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ilji following Entry was rofidfrom 9ne of the Botks of the Sniety 
for Conjlttutional Information : 

<< riT a Meeting of the Society^ held at the Crown and 
^ Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, July 27, 179a. 

« PRESENT, 

^ Mr, Choppin, in the chain 

*^ Mr. Hidl, Mr, Bulh, Mr. M. Buih, Mr. Sturch, Mr. 
<< Williams, Mr. G» Williams^ Capt. Harwood, Mr. Harvey^ 
•* Mr. Gow, Capt. Perry, Mr. Sinclair, Mr, Geddes, Mr. 
^ AffMnal, Mr, Gerard, Mr. Litdejohn, Mr. Rutt, Mr,Suttoa, 
^ Mr. Moore^ Mr. J(4m Martin, Lord Sempill, 

^ The committee appointied to tal^e Mn Paine's letter of die 
^ 4th inftant into coniideration, and to confider of the manner in 
*^ whidi die fociety (ball communicate to Mr. Paine dieir deter* 
^ nunation concerning lus offisr of loool, intruft, to be applied 
^ as diis fociety Ihall think proper, reported that they had 
*^ met on Mondsiy laft, when diey came to the fallowing 
^ rcfoludons : 

B 9 w That 
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«* That it Is the opinion of this committee, the offer of Mn 
*< Paine be refpeafully declined. 

« Refolved, That the following letter be recommended bjr 
* this committee, to te trapfmitted ^j^the fociety to Mr. Paine : 
** Sir, 

" I am direfted by the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
•• to return you their iincere thanks for the honour you have 
*^ done them, in rfcquVfting 'them to' became truftees of the fum 
** of one thouland pounds, which has been produced by the 
** profits of the fale of the Rights of Man, and leaving it to them 
" to apply it to fucK purpofes as they fhould judge proper. 
** They have a juft fenfe of the confidence that you have.place4 
« in them, arid of the generofitf and cfifintereftednefs of your 
*' offer, but they cannot think that it is an offer they fhould 
** accept. The eminent fcr¥iccs. which have b^en rendered to 
" the public by your invaluable writings, have never yet met 
^ with aqi adequ9,te reward, and they think that it would be an 
** extreme injuftice to depriv^ you of any b^efits which might be 
** derived from their fale j for it is but reafonable, that thofe who 
** are poffeffed 9f ^literary talents, and who employ them to pro- 
** mote the h^ppipefs of the community to which they bfeiong, 
«* 2nd to mankind at large, • fliould receive thofe' advantages 
** which may be obtained by their writings, and which may be 
** enjoyed with integrity and honour. But though the ibdety 
« decline the offer which you have been pleafed to make them, 
** diey caiyiot 5I0 it, without, at the fame time, congratulating 
« you upon the confcioufhefs which you muft poffefs of having 
«* contrii^uted, by your writings, to the illumination of fo many 
"millions of human beings* in this country, America, and in 
** odier nations, on fubjeds of the higheft importance to the 
«* univerfel freedom and happinefs of mankind. 

<( I am, with great efteem, 
*« SlR^ 
<< Your moft obedient lervant, 

« £>.J. Secretfiry.**: 
« fi Mr. Tbftms Paim^'* 
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« Rdbhr^ That die (sAd letter be figned by tbe Secretary, 
^ and fent to Mr. Paine. 

- <^ Rdblved, that the Secretary wait on Mr. Paine, to be in^ 
** formed by- him,. whether it be jigrecable to him, that the two 
<* refolutions of the committee appointed to ' take Mr. Pain«> 
<< letter, of the 4^1 of July intp conftderation, together with the 
« anfwer of the fociety, be publifhed in the papers, and that if 
'< Mr. Paine does not difopp^ove its publication^ that it be forth- 
^ with publiihed in different papers. 

** Adjourned to the laft Friday in September.'* 

Mr. Bower. I (hall now call the bookfeller who publifhed 
Mr. Paine*s book. 

Jeremiah Samuel Jordan (fworn). ExaminedJfy Mr, JSower. 

J^. Dp you know Mr* Thomas Paine ? 

A. Yes. 
: ^ Do you know his Jhand-writing } 

J. I think I do. 

j^. Look at that letter^ do jou believe duit to b,e his hand- 
ivriting ? 

: Ai^ To^the beft of my recollection this is like his writings 
J never faw him write. 

J^. Have you correfponded with him ? 

Jl* I have received notes from him* 

J^ And anfwered them ? 
^ No. . . . 

J^ How do you know the notes came from him; has he 
^dptprfSM^ds told j9ou that they were his notes ? 

jf» Becaufe I delivered things ;according to his order, there* 
finre.fuppofed them to come from him; but I never iaw him 
write, fi> as to take particular notice. 

^ Have you ever talked with him about thofe notes, or of 
things that were fent in confequence ? 

j/. I do not know that I have. 

^. Did you publifli, at any time, for Mr* Paine, a work, 
cotitied, « Rights of Man V " \ 

i I did.' _ ' 1.. y ' 

B 3 "" ' ' ^ Look 
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jf. Look at tliiS) and tell us whether Aat Is Ac tiook flut 
you publifbed ? 

i/r Thif is one like them ; whether this is one of die fime 
fcooks I cannot teU i here is my name to it, and it is Uke tliat 
which I pitblHhed. 

j^. Do you bdieve it to be one of the books that yotr 
publi&ed ? 

A I bdiere it is one of the books diat I might publiih. 

Mr. Erjkine. Do you Iwear to thatbook, that it is one you 
pubUflied} 

A* .1 cannot fwear that it is ; there were a great number fold 
ihat were not fold by me. 

Mr. Bower. Look at it, and fee whether it is one of the 
books you publtfhed ? 

A. It is one of the £ime as I publiflied (or Mr. Paioe. ^ 

^ Is it like the book you publifhed ? ^ ^ 

Mr. Erjkine. Is that the book or- not \ If that is not AcbooL 
I obje£t to it. 

Lord Chief Juftke Eyre. W6o ^iiitcd it ? 

A, Mr. Chapman printed part of it. Of the firft part of tfi^ 
Rights of Many Mr. Chapman printed the whole. This is the 
fecond part. . i : 

Mr. Bower. I thought you had been the printer ? * - 

A. No, I am only the publiflien 

Mr* White. The man is dead that Irotight it, and I itnift call 
a witneis to prove his hand-'Wridng. That was proved 4n a- 
court of jufticc. . ' - ;:. • 

Mr. Bower. I have the record of a conviftioul^ in wki^f^io 
was convi&ed : this wirnefs was examined upon his oa^ dSiere, 
smd I can prove what he fw(»re then> which I fobmitv^iU be 
evidence. . ^ . / 

Mr. Erjkine. That was the King againft Mr. Paine :^ tlUs is 
the King againft Mr* Hardy. ^ 

Mr. Garrow. I think I am entitled, at prefent, to read this 
as evidence to go to the Jury | I know it is open to the other 
fide to (hew that this is not the Sights of MaU) recogni«d by 
dus fociety^— We san carry it further. 

2 LorJ 
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t^i Cil^ Juftice Eyre\ Thcr riite' ot evlfoict ittjiilrcs that 
you fhould cany it further, 

• Mr. Bower. t)o you know how far Mr. Chapman |>rtnted ? 
J. IbeHcveasfarasl^crH. 

* Mr. Bower. I will now read the proceedings ef the Confti-' 
lutiorad Society, at their next meeting, on th« a8th, of SeJ)- 
tember* 

The proceedings were read. 
^ At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informiuion, 
« held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 28th 
" of September, 179^ 

« PRESEl^T, 
•^ «^Mr. William Sharp in the Chrir ; - 

« Mr» I. H* Tooke, Mr* Symonds, Mr. Wallh, Mr. fionney, 
^^ Mr. Merry, Mu Jennings, Mr. John Martin, Mr. Williams^ 
" Mr. Sturch, Mr. Moore, Captain Perry, Mr. Rickman, 
«^ Mr. Gedde% Ji^. H»4y, Mr. Gowi Mt. .Mbq^a^t, 
" Mr. Sinc^iF,.Mr*.Ba)iluuiiH>> 

^ 9ead Ae.loUiMving letter -fron th^ Secretery of tls London 
^ Correfponding Society* • .».. / •»', ^ • 

^ ^ T6D« AdarilB^ ^3ecrttai<iy wA^ Sotktf tot CJotillitdtibhal 
^ Informadon: ' . .^i:/.:' • . ' 

■ '•* The LondwtCdfifefpdhdiftg Sbfifcty h^lrig 4ak*n Vtittdb^' 
^ lution of tranfmitting to the French National Cohventioii,* 
^ an addrefs, figned by all the members, or by the different 
<^.delegat|3i.Xeaith Aa(|flg 1^^ bbW ttiany hietnhers^ he ^gns), to 
«* afRire riiat fuffering nation, that we^ IJiVrtpatHfe with AeM ik 
9 iiitir^ini'ifoi«imlo ^qdnaf 'Wtf'AeW' thfe^- e^c^reins whh admi^ 
•* iatibn>' *at'Wtiiiaiih'f46-givditherfi HI fuch ccbntenahcfc in* 
« fupportas intfivld4idljojftfi(bp()6rted aA* b^pidfid* thetofelkre^s; 
** can afford ; and that fholdd-flMfe in power her6*-^2(re*{in 
^ Vidhidon ofj^'*e<l«teh*8 '^Idigrffeife^'ofTieutralhy, arid* in 
** oppofitiqn to the well-known fentiments of fltel pebpTe''^ 
** large) to join the Germawbarfrf rfdefpotis,' united 
« liberty, we difclaim all cbftiJiiifreficcf' Aerchi j'^n* ^iUj-^ a 
** man^ exert every juftifiable means for counterafting their 
- ' ^^ B 4 ^ machinations 



H npiacbiiMions againfl the freedom wi the happineis ^6? 
** mankincl. 

^ I am ordered by the committee to acquainl the Sodetj for 
<< Conftitutional Information therewith^ in order, to be £ivou(ed 
^^ with dieir opinion thereon^ and in hopes thaty if they approve 
^[ the idea^ mi recommend its adoption to the di&rent Societies^. 
<c the publication of fuch a refpe^ble number of real names. 
^ will greatly check the hoftile nteafures which might otherwife 
*^ be put in execution* 

"I am> with great refpeci, >» 

« Dear Sir* 
" Your vvy humble (ervanty 
(Signed) « THOMAS HAJCDT^ Sicntar^.'^ 

* London^ Sept. 21, 1792, 
«< No. 9, Piccaiilfyy near the top dfthe Haymarief.^ 

( ^ Rdblvedy That ^e* Secretary exprefs the thanks of die 
•* fociety to the London Corre^nding Society^ for thenr cdm- 
^ ninntbdion» and aeqiiaint tiiem diis ibciety do very Ugfily 
" approve of dicir intention. 

<5 Ordered^ That t^l^. (aid Jetiar be reaiiia^ the next Meetiligg 
^ for the purpofe of confidering of publifhing the fiune. 

^ Read a letter from the London Correfponding $octtty, ia« 
<c ^iuig a printed Addi!pfi> to the Inhabilwifii of Gr«lt« 
« Britain." r .1 

X 

, . * , S I 

! . ■ ' • ' r • - ... . * . . 

, .Mr*,Bowirn There i&^ in the N&etingrcif <tiie. 5th| a b6n<»- 
firmationx)ftheremiiUiit¥s« ; »- .^ ,r.. i.a i^-.i-.' '.'l * -^ ♦ ' 
Mr.Garrmj^^ I fl^a^l; i^qw^produf^ 9 Jrtjpx rf. one of ihCidrtajr 
fditionsof Paine's R^hts of Mfui^.^drMlfi JKaifieV Letter to. the^ 
Pe<^Ji^^f Fiiance, bqth.ft)un4 incppflflftojiklrffithc.'prifoncr. . ; '^ 
\, Jk^ £dwarJ Lauzan ^ff^^^t4^.f{l uai !. * ( . . ; . ■' 
^Mr.Garrow. 1$ tlut 'pi)^j^:^r;P^|K«s .jitouifound'at th^- 

V. -(/.,Ye$i t^ere is my fvi|R:tofit,;:T,-0 o'li iTic? c ' ■ i ''\ 

f Did you find the 0<l)er>^fl?. 1:, r Kb . , " 

Yes. ■ ', , , • • . V ' 

, Afr. £rjkine% 
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* Mr* Erjkitu. Is your Lordfliip of ofnnkirr that an^ primed 
book tvhich is found io the pofieifioa of the priibner is to* be 
read. 

L^rd Chief Jufiki Eyre. It is evidence to be left to tho 
Jury. 

JM[r. Garrow. We do not interrupt the courfe of proceedings 
by reading the paflfages out of Paine's book) at pie^nt we wili 
go on with other evidence. 

. Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. When aire wp to take up that ? K 
we are ever to have it, we may as well have it now. 

Mr* Garrow. Then we will read Mr. Paine's Letter to the 
people of France. . . 

// was read. 

LETTER of TMOMAfi Paine, to the PEOPLE rf 

FRANCE. 

Publifbed and diftributed Gratis by the London Correfpondlng 

Society, 

« Paris^ September :i5. 
« (Pirjf Year of the Republic.) 

^ Fellow Citizens, 

^ I receive, with afFedionate gvatiuide,. tfie hemOfn which die 
^ late NatMoal Aflembly has confiermd upon me, byadoptii^ 
^ oie a Citizen of France; and tbe additional honour of hciag' 
^ eleded by. my Fellow-^Citizens a. Member of the National' 
^ Cooventnp. Happily imprefled, as I am, by thofe fcflamonies 
^of refpeft (hewn towards me as an individual, I fi^l my fidicity 
^ encreafcd by &eing.the barrier. broken down that divided .Pa- ' 
^ triotifin.by fpots of earth, and limited Citisenflup to.the.&ji,' 
* like vqg«tttfiQn. 

^ Had thofQ honours been conferred in an hour of national 
^ Jbm^iUilry,! tbe^ would have affiuded no other means ''of 
^ j(hewing.my:.iffe£lipn^ than. to iuve accepted aivl enjc^rrd-' 
^ thenii but. they. icome accompanied wiA. drcu&difianoes that' 
^^ give me the hohourablciopportuoity of commencing my Citi-*' 
^^ zenihip in the^ilpriny hour of difHculties. h come. not ta" 
i ' 3 "enjoy 



^ enjoy repofe Convinced that the ciufe of Fran^ i^ the-cfwfc? 
^< of all mankind, aHd that as liberty cannot be 'purehafed by si' 
^ wife, I gladly fliarc with you the dangers and honours neeef- 
•* fary to fuccefs. 

** I ain well aware that the moment of any great change! 

* fuch as that acoMTipHflied on the loth ^f Auguft, is- una- 
** voidably the moment of terror and CQftfufion» The mind, 
^ highly agitated by hope, fufpicion, and apprehenfion^ continues 
•« without reft till the change be accompliflied. But let us nb^f/ 
^ look calmy and confidentiaUy forward, and fuccefs is certain/ 
•* Tt is no longer the paltry caufe of Kings^ or of this, or of* that 
^ individual, that calls France and her armies intnr a£iidn. It 
** is the great caufe of aEl. It is th(e eftablifement of a new 
^ jera, that fhall blot Defpotifm from the earth, and fix, on the 
^' tailing principles of Peace and Citizenfliip, the great Republic 
" of Man. 

^- it has been my fate to have borne a ibare in the com-< 

* mencement and complete eflablifement of one Revolution (I 
** mean the Revolution of America). The fuccefs and events 
»* of that Revolution ac^ encouraging to us. The profperity 
*' and happinefs that have fmce flowed to that country, have 
^ amply rewarded her for all the hardfhips fee endured, and 
^ £b]r all the dangers fee enoouiuered. . , . .i" 

5f The principles on whid^ that Revolution btgan, have ek- 
^^ tended themlelves to Europe ; and an ovei-niling F^yidMtr 
** is regenerating tihe Old Woild by die principfe* of' the New.* 
<^ The. £ftaiice of lAmerica^ from all the odier palf» ^' die' 
^ globe, did not admit of htr carrying thok principles beyoiid* 
^^ her cywn £tiiationc it is €0 the pecijdiar hon^uQ* of Fntniiie^' 
^^ idiat.fee now raifes the ilandard of Liberty for 9& natidlij^v 
^< and in fighting her own.batdes, contends for tto^fi)|lftt <)f 
^:jU raankiraL ' . . i. ^ " 

<^ The £xme fpirit of fortitude thatinfiired fucGefs'ta.Ante-^' 
*H vjfiA^ will infiire: it to France; for it is impoffible t(YConGtaef ' 
«''« nation determined » be free I Thei»ilitiry c»ctimfbnaei$' 
^ that nerw unite themfelves to Fififice^ afe iUch af die-D^f* 
^ j)ots of the earth know nothing of^ and c^ formr no* calcu-^' 

«^ lation 



«* tekiniiifSan^.'n'fciy knowr |iot ^hat it' is 'tof^flght tfgiiinft 2 
*♦ imiom:. They have only be$n . accuflomed to nuke wir 
^ upon e^ch other, and thejr know from fyftem and pra6lke^ 
.*^ Jiow to calculaite the profaaUe fiicceft of deffiot againft ief^ 
"pot 9 and lisre die! D. knowledge and their experience eifd< ' 
> r^ Bat m a conteft like the .prefent, a new and boundlefs 
^ variety of circumftances arifes, thatJ'. deranges all fuck ^uT- 
^- tamsry cakidatSDns^ * When a ^<Ae nation ads as an axihy, 
^ die de^t knows not the extent of ibe power againft whtctt 
"' he contends* New armies ri(e againft him with the necef- 
^ fity of the moment. It is theti> tiut d^e difScuIties of an 
*^ invadii^ enemy multiplyi, : as in the fn-mer cafe they dimi- 
^ niihed i and he finds them at riieir height when he expedeiJ 
"AemtocnA 

^ The only war diat has any fimtlarity rf circumftances 
^ with the prefoit, is die late Revolution-war in Americal 
'* On her paiti as it now is in France, it was a war of the 
" whole nation.'— There it was that the enemy, by beginning 
^ to conquer, put hiihfelf in a condition of being conquered^ 
^ His &t& vidories prepared liim for defeat. He advanced 
^ dll he oould not jretteat, and found himfelf in the midft of 
^ a nation Of aritiies. ' 

*^ Were k now to be propofed to the Auftrians and PruC^ 
^ fians to cfcort them int<y the middle of France, and thertf 
^ leave them to make the moft of fuch a fituatton; tiiet would 
^ fee too much into tiM dangers of it to.accept^^die offer^ and 
^ the fame dangers would- attend them could they arrive there 
^ by any <Kher means. Whore then is the military policf of 
^ their attempcing to obtain by force, *that whUft they 'would 
^ refiife by eh^icet. But to reafon with defpots is throwing 
^ reafon* atvay.* ^ IPhe btft of •argufnencs is a vigorous prepa- 
" ration. 

" Man is ever a ft ranger to the ways by which Providence 
^ f^iflatts .'die fird^>of. things. The interference olE foreign 
** Defpots may ferve to introduce into their own enflaved 
* coootries the principles they come to oppofe. Liberty and 

** Equality 
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^ Equality ire blaffihgs too great to W di4 iflhentbxifie of 
^ France alone. It is honour to ber to be their fiift cham-^ 
^ pion 't iod Oxt tmy now fajr to her enemies^ wtft a mightf 

* voice) " O ! ye Auftrians, ye Pruffians ! ye who now turn 
^ your bayonets againft its; it is for all Earo^s it is fbr all 
** mankind^ and not for Franee alone, ifaat ihe caifes the flandard 
•* of Liberty and Equality V* , 

*^ The public caufe has Hitherto (offered firom die oontradic^ 
^ tions contained in the Conftituticnt of the former C6nftttiKnt 
^ AflemUy^ Thofe toiiftradidioiis have ferVed te* divide the 

* (jfunionS of individuals at homey and to obfcure fbe grot 
^ principles of the Revolution in other coukitries.* But wheA 
^ thofe cofttradii^ions fhall be removed, and die Conftitudoit , 
^ be made conformable to the Declaration of Rights -^ when 
^ the bagatelles of monarchy, royalty, regency, and hereditiry 
^ fucceffiop, ihall be exppfed, with all their abfurdities, a new 
<^ ray of light will be thrown over the wofld, and ihcf Revo« 
^ lution will derive new ftrengtb by being univeriiJly under- 
« flood. 

*^ The fcene.that now open^ itfelf to France tetemts {s» 
^ beyond the boundaries of her ovi^r doniinions. Every Na^ 
^ tion is becoming her colleague, and every Court is become 
f^ her enemy. It is now the caufe of all nations againft die 
•^ caufe of all Courts. The terror that defpoftifin fdt, €lan« 
^ deilinely begot a confederation of Defpots ; and their attack 
^ upon France vtm. produced by thchr fears at home- 

<^ In entering on this great feene, greater than any tiadon 
^ has yet been called to ai£t in, let u3 iay t^ the agitated 
<^ mind, hp cslm. Let us punifli by inftruding, lath^ Aan 
^ by revei^e. Let us begin the new sera by a gQeatnefe of 
^^ friendfliip, and JiaU the approach of uoion 2ind fiicecife. 

" Your Fellow Citizen, 

« YHfOMAS PAINE.'* 
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* Thomas Chapman (Sworn)^ 
Examined by Mr* G arrow. 

J^. What arc ypubytufincfs? ' 

4' A bookfeUer. 

^ Was you acquainted with Mr. Thgmas Paine ? 

J. I was, 

J^. Did you at anv time print any book for him ? 
• ^ I did. - 

J^. What was it ? 

A A work entitled Rights of Man,^ 

^ Did you print one or two parts of that work ? 

jf. I printed the firft part and part of the fecond. 

^ Was it at the earlier part of the fecond part as you caH it| 
or ffie latter part? 
- Jf. The earlier part, 

j^. Youdidnotfinifliit? 
' A' I did not, 

^ Look at thefe twp books, and tell me whether j^u belicwi; 
fhefe to be copies printed by you ? 

J. i printed the firft part entirely. 

:^. How for did you proceed in printing the fecond part ? 

J. I think I printed as far as letter K, that is, I finifhed wbat 
we call the letter or fignature of fheet I, which includes the 
128th page ; the larger edition, I had the copy of almoft this 
whole of the remaining part, and my people had compofed itl 
Or fet it up in the type, but I did not conclude it. 

i^. What did you do with that part you did not finifh ? 

A Returned k into the t^Mids of Mn Paine by a fervant of 
jnine^ ' 

J^, After the book ijras cqmplet;ed, did you ever converfo 
with Mr. Paine about it ? 

^. J do not think I faw Mr. Pain^ ij(po|i die buiinefs afier 
{he work was quite finiihed. 

(Tbe 
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(The following pttjjf^gt^ weu read from the firfl part of the 
^ Rights of Manr) 

(Page 57, Svo. and Page 2\^\%m9. editions.) 

^ Can then Mr. Burke produce the Englifh Conftitution f If 
^ he cannot, we may fairly conclude, that though it has been fo 
^ much talked about, no fuch thing as a conftitution eidfts, or 
^ ever did exift, and confequently that the people have yet ^ 
^ conftitution to form," 

(Page 59, Svo, and Page 25, izm9. editions,) 

•* A government on the principles on which conftitutional 
*'.' governments arifmg out of ibciety are eftablifhed, cannot have 
^ the right of altering itfelf. If it had, it would be arbitrary* 
** It might make itfelf what it pleafed ; and wherever fuc)i a right 
«♦ is fet up, it (h^ws there is no conftitution, Thcadk by which 
^ the Englifh Parliament empowered itfelf to fit feven years^ 
^. fbews there is no conftitution in England. It might, by the 
^ fame felf-authority, have (at any greater number of years, ov 
•* for life.. The Bill which the prefent Mr. Pitt brou^t inta 
^ parliament fome years ago, to reform parliament, was on the 
^ £une erroneous principle. The right of reform \^ in the 
<^ nation in its original chara^er, and the conftituttoinl me^ 
^ thod would be by 2^ general convention ele&ed for the purr> 
^ pofe. There is, moreover, a paradox in the idea of viti^e4 
^ i}odieB reforming themfelvcs." 

": (Page b%^Rv9* and 2y^ xOino. editkns.) 

« Much is to be learned from the French conftitution. 
** Coftqueft and tyranny tranfplanted themfelves with WiDiam 
« the Conqueror from Normandy ipto England, and the coun- 
« try is ytt disfigured with th^ marks. May then the exam- 
^ pie of all France contribute to regenerate the freedom which 
^* a proviiKs of it deftroyed !" 

{Pai€. 
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(Page i6i^ Svo, i^nd page 74> i2mo, editions.) 
. ^ The tWQ modes of Government which, prevail in dio 
^ worlds are) Jir/lj Qov^roment by elQ<$oii and reprefentation; 
** Se^ondfyi Government by hercditai»y fixcceffiont The former 
^ is genecatly Ipiown by the name pf republic ^ the letter by 
^ Aat of inonarchy and ariftocracyt* 

^ TlK^e two diftimS; ^d oppofite forms, ere£k themfelvei 
^ on the two dlftinfl and OK^ofifo b^es of Reafon and Igtio* 
^ lance.-^WVs the es^ercife .of Govejiunent .requires talents ami 
^ abilities, and as taknts and abijUties cannqt have hereditary 
^ defcent, it is evident that hereditary fucceffi^ requires g belief 
^ £rom man, to which his reaA>n cannot fubfcribe, and which 
^ can only be eftabli&ed )if(pn bi^ ignorances and the mors 
*^ ignosant any countpy -iis» the better it is filled % this {pecief 
^ of Government," r 

( P^igs i6s^ ^tVfimiwd Fage ybj l%ma*~ediumi.) 
^ Frofn the Revolutions of America and France, -and &A 
^ fymptoiiis that have appeared in oth»- countries, it is evident 
^ that die opinion of the world is changed wichr refpeA lo fyffemS 
^ of Government, and that revolutioips are not within dte compafi 
^ of political calcubtions» The progirefs of 4me and civctint-i 
^ fiances, whiph tntn affign to the accompliftm^nt of great 
^ changes, is too mechanical to m^afiire the force of the'mindy 

* and the rapidity of refle^on, by which revolutions are 

* generated : All the old governments have received a ihock 
H from tfaofe ^t already appear, and which were once more im-r 
** probable, and are a greater fubjedl of wonder, than a genera^ 
^ reyolution in Europe would be now. > " 

^ When we furvey the wretched condition of man under tM 
^ monarchical and hereditary fyftems of government, dragged froitl 
^ his home by one power, or driven by another, and impoverished 
^ by taxes more than by enemies, it becomes evident that thofe 
^ fyftsms are bad, and that a general revolution in the principle 
^ and cpnftruAion of Goyernnieiits is n^ceflary. 

^ What 
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« What is government more Oan Ay manageiqpnt of 0iq 

* afiairs of a Nation f It is not, and from its nature cftnnpt be, 
^ At property of any particular man or fonily, but of the Whole 
*' copimunily, at whofe expence it is fupported; and though bj^* 
^ force or contrivance k b^ been ufiirped inta an inberrtancey^ 
^ the ufurpatien cannot dter the right of things. Sovereignty,' 
*^ as a matter of right, appertains fo the Nation only, and not tO' 
^ any in^ividued; and a Nation has at all times an inherent 1nf» 
^ ddfeafible right to abelifli any form of Government it finds in-' 
<* cohvenient, and eftablifii fuch as accords with its interdt,' 
** di^>ofition, and happinefs. The romantic and barbarous 
*^ dtllinftion of men- into Kings and fubjeds, though it may fuit' 
•* Ae condition of courtiers, cannot that of citizens j and is exr 

* ploded by the principle upon lyhich Governments are now 
^ founded Every crtizen is a member of the iovereignty, an<^ 
^ as fuch, can acknowledge no perfonal fubje^on; and his 
^ obedience can be only to the law5« 

^ When men think of what Government is, they muft neceil 
^ fajlif fyppok it .to poflefi a knowledge of all die obje£is a^d 
^ matters upon nrfiich its authority is to be exercifed. In tliisr 
^ view of Go;verament^ the republican fyftem, as eftabliflied by 
>> America and France, operates to embmce the vriiole of a. 
^ Nation; and the knowledge neceflary to the interefl of all the' 
^ parts> is to be found in the centre^ which die parts by repre- 
^ fentatioQ form: But the old Governments are on a con- 
f ' ftru£tion that es^udes kn9fwle(%e as veil as happinefe ; Go- 
f< vernmeot by Monks, who know nothing of the world beyond 
f* the walls of a Convent, is as confident as government by 

^ What were formerly called Revolutions, were.litde morer 
^ tinn a charge of perfons, or an alteration of local circumftanc^* 
ff They rofe and fell like things of courfe, and had nothing in 
^ their exiftence or their fate that could influence beyond the 
f* fpot that produced thenu But what we now fee in the world, 
f^ from the Revolutions of America and Franpe, is a renovationf 
*^ of the natural order of things^ a fyftem of principles as univecfal 

** as 
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^ as tru^ and die exiftence of man, and combining nooral vrith 
^ political happinefs and national profperity. 

** I. Men are born and always continue free-^ and equal in- 
^ rejpe^ of their rights. Civil difiinSiions^ therefore^ can he 
** founded only on public utility* 

** II. The end of all political ajfociations is the prefervation of 
^ the natural and impnfcriptible rights of man ; and thefe rights 
• are liberty^ property^ fecuriiy^ and refinance of opprejfton. 

*^ III. The Nation is ejfentially the fource of all Sovereignty ; 
^ nor can any individual, or any body of men, be entitled 
" to any authority which is not exprefsly derived from it*** 

(Page 171, 8^^, and Page 78, llmo. editions.) 
' " As- it is not diiEcult to perceive, from the enlightened ftate 
^ of mankind, that hereditary Governments are verging to their 
^^ decline, and that Revolutions on the broad bafis of national 
^ fovereignty, and Government by reprefentation, are making 
" dieir way in Europe, it would be an a£t of wifdom to anti- 
^ dpate their approach, and produce Revolutions by reafon and 
^ accommodation, rather than commit them to the iiTue of con« 
** vulfions. 

** From what we now fee, nothing of reform in the political 
^ world ought to be held improbable* It is an age of Revo<» 
^ lutions, in which every thing may be looked for. The intrigue 
** of Courts, by which the fyftem of war is kept up, may provoke 
^ a confederation of Nations to abolifh it: and an European 
f* Congrefs, to patronize the progrefsof free Government, and 
*^ promote the civilization of Nations with each other, is an 
" event nearer in probability, than once were the revolutions and 
" alliance of France and America.** 

(The following Pajfages were read from the Second Parts of the 

« Rights of Man:*) 

(Page 21, %vo. edition,) 

*^ All hereditary government is, in Its nature, tyranny. — An 

•* heritable crown, or an heritable throne, or by what other 

** fanciful nanie fuch things may be called, have no other figni- 

Vol. II. C « ficant 
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* Scant explanation dian that mankind are henfaMc property.' 
« To inherit a government is to itii&it Ae people, as if they 
^ were flocks and herds/' 

(Page 27, 8 vo^ editun.J 
" How irrational then is Ae hereditary fyftem, which eftabliike$ 
^ channels of power, in compai>y with which wiidom refufes to 
^ flow.— »% continuif^ dtts abfcfrdity, man is perpetually in 
" contradidion with himfelf ; he accepts, for a iCing^ or a Chief 
*' Magiftrate, or a Legiflator> a perfon whom he would not cle^ 
« for a Conftable." 

(fuge 47i, 6yo. eJitkn.) 

" This Convention met at Philadelphia, in May, ifS/, of 

* which General Wa&ingtoh was ele6ted Prefident. He warf 
*< not, at that time, comiefitecF with any of Ae State Govern- 
" mentsy or wiA Congrrfs. He deKvered up his cooimiflioii 
** \rfien the war ended, and *firtCfc ^cn had lived a privacy 
** Citizen. 

** The Convention went deeply into a8 the fubjeds; anil 
** having, after a variety of debate and inveftigation, agreefl 
^ among themfelves apon Ae feveral parts af a Federal C6n^ 

* ftitution, Ae next queftion Wasj Ac manner of giving It au- 
•' thority and praftice. 

*^ For Ais purpofe Aey did not, fiiceacaBialtrfC<ftirtiers^fencl 
•* for a Dutch StadAolder, or a German Eieftor j but Aey 
•* referred Ae whole iiiatficr to Afe ierife and Intereft of the 
** country. 

«' They firft direfted, that dtfe propofcdConftitution fliould be 
^* publi Aed. Secondly, Aat each ftatc Aould eletft a Convcnttonv 
*^ ejcprefsly for the purpgfe of takmg it into oonilderation, and 
*^ of ratifying or rejedling it ; and Aat as foon as Ae approbation^ 
** and ratification of any nine ilates fhould be given^ Aat Aofe 
<* ftates At uld proceed to Ae eleftion of Aeir proportion of 
^ Members to Ae New Federal Government, and that Ae. 
*' operation of it Aould Aen begin> and Ae former Federal 
•* Government ceafe*'* 

(Page 
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(Page 52, ivo. edition,) 

" The hiftory of the Edwards and the Henries, and up to the 
^ commencement of the Stuarts, eriiihits as many inftances of 
*^ tyranny as could be a<Sbed within the limits to which the nation 
" had reftriiSfced it. The Stuarts endeavoured to p^s thofe 
" limits, and their fate is welh known. In all thofa inftances, 
" we fee nothing of a Conftitution, but only of reftriftions, or 
*' affiimed power. 

" After this another William, descended from the fame ftoclc, 
** and claiming from the feme origin, gained pofleffion ; and, of 
•" the two evils, James and William, the nation preferred what 
" it tJrought die leaft ; fince, from circumftances, it muft take 
^ one. The aft, called the Bill of Rights, comes here into 
^ view. What is it but a bargain, which the parts of the 

* Oovernmem made with each other, to divide powers, profits, 

* and privileges : you fliall hav« fo much, and I will have the 
^ reft ; and, with refpefl: to the nation, it faid, for your jhare^ 
^ YOUJhall have the right of petitioning. This being the cafe, 

* the Bin of Rights is, more properly, a bill of wrongs, and of 

* iirfuit. A's to what is called the Convention Parliament, it 
^ was a thing that made itielf, and then made the authority by 

* which it afted. A few peribns got together, and called them- 
'" fdves by that name. Several of them had never been elefted, 
•* and none of them for the purpofe. 

" From the time of WiBiam a fpecies of Government arofe, 

* ifluing out of this Coalition Bill of Rights; and more fo, 
« fince the corruption introduced at the Hanover Succeflion, 
« by die agency of Walpole ; that can be defcribed by no other 
^ name than a Defpotic Legiflation. Though the parts may 
^ cmbarrafs each other, the whole has no bounds ; and the only 
^ right it acknowledges, out of itfelf, is the right of petitioning. 
^ Where then is the Conftitution, either that gives, or that re- 
** ftrains power ? 

« It is not hccawfe a p»rt of the Government is deSiye, that 
« niidcesjit Icfs a.de^ilin* if the perfons fo eleded poffefs afcer^ 
« ward.>, as a Parliament, milimited powers. Eleftion, in this 

C 2 " cafe, 
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'^ cafe, becomes fcparatcd from reprefentation, and the caivlidated 
" are candidates for defpotifm. 

" I cannot believe that any natioii, reafonii^ on its dwri 
*' rights, would have thought of calling thofe things a Coft^ 
« JUtution^ if the cry of Conftitution had not been fet up by 
" the Government/' 

(Page 63, 8 vo* edition — a Note.) 
it * With refpeft to the Two Houfes of which the Englifli 
" Parliament is compofed, they appear to be cfFedlually in- 
** fluenced into one ; and, as a Leglflature, to have no temper 
" of its own. The Minifter, whoever he at any time may be, 
" touches it as with an opium wand, and it fleeps obedience^ 

" But if we look at the diftinft abilities of the Two Houfes, 
^[ the difFetence will appear fo great, as to (hew the inconfiftency 
" of placing power where there can be no certainty of the judg- 
" ment te ufe it. Wretched as the ftate of reprefentation is in 
" England, it is manhood compared with what is called the 
" Houfe of Lords; and fo little is this nick-»named Houif 
" regarded, that the people fcarcely inquire, at any time, what it 
<' is doing. It appears alfo to be moft under influence, and 
** the furtheft removed from the general intereft of the natioiv 
^ In the debate on engaging in the Ruffian and Turkifli war, 
*'^ the majority in the Houfe of Peers^ in favour of it, was up- 
** wards of ninety ; when in the other Houfe, which is mor$ 
*' than double its numbers, the majority was fixty*-three,'* 

(PdgebS^^vo. edition.) 

*' But in whatever manner the feparate parts of a Conftitution 
*« may be arranged, there is one general principle that diftinguifhes 
*^ Freedom from Slavery, which is, that all hereditary Govern- 
*' ment over a people is to them a /pedes of Slaviry^ and reprefen^ 
" taiive Government is Freedom.'^ 

(Page IP7, %v6. idiiion,) 
« Having thus glanced at fome of the defeats of die Two 
<< Houfes of Parliament, I procee4 to What is called the Crown, 
** upon which I ihall be very concife. 

«It 
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^ It fignifics ^ nominal oiSce of a million fterling a year^ 
*' the bufinefs of which confifts in receiving the money.—* 
* Whether the perfon be wife or foolifh, fane or iofane, a native 
•* or a foreigner, matters not. Every Miniftry aiJ^s upon the 
** <an^ idea that Mr^ Burke writes ; namely, that the people 
•^ mfift be hood-winked, and held in faperftitious ignorance by 
• ^ /bme bugbear or other 5 and what is called the Crown anfwers 
^ ^s purpofe, and therefore it anfwers all the purpofes to be 
" expedled from it. This is more than c^n be faid of the othey 
^ two branches." 

Mn Er/kine. I defir^ the preface to be read, 

Mr. Attorney-QeneraU Read fhe dedication firft, and then 
die preface. 

^r, Erjkine, You may read the whole book, if you pleafe^ 

The Dedication and Preface read. 

« To M. De La Fayette. 

** After an acquaintance of ijearly fifteen years, in difficult 
^ fituations in America, and various confultations in Europe, I 
*f fcU a pleafure in prefenting to you this fmall treatife, in grati- 
^ tude for your fer vices to my beloved America, ^nd as a teftiv 
" mony of my efteem for the virtues, public and private, which 
^ I know you to ppffefs. 

" Tl^e pnly point upon whiqh I could ever difcover that we 
** diileretl, was not as to principles of gover^nient, but as t<j 
*\ time. For my own part, I thii>k it equally as injurious t^ 
^, goQ4 principles tp permit them to linger, as to puih diem oa 
^ tQo iaft. That which you fuppofe apcompliibable in fourteen 
^ or fifteen years, I m^y believe pnuE^qat^le jn a much ihqrter 
^ perio4« Mankind, as it appears fp me, are always ripe eipugh 
^ to underftand their true intereft, provided it }>e prefented clearly 
^ to their underftanding, and tl^at in a manner nQt to create fufpi- 
*^ cion by any thing like felf-defign, nor ofFend by afluming too 
f5 much* Where w^ wou|d wiib tg; reform we muft not re* 
^ proach. 

^ When the American levqlution was eftablifhed, I felt a 4^£* 
H poiition to fit ferenely down and enjoy the calm^ It did nqt 

^3 ** appear 
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^ appear to me diat any objeft could afterwards arife great 
•* enough to make me quit tranquillity, and feel as I had felt be- 
** fore. But when principle, and not place, is tfie energetic caufe 
'' of adlion, a man, I find, is every where the fame. 

** I am now once more in the public world ; and as I have not 
** a right to contemplate on fo many years of remaining life as 
" you have, I am refolved to labour as feft as I can ; and as I am 
** anxious for your aid and your company, I wilh you to haften 
** your principles and overtake me, 

" If you make a campaign the enfuing fpring, which it is moft 
" probable there will be no occafion for, I will come and join 
^ you. Should the campaign commence, I hope it will termi-. 
*' nate in the extinftion of German defpotifm, and in eftablifh- 
" ing the freedom of all Germany. When France (hall be fur- 
" rounded with revolutions, fhe will be in peace and (afety, and 
" her taxes, as well as thofe of Germany, will confequently be-* 
** come lefs. 

" Your fincere, 

^ AfFecftionate Friend, 

^^ THOMAS PAlNE.'»= 
*■' LondQ?!^ Feb. 9, 1792.'* 

« P R E F A C E. 

" When I began the chapter entitled the ** CornhfiotC' in the 
^ former part of the RIGHTS of MAN, publifhed laft year^ 

* it was my intention to have extended it to a greater length; 
^ but in cafting the whole matter in my mind >^ich I wifhed to 
V' add, I found that I muft either make the work too bulky, or 

* eontraft my plan too much, I therefore brought it to a clofe 
•* as foon as the fubje<a would admit, and referved what I had 
♦* further to fey to another opportunity^ 

" Several otheB reafons contributed to produce this detcrmi- 
•* natton, I wiftied to know the manner in which a work, writ- 
*' ten in a ftyle of thinking and exprefSon different to what had* 
<' b^cR cuflc»nary in England, would be received before I ven- 
** tm-ed farther, A great field was opening to the view o^ man- 
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« kind bj wfiSit»& of ^ French RevolutioiL Mr. BurkeV. 
^ outrageous oppofition thereto brought the controverfy into^ 
^ England^ He attacked principles which he knew (from infor* 
^^ mation) I would conteft with him, becaufe they are principles^ 
^ I believe, to be good, and whi^h I have contributed to eftablifh, 
^^ and conceive my£iplf bound to defend. Had he not urged the 
" controverfy, I had moft probably been a filent man. 

^* Anotbei: reafoiji for deferring the remaiodi&r of the work 
^ was, that Mr^ Burke promifed in his iirft publication to renew 
^ the fubjed at another opportunity, and to make a cpmparilba 
** c/ what he called the Englifh and French ^onftitutions. 1 
^ therefore held myfelf in referve for him. He has publifhed 
" two works fince, without doing this i which he certainly. 
^ would npt have omittj^d, had the comparifon been in his fa.. 
:" vpur* 

, ** In his laft work, " His ifppeal from the new to the old 
¥ fflfigs^^^ he has qupted about ten pages frpm the Rights of 
^ Man^ and having given bimfelf the trouble of doine this, fays, 
^ he fhall nqt attempt in the fhis^eft degree to refute (hem,'-' 
^ meaning the principles therein coritained I am enough ac- 
^ quainted with Mr. Burke (o know, that \it would if he coulc^ 
^ But inftead of contefting them, he immediately after consoles 
^ himfelf with fayipg, that ^ he has done his part"-rHe has 
^ not done his part. He ha^ not performed his promife of a 
" comparifon of conftitutions. He flarted the controverfy, hq 
^ gave the challenge, and has iled frqm it , and he is now a cafe 
^ in point with his own opinion, that^ " the age of chivalry is 
"^gmer 

" The tide, as well as the fubflance of his laft work, hj^ 
•" Appeal^'* is bis condemnation. Principles muft fland on their 
^ own merits and if they are good they certainly will. T9 
^ put them under the (belter of other mens' authority, as 
^ Mr. Burke has done, feryes ^9 bring them into fufpicion* 
." Mr. Burke is not very fond of dividing his honours, but 
*' in this cafe he is artfully dividing the difgrace. But who are 
^ thofe to whom Mr. Burke has made his appeal ? A fet pf 
^ childifb thinkers and half-way politicians bprn in the laft 
J C 4 5* century; 
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« centurjr ; men who went no farther wth any principle than as* 
«* it fuited their purpofe as a party ; the nation was always left 
*^ out of the queftion ; and this has been the chara<aer of every 
« party from that day to diis. The nation fees nothing in fiich 
** worlcs, or ftich poh'tics worthy its attention* A little matter 
** will move a party, but it muft be fomething great that moves 
** a nation. 

** Though I fee nothing in Mr. Burke's Appeal worth taking 
^ much notice of, there is, however, one expreffion upon whicK 
** I ihall offer ^ few remarks.'— After quoting largely from the 
** Rights of Marty and declining to conteft die principles con^ 
" tained in that work, he fays,"" This will moA probably be 
" done (i/fuch writings Jhall be thought to deferve any other r^-. 
** futation than that of criminal juftice) by others, who may 
*• think with Mr. Burke and with the fame zeal." . 

" In the firft place, it has not yet been done, by any body, 
•* Not lefs, I believe, than eight or ten pamphlets intended as 
** anfwers to the former part of the « Rights of Man" have been 
*' publiflied by different perfons, and not one of them, to my 
*^ knowledge, has extended to a fecond edition^ nor are even the 
^* titles of them fo much as generally remembered. As I am 
*' averfe to unneceffarily multiplying publications, I have an- 
** fwered none of them'. And as J believe diat a man may 
** write himfelf out of reputation when no body elfe can do 
^ it, I am careful to avoid that rock. 

*^ But. as I would declhie unneceflary publications on the 
^ one hand, fo would I avoid every thing that might appear 
« like fuUen pride on the other. If Mr. Burke, or any pcrfon 
^ on his fide the queftion, will produce an anfwer to the 
^ Rights of Man," that fhall extend to an half, or even to 
* a fourth part of the number of copies to which the Rights 
^ of Man extended, I v^ill reply to his workt But until this 
** be done, I (hall fp far take the fcnfe of the public for my 
" guide (and the world kno^s I am. not a flatterer) that 
" what they do not think worth while to read, is not worth 
** mine to anfwer. I fuppofe the number of copies to wliich 
^ the firft part of the Rights of Afr« cai;tendcd; taking Eng- 

'' lan^ 
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^ land, Scodanjt and Ireland) i« not lefs tban hetrnm fot^ 
^ iUid fif^ thou£ind* 

^ I now come to remark qn the remaining part qS tb» 
^ quotation I have made from Mn Barke. 

f If/' fay^ be, ^^ fuqh writings fhall be thought to deferro 
H any other refutation than that of crimnal juHice*'* 

f^ Pardoning the pun, it muft bf; criminal juftice indeed 
^ that ihpu^d condemn a work as a fubftitute for tiot being 
*^ able to refute it. The greateft condemns^tion that could be 
^ paiTed upon it would be a refutation. But in proceeding 
^ by the method Mr, Burke aUude$ to, the condemnation 
^ would, in th^ final eyent, pafs upon th^ primlnality of the 
^ procefs and not Upon the work, and in thi$ cafe, I had 
^ rather be the author, than be cither the judge, or ^he jury, 
^ that fhould condemn it. 

^ But to come at once to die point. I have differed front 
V Ibme profeflional gentlemen on the fubje£i of profecutioii% 
^ and I fince find they are falling into my opinion, which J^- 
♦' will here ftate as fully, but as concifely as I can. 

" I wUl firft put a cafe with refpeiJi tQ any law, and the» 
^ compare it with a government:, or with what in England i% 
♦'or has b^en, <:alled 9, conftitiftion, 

** It would be ai> aft of defpotifn^, or what ^n England k 
!f {railed arbitrary . poiiyer, to make a la^v tq proh4bit invefti- 
^ gating the principles, good or bad^ on ivhifh fuch a laPBL. 
^ or any other is founded, 

*f If a law be bad, it is one thing to oppofe the pra£lico 
^ of it, hut it is quite a different thing to expofe its errors^ 
^ to reafon pn its defefts, and to fhew caufe why it ihouUl 
^ be i:epealed, or why ano^er ought to |?e fubftitutcd in ita 
^ place. I have always, held it an opinion (making it alb 
f my praiS^i^e) that it \% J)etter to obey a bad law, making. 
^' ufe at the fs^me ^ime o( eyery argument to f^iey/ its errors 
*' and procure ^ts repeal, than forcibly to violate it ; becaufe 
^ the precedent of breaking a bad law might weaken the 
f^ force, and lead tQ ^ difcretjonary violation^ o( tl)o(e whid^ 
f arc gooi 
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* <> TMe eafe is die fima wi«h nfipeSk to principles and fontif 

* of government, ' or to what are ;:aUed conftitutions and the 
^ paft$ of which they are compofed* 

^ It is for the good of nations, and not £>r the emolument 

* or aggrandisement of particular individuals, that government 
^ ought to be eftabliihed, and that mankind are at the expence 
.« of fuppoftiog it. The defers of every government and 
^ conftittttion, both as to principle and form muft, on a parity 

* of reafoning, be as open to difci^fBon as the defie&s of a 
F law, and it is a duty ^ieh every man owes to fociety to 
^ point them out^ When thofe defe£b, and the means of 

* remedying them are generally feen by a nation, that nation 

* wiH reform its government or its conftitution in the one 
^ cafe, as the government repealed or reformed the law in the 
•* other. The operation of government is r^rided to the 

* making and the adminiflering of laws ; but it is to a nation 
^ Aat the right of forming cwr reforming, generating or rege- 
A nerating conftitutions and governments belong ; and confe* 
** quently thofe fubje£b, as fubjeds of inveftigation, are always 
« before a country af a matter of right, and cannot, without 
^ invading the general rights of that country, be made fubjefts 
^ for profecution. On this^ ground I will meet Mr, Burke 
» whenever he pleafe. It is better that the whole argument 
^ ihould come out, than to feek to ftifle \U It was himfelf 
.«*• Aat opened the controverfy^ and he ought not to defert it. 

** I do not believe that monarchy and ariftocracy will con- 

* tinue feven years longer in any of die enlightened countries 
^ in Europe, If better reafons can be Ihewn for them than 
> againft them, they will ftfmd ; if j^e contrary, they will not. 
«* Mankind are not now to be told they (hall not diink, or 
^ they fliall not read ; and publications that go no further than 
f* to inveftigate principles of government, to invite men to 
•« reason and to refleta, and to fliew the errors and excellen- 

* cies of different fyftems, have a right to appear. If they 
^ do not excite attention, they are not worth the trouble of 
^ a profccutionj and if they do, Ae profecutiort will amount 
f* to nothing, fince jt cannot amount, to a prohibition of read-r 

^ ing. 
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^ ing. This wduH be 2 fentence mn die puUiC) Inftead of 
^ tire anther, and would aUb be tiitf moll effedual niocte of 
<* making or haftcning revolutions. 
^ On aH cafes tlat apply uniyerfelly ID a nation^ with re-» 

* f|)e6k to fyft ems of gcAreornment, a jury of twthe men is not 
?* competent to- decide. Wllej:^ there are no witnefies to be 
^ examined, no fads to be proved, and where the whoW 
^ matter is before the whole public, and the merits or deme- 
** rits of it refting on tbeir opinion ; and where there is no- 
•* thing to be known in a coart, but What every body knows 
" out of k, every twelve men is equally as good a j«ry as^ 
^ the other, and would moft probably reverie each other's;' 

* verdid ; or from the variety of their opinions, not bs able* 
^ to form one. It is one cafe, whether a nation approve af 
** work, or a plan j btrt is quite another cafe, whether it wiBf 
« commit to any fiich jury the power of determining whether" 

* that nation have a right to, or ftall reform its government, 
^ or not. I mention thofe cafes, thirt Mr, Burke may fee F 
^ have not wrkten on Government without refle<!iing <m what 
^ is Law, as wdj as on what are Right?., — ^The only eflfe<Slttaf 
f* jury in fuch cafe^ would be, a convention of the whole notion 
** fMrly eleded ; for in all fuch cafes the whole nate<?n is the 
f* vicinage. If Mr, Burke will propofe foch a jury, I wilf 
?* wave all privileges of being the citi«eh of anothe^ country. 
? and, defending its principles, abide the iffue, provided he wilt 
^ do the fame; for my opinion is, diat his work and his prin* 
^ ciples would be condemned inftead of mine, 

" As to the prejudices whkh mssk hav^ from education and 

* habit, in favour of any particular form or fyftem of govern- 
^ ment, thofe prejudices have yet to ftand die teft of reafon 
^ and refleftion. In faft, fuch prejudices are nothing. Nof 
" man is prejuiced in favour of a thing, knowing it to be 
" wrong. He is attached to it on the belief of itSi being right ; 
" and when he fees it is not fo, the prejudice will b^^one. We 
" have but a defeftive idea of what prejudice is. It might be 
^ feid, that until men think for themfelves the whole is- prgu- 
^ dice^ and mt opirmn\ for that only is opijuon wiii^h is the: 

« refuk 
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* refult of reafon and refle^kion, I offer this rcj|iark, that Mr, 
^ Burke may not confide- tqo mu^h in what has been the cuf^ 
•* tomary prejudices of the country. 

^ 1 do not believe diat the people of ^ngl^ have ever been 
^ fairly and candidly dealt by. They have been impofed upon 
^ by parties, ^ by men afliimlng the chara£ter of lea4ers. 
^ It is time that the na^on (bould rife above 'thofe trifles. It 
^ is time to difiniis tha( ii^attention which has fo long been 
^ ithe encouraging caufe of ftretphing taxation to excefs. 1% 
^ is time to difmifs all thofe fongs ai>d toafts which are cal- 
*^ culated tp enflave, and operate to fuffocate refledion. On 

Y all fuch fMbjet^ men have but to think, and they will nei- 
^ ther zSt wrpng i^or l>e mifled. To fay that any people are 
^ not fit for freedom, is to make poverty their choice, and to 
^ iay they had rather be loa$led with taxes than not. If fuch 
^ a cafe could b^' proved, it would equally prove, that thofe 
^ who govern ^e not fit tP govern them, for they are a part 
^ of the fiinie natiopal ,mafs« 

H But admitting governments to be changed all over Europe ; 
H it certainly may be done without convulfion or revenge. It is 
H not worth making changes or revolutions, unlets it be for 
^ fome great national benefit ; and when this (hall appear to a 
^ nation, the danger will be, as in America and France, to 

V thofe who oppofej and wjth this reflexion I clofe my 

^ Prefece, 

♦^ THOMAS PAINE, 
^ f,9ndon^ Feb. 9, J79?/* 



Mr. Garro%i\ 1 had difmiffed this book, but the reading of th^ 
f re&ce has reminded me of fome paiTages I had overlooked. 

The follov^in^ pajfages were read^ 
{Page 161, ivo. edition.} 
" The fi-aud hypocrify, and impofition of governments aro 
•5 now beginning to be too well underftood to promife them any 
^ long career, Th^ f^cc qf moparchy an4 ariftocracy, in all 

« countries 
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^ countries is follovring that of chivalry, and Mr. Burke is (Ircft 
^ ing for the funeral* Let it then pafs quietly to the tomb of atf 
^ other follies and the mourners be comforted* 

^ The time i& not very diftant when England will laugh at 
^ itfelf for fending to Holland, Hanovcri Zell, or Brunfwick 
** for men, at the expence of a million a year, who underftood 
*^ neither her laws, her language, ndr her intereft, and whofe 
*' capacities would fcarceiy have fitted them for the office of a 
" parifli conftable^ If government could be trufted to fuch 
^^ hands, it mull be fome eafy and Ample thing indeed, and ma^- 
" terials fit for all the purpofes may be found in every town ani 
^ village in England,'* 

(Page i6r, 8m edition,) 

^ Within the fpace of a few years we have feen two Revolu-^. 
^ tions, thofe rf America and France, In the former, the con-* 
" teft was long, aiid the conflift fevere ; in die lattef, the nation 
^ afted with fuch i, cOnfolidated impulfe, that having no foreign 
** enemy to contend with, die revolution was complete in power 
^ the moment it appeared. From both thofe inftances it is evi-* 
*' dent, that the greateft forces that can be brought into the iield 
" of revolutions, are reafon and eommon intereft. Where thefe 
^ can have the opportunity of acSing^ oppofition dies with fear, 
^ or crumbles away by conviftion. It is a great ftanding which 
^ they have now univerfally obtained ; and we may hereafter hope 
** to fee revolutions, or changes in governments, produced with 
^ the fame quiet operation by which any meafure, determinable 
** by reafon and difcuiHon, is accompliflied. 

** When a nation changes its opinion and habits of thinking, 
^ it is no longer to be governed as before ; but it would not 
** only be wrong, but bad policy, to attempt by force what 
^* ought to be accompliflied by reafon. Rebellion confifts in 
** forcibly oppofing the general will of a nation whether by a 
** party or by a government. There ought, therefore, to be in 
" every nation a method of occafionally afcertaining the ftate of 
" public opinion with refpeft to government On this point 
*' the old governaient of France was fuperior to the prefent go- 

• *' vcniment 
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^ vcrmncnt of* England, feeca«fe, on extraor&iary otca&m^j 

^ recourfe could be had to what was Aen called the States-Ge-' 

^ neral. But in England there are no fiich oocaiicnaal bodies ; 

^ and as to thofe whd are now called Reprefcitlatives, a great 

^ part of them are fncre machines of the court, placemen, and 

^ dependants." 

(Pagit X70, ivo* editibn^-^ note*) 

^ I know it is ti» ^im/oa of many ^ the moft enlightened 

*' dianwSkers in FrancCj (there alwajus wSl be thofe who fee far*- 

^ dier into events than^ythers) not only among the general mafe 

■* of citizens j but of many of the principal members of the for- 

*' mer National Aflembly, that the monardiical plan will «ot oon* 

" tinue many years in that country. They have found out, that 

*' as wifdom cannot be made hereditary, ^Wer ought not ; and 

** that, for a man to merit a. million fterling a year from a<ia- 

•* tion, he ought to have a mind capable of compreheading from 

*' an atom to a univcrfe ; which, if he had, he would be above 

" receiving the pay. But they wifhed not to appear to lead the 

^ nation fafter than its own rcafon and interefl dictated. In ail 

" the converfations where I have been prefent upon this fubje<9;, 

*' the idea always was, that when fuch a time, from the general ' 

^ opinion of the nation, fhall arrive, that the honourable and 

^ liberal method would be, to make a handfome prefent, in fee 

^ iimple, to the perfon whoever he may be, that Ihall then be mi 

^ the monarchical office, and for him to retire to the enjoyment of 

^ private life, pofTeiling his ihare of general rights and privi<i> 

^ leges, and to be no more accountable to the public for his time 

' ^ and his conduft than any other citizen.'* 

Mr, "Gdrrsw, I (hall now return to the proceedings of die 
Conftitutional Society, read an entry at a Meeting of the 5th of 
Ofiiober, 1792. 

It was read* 

« At a meeting of Ae fociety held at the Crown and Anchor^ 
<* Tavern, Strand, on Friday, Oftober 5, 1792. 
" Mr. J. F. Tuffin, in Ac chair, 
« Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Sturdi, Dr. Maxwell; 

^ Mr. Boimy, Mr. John Martin, Mr. Symands, Mr* Joyce, 
"3 ^ Mr. 
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' * Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Walford, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Walft 
« Dr. Edwards, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. J. Williams, Mn 
^ Hardy, Mr. Sinclair. 

^ Ordered, That the letter from the London Correfponding 
** Society, entered on the minutes of the laft Meeting, together 
" with the refolution of the fociety thereon, be publifhed in the 
" newfpapers.! 

** Read the following letter from Mr. Joel Barlow, td the 
" Society for Conftitutional Informaticwi, London ; 

** Gentlemen, 

^ I have juft published a (mail Treatife, in a letter to the 
• National Convention of France^ on the defefts of the Confti* 
** tution of 179 1, and the extent of the amendments which ought 
•* to be applied. As the true principles of Government are the 
** fame in all countries, being founded on the Rights of Man, 
^ which are univerfal and imprefcriptible, I conceive the fubjeft 
^ of this Treatife capnot be foreign to the great objeft of your 
** aflbciation, of which you have done me the favour to make 
" me an honorary member ; I, therefore, prefent a copy of it to 
^ you, ivith the fame confidence that I have done to the Natioliai 
^ Coitrentiofi) a confidence arifing fi-om a full convii^on that 
^ the work is founded in truth and reafon, although thefe .pri»^ 
**:ciples feem not fo immediately reducible to praftice in the 
** government of Ais country as in that of France, yet thei* 
^ examination can never be unfeafonable. 

^ A great Revolution in the nianagement of the affairs of 
^ nations, is, doubtlefs, foon to be expedted through all Eu- 
^ rope ; and, in die progrefe of mankind towards this attain- 
**ment, it is greatly to be defired that the convictions to be 
* acquired from rational difcuflion, fhould precede aad preclude 
" thofe which muft refult from phyfical exertion, 

^ Such is certainly the ardent wifh of your friend and adopted 
^ brother. 

(Signed) .** Joel Barlow." 

" London^ OSlohcr \^ I792»" 

« Refolved, 
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•* Refolved, That the faid letter be taken into confickradoA 
^ at the next Meeting." 

Mn Garrow. We will read the thanks voted to Mr. Barlow 
for this letter at the next nieetihg of the fociety, which was on 
Che i2thof Odlober. 

The entry read. 
^ At a meeting of the Society held at the Crown ari<t Anchor 
• Tavern, Strand, Friday 12th, OQober, I79ii> 
^ PRESENT 
« Mr. Bufli in &e Chair, 

« Mr. L H* Tooke, Mr* Bonncy, Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Sy- 
** monds, Mr* J. Martin, Mr. Moore, Mr. Merry, Mr* 
«* Williams, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Banks, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. 
« G. Williams, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Tufiin, Mr. Satchell, 
« Mr. Watts, Mr. Rutt, Mr. Hull, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Little- 
** John, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Afpinal, Mr. Hardy, Mr. 
« Walford, Mr. Richter, Dr. Maxwell, Mr. M. Pearfon. 

** Read Mr. Joel Barkuw's letter to the National Conventton 
** erf France, on the defefts in the Conftitution of 1 791, and 
^ the extent of the amendments which ought to be applied. 

" Refolved, That Mr. Sturch be requefted to draw up ah 
•* anfwer to the letter of Mr. Barlow read at the laft meeting, 
^ expreffing how much pride this Society fed at having deAed 
** him an honorary member. 

Mr. Jofeph fohnfon. Examined by Mr, Garraw^ 

^ I believe you are a bookfeUer in St. Paul's^^ Church Yard ? 
jf. I am. 

^ And a publiflier ? 
j/, I am. 

^ Be fo good as took at that pamphlet which you have in 
your hand, and teU fiie wfaedier that is of your publUhing i 
A. I really cannot anfwer that queftion. 



( 33 ) 

^. iDo you know the perfon who appears to be die autbor^ 
Joel Barlow ? 

A. Yes, I do. 

J^. It appears to be publifhed by you, does it not ? 

J. It does, I puUiflied fuch a pamphlet 

^. I am not aiking pu at prefent whether diefe (heets of 
paper came out of your (hop, have the goodneis to attend to the 
queftion, you know Mr. Barlow you fay ? 

jf. Yes, I do. 

j^. Did you publilh for him at any time a work with the 
title of that pamphlet \ 

J. I did. 

^ Had you communication with him upon Ac fubjedt of 
that publication ? 

^. Ihad. 

^. Did you from him receive the manufcript ? 

>/. Ithinkldid. 

^. Have you any doubt of it? 

A. Whether he gave it to me or the printer I am not fure« 

J^. Who paid you for it I 

A. The fale paid for it. 

j^. Be fo good as look at i^ and tell me whether you hav« 
any doubt diat it was publiflied by you for Joel Barlow ? 

A, I cannot recoiled the contents of pamphlets I publiflu 
, J^. I fu{^)oie not, you publiih a good ma^iy ? 

A. I believe it to be that 

^ Have you any doubt about it ? 

A. I cannot fay I have any doubt about it 

J^ You publiih a great many books, and you do not alwidys 
recoiled the contents«-did it happen to you to publiih the Rights 
of Man? 

A. No. 

^. Did you fell any ? 

>f. Yes. 

^ How m^y copies— I don't aik you to within a thouiand|| 
but about how many do you think you fold ? 

Vot, II, D 4.\ 
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^ Did you fell many or few ? 
A. I cannot tell what you mean by many. 
^ Did y6«i fell ibme dozens ? 

A. Certainly I did-««wfaen itaat pacn^el^ ti^ puVUfbed it Y(rdd 
Tuppbfed not td be a libel, afterwards h was {roved to be one' 
i beg to i£fk the court whedier I sm obliged ilo anfwer tlot 
queftion? 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. It will not expofe yaix to amy hazard 
to fay whether you happen td kirow how maiiy copies were imb- 
lifhed. The witnefs ought not to be afteid Itow ^CLany- £r 
publiflied himfelf. 

. Mr, Qafihw^ Do you know of your own Jcnowkdge wbiethef 
the fale of the book called the Rights of Man Ivas extenfive cr 
not ? I don't afk you whether you fold one yourfelf- 

A. Yes, I tlfirdc I cani£iy ihat ihe fak was ia^ge. 

J^. Do you recoUeft receiving aiiy number of % fhiblidltion 
called a Letter to Mr, Dundas from' Mr. Paine i 

J. I did not puHifli it. / 

^ I did not afk if you pdbliflicd it, <ir Ivfcether fo\x diC-^ 
tributed ^any of it, but whether any ecrtsun number of copies 
lof that .publication mere (bnt to you by anjr l»ody-^I ^iU aiUft 
your memory, were there mot ;ifeven Hundred -font to you i 

Ati I thridc there were fiime feHt to ifie and forwarded into the 
country — ^ parcel was fcnt to me to txaivey to the coadi, I 
believe. 

^ Where from? 

A, I do not knowy bat I ftippdfe, -from die printer -s. 

:^ Do ttot you know of your own knbwledge by whofe 
^rdsr they were ibnt, (m: fir<>m whcxn they came i - 

A. No. 

^ You faid die fale of Mr. Barlow's Letter paid for thfe ex* 
pence — ^what quantity might be fold ? 

A. Perhaps five ojf fix hundred — ^I really do not know. 
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ExtraSIs read from — " A Letter to the National Convention 
^ of France, on the defeds of the Conllitution of 1791, and the 
" extent of the amendments which ought to be applied, by Jodi 
^ Barlowy Efq. author of Advice to Privikged Orders," 

(From page i, to the middle of page 12,) 

** Gentlemen the time is at bft arrived when the people of 
** France, by reforting to their own proper dignity, feel them- 
« felvcs at liberty to exercife their unembarraffed reafon, in 
^ eftablifhing an equal government. The prefent crifis in your 
^ affairs, marked by die aflembling of a National Convention, 
^ bears nearly die fame relation to the laft four years of your 
^ hiilory, as your whole re^(dution bears to the great accumu* 
^' lated maf$ of modern improvement, compared, therefore, with 
*' all that » paft, it is perhaps the moft intercfting portion of the 
^ ilioft important period that Europe has hitherto feen. 

« Under diis impreffion, and with the deepeft fenfe of the 
*• magmtude of the fubjeA which engages your attention, I take 
^ a liberty which no flight niotives could warrant in a ftranger, 
^ the libeity of offering a few obfervations on the bufinefs that 
^ Iks before you. Could I (iif^fe^ however, that any apology 
*' were neceffary for this intnifion, I ihould not rely upon die 
^ one here mentioned, but nvy intentions require no apology ; 
^ I demand to be heard, as a right. Your caufe is that of hu- 
'*< man nature at large ; you are the representatives of mankind ; 
** and though I am not literally one of your conftkuents, yet I 
** muft be bound by your decrees. My happinefs will be feri- 
^ oufly affected by your deliberations j and in them I have an 
^ interefi, which nothing* can deft roy. I not only confider all 
^ mai^ind as forming but one great family, and therefore bound 
»> by a naturri fympathy to regard each other's happiiiefsr as 
* makii^g part of their own 5 but I contemplate the Frenph na- 
^ tion at this moment as ftanding in the place of the whole, 
^ you heve ftepped forward with a gigantic ftride to an enter- 
-^ prize wWch involves the iirterefts of every furrounding nat4on ; 
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<< and what you began as juftice to yourfelveSt yoa are called 
^ upon to fiiiifh as a duty to the human face. 

** I believe no man chcrifhes a greater veneration than I have 
^ uniformly done, for the National Affembly who framed that 
** Conftitution, which I now prefume your cox)ftituents expe« 
« you to revife. Perhaps the merits of that body of men will 
** never be properly appreciated- The greateft part of their 
^ exertions were neceflarily fpent on obje^ which cannot be 
<^ defcribed; and which from their nature can make no figure 
^ in hiftory. The enormous weight of abufes diey had to over*- 
'^ turn, the quantity of prejudice with which their funn^ions 
^ called them to contend, as well in their own minds as in thofe 
^ of all the European world, die open oppofition ot interefts; 
^ the fecret weapons of corruption, and the unbridled fury of 
<^ defpairing faflion-— thefe are fubjeds which efcape our com- 
^ mon obfervation, when we contemjdate the labours of diat 
^ Aflembly. But the legacy they have left to their coimtry in 
<^ their deliberative capacity will remain a lading monument 
^ to their praife ; and though while fearching out die defe^ve 
^^ parts of their work^ without lofing fight of the difficuldes 
^^ under which it was formed, we may find more occafion to 
^ admire its wifdpm, dian to murmur at its fiiults } yet this con« 
^< fideration ought not to deter us from the attempt. 

^ The great leading principle^ on which their conftitudoA 
" was meant to be founded> is the equality of rights. This 
^ principle being laid down with fuch cleamefs, and aflerted 
** with -fo much dignity in the beginning of the code, it i$ 
^ ftrange that men of clear underftandings ihould fail to be 
« charmed with the beauty of the fyftem which nature muft 
^ have taught them to buiM on that foundation. It (hows a 
** difpofition to counteraft the analogy of nature, to fee diem 
^ at one moment impreifing this indelible principle on our 
^< minds and widi the next breath declaring, diat France iha& 
« remain a monarchy, that it ihall have a Jdog, hereditary, in- 
^ violable, clothed widi all die executive, and much of die le- 
^ ^&»A\t power, commander in chief of ^ die national force 
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^ \»7 land and Tea, having the initiative of war, and die power 
^' of concluding peace ;— and above all, to hear them declare 
^ that^ ^ The nation will provide, for the fplendour of die 
^ throne," grandng in their legifladve capacity to that throne 
^ more than a million fterling a year, from the nadonal purfe, 
^ befides the rents of eftates which are faid to amount to half 
^ as mudi more. 

^ We jnuft be aftonilhed at die paradoxical organiiadon of 
^^ die minds of men who could fee no difcordance in thefe ideaS| 
^* diey begin widi the open fimplicity of a rational republic, and 
^ immediately plunge into all die labyrinths of royalty} and 
^ a great part of die conftitudonal code is a pra£frical attempt 
^ to reconcile thefe two difcordant theories. It is a perpetual 
« conflid between principle and prccedent,-^between the manly 
^ trudis of nature, which we all muft feel, and the learned fub* 
^ tildes of ftatefmen^ about which we have been taught to 
•* reaibn. 

^ In revieinhg die hiftory of human opinions, it is an un* 
^ pleafimt confideradon to remaric how flow the mind has al- 
^ ways been in ieizing die moft interefting trudis ^ although^ 
^ vAisn difcovered, they appear to have been the moft obvbus. 
^ This remark is no where verified widi more circumftances 
<^ of r^ret, than in the prpgrefs of your ideas in, France relative 
^ to the inutility of the kingly office. It was not enou^ that 
^ you took your firft ftand upoxl die high ground of natural 
^ right i where, enlightened by the fun of reafon, you might 
f< have feen the clouds of prejudice roll Su* beneath your feet^ it 
^ was not enough diat you began by confidering royalty, widi 
^ Its well known fcourges as being the caule of all your evils> 
^ dutt die kings of modern Europe are the authors of war and 
^ mifery, diat their mutual intercourie is a commerce of human 
^ flaughter-*-that public debts and private oppreffiomy-widi adl 
^ die degrading vices diat tamifh the face of nature, had dieir 
^ origin in Aat fpeoies of government which. offers a pre* 
^ mium for vrickednefs, and teaches the few to tram|^ on the 
f n^J 9 it was not enough that you &w die means of a rege« 
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*< nendafi 6f mankind in the fyftem of equal n^btt, and tfaa( 
^ in a wealthy and polverful nation you poBSeSsi the advantage of 
^ t-edocing that fyftem to iounediate pradiice as an example to 
•* the world, and a confolation to human nature* All thefe ar- 
" goments, with a variety of odiers, which your republican 
** orators placed in the ftrongeft point of light, were infufEcient 
" to raife the public mind to a proper view of the fabjefl. 

^ It feems that fome of your own philof6phers had previoufly 
^* taught, that royalty was neceffary to a great nation* Monief- 
^ ^uieu, among his wfaimftcal maxLns about laws and governs 
^ ftient^ had informed the w<»rld that a limited Monarchy was the 
•* beft poffible fyftem, and that a Democracy could never flourifli 
♦' but in a fmall trad of country. How many of your legiflators 

* believed in this doflTine ; how many a£ked from temporifing 
^ motives, wifiiing to banifh royalty by flow degreed ; and how 
** many were led by principles left pardonable than either, it is 
" impoflible to determine. Certain it is> that republican ideas 
^ gained no ground upon die monarchical in your conftitimng 
•^ afietnbly, during the laft fix months of their deliberations. It 
,^ is likewife certain, that the majority of that afiJamWy took 
.•* much fains to prevent the people from difcovering the cheat 
^ of royalty, arid to continue their ancient veneration, ^t ieaft 
^ for a while, in favour of certain principles ill government, 
^ which reafon could not approve. 

• ^^ It is remarkable, that all the perfidy of your King, at the 
^ time of his flight, fliouIdJiaYe had k little cSoA in opemng 
-^ the eyes of fo enlightEncd a people as the French. His flight, 
-** and the infulting dccbu-ation which he left behind himg were 
^ fuffident not only to give the lie to th^ iidcon^ with whidi 
^ common fenfe has always been put tq the .bluib; ainl to 
^ urixicfa yamr aflembly had atfemptsed to give a iaiiAion, Th^ft 
^ ^Hgs cffn done fjur&^; but they were fvifficicftt to IheW, at 
y- leaft to all who wosdd open the\r eyes, tha( the bufinefs ^f 
•^ ^governnient required no ftch officer, Thefe is no period,^ 

: ^' during yottr RevdatioB, if there is any to be luund in tlie 
^^a&orjf, of Jjnance,,.ighiQii4)]|ibieife mmt Jon Mritb ^qr^ alacrHy 
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9 ^ gM ^^U tjiaa 4uriog .U^e fufp^ioa of tbe royal fimc^ 
^ tions, in the interval, from the time that the King )yas brought 
^ Iback to the capital, in Jimcy till the completipo of the con^ 
^ ftitudon in September. Every thing went right i^ the J^iAg* 
^ dom, except within the walls of the afleml;|ly. 4> niajority 
^ of that body liyas determined to make an ^^f^ijoent of a 
^ liftiited I^nardiy* The experiment has been made. Its 
^ diU9tioo ha^, indeed, been ihort, being lefs than elevea 
S^ iQonlhs ; j^i^ altkot^b in fome refpeds it has been alraoft as 
«* fatal to the caufe of liberty as any fyftem could have beeii 
^* within tiie time, yet, in other refpefts, it has done more goo4^ 
^ than all the reafonings of all the philofophers of the age could 
•* have done in a much longer time : it has taught them a new 
" doflrine, which no experience can (hake, and which reafon 
** muft ppnfirm, That Kings can do no good.** 

(j^age 14 and part sfis) 

^ Among the probable evils refalting from tbe kingjy office^ 
■^ the principal one, and indeed the only one that need to be 
^ menti^ed^ is the chance of its being held by a wfak or n 
^ fvUied man. When the office is hereditary, it is fcarcely tq 
^ be expeded but that this (hould always be the cafe* CcNnfi'T 
^* dering the birth ^education of Princes, the chance of finding 
^ one with practical common fenfe, is hardly to be reckoned 
^ among poffibk events i nor is the probability lefs flrong againil 
f' their having viftiAe. The temptations to wickednefs arifing 
^ £rQm,^ir fituation^ are too powerful to be refifled. The per^ 
^ fuafive arts of all their flatterers, the companions of their 
^ youth, the miwft^s of th^ir pleafures, and every perfon with 
f' whom they eyf r converfe, are necefiarily employed to induce 
'^ them to increafe their revenue, by qppreffing die people, whom 
f< they are taught from their cradle, to confider as beafts qf 
•^. l^urtben: and what muft aloaoft ioSm^ the triuipph of wickednefc 
.^ in their tempef$> is, the idea that they ^ tota^y and for ever 
^ without reftraint* This is an aUurement to yi^e, that even 
^ pen of fenfe c9ul4fcaccety.reM. Iq^pcef^ k 9^ tj|ie mind of 
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* any man, that he can do n9 wrongs and he will toon eoimndl 
. « you of your miftake. 

^ Take diis general fiimmary of the evils arifing from heredi* 
^ tary Monarchy, under any reftridiions diat can be propofed, and 
^ place it (HI one fide of the account, and ftate, on die odier 

* fide, the truth which I bcJieve no man of refltftion will here* 
^ after call in queftion, That Kings can- 4$ no good^ and the 
•* friends of liberty will no longer be in doubt which way ptt 
** wiU decide die queftion relative to that part of your*o*n# 
« ftitution*'* 

(Page ^l to lb,) 
^ But it will be faid, I am too late, widi all thefe ob&r« 
^ yatioiis, oi^ the neceffity of profcribing royalty from your 
•* conftitution. The caufe is already judged in the minds of 
^ the whole people of France; and their wiflies will furely be 
•< the rule of your conduft. I fuppofe tha^t, without being re-^ 
^ minded of your duty by a ftranger, one of your firft refolutions 
^ would be, to fix a national anathema on every veftige of regal 
" power, and endeavour to wipe out from the human charaSer 
" the ftain which it received with its veneration for Kings and 
V « hereditary claims. But it requires much reflexion) to be well 
^ aware to what extent this duty (hould carry you. Tliere arfe 
^' many vices in your conftitution, which though not apparently 
♦* connected with the King, had their origin in regal ideas. To 
*' purify the whole code from thefe vices, and to purge human 
^< nature from their efFefls, it will be neceffary to refort to 
^ many principles which appear not to have ftruck die loinds of 
« the firft affembly. 

** You will permit me to hint ?t fome of die great outlines of 
*' what may be expeSed from you, under the peculiar advantages 
^ with which you meet to form a glorious Republic. Aldiotigh 
*< many of my ideas may be perfectly fuperfluous, being the lame 
^ as will occur to every member of your body, yet it is poMble 
** that fome of them may ftrike the mind in a new point of light, 
^< and lead to reflexions which would not rife from any oth^ 
^ quarter^ Should this be the cafe in the finaljeft degree^ it 
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t^ ought to be cMfi4cred» both by yoa ^nd ja^ as m jofto 
V rewajpd for our i»ins, in writing and in reading this letter. 

^ On confidering the fubjeA of govemmenty when die iudI 
^ is once fet loofe fiom the fliackles of royalty, it finds itfelf 
^ in a new world: it rifes to a more extenfive view of every 
^ circumfhuice of the focial ftate. Human nature afliimcs a new 
^ and more elevated ihape, and difplays many moral features, 
^ wiucbi from having been always dii^fedi were not known t9 
^ €xift« In this cafe, it is a long time before we acquin afaabit 
<^ of tracing effedb to their proper cau&s, and of applying the 
^ eafy and fimple remedy to thofe vices of our nature whidi 
^ fociety requires us to reftrain. This, I apprehend, is the 
^ fource of by far the greateft difficulties with which you have to 
^ contend We are fo much ufed, in govermxient, to the mofi* 
^ complicated fyftems, as being nccefiary to fupport thofe i|xi« 
^ pqfitioos, without which it has been fuppofed impoffible for 
^ men to be governed, that it is an unufi|al taik to conceive of 
*^ the fimplicity to which the bufmefs of government may be 
^ reduced, and to which it muft be reduced, if we would have it 
f< anfwer the pjiirpofe of prompting happinefst 
' ^' AfiGT profcribing royalty, with al] its appendages, I fuppob 
♦* it will not be thonghl neceilary in JFr^icc tp tippojt any o^icr 
^ errors and fuperf^itions qf a f;milar complexion i but that ttn« 
^ difguifed reafon, in all things, will be preferred to the <;k>a]^ of 
^ impofitionf Should this be the c^e, you will conceive itn» 
^ longer neceflary to maintain a fuitional fbur^h. 7*his e^a** 
^ bliibmeiit is fo manifefl)y an imjpQfition upon the Judgment of 
^< mankind, that the conftitutipg ailembly muft have confidered 
^ it in tha( pght. |t is one of thpfe i^ooarohica} ideas, which 
^ p^y *is die wretched compliment of fiippofmg, that w^ are not 
** capable of being governed by our own xeafon. To fuppofc 
** that the people of France arc to learn the mode of worfhipping 
** God from the decrees of the Council of Trent, is certainly a^ 
^ abfurd as it would be to appeal to fuch a Council, to learn how 
^ to breathe, of to open their eyes. Neither is it true, as is 
#* ^gued by the advocates of this; part of jrour conftitutipn, that 
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^:^ preferences itbope 9ven to jooe moik of woriUp^ liy t}i9 
<^ payment of die Catholic priefts frcxiL the mdoaod puiie^ touthe 
f . tXiclufion of Q(hers» was founded on lie iiiea of the property 
? fuppofcji to have been pofiefled by that chuixh, and wfaich^^by 
<f the a&mbly, was dedarcd to be diGncrforwacd the property of 
H the iHition. 

^. The churchy in tibis fen& of die wocd, figmfies nothing buf 
^ a puJe of W9rjbip ; and to prcnre that a mode can l^ a pro*- 
^. prietor of lands, requires a fuhdlity of :kgic that I fhail not 
^ attempt t(e^ refute. . The b£i {% die churchy confidered as an 
^ hierarcbyy was alwajrs nccei&ry to the fiipport of royalty j and 
** your airembly, with great confiftency. o( deiign, wifbing to 
^ prdEerve fotnething of the dd fabric, preferred fooiething of 
^ this neceflary prop. But as the fiibric is now overturned, the 
H prop may be fiifely taken aiwayi : I am confident that mo-f 
¥ nardiy and hierarchy will be buried in the fame graye^ and 
f^ tbat ill France they will not furvive the jwefent year/* 

^ After laying down the great fund^ental principle, thetatl 
^ men are equal in their rightSy it ought to be the invariable 
•* objeft of the focial compa£t to infure the exercife of that 
^ equality, by rendering them as equal in all forts of enjoyments, 
^ as can poifibly he confiftent with good order, induftry; and the 
^ reward of merit^ Every individual ought to be rendered as 
** independent of every other individual as poiEble ]j and> at the 
^ fame time, as dependent as poffible on the whole community. 

** On this undeniable maxim, I think the foDowing pofitions 
** ought to be f3unded and guaranteed in the cpnftitutional 
^ cod^ : 

Mr, l^auzun. I fpund this letter iqi Mr, Hardy's houfe amoiig 
,|^is othei* papers, 

It wa^ read^ 
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•^ To Ac {London Corrcfpondiijg Society. 
• Gentlemen^ 
** I have lately publiflied a fmall treatife under the title of ^< A 
** Letter to the National Convention of Frange, on the Defefla 
^ in the Conftitution of 1791, and the extent of the Amcnd- 
** ments which ought to be applied." Although the obfervations ' 
" contained in this letter are more particularly applicable to the 
** French Nation in the prefent crifis of its government, yet, as 
" the true principles of fociety are every where the fame, their 
** examination cannot be unfeafonable in any nation or at any 
^ time. Believing, therefore, that the fubje£t of thi^ treatife 
** will not be thought foreign to the great objed of your afTo- 
^ ciation, I prefent a copy of it to you, with the fame confidence 
** as I have done to the National Convention, and to the Con- 
<f ftitutional Society in London ; a coxifidence arifing from the 
^ fuii peritt^fion that the work is founded in truth and reafon. 

*^ I take the liberty at the iame time to fend you a copy of aft- 
*< other publication, entitled, *« Advice to the Privileged Orders*** 
^' The prefent difpoiition in Europe towards a general revolution 
** in the princijJe of government, is founded in a current of 
'•' opinion too powerful to be refifted, as well as too £icred to^ 
^ be treated with negle<St It is the duty of every individual to 
^ afSft, not only in removing the obftrudlions that are found in 
** the way of this revolution, but in afcertaining with as mudi 
^ preciflon as poflible the nature of the obje<Sl to be aimed a(^ 
^ and die confequences to be expeSed from the attaiinment. It 
^ is above all things <to be de£red that the convictions to be ac- 
^^ quired from ratioiial difcuffion, fhould precede and preclude 
^. tbofe which muft refult from phyfical exertion, 

** Such, I believe, is the objedb of your fociety, and fuch is 
** 'Certainly that of your friend and fervant, 

^ JOEL BARLOW." 

" LmdoHy 0^.6, 179a. 
i^ddreffed « To the J^andou Ornfpowimg SocUtyy care of Mr^ 

Mr. 
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^ 

Mr 4 G arrowy to Mr.Jobnfrtt. Wbo was the auAor'oT ftU 
pamphlet^ which at)pears to have been publiihed by you^ eacided 
« Advice to the Privil^ed brdcrs." 

jt I publifhed a pamphlet with that title for Mr, BarioWr I 
believe this is it, 

j^. Da yop know whether Re was the (ble author of it^ or 
were diejre juiy other perfoos concerned in it ? 

J. I cannot tell ; but \ really believe he was the (ble audK>r, 

j^ Which yoQ publiihed in the fame way, I fuppofe^ as yoir' 
did ihft other — Had it a large fale ? 

J^ Not a very large fale \ not many more than a thoufand^ I 
believe* 

Extralfs read from " Advice to die Privileged Orders 6f the 
•* feveral States of Europe, refulting from the Neceffity and Pro- 
*^ priety of a General Revolution in the Principles of GovenK 
«^ men^ Part I. the Third Edition, by Jod Barlow." 

{From-Pagi ly to Page 20,) 

• Mr. Burke, however, in his defence of Royalty, does not 
* rely on this argument of the compadt. Whether it be that he 
<* is confcious of its futility, or that in his rage he forgets dut he 
^ has ufed it, he is perpetually recurring to the laft ground that 

' '^ has yet been heard of on which we are called upon to confider 
^ kings, even as a tolerable nuifance ; and to fupport the exifting 
•* forms of government, this ground is the general good of tkr 
^ communrfy. It is faid to be dangerous to pull down f3rftenfi9 
^ that are already formed, or even to attempt to improve them ; 
*< and it is likewife faid, that, were they peaceably deftroytd, and 
*^ we had fociety to build up anew, it would be beft to create 
<* hereditary kings, hereditary orders, and exclufive privileges. 
• ^ Thefe are fober . opinions, uniting a dafs rf reaibners toa 
•* numei'ous and too rcfpeftable to be treated with contempt I 

'*• believe, however, that dieir number is every day diminifhing ; 
♦^ ^d I believe the example which France will foon be obliged 

** to 
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^ ti> e)diibit t6 the World oti this fubjeft^ will induce tfrcrj tkm 
^ to ftjeft tiiem who is not perfonally and exdufiveljT interefted 
*^ in Atlt fuppdrt« 

^ The inconfiftency of the conftituent aflTcmfaly, in retain^ 
* log an hereditary king, armed with an enormous civil lift^ 
^ to wage war with a popular gorernment, has induced fom^ 
^ petfoDS to predift the down&Il of their conftitutioii) but ttis 
^ meafure had a different origin from what is conunonly aiSgned 
*^ to it^ and will probably have a different iffue ; it was the 
^ refok rather of local and temporary ciicumftasDes, than of any 
^ genend believe in the utility of kings, under any m odi fi cario n s 
^ or limitations that could be attached to the office. . 

^ It is to be obferved,/ry?) that the French had a king upon 
^ their hands : this king had always been confidered as a wdU 
^ difpofed msm ; fo that, by a fatality fomewhat fingularf though 
^ not unexampled in r^gal hiftoryy he gained the love of the 
" people almoft in proportion to the mifchief which he did them* 
^ Sec4M4tIyj their king had very powerful family connexions la 
^ the fovereigns of Spain, Auftria, Naples and Sardinia beCdes 
^his relations within the kingdom, whom it was neceflary to 
•* attach, if poffible, to the interefts of the community, Thirdl^^ 
'^the Revolution was confidered by all Europe as a high and 
^dangerous experiment; it was neceflary to hide, as much as 

* poffible, the appearance of its m:^nitude from die eye of die 

* di&ant obferver. The reformers confidered it a^ their duty to 
*^ produce an internal regeneration of ibciety, rather than an ex* 
^ ternal change in d^e appearance of the court; to fet in order 
''the counting'houfe and the kitchen, before arranging die 
^ drawing-room. This would leave the fovereigns of Europe 
"^ totally without a pretext for interfering, while it would be 
^ cpnfoling to that dafs of philofophers who ftill believed in die 

* compatibility of royalty and liberty. Fourthly^ this decree that 
^ France Jbmld have a king^ and that he could do no wrongs W9$ 
^pafled at an early period of their operations, when the above 
** reafons were apparently more urgent than they were afterwards, 
^ er probably will ever be again# 

•Trom 
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' ^ From thefe cbhCd^tatiGns we may conclude thatx(3fjitf it 
^ preferred id France for reaibns which are fugitive ; th^ a m^t* 
** jority of the Conftituent Aflembly did not believe in it as 
^ an abftrad principle ; that a majority of the people wiU learn 
*' to be difgufted with fo unnatural and ponderous a defonnity in 
^ their new edifice, and will ibo^i hew it off, 

*^ After this improyement fliall have been made, a few years 
^ experience in the face of Europe, and on fo great a theatre as 
^ that of France, will probably leave but onQ opinion, in the 
« minds of honeft men, rebtive to the republican principle, or the 
'^ great funplici^ of nature^ applied to the organizatioii of 
** fociety. 

(Pageti.) 

^ It depends on a much more important dafs of men, th* 
** clafs that cannot write, and in a great meafu/e on ihofe who 
** cannot read ; it is to be decided by men who reafon better 
** without books, than we do with all the bo(^s in the world : 
** taking it for granted, therefore, that a general revolution is at 
•^ hand, whofe progrefs is irrefijiible^ my objeft is to contemplate 
*' its probable effects, and to comfort thofe who are afRi6b^ at the 
" profpea." 

Mr. Garrow^ to Mr. Johnfin. Did you publifii the former 
editions of this work ? 

A I did. • • 

^ Perhaps you mean that the fale of each edition was not 
more than you mentioned? 

A. There were three editions, five hundred each edition, and 
there were a confiderable number left* 

^ Was this firft publifhed before the death of the late King 
of the French, or not ? 

Mr, Johnfon. What is the date in the title-page ? 

Mr. Garrow, This is the third edition — Do you know whetiier 
Ihis was publiflied before, or after that event f 
• A. I cannot tell — I think it was publifhed in 1792, or 1791. 

Mr. Garrow^ to Mr. Johnfon. Be fo good as look at that 
pamphlet: it is called « A letter to the Addreffcrs, by Thorfias 

t* Paine." 
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•« Ps^ine." Do you Jcnow whether any pamphlet ^f that fort--was 
publifhed by Thomas Paine. 

A. Certainly there was. 

^. Do you believe this to be one of the copies that were fo 
publifhed \ 

A* I believe it is. 

^. I <lo not know whether you know any thing of the cheap 
edition or not — Do you know how foon the cheap edition camo 
0ut after the iirft edition^ 

A. No* 

^ Have you feen any of the cheap edition r 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you know whether that was publifhed about the iame 
time? 

A. It was publifhed after the large edition-^I do not know 
how long. 

t^. Look at that popy of the cheap edition, and fay whether 
you believe that to be one of the copies that was publifhed \ 

A. I cannot fay, becaufe any printer may copy this. 

■Mr, Erjkine. Do you n^eaa to fw^ar that the large edition 
is — ^that either is. 

A. No. I only believe it from the appearance of it — any 
printer may copy it. 

Mr. Garrow, You have already faid^ that you believe that to 
be one of the copies of- the large edition which was publifhed by 
Mn Paine. 

A* It has all the appearance of it-^any printer may take a fac 
fimile copy of it. 

^. Upon looking at dt, do you bdieve it to be one, or have 
you any doubt on the fubjeft. 

A* I cannot piDUtivoly fey — a printer -may print a fee funile 
of it. 

^. Do you believe that to have been printed by a printer 
making a fac fimile . without authority, ^r to be one of the 
original edition J I afk you upon your oathr 

A, I cannot fay, becaufe a printer can make a fac fimile. . 
f • Lord 

3 
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t^ori Chief yujitce Eyre, Unlels he can (peak from the type^ 
«r Ac intrinfic circumftances, it is nothing. 

J. I really cannot fo {peak* 

Mr. Garrow. Who <loes that appear in the title-page to be 
prmted by ? 

jf. Sjrmonds. 

J^ Is there any other perfort named as the publilher ? 

J. And Clio Rickman. 

j^ Had you communications with the author upon the fubjeft 
of an edition of the Addre(s to the Addrellers i 

j£ I beg leave to addrels the Court. My Lord, this publi- 
cation has been deemed a libel — - 

Mr. Garrow. I am not aflcing the witnefe whether he pub- 
Eihed or fold any of them> or i^diether he lent any one, but 
whether he had any communication with the author upon the 
fubjefl* 

A The author printed it, to die beft of my knoidedgc, when 
I was in the tountry — ^I was at Margate, I believe, at the time 
when he printed this pamphlet* 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Hitherto I do not obferve, that 
you have laid a ground for afking any queftlon about thi^ 
book. 

Mr, Jitorney-Generah We will poftpone the examination of 
Mr» Johnfon at pre(ent. 

Mr. Garrow. We will now read the reft of Ae minute of 

the Conftitutional Society of the I2th of October, which your 

Lordihip recollects we poftponed in order to read Mr. Barlow'a 

book. 

(It was read.) 

« Ordered, 

« That Ac Secretary be directed to tranfmit a copy of Ae 

*^ Argus of to-morrow ta eadi of the members of Ais fociety. 

« Read, 
*^ The following Letter, and inclofed Addrefs to Ae National 
^' Convention of France, from Ae London Correiponding 
« Society. 
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^ To D. Adams, Secretary to die Society for Cooftitutioiial 
^ Infennatioiu 
^ Sir, 
^ Your &vor of the diird inftant, informing us, diat our 
^ propolal for addreffing die French National Convention, had 
" met witfaf die approbation of the Society for Conftitudonud 
^ Information, we have endofed you a copy of die addrefs we 
^ have djfkwn up, and mean to iend, the fociety at large having 
•• approved of it. 

^ Not in die leaft pr^uming to propoTeit for the adopdon of 
^ your .fociety, ourfelves will joyfolly throw it afide, and as 
^ readily fubfcribe to any prodivSion of your*s, better calculated 
^ to anfwer the pufpofo, and le(s unworthy being prefented to 
^ fo auguft an Afiembly. 

^ Should no odier be produced, we imagine this plain, but 
^ honeft addreft, will be adopted by fome other focieties, in 
^ concurrence with our own; and relJpeiSing the manner of 
^ figning, of conveying, and of prefonting it, your better ex* 
^ perienced advice will greadji^cblige, 
^ Gendemen, 

^ Your very humble Servants, 
^ For die Committee of the London Correl|)onding Society 
(Signed) 

« MAURICE MARGARO% a^irmm. 
" THOMAS HARDTy Secntaryr 
^ Tburfdaji nth OSf^bir^ 179a." 

« FRENCHMEN. 

^ While foreign robbers are ravaging your territories, under 
« die fpecious pretext of Juftice; Cruelty and Defoladon leading 
^ on dieir van. Perfidy with Treachery bringing up their rear, 
^ yet Mercy and Friendihip impudendy held forth to the world 
*< as the fole motives of their incurlions, the oppreflbd part of 
^ mankind forgetting, for a while, their own fufferings, feel only 
^ for yours, and widi an anxious eye watch the event, fervendy 
^ fupplicadng the Almighty Ruler of die Univerfo to be fiivour- 
^ able to your caufe, fo intimately blended widi their own. 

Vol.. II, E * «* Frowned 
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^ trowned'upon by an oppreffive fyftem of ccwitroul, whofe* 
" gradual, but continued encroachments, have deprivtd this 
^ nation of nearly all ifs boafted Liberty, and Ijrought us allnoft 
^ to that abje£l'1ftate of Slavery, from which you ha^e fo 
*« emer^trf, 5,000 Britiih Citizens, indignant, nuanfuUy ftep 
*< forth to rcfcue their country from the opprobrium brought 
** upon it> by the fupine conduS of thofe. in ppwen They 
** conceive it to be the duty of Britons to eountenance and affiflr,- 
^ to the utmoft of their power, the Champions .of Human Hap*' 
*f pintfs, and to fwear to a nation, proceedfog qn the "plan you 
<* have adopted, an inviolable Friendfliip- Sacred fjromthi* 
^ day be that Friendfliip betweeo us ! And, may Vi^ngeaiice.top 
" the uttcrmoft, overtake the man who herder ihall attempt 
" to caufe a rupture* 

" Though we appear So few at prefect, beaffUred,. French- 
"men, that our number cncreafes daily; it is tta«^ lliat the 
*' ftern uplifted arm of authority at prefent keeps back the 
^ timid, that, bufily circulated . impoflors hourly nuflcad the 
'^ credulous, and that Court intihiacy, with avowed French 
" Traitors, has fome eiFed on the unwary, and on the ambitious. 
." But, with' certainty, we can inform you, Friends and Freemen, 
*V that information makes a rapid progrefe among us. CurioGty 
" has taken pofieffion of the. public mind;' the conjoint reign 
".of Ignofiance and Defpotifm paffes away. Men now aflc each 
" other, what is Freedom? What are our Rights? French- 
*' men, you are already fl'ee, and Britons are preparing to 
" become fof . 

'' Cafting far from us the criminal prejudices artfully in- 
^' culcated by evil-minded men^ and wily Courtiers, we, inftead o£. 
-** natural enemies, at length difcover in Frenchmen, ou^ fellow 
" Citizens of the world, and our brethren by the feme Heavenly 
** Father, who created us for the purpofe of loving and mutually 
^ affiftiifg each other ; but not to hate, ^d to be ever ready to 
'* cut each others throats, at the command of weak or ambitious 
« Kings, and corrupt Minifters. 

** Seeking our real enemies, we find them in our bofoms 5 we 

€i feel ourfdves inwardly torn by, and ever die viftims of a 

' ^ f reftlefe, 
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^ reftlefs, alUconfuming atiftocracy, Iwtherto the bane of every 
** nation under the fun ! Wifely have you afted in cxpelUng it 
^ from France. 

^ Warm as are our wHhes for your faccefs, eager as we are 
**' to behold fireedom triumphant, and man every where reftored 
•* to the enjojmient' of his juft rights, a fenfe of our duty, as 
* orderly Citizens, forbids our flying in arms to your afliftance; 
** our Government has t)l6dged the national faith Xo remain 
^ neutral : — in a ftruggle of Liberty againft Defpotifm, Britons 
^ remain neutral ! O fhame ! But we have entrufte^ our King 
** wift difcretionary powers j—wej therefore, nauft obey; — oiy 
** hands are bound, but our hearts are free, and they are with 
** you. ' , . ., 

" Let German Defpots a£l as they plcafe. ' We fliall rejoice 
** at their fall, compaffionatipg however their enllaved fubjefls. 
^ We hope this tyranny of their matters will prove the means of 
•* reinftating, in the full enjoyment of their Rights and Liberties, 
*^ millions of our fellow creatures. 

" ** Widi unconcern, therefore, we view the El^ftor of Hanover 
•*'join his tro6ps to traitors 2ini robbers; but the King of 
•* Great Britain Will do well to remember, that this country 
^ is not Hanover.— Should he forget this diftindion, we will 
« not. 

<* While you enjoy the envieA^ gloty of beiiig the unaided 
•^ defenders of Freedom, we fcnffly antici(>ate, in idea, the nu'-^ 
^ merous bleffings mankind will enjoy, if you (ucceed, as we 
^ ardently wife, the Triple Alliance (not of Crowns, b^it) of the 
^ people of America, France, and Bfitam, will give Freedom to 
^ Europe, and peace to. the whole world. Dear Friends, you 
•* combat for the advantage of the human »race: How well puf^ 
** chafed will be, though at Ae expence of mueh Wood, the 
** glorious, the unprecedented privifege of faying, mankind Is 
"•^ free ! Tyrants and tytamiy are no more ! Peace feigns on 
* tJie earth 1 And this is the work of Frenchmen.'* 
« Rcfolved, 

« That the thanks of this fociety be given to the Loirfoh 
« Correii)onding Society, for the above addrefs tranfmitted by 

E 2 **themi 
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^ them; and dtat the fecretary acquaint them, this IbcieQr i^ 
^ highly approve of the fpirit ol die (ame/* * 

The folhwtng entries were read from the books of the Society 
for Con/titutional Information. • 

^ At a Meeting of the Society held at the Crown and 
^ Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, Odober 19, 1792* 

« PRESENT, 
•^ Mr. I. H. Tooke in the chair. 

« Mr, Sturch, Mr. Hull, Mr. Froft, Mr. Williams, Mr. Merrj> 
« Dr. Edwards, Mr. Fearfon, Mr. Anfcll, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. 
•* Brookbank, Mr. WaUh, Mr. Banks, Mr. Bonney, Mr. 
*« Peacock^ Mr. Walford, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Joyce, Mr. 
^ Holcroft, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Richter, Lord Edward 
" Fitzgerald, Mr. Sljriclair. 

^ Mr. Sturch produced >md read to the Ibciety the followipg 
^ anfWer, he was direded to prepare to Mr. Joel Barlow, 
^ which was approved of and publiflied together widi Mr. Barr 
^ low's letter to this ibciety in the papers. 

^ Sir, 
^ Your manly and energetic addreis to the National Conven- 
^ tion of France, having been received by the fociety for Con-^ 
<< ftitutional Information, and read at their laft Meeting, they 
^ cannot heiitate to return you their unanimous thanks for b 
^ valuable a prefent, and to exprcis in the warmeft terms dieir 
*^ hearty approbation of its fpirit and tendency; your little treatiie, 
'^ by exhibiting the moft important political truths in a new and 
^ ftriking point of view, is, in dieir opipion, happily calculated 
^ to inform die inquiring mind, and to infpire sin ardent and en«- 
^ lightened zeal for the freedom and happinefs of mankind. In 
^ this opinion, they doubt not, the public voice vnU concur^ 
^ when the pamphlet fhall have obtained that gena:al circulation 
^ to >^ich its merits intitle it* 

«It 



( $3 ) 

^ It is mth reafon that you diiiilc the fubjeft of your bode 
^ not foreign to the great objedl of die ibciety, wUcb has invai« 

* riab]y been to lead their countrymen to think for themfelves on 
^ the moimentous fubjeiS of government^ and dras to produce aa 
^ uni verial and pra&ical convidion of one great truth, <hat with- 
^ out a real reprefention of die people, frequendy ijenewed, there 
^ can be no efFe^tual check to that fyftem of corruption, by 
^ which die public treafure is fquandered; no iecurity for that 
^ portion of liberty which we IhaU enjoy, nor any ratipnal hope 
^ that government will be conduced with a view to its only pro- 
^ per objed, the happineis of the many, and not the intereft of 
« die few- 

" The fociety obferve, with heart-fck (atisfii^on, dnt in the 
^ prefent great crifis of himian aflairs while fome writers are 
" found even* in this country, w)io openly proclaim what they 
^ call the < Caufe of Kings' in oppofition to the cade of the 
^ people, whom they impudendy term the * Swintfh Multitude -, 
'** there are not wanting on the other hantf, men of die firft cha- 
^ T^&€r and ability who nobly vindicate the Rights of Man,* and 
^ they truft, diat your excellent writings in general, and the 
« letter to die Convention of France in particular, will be emi* 
^ nendy conducive to the fuccefs and final triumph of that caufe, 
" which you juftly ftyle * the moft glorious that ever engaged 
** the attention rf mankind/ 

* JoelBarbwy Efqr^ 

^^ Read the following letter from the London Correfponding 
^ Society. 

^'LondoMy O^aher i8, 1792. 
** Sir, 

^ The London Correfponding Society learn, with pleafure, 
* that the Society for Conftitutioml Informatioii approve the 
^ fpirit of our addreis ; but to come back to the point, we ima- 
^ gine diat as you had*prevbufly approved the meafur^ and as 
^ you now like the fpirit of the addreis, we may with propriety*, 
^ aflc you, whether you will concur with us in fending that ad* 
^ drefs, or whedier you will draw up another letter fuited to the 
E 3 * <* prefent 
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n pilefciit circumftantes p and permit m to Join you in tranfiiiie-i 
V ting it to the French National Convention. 

** I am, Sir, 
-3- ** For the Committee of the Delegates of the 

• " London Cprrefponding Society, 

" Your very humble S-rvant, 
* MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman. 
•* 2). Jdamsj Secretary to the Society for Conjfitutsonal Information:* 

« Refolved, 
** That Ae Committee be appointed to confer with the Dele- 
** gates of the London Correfponding Society, on an addrefs to 
*• the National Convention of France." 



« At a Meeting of the Society held Friday, Odlober 26, 
" V792, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand. 

'* Mr/john Froft in the Chair, 
♦' Mr, Holcfoft, Mr. Peacock, Mr» Moore, Mr. Hull, Mr. 
*' Walford, Dr, Edwards, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Banks, Mr, 
« Balmanno, Dr. Maxwejl, Mr. J. Martin, Mr. Sinclair^ 
^^ Mr, Sturqh, Mr. Joyce, Colonel Keating, Mr, Pearfon^ 
« Mr. Bonney, Mr, L Williams, Mr. L H. Tooke, Mr, 
" Brookbank, Mr. Dodfon, Mr, Sutton, Mr. Bailey, Mr. 
" Morgan, Mr, Barlow, Mr, Satchell, Mr, J. Adams, Mr. 
« Richter, Mr, Geddes, 

** The Secretary jead the report of the Committee appointjed 
<* at the laft Meeting, 
« Refolved, 
* That the report of the Committee be re^committed. 

« Ordered, 
*^ That the Secretary do procure correct copii^s of the mani-» 
^ fefh)^ pubUflied bytl^e late Genial Burgoyne while in Ame-* 
^ rica \ of the firft manifefto lately publiihed by the Duke o( 
^ ' Brttnfwitk in France ; of the laft Royal proclamation againft 
« writings add meetings iri Enghod j ajid pf the EmperOrs re-i 

" cent 
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^ cent pioclamatlon at Brttfllls o(i the fame ftibje<^ In order 
^ ^ the& four pieces may be printed fairly together on one 
" ihcet of paper, and be tranfmitted by. this fociety to all th« 
<* affociated focieties in Great-Britain. 

" Refolved, That the a1)ove order be publifhcd in the ncwC» . 
" papers. . 

" Refolved, That at. the next meeting of this , fociety, they 
" do confider of an anfwcr to the London Correif onding Sq- 
" ciety on the fubjeft of 'their lefter> accompanying their addrefs 
** to the National Convention of Jrance. . 

" Refolved, That at the faid meeting, the fociety do attend 
^ to the example of the London Correfponding Society, and 
* confider of an addrefs to the National Convention of France/*. 



*' At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
* held at Ac Crown and* Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, No- 
^ vember 2, 1792, 

« PRESENT 

" Mr. Froft in the Chair, 

« Mr;Tooke, Mr. Bofville, Mr. Walfh, Dr. Edwards, Mr, 

" Bonney, Mr.- I. Martin, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Sharp, Mr* 

« Geddes, Colpnel Keating, Mr. Rae, Mr. Bakewell, Mr. 

" Joyce, Mr. Barlow, Mr. Johnfon, Mr, Sinclair, Mr. Hoi- 

*' croft^ Mr. Williams, Mr. Hind,. Mr. Tufiin, Mr. M. 

" Bufh, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Aipinal, Mn Fita&gerald. 

^ Refolved, ." That a Committee of Correfpondence be ap- 
" pointed, to confider of, and prepare anfwers to .all fuch letters 
** as are, or may be, fent to .this fociety, 

** Ordered, . That the anfwer to the letter of the London 
** Correfponding Society, accompanying their addrefe to* the 
*^ National Convention of France^ be referred to the faid (^om-> 
".mittee. 

^ Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to confider of 
S^*9n addrefs to tbe NatzQnal: Convention of France* 

. . * E.'f *^ Refolved, 
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^ Refolvedy That Meflrs. Barlow, Sinclair and Tuffin, i9 
^ compofe the (aid Committee» and dut the iaid Comimttee be 
* requefted to make their report on Friday next/* '^ 



^ At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informaidon, 

^ held at the Crown and Anchor, Strand, Friday 9th Novon^ 

<* ber, I702, 

« PRESENT, 

^ Lord Sempill in the Chair. 

« Mr. Bofville, Mr. Rae, Mr. Hull, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Jen- 
« nings, Mr. Sutton, Mr. Froft, Mr. Tookc, Mr. Sturch, Col. 
■ <* Keating, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Barlow, Mr. Tuffin, Mr. Stn- 
«* dair, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Watts, Mr. Richter, Mr. Littlc- 
^ John, Captain Ferry, Mr. John Martin, Mr. Banks, Mr. 
^ Williams, Mr. Geddes, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Parkinfon, 
<( Mr. Gerald, Mr. Rickman, Mr. Bulh, jun. Mr. Lockhart, 
« Mr. Moore. 

^ The committee appointed at the laft meeting .to prepare an 
^ addrefs fr<nn this fociety to the National ConvendcMi of France, 
^ piade their report, and produced the following addrefs, which' 
** was read and approved. 

^ The Society for Conftitutional Information in London, to the, 
** National Convention of France. 

** Servants of a Sovereign People, and Beneiaftors of.Man- 
<< kind, ' • • • 

<< We rejoice that your revolution has arrived at that point. of ' 
*^ perfection which will permit us to addrefs you by this.title ; It 
*' is the only one that can accord with thechara£ter pf true kgif- " 
^ lators. Every fucceffive q>och in your affairs, has aiMed' 
*^ fomething to the triumphs of liberty} and the glorious viAory 
^ of the lodiof Ai^uft, has finally prqiared the way for a cod-.* 
<^ ftitution, which we truft you will eftablifh Ojnthebaft^.Qf rea^ 
* fon and nature.. : . • 

^' Confidering tiiematsof deluiion accuowlated <m ipankind, 
.^ to obfcure their underftandin^s^ you cannot be aftonilhed at 
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* Ae ap|)6rition ytni have met bodi from tyrants and from flares. 
*• —The inftrument ufed againft you by each of thefe dafles, is 
^ the fam9; for in the genealogy of human miferies, ignorance is 
^ at once the parent of oppreffion, and the child of fubQiillion. 

*^ The events of every day are proving, that your caufe is 
^^ cfaerBhed by die people in all your continental vicinity ; that a 
^ majority of each of diofe nations are your real friends, whde 
^ governments have tutored diem into apparent foes, and diat 
^ they only wait to be delivered by your arms fi-om the dreaded 
^ neceffity of fighting againft diem, 

^ The condition of Engliflmien is lefs to be deplored — ^here 
^ the hand of oppreffioahas not yet ventured completely to ravifii 
^ die pen fnM& us, nor openly to point die fword at you. From 
^ bolbms burning with ardour in your caufe, wc tender you our 
^ warxneft wiihes for die fuU extent of its progrefs and fuccefs. 
^ It i$ indeed a (acred caufe ; we dierifli it as the pledge of your 
^ bappineis, our natural and* neareft friends ; and we lelf upon it 
^^ as the bond of fraternal union to die human race, in which union 
^ our owiinatiMi willfurelybe one of theiirft to concur. 

^ Our government has ftili die power, and perhaps die incli- 
** nation, to employ hirelings to contradi<^ us; but it is our 
*^ real oj^inion, diat we nowfpeak the fentiments of a great oia- 

* jority of die Ei^lifh nation. — ^The people here .are wearied 
^ widi impofture, and worn out with war; they have* learned to 
^ reBefi) diat bodi the one and the other arc the offspring of un* 
^ natural combinations in fociety as relative to fyftems of go* 

* vernmen^ not the refult of the natural temper of nations, as re- 
^ ktive to each others happinefs* 

^ Go on^ l^iflatorS) in the work of huntan happinefs — ^the 
^ benefits will in part be ours, but the glory (hall be all your 

* owtt. It is die reward of your perfeverance, it is the prize of 
^ vtfcue. The fparks of liberty preferved in England for ages, 
^ like the conifcadons of the nordiern Aurora, ferved but to (Iiew 
^ die darkneft vifible in die reft of Europe. The luftre of the 
^ American sepubfic, like an eiFiilgent morning, arofe with in- 
** creafing vigdUr, btiit^ftill too diftant to enlighten our hemif- 

* phere, till die fplendour of Ae^ French revolution burft forth 

•* upon 
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^ uppti the na(ioii$> in the full fervour of a meridian fun^ and M^ 
^ ^yed in the midft of the European worlds the pr^i^ical refiult 
** of principles which philofophy had fought in the fhade of fpe-* 
* culatiqp, and which experience mqft every \rfiere confirm. * It 
^ difpels die clouds of prejudice from all people, reveak the fe- 
" crets of alldefpotifm, and creates a new chara<9£r in man- 

** In this career of improvement, your example will ba foon 
** followed; for nations, rifing from their lethargy, will reclaim 
^^ the rights of man.witha voice which man cannot refift. 
" (Signed by Order <rfthe Society) 

■ «^ SEMPILLj Chairman, 
« D. JDJMSy Secretary. 

« Refolved, TTiat the thanks of this ibciety begiveii to the 
** ccftnmittee who prepared the above kddrefs. 

** Refolved, That Mr. Barlow and Mr. Froft be deputed by 
** this fociety to prefent the addrefs of this fociety at die. bar of the 
" National Convention of France* * 

^^ Refolved, That die thanks of dtfs fociety be given ft> Mr. 
" Barlow and Mr. Froft for accepting the above deputation* 

** Refolved, That the faid addrefs be figned by the diairmaa 
** and fecretary. 

" Refolved, that a fubfcrrption be opened in this«l^ft!fetyy for 
" the purpofe of affifting the efforts' of France in the cfeufcf of 
" freedom. 

"Refolved, That the above refolution be puHiflied in-'tfier 
" morning and Evening papers. 

' "Refolved, That an anfwer be returned by the fetrfetaryi tc> 
" the London Correfponding Society's letter, accompanied %y a 
" few copies of Mr. Painc's Letters to the FrencA People.'^ 

" At a Meeting of the Society -for (SJonftitutibnai IlifoiroatioA, 
" held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, "Strandi Friday- x6lh 
" l^Tovember, 1792; ' * •■ ' • ' 

"PRESENT,! : :. . j » 

" Mr. Bofville in difiChain. • . . , . . • ' 
"Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Hull, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr.,. Pwfon„. Mr, 
<* Froft, Mr. Bonney, Mr, MQor€> .Mr, Jennings, Mr. G*- 

^ raid. 
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* raid, Dr. ^clw»rcls, Mr, J. Williams, Mn Barlow, Mr- 
« Banks, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Tooke, Mr. Bulh, jun. Mr. 
<* Afpinal, Mr. Rae, Dr. Smith, Col- Keating, Mr. Chatfield, 
*' Mr. Martin, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Phillips, 
" Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Parkinfon, Mr. Joyce, Mr, Grant, Mr. 
^ Tuffin, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Miliier, Mr, Watt% 
** Mr, Bailey, Capt. Perry, Mr. Walford, M-r. Sutton. 

^ Read a letter from Mr. Phillips, of Leicefter, retjuefting that 
*' the particulars of this fociety mfght be fent him for thq purpofe 
*^ of eftablifliing a Conftitutional Society in that town. 

*' Ordered, That the fecretary fend to Mr. Phillips fuch of the 
*^ publications of this fociety, a&he*may think neccflarj^ for tlac 
*^ purpofe mentioned in Mr. Phillips's lAter, 



*' At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informatioiv 
^ held at the. Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday 7A 
*' December, 1792, 

« PRESENT, 

^ Mr. Bryant in the Chair, 

^ Mr. John Martin, Col. Keatipg, Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Bonney, 

*' Mr, Sharpe, Mr. Satchell, Mr, Walfh, Mr. Delacour, Mr. 

« G. Maltby, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. G, Williami5, Mr. 

« Sturch, Mr. Richter, Mr. Sinclair, Mf. Chatficld, Mr. 

*^ Holcroft, Mr. I. Williams, Mr. Kydd, Mr, Campbell, 

« Mr, Watts, Mr. Copper (Jeffcrys-Sq.) Rev. Dr. Towers, 

^ Mr. Balmanno, Dr. Smith, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Rae, Mr. 

^ Hardy, Mr. Joyce, Mr, White, Lord Sempill, Mr, Lock- 

« hart. 

^ Read a letter from Mr. Barlow and Mr. Froft, with the 
** addrefs to the National Convention of France, and the arifwcr 
« of the prefident, 

" Ordered, That the fame be taken into confideration at fpme 
^ ftiture meeting/' 



Mr. Thomas Maclean, J found thefe papers in the pofleiHoq 
of Air. Adams. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Garrow. This is die letter referred' to in the.minute iaft 
read. 

// was read. 

« Citizens and Aflbciates, 

*^ We have executed your conuniflion to the National Con* 
^ vention of France, in a manner which we hope will meet your 
<^ approbation. A tranflation of the papers herewith indofed^ 
^ was yefterday prefented at ti|e bar of the Convention, and re^ 
^ ccived with univerial applaufe. After which, the prefident 
^ gave us the Vik of fraternity in behalf of die French nation, 
^ which we returned in behalf of our fociety. The fcene wa» 
•* truly intercfting to every feeling of humanity, and drew tears 
^ from a crouded aflembly. It gave rife to refledions which 
^ can fcarcely be conceived by mea in any other circumftance of 
'^ life » it was die reconciliation of brothers, who had long been 
<< excited to a mortal enmity by mifunderftanding and mutual 
* impofition. The wounds which had bled for ages were clofed 
^ and forgot, while die voice of nature declared they (hould never 
** more be opened. The prefident pronounced a difcourfe in an- 
*^ fwer to our addrefs, which we likewife cnclofe. 

^ Parisy 29/A Nov. 1 792. « JOEL BARLOW. 

« JOHN FROST. 

** To the Society for Confti- 
«* tutional Information in 
« London:* 



** At the Bar of the Convention^ November 28. 
** Citizens of France, 

** We are deputed from the Society for Qnjiitutional JtforwM" 
^ tion in London^ to prefent to you dieir congratulations on the 
«^ triumphs of liberty. This fociety had laboured long in the 
«^ caufe, with little profped of fticcefi, previous to the com- 
«^ mencement of your revolution. Conceive dien their exultations 
^' of gratitude, when by die aftoniihing efforts of your nation, 
« they behold the reign of reafon acquiring an cxtendon and fo 
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f' Kdi^) which promile to reward the labours of all good me% 
"^ hj fecurii^ the happineft of dieir fellow creatures* 

^ Innumerable Societies of a fimilar nature are now forming; 
^ in every part of England, Scotland, and Ireland* They excite 
^ afpiritof univerfal enqmry into the complicated abufes of go^ 
^ vcmment, and the fimple means of reform. 

*^ After the example which France has given, the feience of 
^ revolutions will be rendered eafy^ and the prc^refs of reafon 
^ will be rapid. It would not be ftrange, i^ in a period far 
^ fliort of what we ihould venture to predi£t, addreiles of fe- 
'^ Itcttation ihould crols the feas to a National Cmvention in 
« England:* 

(Here folktvs the Jddrefs*) 

** We are alfo conmiiffioned to inform the Convention, that 
* Ac fociety which we reprefent has fcnt to die foldiers of liberty 
^ a patriotic donation of one thoufand pair of (hoes, which are 
^ by dus time arrived at Calais; and the fociety will continue 
^ fending a thoufand pair a week for at leaft fix weeks to come. 
^ We only wifh to know to whofe care they ought to be ad- 
«dreffed. 

« Parisy Nov. zithy 1792. ** JOEL BARLOW. 

« JOHNFROSTr , 

« The Prefident's Anfwer. 

** Brave children of a nation which Jias given luftre to the two 
^ worlds, and great examples to the univerfe; you have ad^^^ 
^ drefied us with fomething more than good wiihes, fince the 
^ condition of our warriors has excited your folicitude. The 
^ defenders of pur liberty will one day be the fupporters of your 
^ own* You command our efteem, you will accept our grati- 
". tude*. The fons of liberty through the world will never forget 
^ their obligatbns to the Eng^fh nation. 

^ The ihades of Pym, of Hamden, and oPSidney, are hover- 

^ tng over your heads ; and the moment cannot be diftant, when 

'^ die peojde of France will offer dieir congratulations to a Na« 

" tional Convention in England. Too long has the torch of 

I ' « difcord 
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• Jifbrnd enflamed the En^iQi and the French ; iriiSe the sni' 
^ bition of kingS) fomenting national amilons, compelled them 
^ U> forget^ that nstine has produced none but brothers. 

*'. Your iflands, it is fiud, were fevered from the continent by 

• agreatconvulfion of tbegbbe; bat liberty, eftablifeed on the 
" two fliores of the narrow fea which divides us, will repair the 
'^ breach, and rcftore the two nations to thp harmony and friend- 
ed flitp for which nature has defigned them. Reafon ha$ be^ 
^ gun her m^eftlc march \ fhe can no longer be refifted in her 
•^ courfc. • 

^ Generous republicans, your appearance in this place will 
^ form an epoch in the hiftory of mankind. Hiftory will con- 

• fecrate the day, vrhen, from a nation long regarded as a rival> 
^ and in the name of a great number of your fellow citi23ens> 
^ you appeared in the midft of the reprefentatives of the people of 
^ France, and (he will not foiget to recount, that. our hearts ex- 

• panded at the fight. TeM the focicty which deputed you, and 
•^ alTure your fellow citizens in general, that in your friend$, the 

• French, you have found men*'* 

Thefollowtng Entries were read from the Books af the Society 
for Conftitutional Information* * 

*^ At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 

" held at the Crown and Anchor-Tavern, Strand, Friday^ 

« December 14, 1792. 

,^PRESENT, 

" Mr.'I. H. Tooke, in the chair. 

•* Mr. Chriftopher Hull, fome part of the time in the chair. 

^ Mr. • W. Sharpe, Mr. Bonney, Mr. J. Martin, Mr. Bal- 

: * manno, jUn. Mr. G. Maltby, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Chatfield, 

• Lord Sempill, Mr. Moore, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Tuffin, 
.' « Mr. Hardy, Mr. Reader, Mr. Satchell, Mf. Banks, Mr. 

«* Sturch, Mr, Lockhart, Mr. Rutt, Mr. B. Cooper, Mr. 

• « Chalk, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Rae, Mr. Fitzgerald,' Colonel 

* Keating, Mr. G. Watts, Mr. WiUiams, Mr. Campbell^ 
- ** Mr. Jennings Mr. Sinclair. 

« |lcad a printed" addrefs from Manchefter. 

5 « Refolved^ 
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. ^-Refolvrf, That the faid.addrefs be a|)proved for publifljing 
^ JA the newfpapcrs. * 

^ A motion was made and fecondcd, that the 20th law of this 
^ faddy be fuljpeiiuded oji this occafiorii whicli modon'was car- 

* lied in the affimvittire. 

- ^ Refolviid, Thatthe faidaddrefs be piintmi in the newfpapers. 

^ Refolded, That one hundred thousand copies of the fame be 
^ printed by this Ibciety; and diftributed to their correipondents 
^ in Great-Britain and Irelandi 

« Refolved, That the f4d refolutions be figned by the diair^ 

* man aod fecretary, . 

. ^ Read a letter from the Society of Friends of Liberty 2ni 
^^ Equality^ fitting at Laan» capital of the dtparttnent DTAKhe, 
<' to the patriotic fociety. of London, named the Society for 
^ Conftitutional Information. 

^ Refolved, That die £ud letter be referred to the committee 
^ of correipondence." . . 

Mr. Maclean^ I found thefe three papers in the houfe of Mr, 
Adams. . . 

WiUlam HuJkiJfoTiy Efq, (fworri) i Examined hy Mr. G arrow. 
J^. You refided, I believe, fo*; a confiderable time In France I 
^. Idid. 

^. You are well acquainted with the French language ? 
A I ^n. 

Mr. HuJkiJJhn dellsvn'^d into Court EfJgUJh tranflatjons of thi 
thru letters produced by Maclean. 

They were read. 

« Apt, the I'jtb December^ 
. " F'trji Tear of the French Republic, . 

* Th^ Popular and Republican Society ofAptj Department of the 

* Mouths of the Rhone, to the Popular Society ^ fitting at 

* London. 

« LIVE FR^E, or DIE! 
« Citizens, Brethren, and Friends, 
^ When two great nations, acquainted with dieir rights, ap- 

* proximated by their commercial conneilions and their natural 
^ fituation, formed to love and to a£l in concert vnth each othex, 

" begin 
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^ begin to frame tbe glorious prdjefk of uniting thcmfelves for A» 
<* regeneration of the human race» one nlay then % witbreafan, 

* that Kings are ripe and ready to faO* 

^ Ho\0' glorious will it be for France and England to have 

* formed alone a confederacy deftru£Uve of tyrants^ and to have 
^ purchafed, at the price of their blood, the Liberty ^ Europe— 
« we may lay more, of the whole Univerfe* 

^ Courage, Bre^ren and Friends. It is for you to follow 
<^ us in the glorious and hazardous career of the Revolution of 
^ die World. Can ye, any longer, groan under the yoke of a 
*^ goveri^nent, that has nothing of liberty but the name ? For, 
^ aldiough your land was inhabited before others by freemen^ 
^ can ye, without illufion, ccmfider your government as fuch i 

^ Will ye content yourielves widi a partial freedom i Will 
^ the Engliih be fiitisfied with principles I Will that bold natton, 
<^ that has produced philofoj^rs the moft profound, and that 
*^ iirft of all perceived the fparkling rays of reafon, remain a 
^ fpe&atrix in fo noble a caufe. 

« No, Brethren and Friends, no f you will foon lift your- 
"^ felves up againft that perfidious Court of St James's, whofe 
*' infernal policy, like to that which found its tomb in the Thuil- 
** leries, has made fo many viftims in our two nations, and does 
*^ difunite them perpetually, to rule over them* 

*' Your love for liberty, has fixed your attention upon the 
^ wants of our defenders ; your generofity toward them is a 
•* tide to the acknowledgements of die Republic. We are im- 
^ patient to furnifh you the fame advantages. The pt^ular 
^ focieties of France defire ardendy the epoch that ihall permit 
«» Aem to addrefs thetr vows tb the National Aflembly of Great- 
^ Britain, and to oiFer to the foldiers of die liberty of your 
«* nation, arms, bayonets, and pikes. 

^ The members compofing the committee of correfpondence. 

" AUSELME *' RaSPAUD, 

**AuBOR, • " Sebret, ' • 

•'Abuise, "Perrin AgleanV* 

"Vutij, 

« 7i 4he Citizens compofing the Conjlltutional 

« Souet\\ fitting at London'\ . . 

The 
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P 1n>e Snleiy tf ilk Friends of Libirty and Equatky^ fitting at 
' ^ Ladn^ the biad of the department of the Aifne, to thepa^ 
^ trietic foeiety ^London, called the Society for Conjiitutimal 
'^Information. 

« Generous Republicans, 
** The philanthropic gift that you have prefented to the war- 

* riors of France, announces, with energy, the great intereft 
^ that you take in the facred caufe which they are defending. 

* Accept the thanks of a foeiety that does honour to itfelf in 

* efteeming you. 

^ The time, perhaps, is not far diftant, when the foldiers of 
^. our liberty' fliall be able to teftify their gratitude to you. 
^ Then their arms, their blood itfelf, fliall be at the fervice of 

* all your fellow-citizens, who, like you, acknowledge no rights 
*' but the Rights of Man. Then France and England fliall 
" form together a treaty of union as lading as the courfe of the 
** Seine and the Thames. Then there, as here, there fliall exift 
^ no other reign but that of Liberty, Equality, and Friendfliip. 
** May this day of felicity, and glory foon fliine upon the horiz9n 

* of two nations, formed to admire each othen 

« ^d December J 1 792. Firjt Tear of the French Republic. , 
^ The members compofing the committee of correfpondencei 
*' Hamaidbsj BawdrY) Demonciaux/* 
The Envelope is direded " To the patriotic foeiety 0f 
^ London, called the Society for Conflitutional 
** Information, at London, England** 



« Firfi Year of the French Republic, 6ih December, 179a.. 

* The Society of the Friends of Liberty and Equality, ejlabfijbei 
" at Macon, department of the Saone and Loire, to the Con* 
^Jlitutional Society ^London. 

« Yes, Citizens, our Brethren and Friends, the lOth of 
" Auguft, 1792, fliall be diftinguiflied in the annals of the 

* world as the day of the triumph of Liberty* 

Vol. IL. F *Our 
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r ^ Oar firft ReVc^udon did kut fliew «» «» die iaibtstry p^ii4 
^ ciptes cf the knpreferipcibk Rights of Mto ; AU> e3U:ep.t ^ 
** uApriifcipkd and the enemies of hmiflfiity, adopted ffa«m With 
^< enthufiafin. • It was then that we formed oorfUves mtd a 
*' ibciety, in order the better to impreis Acta upon oiirfelves> 
*^ and afterwards to teach them to our fellow-citizens. 

M Our firft conftitution had conibcrated them^ but had noi 
*^ always taken them for its bafe. The dominion of the pai£on^ 
<^ the force of habit, the imprei&on of prejudices, and the power 
^ of the intrigues employed in our conftituent aiTembly, founA 
^ the iecret to preierve Sufficient authority to our tyrants^ ta 
^ extlngiiifh, at fome time^ the (acred rights of nature, and t^ 
^ re-eftabli(b defpotifm on its throne of iron. 

^ But Royalty^ thus preferved) was not content with dit 
^ vi49x>ry that had iecured to it the greateft number of the 
•* corrupt perfons who fiirrounded it# It was impatient to reap 
^ the fruits that it appeared to promife itfelf^ But ks too great 
^ eagernefe has haftened its ruin> and iecured the triunph of 
^ reafon* 

" The French, proud of thetr new exiftence,, f^ perceived 
^ the huh of their firft legiflators, became fenfible of the imper- 
•* fe<Slion of its firft laws— fiiw that they made a fijrrender of the 
•** righ^ of liberty and equaKty which they had embraced, they 
'^ roufed thefeftfelves anew to demand^ a^ length, laws impartial 
•* and humane. 

" From thence the necefTary ihyofd^ tenA of Aoguft 1792* 
•* From thence a fecond Revolution^ but a RevohitioA which is 
•* only the completion of the firft, which has received our vows 
•* and OUT oaths, and whicH we Will blefe for ever, if it leads us, 
^ as we hope it will> to the happinefc of the nation, to the con- 
" ftant maintenance of liberty and equality^ 

•* Let intriguers, tools, and tyrants calummate us ; we defpife 
^ them too miidi tor^ condefeend to anfwer them, and feek for 
" their efteem. 

** That which Matter* u^, is, the mtereft that you take ii% 

^ o^r lal^oufs, your attention to cbtttifibute to die fuccefs of 

3 «* oiir 



^ our arms; we defire your cfteem, we are proud of your 
** approbation. 

« Wefinile at the expreffion of the fentiments that you mani- 
^ fefted to our reprefentatives : we behold a nation of brethren 
^ roufe itfelf to fupport the caufe of humanity : we behold the 

* brave EnglUh adopt our principles^ become our friends ; we 
" fay to ourfelves with pleafure, foon will they become our allies, 
^ and, uniting our efforts, we fhall go on to deliver the Univerfe 
" from the yoke of tyfants — to reftore the nations to reafon and 
** nature, 

" That day is not far diftant, if we may rely on our own 

* courage, and the hope of your alliance. 

•^ In the mean time receive our thanks, and correfpond with 
^ brethren who fet a high value upon your efteem. 

(Signed) « LAVENlE^ the younger^ PrefidenU 
« y. B. REPEr, Secretary to the Society. 
^ DESSAU^ Secretary:* 
(In Englifli in the original.} 

* To the Prefiiim rf the Smety calkd tht Society far CktH 
^Jiitutional Information^ (by way of Calais) London:* 



Thomas tVood (fworn) 
Examined by Mr. Garroiv. 

^ Do you know Mr. Froft's hand«writing I 
A. Yes; I have fcen him write very often. 
^ Look at that paper, and tell me whether you believe it to 
fee Mf . FrOft's hand*Writing ? 
A* Yds — I have no doubt about its being his hand*writing. 

" My Dear Sir, « Pdris^ Sept. zoth, 1792. 

* We arrived fafe at this place yefterday to dinner; and, hav- 
** ing met v^ith no interruption on our journey, by night or by 
" day, fince we left Dover, except delay at Abbeville, Amicus, 

* Clermont, and for want of horfes, which the emigrants have 
" wore out. Paris is now quiet, though it was illuminated, and 

* the guards under arms from an apprehenfio» of the people 

F 2 " vifiting 
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* vlfiting. the feihple to deftroy Louis and his wife : the latteQ 
^ braves it, and will to the laft ; the former is infenfible to hi% 
^ fate. The night, however, pafTed over in illence ; and this 
*^ evening the Convention will meet, and the National AiTembly 
** take their leave. About three hundred of the prefent Aflembly 
^ are returned to the Convention ; the reft retire with execra^ 
" tions, Mr. Paine made his appearance in the National Aflembly 
^ h& night, which excited great curioiity among both men and 
<* women, and occafloned no fmall interruption. The firft who 
^ embraced him was Cambon, who laft night made a mdft excellent 
^ fpeechonthefubje£l of the jewels, plate,&c. found in the churches, 
^ &c. In order to have them melted, as hitherto moft infamous ufc- 
^ had been made of them, by pawning them to the Jews, &c. tp 
" raife money for the emigrants. This motion was become Ac 
^ more necefTary, as, a few nights ago, that Is, on the morning of 
" Tuefday, 40 men armed, entered the TTiuilleries, and carried ofF^ 
*' 30 millions of livres. The gates of Paris have been (hut, and 
*^ a fearch made : more than a million has been found. The 
" treachery of Louis is fo great, that the indignation of the people 
*• cannot be wondered at. He has anticipated the civil lift a yea^ 
** and a half, and mortgaged his domains for fix years. The 
*' bankers, and others who have advanced the money, will be 
*• ruined. Byde is gone. I will inform myfelf, between thi» 
^' and Monday, of every thing that is pafUng, and by that poft 
^ fend you a particular account of the loth, the truth of which 1$ 
" not yet known in England, or, if known, concealed or mif* 
** repreiented to blacken the Revolution. Without the affair of 
•* the lOth, liberty was over. I am forry to learn that the cofidu6l 

** of your friend Gen. M is not well fpoken of. He wa^^ 

" in die Thuilleries all night of the 9th ; and he and Captain 
" Sampfon left about eight o'clock in the morning ; and there is 
*• no doubt but he regulated the troops, and difpofed them in 
*' order to attack*. His cwiduft was winked at, out of refpeft 
<* to the Englifli. He is now with Dumourier's army, which is 
** 80,000 flrong; and it is expefted that an account will ar- 
^ rive this day of an engagement between him and the Pruffian% 
^ as General Kellerman had^ by a forced march over the moun* 
5 « tains. 
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•* tains, joined him when he laft wrote; withfn nine miles of 
^ which, the Pruflians being informed of his approach, made 
^ an attack before the junftion, and Was repuHed. There are 

* 500,000 troops now upon the frontiers. The language of the 

* King of P IS changed from that of threats to foothing; 

** and he has artfully endeavoured to perfuade the troops, that, as 
^ they are unable to defend themfelves, and are betrayed by their 
•* generals, they had better lay down dieir arms. Few Pruffian 
^ deferters have come over; but a great number of Auftrians 
" have entered. I have this moment read a letter from General 

* Money, who expefts every moment the attack of Ae PrufEans, 

* They have been joined by a great body of Brabanters, who 
^ have ail along fought with uncommon bravery. * The poft is 

* going out, and compels me to haften to a conclufion. We 

* dine to-day with Pethion. Paine has entered his name on the 
" Roll of Parliament, and went through the forms of office with 
^' a great deal of non chalance. We are vi^lllodged, and, be- 
^ fides our bed-rooms, have an entertaining room for Members 
" to he {hewn into : feveral have called diis morning. We are 
^ to give 10 livres a day. The Clerk of Parliament has ^ii 
^ moment been here — Mr. Rofe, a relation of the notorious? 
^ George Rofe. I have nothing more to add, but that Mr. 
^ Paine is in good fpirits ; and indeed the flattering reception 
« he has met with all through France, could not foil of it. It 
^ is more than I defcrlbe, I believe he is rather fatigued 
" with the kiffing. Pethion ftil! retains his popularity. Ro- 
^ berfpierre has been attacked in Ae Primary Aflcmbly, and toU 
^ that he was the moil dangerous man in France, and that 

* a good citizen ought to blow his brains out. The EngUih, 
^ I underfland, (hewed great pufillanimity. Tell Vaughan, his 
^ friend Loih was, for three or four days before he left thcfc 
^ hotel, very uneafy, and thought he fliould never fee England 
» again, Mr, Watt is here, mi VQry civiU ** What is b«ecQiw 
!» pf Dn Maxwell ?'M5 the 07. 

. . < ^ ' % - I. i. .' 

P4 M-i 



I 70 ) 

Air. Garr6W* Now I will give fome acoouiH of what tbefil 
tran£)£Uons of the xoth x)f Augaft were, which lure ftated at 
neccfiaxy to lihertyi 

Mr. Garrowy t^ Mr, Hujkifon. Was you in Paris on thi 
lOthof Auguft, 1792. 

J, Yes, I was, 

^ I l>elieve ypu refidei in the houfe of the Britilh Am«< 
^aiTador, Lord Go'^er ? 
. ^. I did. 

^ Had you ^een in Paris any ^me prtyiqus tQ.the ^oA of 
^uguft ? . : » 

4, From th^ mpnth of July, ?79P, 

J^. Be fo good as to ftate fhortly> what ^ fiuls were, whicli 
aj^^ defcribed as the tranfa^tions of the lotb of Auguft, as the^ 
X^hX^ to tranfa<^ions at Paris and Verfailles, as they fell uiulef» 
your obfervatioq, 

J, On the iqth of Auguft, I had an opportunity of ob«* 
^ving very li|tlfy fis I did npt gq out during ^is cqnteft that 
took plac^ in the f ouri^ of tjist morning. 
. ^ What was the nature of that which you defcrihe as a cqn# 
tefti whi^h kept you at home ? 

. j^, I heard a firing, ai^d I faw finpke. I ffw afterwards forno 
9f the q^tt-bui]dipgs on fire at the Palaces and I iaw peq)le 
jfuaning with their arms towards that p?tft of the town* 
-;^' Wh^t did you find had occafioned the .firii3g-5--fn9m wjiat 
l|ad it prpcef^ed, the firing of 9xmy and the firing the bui)d^ 

. J, The .firing ftf arms, I und^rflsood, proceeded from pcrfon* 
Yifyo wiibed to eiiter the Palace, s^id alfa fr^ thofe whoops 
gi^fed their entr^^ce. . .^ \ ^ .. \. , 

; ^W^ ^ ?^ftce, f^ «haf timp, the refi^^^n^e of the King- 

yf. I believe it was. . " \ ; , \ . ' * 

^ Can you<j49f<{fibe.any other, tranfaSions of that day, which 

came wifliin your knowledge^ at the mbmfcnt, or that pam^ 

within your obfervation afterwards. 
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^. I faw, in the evening of that 4^> ^ <3oveiMir of jjic 

Pakce, iriio came to my lodgings «o iWter Nffi^fi tn4 )ie 
^efcribed to me ■ . i r j . ■' 

^ In point of fa<^ the G^^veroor vf t})e Palace took (belter 
;it your houf^ 

A He di4. I went out in the even,ing, abou( njine o'clock^ 
and I attempted * j ■ f » 

Mr^ GarroWf I fubmit to your Lordfhip, that what the 
Gover;ior qi ihe Pa}ace faid at the time i>f takiDg^^l^ at the 
houfe of this Englifh gentl«ofian| is eyidence^ 

l,$rd Chief Jufiiie Eyu. Do x^pt let us ^ intf ev.ery jpar* 
ticular of a tranfaftion at that diftance, 

Mr. Barffn Hotbam, It is aj» hiAory tlwt is p^ e^y jpubj&cly 
known, 

Mr. Garrm. You v^as faying ^at you went sM, in *hf 
^ening. 

J. Yes, about nine o'clock, I did not fee any Ai^ worth 
fnentioning« I went towards ^he bridge that leads to the Paiace, 
where I wa$ ft^ppet) by feme cenfinejs from ^proacbiog nearer* 
\ faw the outrbuHdings of the Palape were then bi^rai^ 

Lord Chitfjujiice flyre. The whoie of it is, that tficre was a 
great tumult, a great flaughter, and that the King ao4 his fa^ 
mily fheltered themfelves at the Convention, and w^^ not 
jreftored to th!?ir liberty afterwards, 

Mr. Garrtm- Juft fo-rrwe are perfe6Uy cc^^nt to takp it fo. 

Mr. Hujkijfm. Every body knows that^ 
,Mr. G arrow. I believe every body knows, except the Jury^ 

Mr. Attorney General I propofe to read two letters, found in 
^ poiTeflton of Mr. Home Tooke, fmd Naughts of two letterii 
p Mr. Tooke's hand-writing, . 

Mr, mUiam Wfi^e^aO, 

Examined by Mr. Attorney General. 

J^. Do you know in whofe hand-writihg that paper is ? . 

A. I think it, by the chara<fter, to be Mr. Tooke's. 

' ^ Have you feen Mm write ? 

A. I have, and believe it to be his, Aough I did not fee hini 

Wri^eit ^ ' • ■ ■ ' ^ '^ '' 

F j. Look 
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^ Look at this paper ? ^ 

J. The (affltt hand-writing* 

y^iwx Thornton (fworiu)' 
Examined by Mr, Garrow, 
^ Look at dicf four papers— fee if you find your name \\^on 
ihefe, and whether you feized thefe ? ^ 

jt. Upon thefe two only. 

John Thgntpfon (fworn.) Examined hy Mt^. Garrow. 

^ Are you one of his Majefty*s Meffengers ? 

-A No ; I am Clerk to die Public-Office in Lambcth-ftree^ 
Whitcchapel. 

^ Were you prefent when thefe papers were found ? 

J. Yes i they were found at Mr. Home Tooke's houfe a? 
Wimbledon. 

^ Was that after Mr, Tooke was taken into ci^ftody ? 

jf. Yes, it was. 

^ Where were they found ? 

j^. Some were found in bureaus, and fome in other places, 

^ Who were prefent when they were found ? 
• J, Mr. Froft and Mr. Vaughan. 

^ Did they attend as firiends of Mr. Tooke l 

^. They did. 

^ You got the keys, and you found thefe papers ? 

yf. Thefe two papers (the two not fpoken to by Mr. Thorn- 
ton) arc marked by me, as found in the houfe of Mr. Tooke. 

iMri, Hujktjfon delivered ifito Courts Englijh tranjlations of the 
french papers.^ 

Draft of a Letter from Mr. Tooke to the Mayor of Parhy 

in Mr. Tooke! s. Hand-wriung. 

« Sir, 

^ Yc^ are in no want of friends in England, who ardeittly 

^ wifli to be ufefiil to French Liberty. But we wifli to know 

f* fome one of your friends, who refides in London, in whom you 

tf have an intire confidence^ an4. to whom ^^g^ may give our 

5! money, in die afliirance that it will be remitted tp jou without 

« dela7. 
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• delay, and with6ut fraud. Mr. Froft, to whom I entruft tlu« 

• letter, 18 going to fct out immediately with Mr. Paine, for 
^ Paris, and allows me no time for ceremony, if it were neceflkry, 
^ I requeft you to fend me the name of fiwie Frenchman, in 
^ London; Merchant, or other, for thepurpofc above mentioned. 
^ We can now begin the public contribution towards our pa- 

• triotic gift with ^,1000 fterling ; and I 'have no doubt but it 
^ will amount in time to feveral thoufands. 

^ If you confider this ftep in the femo point of view that 

*^ we do, you will fee in it much ufe to the common caufe of 

^ England and France. I entreat yoa to give me your fendU* 

^ ments en the fubje£^, and to point ou^ to me the means by 

*• which I may be ufeful to you* 

• « /. HORNE TOOKEr 



*^ Brothers and Friends, 

^ Liberty is a bond which ought to unite all men, ^d whiclv 

" will one day unite all nations, Thefe are preparing thofe gr^t* 

^ revolutions which difleminate ufeful truths. Thus the philo-r 

^ fophical focieties make all delpots tremble. You have the 

^ glorious advantage of deferving the hatred of your govemmojit. 

^ The league pf tyrants will never be able to refift the power 

" of reafon, Continue your precious labours-..-emplpy your-. 

^ felyes in the enfrapchifemeijt and th^ b^ppinefe of the human. 

^ race. You will fin4 in the French, wo^y fellow labourers.—. 

♦' Honoured by the fentiments which you e;cprefs for me^ re-» 

^ ceive ^e ^ffurapces qf my lively gratitude. 

♦* Ypiir fellow Citizen* 

« PETIOK^ 

« ^th OSfoher^firJi year of the French Republic. 

^ Sqciety pf the Friends of the Revolution.'* . 



f* fdrifj tbeprjl of OSfQber^ J.792, 

Vi the frji year of the French Republic^ 
^ I haye received. Sir, the letter which you have done me the 
^ honour of addreffing to me of the 13th ult. in which you 
^ announce to me^ that we ^e in no want of fiiq^is in England^' 

♦* who^ 



( 74 J 
a ^ho ardently wUb to be ufefiil to the French liberty; ao4 
^^ that it would be neceilary that I fhould point oot to yoii^ 
^ fome perfon refident in London, intitled to full confidenpe, 
^ and to whom you might remits in full fafety, the funds re^ 
^^ Suiting from the patriotic gift which your countrymen are 
^ willing to contribute, You cannot, Sir, doubt of my ea^r^* 
^^ nef$ to fccond views fo uCbful, which will (of ever merit Qur> 
<^ gratitude, will rivet ^ links of fraternity between us, and 
'^ muft produce ^ gceateft advantages to England and France. 
•* I fliallhafe the honour, Sir, of fending you, without dday,* 
*^ the name of the perf9n in who& Mnil& you may place the 
^^ funds which you deftine to (he fupport of a paute which, 
^ in truth, is that of all people wjio cb^ilb liberty, 
^ For the Mayor of Paris, 

^BONCHER RENE, Off.munkipt:^ 
« Received at Wimbledon, Wednefday, OA 9.'' 
J^dorfed « ift OStoher^ 1792, — Cofy of Letter from Pethion t$ 

•* Mr, President, 

** Thirty years ago I travelled in France, when fhe was 
*' enilayed. I received a thoufand civilities, and I vras chagrined 
** at her deftiny, I now come to acquit myfelf of a fmall part 
** of my former debt to France, In a ftate of freedom. I entreat 
** her to accept thefe 4000 livres, and to apply them to the 
** expcnces of tiic^war againft all the tyrants vrtio have dared, or 
^ flball dare, to attempt againft her liberty, without excepting 
^* any one, were it even of my own country. As to the debt 
•* of honour newly contradied as a French citizen, it will be the 
** objeft of the reft of my life to acquit myfelf of it £uthfully 
" and with zeal." 
Jndorfed " Draft of an AdcTrefs to the Preftdent of the French 

^ Convention^ in Mr, Tocke^s own hand-writing** 



Mr, Attorney Gemr^L I now propofe to read fome entries^ 
from the books of the Society for Conftitutional Infornfiaiion,. 

whid^ 
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frbifih relate <^ tlie ^eches of Roland, St, Andrew and Barrere^ 
^otioae4 in tbpfe refcdati^ns, tbe fubftanc^ pf which I fiatieA 
):oyour Lordfhips and tbe Jury, yafterday^ > 

Tkty wen read. . . 
" At a meeting pf the Society for Conftitutional Informaribn^ 
f held at the Crowi> and" Anchofj Strand, Friday, iSth, Janu-» 
^ ary 1793. 

.« PRESENT, 
.^' Lord 3empill in the Ghair. 
. f* Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Sym6nd$, Mr. Fitxgerald, Mr. Bon- 
« ney, Mr. Rutt, Mr. John Martin, Captain T. Harwopd^ 
.« Count Zenobio, Mr. Bryant, Mr. J/Williams, Mr. Wills, 
« Mr.Chatfield, Mr.Shar'pe, Mr. Reader, ^r. G. Williams^ 
■ « Mn Holcroft, Mr. B. Cooper. 

« Refolved, 
" That Citizen 3t. Andre, a member of die National Con-* 
f vention of France, being confidered by usa3pneof iiheiiiofi; 
f judicious and enlightened friends, of h^man Liberty, be adj 
^ mitted an aflbciated honorary Member of this Society, 
Refolved, 
^ That the faid Refotution be publifhed in the papers. 



5* At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information. 
" held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand^ Friday, a^tb, 
f January, 1793. 

PRESENT, 
Mr. Jennings in the Chair. 
f* Lord Sempill, Capt. Tooke Harwood, Mr. Bonney, Mr. W, 
^ Sharp, Mr. Symonds, Mr. Hull, Mr. Bryant, Mr. Johj^ 
« Martin, Mr. H. Tooke^ Mr. FiUgerald, Mr. TurnbuU, 
^ Mr. J. Williams, Mr. Wardle, Mr. Satchell, Mr. Sturch, 
^'Mr. Kydd, Mr.^ B^ley, Mr. Chalk, Mr. Margarot, Mr, 
« Hardy, Mr. Holcroft, Mr..G. Williams^ Mn White, Mr, 
^Chatfield/ ' " ' ^ ^' ^"7 

♦^Refolved, , 
f* That Citizen Barrcre, a member of the l^ational Convention 



r 76 ) 

"of France, being confidcredbj us as one of the mod judJeJoui 
^ and enlightened friends, of human Liberty, be admitted ail 
•* aflbciated honorary member of this Society. 

«« Refelved, That the iaid ReiUution be puUiflied in Ac 
.•* News-papers. 

^ Relbtved, That Citizen RolanJ, being alfo confidered hf 
<^ us as one of the moft judicious and enlightened friends of bu- 
^ man Liberty, be admitted an aflbciated honorary member of 
^ this Society. 

^< Reiblved, That the £ud Refelutton be publifhcd in tbe ncw£- 
^ papers.** 

^ Atameetingof the Society for Conilitutiona] Informatioi^ 
«* held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, ifttOf 
«* February, 1793. 

PRESENT, 
Mr. Fitzgerald in the Chair. 
•• Mr- I. H. Tooke, Mr. Wills, Mr. Cooper, (Manchefler) 
« LordSempiH, Dr. Kentifli, Mr. Tuffin, Mr. Hull, Mr, 
«* John Martin, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Banks, Mr. Jennings, 
<« Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Miller, Mr, 
« G. Williams, Mr, P^rkinfon, Mr, Wardle, Mr. B^ 
** Cooper, Capt- T. Harwood. 

** Ready a Circular I^etterJ'romfhe Sheffield Society for Conpi^ 

^ tutianal Informatioti^ 

•* Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to report an an(wer, 

* Refolved, That Mr. Tooke, Lord Sempill, Mr. Holcroft, 

» Mr. Tuffin, Mr, Fitzgerald, Mn Cooper, (Manchefter) 

<t Dr. Kentifli, ;md Capt^ Harwood, be the Committee, 

"Refolved, That the fai^ Committee, mee; athalfpiaft three 
** o'clock on Friday next, at this place, 

^ Refolved, That the fpeeches of Citiaien St. Andre, an^ Citi- 
^ zcn Barrere, (aflbciated Honorary members of this Society) as 
** given in the Gazette Nationale ou Moniteur Unlverfellej^ of 
^ Paris, on the 4th, 6th, and 7 th, of Janu^try 1793* ^^ ^nferted 
" in the books of this Society. 

" Refolved, That th^ faid. Refolution be pubjiflied ixx tJio 
* NeWs-papefs» ' - . -.- 
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y Mr. Garrmy to Mr. Rujkijfoiu DMrUig.yottr rcMencc m 
Pari^ and after you came to this country) was you In the habit of 
ieeuig die paper called the Moniteur Univerfelle* 

A. Iwa^ 

^ Look at diefeprinted papers and fay, whether from ihdr 
appearance you take them^ to be the French papers of thoTe dates* 

A They hav^ every appearance of being fimilar to thofe which 
I took in, while at Paris, and afterwards in London* 
Jofiph Dibofi (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Garrow. 

^ You are I underiland a Bookfcllcn 

A Yes, 

^ Where is your fhop ! 
• A. In Gerrard-ftreet Soho. 

^ Your {hop was chiefly employed in (elling foreign pubikai* 
tipns I believe i 

A Yes^and not only foreign publications, but all forts of works* 
and as to the news-papers which I fold, they were the fame that 
came through the channel of the poft office, and by others, 

^ You fold French news-papers. 

A Yes. 

j^ And thefe French news-papers came by the diannd, <qf 
the poft from France, and by the channel of |)rivate conveyT 
ance. 

A, Great part of them came from Paris, by the Packet, Aca 
km to Millet and Fe6lor, and then forwarded by the mail coach. 
I received no papers, but what were duly opened at the Cuftom 
Houfe at Dover ? 

^ You are a native of France, t perceive! 

A. No, I beg your pardon, I am a native of Switzerland. 

i^ You are acquainted with the French language. 

A Yes. 

^ You probaMyhave had many thoufand French news-papers 
pafs through your hands ? 

A» I have. 

^ Whether you are acquainted with that paper theNationale 
Qazctte, or Univerfelle Moniteur f 

A?QS^ 
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A^ Peiife<^y well, 1 have had a great many of them- 

^ Did you ever know of any of thefe French papers with thc 
French titles, and in that fhape, reprinted in England^ 

^. I have never known it* 

^. From the paper, from the type^ and fr6m the general ap- 
pearance of thefe papers which you hold in your hand$ compare- 
ing them with the recolleftion of thofe which paffed through your 
hand, in the way of your trade^ do you believe thefe to be the 
French Moniteiir, publifhed in France, and conveyed to this 
Country, in the way you have ftated ? 

Ai, PerfefUy foj and more than that, there are many conne£b'ons 
in London, through which the veracity of this, might be com- 
pared. 

SI* We arc not permitted to compart thetn with others 5 is that 
French paper, and is it printed with French type^ \ 

A. It is the real Paris papef^ printed in Paris by Mr. Pilne- 
wood, who is the proprietor of it. I have received th(^m imme- 
diately from Mr- Pilnewood's ownhanJs. 

Mr. Attorney General Then I offer to your Lordfliip the evi- 
dence of thefe three papers, one dated the 4th, another Ae 6th, and 
smother the 7 th of January, 1793, upon the evidence ttow given^ 
which contaifi fpeeches of Citizen St. Andre, and Citiaten Barrerc* 

Mr, Erjkinei If your Lordfhip thinks thefe papers may be 
taken as evidence, I have no intereft in difputing it, I only wiib 
to have the fan<5tion of the Court ; I am not anxious about It. 

Lard Chief Jujlice Eyre, I think it is a reafonable evidence 
of their being what they are defcribed* 

Mr. Hujkljfon delivered into Court Engli/h Tranjhfiom (f 
ExtraSii from thefaid Papers* 

Mr, Erfkine. Is there the whole of it ? 
Mr, Attorney General. No ; only extrafts. 
Mr, Hujkiffon. The reading the whole Would take ujp full 
two hours. 

The ExtraSls read^ 
«* Extract from the fpeech of Jean Bori St, Andr^, taken from 
^ the Moniteur of the 4th of January, 1793. 

« Translationv 
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" Translation^ 

^^ If you have to decide on the &te of Louis, it is becau6 
^ you are a RevoIutk>nar-y Affembly, created by the Freudi 
^ Nation, in a flate of infurre^ion/* 



*' Extra£b from the fpeech rf Barfere, taken from the Moni*-. 
^ teurs of the 6th and 7th of January, 1793. 

« TRANSLATION^ 

« The queftion fuhmitted to your dcHSeration is of thff 
" higheft hnportance to public order, of the greatcft diffioMty 
" In Legiflation; of the utmoft delicacy in Polities, abfoluteljr 
" neceflary to Liberty, and connefted with whatever is held moft 
'" (acred by the nation. — The calmnefs which has prevailed in 
*^ the deliberations^ for Ibme days paft, forbodes that it will be 
" decided according to jufticc and reafon. — It will not efcape 

* hiftory, this contraft between Kings, who often, amidft the 
" diffipation of Courts, figned profcriptions, or the death warranty 
** of a thoufand Citizens ; and the rcprefentatives of the people^ 
^ who deliberate with wiftilom and caution on the punifhment of 
" a fingle Defpot.— It is the deftiny of Kings to be the occafion 
^ of the calamities of the people, whether they remain on thei^^ 

* thrones, or whether they are precipitated from them.** 



" The people of Paris, by making an holy infurrefHon 
** againfl: him, (the King) on the loth of Auguft, deprived hiin 

^ of his charafter of Inviolability- The people of the other 

** Departments applauded this infurreftion, and adopted the re^- 
** fult of it — -The people have, therefore, already interpofed to 
^ deftroy the Royal Inviolability. — Louis was invefted by the 
" tacit confent of the people^ with a Conftitutioiial Inviolability; 
"their tacit confent has deprived him of the fame, and is there- 
" fore as lawful as the grant <^ it.— The Inviolability of the 
^ Kirlg cannot be abfolute ; it is only relative, and for the end 
" of maintaining the Independence of the Conftituted Au- 
" thorities." 

« The 
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^ The People is the Sovereign. 

«* A Convention differs from a Legiftature In this relpeAs 

• srLegiflature is only a fpecies of fupcrintendlfig Magifiracry; 
•* 1 Moderator of the Powers of Government : a Convention, 
** on the contrary, is a reprefentation of the Sovereign.— The 
** Members of the Legiflative Affembly afted, in Auguft, upon 
•* thefe principles; and they declared, in their account of their 
** motives for calling a National Convention, that they faw but 
•* one meafure which could fave France ; namely, to have re- 
" CQurfe to the fupreme will of the people, and to invite die 
•* people to exercife immediately that inalienable right of So- 
" vereignty, which the Conftitution had acknowledged, and 
" which it could not fubjeft to any rcftriftion, — The public 
" intereft required, that the will of the people fhould be mani- 
" fefted in the opinion of a National Convention, formed of 
*^ reprefentativcs, invefted by the people with unlimited powers. 
•* The win of the people is manifefted by the opinion of this 
** Convention. — The Convention being aflembled, is itfelf that 
•* Sovereign Will which ought to prevail. — It would be con- 
*' trary to every ^principle, if the exprcflion of die general will 
^ did not refide in the Convention alone. 

" You are the Reprefentativcs of the Nation, which relies 
** upon you for taking every meafure of public fafety, neceflary 
" to eftablifli and fecure Liberty, and to profcribe tyranny, 
<* againft which the nation has formed an holy infurreftion. 
' ** It is Defpotifm when, in the ordinary and permanent 
" eftablifhment of a Government, there is no feparation of 
** powers. — But is it not the very eflence of a Conftituent Body 
*' to concentre, for the time being, all authority ?— Is it not the 
" very nature of a National Convention to be the temporary 
** image of the nation ; to unite, in itfelf, all the powers of Go- 
** vernment, to employ them againft die enemies of Liberty, and 

* to diftribute them in a new focial compaiSb, called a Con- 
*' ftitution ? — Behold that Conftituent Affembly, which, though 
*' abominably calumniated at prefent, laid (in fpite of the flianie«- 
** ful revifion of the laws) the firft foundation of your Liberty. 
«* Behold it alone, with its Revolutionary Genius; it broke 

" through 
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* through every impediment, excce^d its delegated authority, 
^ created its own powers, according to the exigencies of Liberty, 
^ and to the wants of the people ; deftroyed all prejudices by the 
' ** force of tbat public opinion to which it gave birth, obliterated 
" all privileges, aholiftied all Parllameats, changed the form of all 
** property, as well as the ftgn of all value, and made a perjured 

•* King its prifonen Nothing was wanting to immortalize 

^ that Aflembly; but to have delivered France from the calamity 
^ of Kingly Government, and to have relieved you from the 
" duty of judging the laft of your Kings. 

^ Invcfted, from your origin^ with the moft unlimited con- 
^ fidence by your fellow Citizens, you hcfctate ia Ae .firft 
«ftep. 

^ Am I then no longer in the midft of that National Ojn-. 
^ vention, whofe honourable miffion it was to deftrpy Kiiiga 
" and Royalty." 

Mr. Erjkine, I wifli it to be underftood, that thefe Gen- 
tlemen are fpeaking in their place, as Members of the National « 
Aflembly in Frauuse. 

Mr^ Attorney General. I will explai« the view with whxc;h 
I offer it. 

.Afr. Brjkine. You ftated it very particularly in your 
opening. 

Mr^jktornej General You fee they are now fpealwng in. 
their places, io the National AiTembly in France. 

L^rd Q3iefjuftice Eyre. It is hardly wwth debating; the 
pyrpoic is fo obvious, that it is imjpoiSble to be iniTundef- 

ftood. 

— i— i— » — i 

The fiihwing Bniry umf read/r^m the Bdoh cf fhe Society 
fif QmJKtntiorml htfirmOthn^ 
^ At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutbnal Infofmadoft, 
« held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday i£fli 
"February, 179 j. 

Vq^. II. G «« PRESENT, 
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«' PRESENT, 1 ' 

^ Mr. keader in the Chair. 
*< Mr. Froft, Mr. I. H. Tookd, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Symonds^ 
" Mr. Martin, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Banks> 
" Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr. I. Williams, Capt. T. Harwood, Mr. 
• " Moore, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Balmanno. 

. " Read the following letter from the Society for Conftitutional 
**. Information, at Birmingham, requefting, that twelve of their 
" members may be admitted aflbciated members of this fociety. 

** Birmingham, Feb. 6th, 1793. 
" Friends and Fellow Citizens, 

" The members of the Society for Conftitutional Information^ 
^ eftablHhed at this place Nov. loth, 179^, take tfte opportunity 
^ to lay before you our printed addrefs and declaration, and our 
" rules and orders, which we have adopted from the Sheffield 
" Society, for our internal government. — And to fhew our juf- 
" tice, our moderation, and love to all mankind, we defire your 
** advice and afRftance, that the general mind of our fociety may 
** be formed unanimoufly to the beft and mt)ft likely mode of 
" obtaining our long-loft rights as men free born, and as citizens 
'* by univerfal incorporation. 

** The interefted and bigotted fupporters of the exploded fyf- 
<' tem of corruption, are continually throwing obftades in the 
^' way of all refijrm, and threaten us with rigorous profecution, 
** and exhibit all the engines of power and tyranny before us, jfor 
""meeting to inveftigate the laws of our country, and endea- 
"' vouring to obtain, in a legal and peaceable manner, die birth- 
** right of every Briton, viz. an equal reprefentation of die peo- 
^ pie in parliamffnt: notwithftanding which, numbers daily 
" flock to the ftandard of liberty. We are determined, in fpite 
" of all bafe oppofition, to perfevere as we hdve begun in the 
** good caufe, till we have obtained the defirable end, a Redrefs 
•* of our Grievances. 

" We fincerely think the caufe is of God, and that it would 
^ go on without our interference j but who can ftand by an idle 

«* fpedktor. 
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^ fpe£btoi^ and fee our feBow-men ftruggling for us in die c^ufe 
. ^ of liberty^ and not have a wifh to lend a helping hand in the hu- 
" mane and Godlike work. 

^ We ardently and fincerely defire to become inftrumental in 
" fo good and great a work, the caufe of liberty, and of all man- 
" kind, both prefent and future. 

** The grateful thanks of our fbcicty are given to Mr. Hornc 
« Todke, Maj6r Cartwright, Mr. Erflcinc, and the reft of the 
^ members of the Conftitutiohal Society for Information in Loa« 
^ don, for their firm and manly fupport and perfeverance in our 
^ common caufe of liberty and good«will to all mankind, and 
*^ their fteady purpofe to obtain an efFe£bual reform in the Legif* 
^ lative Houfe of the People, the Commons Houfe of Parlia- 
" ment. 

" Our fociety requefts the favour of your admitting the fbl- 
^ lowing twelve perfons, whofe names are fubfcribed, to be in** 
*^ rolled members of your fociety, for the purpofe of correfpond- 
*' ing with yourS) and every other (imilar inftitution in the na- 
^ tion, for the better Regulating our meafures, and receiving in- 
" flrucHon. 

^^ Wifhing you all the fucccfs your laudable undertaking de« 
** ierves, wc are, with fmcerity, 

** Your Fellow Citizens and Friends, 
*« (Signed) 
** John Meer, David Blair, 

^ John Kilmifler, Thomas Clark, 

'* George Hill, fen. TImmins Nevill, 
**" John Kenrick, William Beard, 

•* James Davy, Thomas Hill, 

" James Luckcock, Benjamin Smith. 
** Diredl to George Hill, oppofite the Fountain, Lower Tern- 
«* plfr-ftreet, or to John Kenrick, Grocer, Colmore-row- 
« To Mr. D. Adams, Secretary to 
«* the Society for Conftitudonal 
•* Information. 

G 2 « Rclblvcd, 
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*« Refblved, That the twelve members of the Birmingham So- 
** ciety for Cbnfiitutioital Irrfofmation, recommended in die Ciid 
" letter, be admitted aflbciated members of this fociety. 

« Refolved, That the feid letter, and the elc6Hon of the fald 
«* twelve members, be piiblifbed in the news-papers,, exdufive of 
" their names." 

. Mr. Garrotv^ I propbfe now to read the anlwt^ of the Bir- 
mingham Societyy dated 25fh March, 17939 to this f:caunUnicfiti-< 
ttti of the Conftittttiooal Society. 

Mr. Thffmas Maclean^ I found this letter among.Mr« Adams'v 

papers. .,- 

It was read^ 

<^ Sir, " Birmingham^ March 25thy.x793. 

^ At the reqneff of the Society ibr Conftitatitmal Information, 
*^ I hereby acknowledge ilb/t receipt of yout.ktterf whereby it 
^ a|)pears, that ypw fociety have acceded to our requeft, by 
^ ele^ng 'the perfonsy who& names you wex^ £Lirnilbed with, 
^ ks aflbciated -members m your fociety; for whidi we beg yon 
** to accept our united thanks and beft wiflies,. that your fociety 
^ nxay g0 on t^ aecamuktea mafs of true patriots, i«hofe prin- 
* ciples may not be fubverted byiniereily .or conquexvd jby ftar. 

^ This fociety oiFers with gratit^de^ tbeir thanks and commen- 
«* dations to Horne Tooke, Efi^- for the prefent accompanying 
" your letter, but more particularly for his zeal in the caufe of 
" freedom, which cannot be promoted but by the free ufeof the 
•' pfefe, which wetruft •will never b,e reftrained from Britons^ 
« Anothei* letter accompanies this, contaiiyng a few particulars^ 
^ which we doubt not you will perufe with pleafiire* Will write 
•* you further on that fobjeft fliortly. 

« I am, &c. 
No Signature. ** ■ '* ■ ' ■* ■■ Sec.** 

ThefoUawing Entries were read fr^m the Bc^h of tJu Sofifty for 
Q>nJiitutUn^L Informqtim* 
** At a Meeting of the Society for Conftituticaial Informationy 
<« held at die Crowa and Anchor Tavern, Friday i5di Marchy 

^ i793> 
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« PRESENT, 

« Capt. Tooke Rarwood in 4e Chair. 
^ Mn Balawmo, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Tooke, Mr. Martin, Mr. 
. ^ Fazackerly, Count Zenobio, Mr. Sharp, Mr. J, Williams, 
.** Mr. Bonney, Mr. Symonds, Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr. Hplcrofi^ 
" Mr. Swainfon, Mr. Banks, Lord Seippill, Mr. Wills, Mr. 
« Parkinfon, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Froft; Mr. G. Williams. 
« Read a letter from the Conftitutioiial Society, at ShefEeldy^ 
*^ inclofing their refolutions of the 13th of February lalL 

** Refolved, That the ftcretary be inftrudled to return the 
" thanks of this fociety to the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
^ mation, at Sheffield, for their communication, and to acquaint 
" them, that this fociety perfe£Hy agree with them in their kti'- 
*^ timents with refpedl to the calamities of war in general ; and 
•* that they concur with them in thinking, that the thanks of the 
^ community at large are due to all thofe who have exerted 
^ themfcIVes to prevent the prefent war. 

^ Ordered, That the treafurer repay to Mr. Froft fixty Mvtq^j 
^ paid by him at Paris, for the translation of two addreiTes td 
^ the National Convention oi Fra^noe. 

' ^ Refdved, That the thanks of diifi fociety be giwn to Joei 
^ Barlow and John Froft, for their conducSl iri the pDefcntad<^ 
•* of the addrefe of this fociety to the National Convmtiosi rf 
«* France; and that Mr. Froft be aflured, Aat our regard fof 
** him is not leflened, but increafed by the profecutions and pei'-i; 
** fecutions which his faithful anddue difcharge of that commiiHon 
^ may bring upon him. 

^ Ordered, That this refolution be publiihed in the newsA 
^ papers, 

^ At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information^ 

^ held- at the Crovvn and Anchw: Tavern, Strand, Friday %2d 

^ Mwch, 1793, 

" PRESENT, 

*<.Mr. Symonds in the Chair. 
« Mr, Proft, Mr. Hull, Cpmit Zeoobia, Mr. Togk^, M«** 
^ Wills, hosi SempiU, Mr, B^oft^, Mf, Kydd, Mr. $.atch^ 
G 3 « ell, 
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« cU, Mr. John Martin, Mr. Aufell,'Mr. Holcroft, Mr, Bal- 
*' manno, Capt. T. Harwood, Mr. Parkinfon, 'Mr. J. Wil- 
« liams, Dr. Kentifh, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Hardy. 
« Read a letter from the United Political Societies of Nor- 

** wich. 

" Refolved, That the confideration of the faid letter be poft-. 

^ poned till the next meeting." 



Mr. Thomas Maclean, I found this paper in Mr, Adams'^ 
hoiife. 

// was read. 

^ The United Political Societies of Norwich. 

^ Gentlemen, - March yhy 1793, 

" It is with peculiar (atisfaSion we are favoured with your 
.** correfpondence (not merely becaufe you arc k^ although you 
« are better fitted to diffufe knowledge) but becaufe you are em-i 
** barked in the fame magnanimous ca\ife, which demands with 
** alacrity the attention of every individual J and it is with theut- 
** moft regret we fee fo many, either from ignorance, or fome-i 
** thing worfe, who are inipiical to their own intcrqft ; for no- 
^ thing contributes fo much to fupport the oppreffqr, as the 
•* ignorance of the oppreffed j for which purpofe the flood-gates 
** have beecn opened gradually, till, by degrees, the ftreams of 
". corruption have, nearly overflowed the land : fuch as bounty 
'* afts, borrowing, qualification, and feptennial ads, befides 
** (landing armies, excife and tything la\vs, with various others 
** too painful for refleftion, without credit to thq framers thereof^ 
*^ and without advantage to fociety. We do not prefupie to ret 
** capitulate th?fe abufes for your information, but being too ex- 
•* perimentally acquainted with them, we wilh to find out a me- 
^ thod of redrefs. At prefent we fee a great propriety in univer- 
** fal fufirage, and annual elecftions, but we beg you will be 
** obliging enough to inform us of what you have coUe&ed of the 
^ fenfe of the people by your correfpondents. We have to in- 
'* form you, that our worthy Correfponding Societies of London^ 
** have recently fubmittcd three propofitions for our inveftigation, 

<^ Firfti 
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^ Flrft, whether a Petition to Parliament, or an AddreB to the 
" King, or a Convention. * 

** Permit us briefly to ftate our views for your revifal ; and 
** with refpeft to the firft, we behold we are a conquered people*. 
^ We have tamely fubmitted to the galling yoke, and refiftance 
** in the prefent circumftances is vain. We cannot ad the man, 
" and as neceflity has no law, we think ourfelves under that 
** degrading neceflity to ftate our grievances to the Houfe of 
'^ Commons, with a requeft for redrefs ; and ihould they rcfufe to 
" grant our reafonable petition, we have ftill got (no thanks to 
** them) a formidable engine, that will convey the infult to the 
** remoteft pfirts of the kingdom. As to the propriety of the fe- 
^' cond, we wifh to fubmit to your fuperlor judgment, and {houl4 
" efteem it a favour to be informed of the refult ; for at prefent 
** we are dubious of its good confequences. Laftly, a Conven- 
" tion, and oh I that the period were arrived !— but in the pre* 
** fent ftate of affairs, alas ! it's impracticable : yet this is the 
** obje£l we purfue, and efteem any other means only in fubordi- 
" nation to, and as having a tendency to accomplifh that defira- 
^ ble end. 

« We wifli to be in unifon with our brethren and fellow-la- 
^^ bourers, and ftiould be glad of any information as foon as it is 
** convenient: and we beg your advice, whether it is neceflary, 
** as foon as poflible, to colled fignatures to a petition for^i real 
" reprefentation of the people, and by whom to prefent it, whe- 
" ther Mr. Coke, Mr- Burch, pr any of thefriends of the people; 
** and whether it is attended with any expence. Our members are 
^ both inimical to the bujinefs, 

* We can give you no accurate ftatcment of the reprefentation 
•* in our neighbourhood, only obferve, that it is equally farcical 
** here as elfewhere. To conclude, with united th— — for all la- 

** vours received, wifliing you h and fuccefs,* and may Hea- 

^* vcn avert 

« We fubfcribe ourfelves. Gentlemen, * 

** Your very obliged humble Servants, 

(Signed) « J. PROUGHTOfi. 

G 4 " Note. 
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. f^ Note. Pleafe tadirea to J. BroMghton, St, Muy's Chttrc^ 
•* Mr, Blake being no longer our fecretary, 

^< Wc.h*v« between thirty and forty feparate Societies in Nor* 
^ wich, befides many in the country villagest 

« Mr. D. JJamsy JV^. 4, Tooie's Courtj 
*f CbaiKiry'-liine^ London* 

• At « meeting of the Society for Conftitutienal Inforauition, 

•* held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 29th 

^ Mardi, 1793, 

« PRESENT, 

" Capt Tookc Haryrood in the Chair. 

** Mr- Symonds, Mr. Jennings, Mr. Hull, Mr. Martin, Lord 
« Sempill, Mr. Bryant, Mr. Parkinfon, Mr. Froft, Rev. Mr, 
" Joyce, Mr, Gay, Mr. I. Williams, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. 
« tlolcroft, Mr. Banks. 

** Refolved, That the confideratiqn of the letter from th? 
^ United Political Societies of Norwich, be deferred till next 
*^ meeting," ^ 

yj/r. Garrmj. At the meeting of the azd of March, the c<?iVr 
fi^eration of this letter was poftpqne^^ it was po%o;ied at th^ 
psxX meeting; and at the next meeting it is ag^in poftponedi 
-virhich fliews the deliberatioja required for preparing the anfwer, 

X^H follovuin^ Entries were readfrpm the Booh of the Qm/fituti'* 
onal Society. 

" At a m^etirg of diie Society for Conftltutional Informatipn, 
f* Jield ;it the Crown i^nd Anchor Tavern, Strang, Friday 5th 
^} April, 1792. 

^' PRESENT, 

^* Capt. Tqoke Harwood in the Chair. 
« Mr. Tuffin, Jyord Daer, Mr. Froft, Mr. AufeU, Mr. B(»iney, 
^ Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Martba, Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Tooke, 
« Mr. K^ JiJr, Hall, Mr. Moore, Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr, I. 

. ■ *^ Williams, 
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tt WilluunSy Mr, L Cooper^Mr. Hard/, l/h» BfllmannOj LobI 

« Sempill, Mr. Wills, 

^ Refolved, That die confideration of the letter fir^m tbt 
<' Uoked Political Societies of Norwich, be poftponed till the 
^ next meeting; and dut Mr, Froft be requeued to prepare ^m 
" anfwer, 

*' Refolved, That a letter be written to Simon Bntler ani 
^ Oliver Bond^ Efqrs, exprejQive of the high ienfe we entertain 
^' of their exertions in the caufe of freedom^ and to aSure tbens 
*' that we confider the imprifonment they at prefent fuffer on that 
^^ account, as illegal and unconfiitutional, 

^ The following letter was pnoduced and read. 

<« To S. Butler and' O. Bond, Efqrs; 
^' Gentlemen, 

^ It is not eafy for men, who feel ftrongly and Cncerely, t« 
^ convey thofe feelings by letter. We therefore rely on your^ 
^ conceiving for us much of that v/hich we are unable to exprefs 
^' to you. We think, however, that wc fhall be guilty of a 
" great omiffion, did we neglect tlie opportunity of fending you 
^ by Mr, Hamilton Rowan, the honeft tiibute of our eftcem 
" and admiration, for your brave and manly refiftance to the 
" ufurped jurifdiftion of the Irilh ariftocracy. 

*' Permit us to offer you our thanks, and our grateful fic- 
^ knowledgment of your efforts, in what we confidej: as a cpm- 
" mon caufe, while we lament our inability of proving ourfelves 
*^ ufeful in your defence. Although we are of different king- 
^' doms, ftill we are but one people j and as the freedom of onp 
*' continent has fpread its influence to Europe, fo on the other 
" hand, we are perfuaded, that the eftablifhment of defpotifm in 
^ Ireland, muft end in the flavery of Great Britain. Biit "the 
^ light of liberty is no^ confinedl t© tmc fti orc , or one latitude, 

** Wc know that it is eafier to admire liian to praftife tfeofc 
^ virtues that tend to the public benefit, 

^ Yet fo long as the exertions of a few courageous raen muft 
^ influence the minds of at lead the inde|>endeut *and dnnking 
^ pi^t e( the (;»p:imanity, wq ore ;»iru;re4 that their labpur is not 

^ fruitlcfe 
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* fruidefe. Wc tnift, therefore, the time will foon arrive, 
** when the abufe of power in either nation, wiD have no other 
•* confequence than the ruin of thofe who have committed that 
** injuftice. We hope, and we doubt not of foon feeing the day, 
***when the poft of honour ihall be.no longer that of obloquy 
** and punifihmcnt , but when thofe who have rifqued their liberty 
** and fortune in the caufe of their countrymen, may find protec- 
^ tion in the undifputed, uninterrupted cxercife of trial by jury, 
♦* with a full and adequate reprefentation of the people in parlia- 
♦' ment. 

" Refolved, That the faid letter be figned by the chairman 
•* and fecretary; and that Mr. Hamilton Rowan be requefted to 
^ convey the fame to Mr. Butler and Mr. Bond,'^ 



" At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 

*' held Friday 1 2th April, 1793, at the Crown and Anchor Tar 

**^ vern, Strand, 

^ PRESENT, 

« Mr. Chriftopher Hull in the Chair. 

« Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Home Tooke, Mr. L Williams, Mr, 
« Parkinfon, Mr, Troft, Mr. Symonds, Mr. Campbell, Mr, 
^ Martin, Mr. Reader, Mr. -Gay, Mr. Vaughan, as one of 
** the Committee of French Subfcription, Mr. Banks, Lord 
" Daer, Capt. Harwood, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. 
« Hard^, Mr. Chatfield. 
" Mr. Froft read an aiifwer (direfted to be prepared by 

•^ him) to the letter received from the United Political Societie? 

^ in Norwich. 

*' Refolved, that the faid anfwer be lent by the fecretary to the 

^ fecretary of the (aid focieties." 



Mr, Thomas Maclean^ I found this paper at Mr, Adams's. 

It was read. 
^^ Sir, 

^ We have to acknowledge, with great fatisfa&ion, the letter 

which you fiivoured us with, dated the 5th inftant, relative to 

2 « the 
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" the moft defirable of all other objefts, the reform of our par-. 
^ liamentary reprefentatioii. The honour you do us in luppofuig 
*< that we are better fitted than yourfelves for the promotion of 
^ political knowledge, we. muft difclaim j becaufe we obfervc, 
" with the greateft pleafure, that our country correspondents 
" have too much zeal and information to want fuccefs in theif 
^ public endeavours, whether at Norwich, at Sheffield, at Man* 
" chefter, or elfcwhere throughout the nation. In our fincerit]^ 
** for the good of our country, we truft that we are all equal; 
^ and as fuch we doubt not of our ultimate fttccefs. 
• " We fee with forrow the exiftence of thofe evils, which you 
** fo juftly reprefent as the ftreanis of corruption ovel-flowing 
" this once free and profperous country. We fee with furprife 
** and abhorrence, that men are to be found both able and wil- 

* ling to fupport thofe corruptions. It is however no fmall con- 
^ folation to find, that others are not wanting in every part of 
** the 'nation of an oppofite charafter, who are ready to remedy, 
" by all laudable and honourable means, the defe<9: in our repre- 
" fentation, the ufijrped extenfion of the duration of parliaments, 
^ and other grievances fuch as you notice in your letter. 

** That the conftitution of England has no more of that dia- 
^ rader it once poffeffed i that the fuppofed democracy of the 
" country has become a matter of property and privilege ; and 
" that we have therefore no longer that ipixt government which 
" our adverfaries are praifing, when they know it is no longer in 
-" oifc pofTefJion, are fa<as notorious and indifputable. Where 
^ then are we to look for the remedy? To that garliamenl of 
*< which we complain? — To the executive power, which is im- 
^ plicitly obeyed, if not anticipated in that parliament? — Or to 
** ourfelves, reprefented in fome meeting of delegates, for tlie 

* efped^l purpofe of reforjn, which we fuppofe you underftand 
** by the term. Convention ? 

** It is die end of each of thefe propofitions that we ought to 
^ look to; Jind as fugcefs in a good caufe muft be the efFeft of 
" perfcverance, and the rifing reafon of die time, let us deter- 
^ mine with coolnefs, but let us perfevere with decifion. As to 
** 4 Conventi9n, we regard it as a plan the moft defirable and 

^moft 
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^ meft pr»<%icabl^, h foCHi as tbe great body of the peo|)Ie \ 
^ be courageous mi virtuous enough to join us in the attempt 
*^ Hitherto we have no reaibn to believe diajt the mona^t isar« 
•* rivei for that purpofe. As to any petition to the crown, we 
** believe it hopelefs in its coniequences. With rc^yeft to the 
*• laft of your propofals, we are at a lofe to advife. If ^he event 
<* is looked to in the vote which may be obuined from that body 
'^ t» whom Ae petition is to be addrefled, which of us can look 
** ip it without the pro4>e6k of an aWblute negative ? In tlib 
** point of view, therefore, it cannot require a moment's confu 
** defi^tiM*. But if we regard the pplicy o£ fuch a petition, it 
«* may,*in our apprehenfiqn, be well worth confidering as a 
*^ warning voice to our prefent legiflators, and as a iignal for 
«* imitation to the majority of dlie people. Should fuch a plan he 
*^ vigoroufly and generally purfued, it would hold out a certainty 
•* to our fellow-countrymen, that we are not a handful of indivi- 
" duals unworthy of attention or coafideration, who defire the 
^ reftoration of the antient liberties of England; but, on the 
*^ contrary, it might bring into light that hoft of well-meaning 
** men, who in the Afferent towns and counties of this reahn are 
•* fijently but ferioufly anxious for reformation in the govern- 
** ment. We exhort you with anxiety to purfue your laudable 
** endeavours for the common good, and never to d^pair of the 
^ public caufe* 

No Mdrefs. " We are, &c.'* 

Mr, Giirrow. My Lord, from the contents of this paper, we 
flstc it to be the drafc of a letter prepared by Mr. Froft, referred 
to \vk the bft refolution read, 

i^ord Chief JuJ]ic€ Eyre^ You have given no evidence of the 
hand- writing of this paper* 

Mr. Garrciv. No, I have not. I produce it merely as be*^ 
ing found in the poflefllon of Adams, the fecretary to the So- 
ciety for Conftitutional Information. I will now put into 
court the letter a6^ually fent, which was found in tiie pofleflion 
if the fecretary to the Norwich Society, It is dated, " Society 
for Conititutional Information, London, 15th April, I793» 
figned/by order, in tlie name of the Society for Conftitutional 

5 Infor*. 
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)nfarmabcn^ D. Adams, Secretjiry,*' and addreSed ^ Mr« Xv 
firoi]ght0n> Secretary to the United Political Societies^ Npr- 
twich/' 



•* Society for Conftit«tiofial InforwAtlaru 

** London, 15th April, 179 J. 
'« Sir, ** 

« We have to acknowledge wth great fatislkaion Ac letter 

* "Which yoa fevourecl us with, dated the 5*h inftant, relative to' 

* the moft defirable of all other objefls, the reform of a {larlta- 

* mentary rqjrefetitaticJrt. The honour yow do tis in fiippofing 

* that we arc better fitted than yotfrielves for the proiiK>taon of 

* political knowledge, we tnuft difclaim \ becaufe ^ve obfervc 
" with the greateft plcafure, that our co«ntry correfpondeftts' 
" have too much zeA and information to want fuccefs in their 
" public endeavours, whether at Norwich, ^ Sheffield, at Man- 

* chefter, or elfewhere throughout the nation. 

** In our fincerity for the good of our cofthtry^ we truft^ that 

* we are all equal, and as fuch w^e doubt not of our ultimate' 

* fuccefs- 

•* We fee with forrow the exiftcpce of thofe evils, .which yon' 
•* fo juftly reprefent as the ftreams of corruption overfltiwing ^i« 
^ once free ^d profperous country. We fee with furprife and' 

* abhorrence, that men are to be found both able*and willing Jx> 
" fupport thofe Corruptions, It h however no fmall confoladoa 
•^ to findj that others are fiot wanting in every part «f die na-» 

'^ tion of an oppolite charafter, who are ready to temedy, by aB' • 
** laudable and honourable -means, the defedi in our reprelentla- ' 
" tion, Ae ufurped extcnfion of the deration of parliaments, atMi 

* other grievances fuch as you notice in your letter- 

^ That the conftitution of England.has no more of that cha- 
^ rafter it once poffeffed, diat the fuppofed democracy of the* 
" country has become a matter of property and privehUgi^ and 
^ that we have therefore no longer ihat mixt government whith 

* our adverferiei&^are praifing, wlien they know it is no longer in 
" ourpoffeffion, are fefts notorious and indifputable# Where* 

• . ^ then 
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** then afe we to look for the remedy ? To that parBameftt of 
«* which we complain? To the executiyc power which is impli4 
? citly obeyed, if not anticipated in that parliament ? Or tb our^ 
*' felves, reprefentediri fome meeting of delegates for the efpecial 
" purpofe of refonn, which we fuppofe you undcrftand by the 
" word Convention ? 

** It is the end of each of^ thefe propofitiorfs that we ought to 
^< look to; and as fuccels in a good caufe muft be the effed of 
•* perfeverance, and the rifing reafon of die time, let us deter- 
^ mine with coolnefs, but let us perfeyere with deeifion. 

" As to a Convention, we regard it as a plan the moft defu^-^ 

•* ble and moft practicable, fo fbon as the great body of the peo- 

<^ pie ihall be courageous and virtuous enough to join us in thoi 

" attempts Hitherto we have no reafon to believe that the mo- 

'^ ment is arrived for that purpofe. As to any petition to the 

" crown, we believe it bopelefs in its confequences. With re- 

*' fpe£l to the laft of your propofals, we are at a lofs to advife* 

*^ If the event is looked to in the vote which may be obtained 

*^ from that body to whom the petition is to be addrefled, which 

" of us can look to it without the profpe£t of an abfcJute nega- 

** tive ? lx\ this point of view therefore it cannot require a mo- 

*' ment's tonflderation. But if we regard the policy of fuch a 

^ petition, it may, in our apprehenfion, be well worth confidering 

** as a warning voice to our prefent legiflitorsy and as a fignal for 

*' imitation to the majority of the people. Should fuch a plan be 

*' vigoroufly and generally purfued, it would hold out a certainty 

," to our fellow-countrjonen, that we are not a handful of indi* 

^^ viduals unworthy of attention or coniiderationy who defire the 

" reftoration of the ancient liberties of England > but> on the 

** contrary, it might bring into light that hoft of well-meaning 

*' men, who in the different towns and counties of this realm are 

^ filently but ferioufly anxious for a reformation in the govern- 

" ment; 

" We exhort you with anxiety to purfue. your laudable endea- 
« vours [oj the common good, and never to defpair of the public 
** caufe. 

« Signed 
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« Signed by orcfet*, irt the name of the Society for Conffitufi- 
* onal Information, 

•^ Took^s Courts i6rii ** D. ADAMS, Sec. 

« April, 1793. 

Addreffed " Mr. /. Broughtetty Secretary U the United Pe^ 
" I'ttkal SocietieSy Norwich.** 



Mr, James Waljh (fworn). Examined by Mr. Garraw. 

^ Did you execute any warrant for the purpofe of appre- 
hending Mr. liaac Saint, at Norwich^ tbe Secretary of tbe Con- 
ilitwtional Society there i 

A, I did not > but I W5tf prefent when it was executedr 

J^. Did you fee any papers iibized ? 

A. J feized them myfelf. 

J^ Did you put your name upon them ? 

A. I did. 

^. Is this one of the papers you feized there ? 

A. It is. 

^he following Entries were read' from the Books ef the Society 
for Confiitutional Information^ 
*' At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information^ 
" held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 25th 
^ Oftober 1793. * ' 

<' PRESENT, 
Mr. Bryant— in the chair. 

* Count Zenobio, Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Alex- 
'« ander Wills Mr. Holcroft, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Bal- 
^ manno, Mr. Special, Mr. Rutt, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Aufell, 
<*Mr. Wardle, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Martin, Mr* 
" Fitzgerald, Mr.Hardy, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Hull, Mr. 
" J. Williams, Mr. Benjamin Cooper. 
" Mr. Sinclair read a letter, with an addrefe from Mr. Skirv- 

^ ing Secretary to the Convention, of the Friends of the People 

"in Scotland, to Mr. Hardy, Secretary to the London Corref- 

** ponding Society. 

*« RefoivedV 



f 96 > 

. ^ Rj^felVfe^ That aJi extr^ordLoary Geneia} Mteftng of ti)» 
** Society be called for Monday next at the Crown and Anchor 
** Tavten, at fix o'dock in the Evenings to confidcr of llic 
** utility, and propriety of fending Delegates to a Convention of 
^ Delegates of the different Societies, in Great Britain, to be held 
** at Edinburgh, for the purpofe of obtaining a parliamentary 
** Reform. 

" Refolved, That the fubftance of the motion be inferted in 
« the letter. 



Adr. Garrycv. Before Ae nessrencry is itnki, perkapis it wiB be 
convenient that I fliould put in the original draft of thefe inftruc- 
tlons, as there are-fcveral maierial alterations. 

Mr. Daniel Adams. Examined by Afr, Garrcw, 

£^ Look at that Letter, andftate whetlier that is your Cgiu- 
ture. 

. jf. It IS* 

j^ In whofe hand writing is the letter ? 

jf. Myovm. 

^ Tb6 vvlipk of it Is in yo^ oyvn hand writings 

J. Yes. • 

^ Look at this <?ther paper, are thefe the InftruiSHons, which 
ijyere originally prepared for th^ Delegates upon which your entry 
is afterwards made? 

jf^ I cannot take upon ra^ to fay that, ftom the length of time* 

J^ This was found among your papers we have heard. 

J. Yes. 
• ^ What do you take that paper to be ? 

A I fliould not know it but from my own hand writings at 
ibc bottom — ^I flioufdnot know it to be die fame otherMrife. 

^ Look at it — i^o you believe it to be an original minute, 
prepared for the purpofe of being tranfcribed into the book of th<^ 
Society.— 

Jl 1 don*t know ft for any other Tcafon—- here sifre a vaft man;^ 
interfineatrons which I cannot bring to my recoHeflKbn at all. 
' ' J^ Ir was^a paper ydu was aftervvwfds' to tranfcribc into ydtfr 
fcook? 

J. It 
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'i^i It appears like a paper I was to tranfcribe^ there are a great 
many interlineations in it 

Mn Erjkint. Can 70U venture to give any thing like a diftinft 
account of how that paper came to be fo interlined as it is now i 

A I cannot 

Mr. Erfkim^ Nor can you tell whedier that was given to you 
for the purpof(^ of infertion, but that it was fo oUiterated that 
)fou was obliged to make another capyt. 

A. That I cannot telK 

Mr. Garrvw. Suppefitig that paper to agree with your &ir 
trarflcript^ fhould you believe then, that that is die paper which 
you tranicribed £urly into the minute ? 

Lord Chief Juftice EyreJ ThaX is reafoning him into a belief; 

if he has any recolledion upon thefubjed very well; if he.lias not 

you muft not argue him into a belief of it. — This is a paper 

which purports to be a rough draft of Inftru£tions, with conii- 

derable interlineations, and the paper that is in the book, cor- 

refpon<b with die draught fo interlined — ^thcre let it ftand. — ^Do 

you know the hand writing of the interlineations ? 

^ I do not; 

[ The Inftru£fions ready ] 

<* At an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Society for 

^ Conftitutional Information, held at the Crown and Anchor 

" Tavern, Strand, Monday aSch October 1793. 

« PRESENT, 

** Mr. Sinclair in the Chair. 

** Mr, Satchell, Mr. Martin, Mr. Special, Mr. Parkinfon, Mr. 

« Mr. J. T. Rutt, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Wills, 

« Mr. Richter, Mr. J. Williams, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Faw- 

" cett^^Mr. Margaret, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Wardle, Mr. 

*• Jennings, Mr. Holcroft. 

** Read, addrefles to the Friends of the People of Parliamen- 
" tary Reform, figned by Mr. Skirving, Secretary to the 
** General Convention at Edinburgh. 

** Refolved, That this Society dp fend Delegates to theenfuing 
** Convention, to be held in Edinburgh, for promoting a Reform 
* in Parliament. 

Vol. II. H Refolvsd, 
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« ReTolvfdi Ttet»fmnMBber$ of this Sodo^ faetk&d af 
^ Delegates ta the iaid Conventioiu 

<< Henrf Yorke, Chftrks Sinclair, and John Riditer^ were 
'^ propofed. 

<« Refolved, That the £ud Geiidemen be now ballotted for. 
*^ The Society proceeded to baUot aceorduig^yiiii^ Qnrles 
^^ Sinokir, aftd Henry Yorke^ were ekOnL 

^ Mr. Sinclair being prefenti accepted ^ t^ kid office tf 
. •* one of the Delegates* 

'' Refotved, T^t £houId either Henry Yorke» or Charles Sin-* 
^ clair^ be prcrvented from accepting the delegation to the Omh 
^ vendon of Delegates at £dinburg)i» John Kichter be ap- 
^ pointed to fiilfil ifaat office. 

<< I^folve<^ That John Williams be requefted to obtain the 
'^ necefikry information of Henry Yorke> aad coniaiunks|te it 
•* to the Secretary* 

^' Mr. Sinclair being requefted to quit the Chair, 

(' Refolvedt That Mr. Fitzgerald be called to iafce die 
** chair. 

*' Refolved, That the Secretary do deliver to. the D^lefates^ 
«* appointed by this Society to reprefent them in the Convention 
^ at £dinbui]2;h, copiesof dieproceedii^sof the ^Jtfa* and aS^tfa^ 
" inftantyby vdiich they are appointed to diat; office* 

tnflruSiions U tb^ Delegates* 

^ The Delegates are inftru£led>on the part of this Societyyto 
^ affift in bringing forward and fupporting any conftitutional 
^ meafures for procuring a real reprefentation of the Commons 
^^ of Great Britain, in Parliament. That in fpecifying the re- 
^^ drefs to be demanded of exifting abufes the Delegates ou^t 
" never to lofe fight of the two eiTential principles^ General Su^ 
^ frage and Annual Reprefentation, together with the unalien- 
^ able right in the people to reform, and that a reafonable and. 
** known Gompenfation oughttobemadetothe reprefentativesof 
*^ the nation, by a national contribution. 

^ That the Delegates do pumi^ually correfpond with the So- 
^ ciety, for the parpofe bf communicating information) and of 

« re- 



^ ndeming iudb: fimhcr inihuftipns as die txigency may re^ 
* quire, 
«< R«<bliMi T^ die abore be dn: iirdSdooM to the Dele^ 



^ jletidvedy That lerea gifioeas be allowed to each of tbe 
^ D^iegUa$y ix travdlingt apd a fum not exceeding three giuhr 
'^ IIB8S per woefc, each, be allon^ them during the fitting of tbr 
^ .CoR^eaiipp of Delegates, and that a fubfcription be now 
■^ opened for thai purpo^ and that the fectetary be requefted U^ 
-^ reoet¥eihe6nlie. 

<« Rdblved, That die pioceedings of Friday, the 2Sdi. and 
^ Mondftyt ^di« O^ber 17931 be figned by l^e Chainnan 
* and Secretary. 

^ Refirived, That ^ Segnetary be requefted to write to the 
^ different Societies wkh which this Society is in correfpon- 
^ dence^ informing diem that die London Correlponding Society, 
^ togelfaer wi^ dus Society, have defied Delegates to die Con- 
^ vendon of Delegates, to meet at Eduiborg^ on the 29th inft. 
^ and to requeft their, concurrence to diis important meafure.'* 

[Mr. Gamw pUnted mt t» thiCm^ tbi variatUm between thi 
: emgh 4rMvght^ a$t4 the infiruSiiws ftsfinaUy ad9pted.] 

Copy of the rough drafi^ 

^ The Delegates are inftrufted on the part of this Society, to 
^ ^^ffiil'ip brisking forward any petition or peddons to the Houfe 
^ of Commeinii for die purpofe of procuring an enquiry in the fa^d 
^ Houfe, into die ftate of the reprefentation of the Commons, pf 
^ Great Britain m Padiame^t. That they fhall alfo demand in 
^ fMch f>eddon orp^ddons, iipecific remedy fpr the paft, pz^fent, 
^ aad po^iible ^biifes, Tn the pr^ent fyftem of Reprefentation, 
^ and an avowal of ijie right of eternal reform. That in fpecify- 
** ing the principles upon which redrefs ought to be demanded, 
^ the Delegates have particular relation to tbofe expreflld in Mr, 
** Pitt's fpeeches, before he. was a placeman; in die Duke of 
^ Ejch^iond's letter to Col. Sharman, before he was a minifter ; 
** in Mr. Flqpd's fpeech, upon his^notion for a Reform in Parlia- 

H % mcnt, 
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^ ment, but above all, in the conftitutional ftri^res, cohCainei 
^ in the defence of ]6tm Home Tooke, at the fuit of Charl<^ 
^ James Fox-, in an action for debt And diat the Delegates do de- 
<* manda right of voting for Members of Parliament, in fevoiir 
^ of all perfons not infants, paupers, lunatics, placemen or penfion- 
^ ers. That voting ought to be only in the places or diftrifts df 
* the refldence of the voter. That the time of elefiHon oi^t t6 
^ be very ihort, and the colleding the votes be made in as maif)r 
^^ different places in a diftriA at once, as may be conveniently 
^ and accurately taken ; but above all, that the duration ^Parliaf- 
^ riient ought to be annual. And diat a reafonable compeniation 
*< ought to be made by a national contribution to the members 
" of the Parliament. ' 

* That the Delegates do punAually correfpond with the So- 
** ciety, for the purpofe of receiving further inflru&ions, as dte 
" exigency may require. * 

** Refolved, That thefe be the diredions to the Delegates^ ' 

** Adjourned to Fricbty next** 



Copy of the In/lruSiims a$ finally adopui. 

" Refolved, That the fdlowing be the direftions, to- the 
« Delegates. 

" The Ddegates are inftrufted on the part of (his Society, to 
^* affift in bringing forward, and fupporting any CGnfti^itronal 
*^ meafures, for procuring a real repVelentation of the Commons 
« of Great Britain in Parliament That they fliall alfo demaiii 
" a remedy for the abufes in the prefent fyftem of Re|frefenta. 
^ tion. That in fpecifying the redrefs to be demanded of ex- 
•* ifting abufes, the Delegates ought never to lofe fight of the 
•« two effential principles^ General Suffrage and Annual Reprefeh- 
^ tation, together with the unalienable right in the people to ^-e^- 
" form. And that a reafonable and known compeniation ought 
« to be made to the reprefentatives of the nation by a national 
" contribution. 

•* That the Delegates do punSudly cerreQx)nd with tlie So- 
« ciety, for the purpofe of communicating information, and of 

« re- 
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^ jT^iying fuch iurdier inftrvi^iqps as ibc exigency may re- 
« qvire. 
« Adjounpied to Friday, next*'* 



[The filbwingmiries were naifrmn the Bsoks^fthe Society j 
fir QmftitutiMal Iirf$rmatwH*^ 

« At a General Meeting of the Society, for Conftitutional 
" Information, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 
*^ Friday, 17th of January, 17^4., 

« PRESENT, 

■^^ JVIr. John Horne Xooke in the chair# * 

^ Mr. Sharp, Mr, Gerald, Count Zcnohio, Mr. Jdin Pearfon, 

" Mr, WiUs, Mr. J. William?, Dr. Edwards, Mr. Bonney, 
.^ Mr. Chatficld, Mn Harrifon, Mr, John Martin, Mr. Fitz- 

** gerald, Mr. Stock, Mr. Sitchdl, Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Kydd, 

« Mr. Banks, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Wardle, Mr, Watts, 

" Mr. Richter. 

'^^ Reiblved, That law ceafes to be an obje£t of obedience 
** whenevcrit becomes an inftrurtient of opprcffion. 

^ Refolved, That we recall to mind, with the deepeft fatis&c« 
^ tion, the merited fate of the infamous JefFerys, once Lord 
^ CHief Jufticeof ?ngl^d, who at the craofthi? Qlorjous Re- 
^ volution^ for the many iniquitous fentences which he had 
" pafTed^ was torn to pieces by a brave and injured people^ 

" Refolved, That thofe who imitate his example, deferve \i» 
♦* fete. • 

** Mr. Tooke, having left the chair, Refolved, that Mr. Gerald 

* he called to the chair. 

• ^ Refolved, That the Tweed, dio* it may divide countries, 
" ought not, and does not, make a feparation between thofe princi- 
" pies of cdmmonfeverity, in which Englilhmen and Scotchmen 
^ are equally interiefted; that injuftice in Scotland, is injuftlce 

* in England, and that thelafety of Englifhmen is endangered, 
f^ whenever their brethren, in Scotland, for a conduct which enti- 
^ ties them to the approbation c^all wile, and the fupport of all 

• • H 3 ^ brave 
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^ brare tnttty an^ fenttnccdto Botany Bi^^ tpunfifliiiiciiit bUxito 
^ inflidbd only on felons. 

<< Refolved, That we fee nHth regret^ but we feewiOimt ftar, 
«^ that the period is fafl approathng^ when the Liberties of Britons 
^ ninU d^Aid not upon raifti% to wlii<^ thqr have long ftp-^ 
^ pealed, nor on their powers of exprefing it, . but on their firm 
^ and undaunted refolution to oppofe tyranay by the fiune means 
^ bywhichitisexercired» 

^ Refolved, That we approve of the condud of die Britifli 
^ Convention, iiiiio,tho' aflailed by force^have notbcen anfwered 
^ byargument^andwho, unlikethe members of a eertainafiemblyt 
^ have nointerejRI dSfBnA from the coiiimoft body of the people. 

^ Refidved, That a Copy cf An aboi^e reiblutioas be tran& 
<« mitted to Citizen WOUadi Skirving, Secretary to the Britifh 
^ Conventio% who is now imprifaned under odour df law 
<« intheTdboothof Edinbwrgh* 

^ Refolved, That the reibfaitiofis noiir pafied bb pubEibed in 
" the Newfpapers, 

«" RejUved, That the refalutibfis n0# pofTed be %lied by 
^ the Chairman and Secretary.** 

Mr.ErJkine^ I fee Mr. Hardy was not thei'e. 

Mr. G arrow. No but there was a lettef read from Mr. Hardy, 
which letter was read diis morning, accompanying (he 6opy of 
Margarot*s indiftment, and (bating that anniverlary dinner of tfcc 
London Correfponding Society, 



*« Ata Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Infbraui- 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Stranc^ Friday^ 
^ 24th January 1794. 

« PRESENT, 
•* Mr. John Pearfon in the chair. 
Mr. Horne Tooke, Count Zenobio^ Mr. Froft, Mr. Bonney, 
« Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr. J.Williams, Mr. Starfc, Mr.. Banks, 
* Mr. Rutt, Mr. Boobani» Mr. Kydd, Captain Gawler^ 

w Mr. 



«McWtfck^ Uu Ifckioft^ Mr. Jamtags^ Mr. WattSi 
^ Mr. JbhaMaptiiu 

^ A motion was madei dut it be 

«^ Rdblved, That the moft excellent Addreis of the London 
^ CorreTponding SocieCy^ be iniirted in the books of ifais fociety, 
» and that iJie King^s Speech t» His * Parliainent be inferted 
^ UND£it iT,-*4n onler that they may be alwajra ready, fpr the 
^ j^erpetual reference of the members of this fociety, during the 
^ comiiiua^ice of die prefeitt unfortunate war; and that, in per- 
^ petuam rei memoriam, ibiey may be printed together, in one 
^ (heet, at the Ha^ conclufion of it; which happy conclufion, 
^ according to the ^refent proffirom appearances, we hope and 

* believe not to be many months diftant 

** • An amendment. was moved, * That between the words 

* His and Parliament, the word HpmurabU ftould be in* 
« ferted.'^ 

^ Honourable was withdrawn. 

*^ Another amendment was then moved, ' Th^t between die 
<^ words Hi0 and FiuiiaQient, the word Faithful fhould be 
*infcrtcA' 

^ Faithful was withdrawn* 

^ And it was unanimoully refolved^ < That His, and His 
^^ only, is the proper epithet for Pau'liament upon the prefent 
^ occafton*' 

^ The refbludon then pafled unanimoufly, in its original 
«* form. 

^ Refolved, That die London Correfponding Society have 
•* deferved well of their country. 

** Refolved, That the Secretary be ordered to caufe forty 
^ dioyiand copies of the Addrefs, die Speech, and diefe Refo* 
** lutions, to be printed on one flieet,*and properly diftributed in 
^ England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

«* Refolved, That diefe refolutions be publiflied in the news- 
« papers," 



Hj^ « At 
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<< At a meeting of die. Society for Conffitutiodai ilnfomiatkiftt 
<^ held at the Crown and Anchor Taveai» Strandi Friday, 7th 
« of February, 1794, 

^ PRESENT, 
<< Dr. Kentiih in die chair. 
** Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Bryant, Mr. Arthur 
« Blake,' Mr. Wills, Mr, Sharpc, Mr. Weldon, Mr. G, 
** Williams, Mr. Green, Mr. J. Pe^ribn, Mn John Martin, 
«« Mr. Thompfon, M. P. Mr. Wardle, Mr. J. Williams, 
« Rev- Mr. Harris, Mr. Earkinfon. 

" Ordered, That the refolutions relative to die Addrefs of 
** die London Correfponding Society, pafl&d at the meeting on 
** the 24th of January laft, 6c fent to the Edinburgh Gazetteer 
« for infcrtion. 

*' Ordered, That a copy of the faid refoludons of the 24th of 
« January, be fent to the Secretary of the London Correfponding 
^ Society." 



<^ At a meedng of die Society for Coi^tutional Information, 
** held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Friday, 7th of 
« March, 1794, 

^ PRESENT, 
" Mr. Sharpe in the chair. 

^ Mr. Gawler, Rev. J. Joyce, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Blakie, 
" Mr. Tooke, Mr. Wills, Mn G. Williams, Mr. Satchell, . 
« Mr. Wardle, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Stark, Mr. Hull, Mr. HoU 
*« croft, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Thompfon, Mr. Rutt, Mr. J. 
" Williams, Mr. Bepk, Mr. Banks, Mr, H. Campbell, 
^ " Mr. Fawcett. 

*^ Mr. Tooke gave notice that he wpuld, at the next meeting 
« of this fociety, move that two books fhoyld be opened *, onje 
« of them (bound in black) in which (hall be entered all the 
•* enormities of thofe who deferye the cenfure, and, in the pthq-j 
** the merits of thofe who deferve the gratitude of the fociety." 

^* At 
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^ At a mcedng of the Society for Conftitutional Informatloiii 
^ hdd at die Crown and Anchor Tfivern, Strand| Friday, ^^ 
^ of March, 1794, 

I* PRESENT, 

^ Mr. John Pearfon in the chair, 
^ Mr. H. Tooke, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Hull, Mr. William Sksrpt^ 
« Mr. Wills, Mr. Wardlc, Rev. Mr, Joyce, Mr, Kydd, 
" Mr. J. Williams, Rev. Dr. Towers, Mr. Thompfon, 
^ Mr. Scott, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Beck, Mr. ParkinfaiH 
^ Mr. Banks, Mr. Stark^ Mr, Moore, Mr. Jennings, 

« Refolved, 
* That an Addreft be fent from this fbciety to Meffrs, Minf, 
^ Palmer, Skirving, Margarot, and Gerald. 

^ The following Addrefs was prppofed by Mr. Joyce, to 
^ Meflrs. Muir, Palmer, Skirvjng, Margarot, ai^ perald : 

^ FllipKDS i^NO FjElitOW C|TIZ£NS, 

^ Al^pugfi yifc b^ve hitherto been the filent, yet we have 
^ by no means been the unconcerned (pe£Utors of your coadu<5t 
" and fufFerings. We have fecn and approved of your exertions 
f^ for your country's happinefs ; we haye marked, with bofteft 
^ indignation, every Aep that your enemies have taken to bring 
5 you to your prefent ritaation*-~Your enemies are the enemies 
." of public Liberty: — ^the mfen who are confpiring againft the 
H Happineis of Mankind-^The <caufe in which you embarked, 
^ ^d Kp which you haye borne an honourable teftimony, is 
f* worthy pf cv^ry .exertion, and its importance to the world to0 
^ great to expert its accomplifhment without oppofition* 

** Tlie hiftory of Liberty, for whofe lake you are doomed tq 
^ a long and unmerited e^ajk) wiU afibrd, in the prefent inftance, . 
^ that confolation that former Martyrs to the &me caufe have 
** experienced j the confolation that you will not, you cannot 
" fufFer in vain. 

** Man may perifh, but Truth will prevail; neither perfecu- 
** tion, nor banifhment, nor death itfelf, can finally injure the 
" progrefs of thcfe principles which involve the General Happinefi 
" of Man. 
] ' ' \ « While^ 
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. * \VhiIe, therefore, wc jom every Friend t^ Vhteatmiy in 
* lamenting what you have already endured, and mA anxious 
^ hearts anticipate die perils to which you may be expofed m a 
^ barren and uncultivated country; yet Ive can rejoice, that tiie 
^ fources of Happinefs are limited to. no phcef, but are as ex- 
^ tenfive as like Dominion of God r^^'-under the prote£tion oC 
^ that Great Being may you, at all timts, and in aJl places, feel 
^ the plestfure that arijfes from Confirious Integrity; 

^ FcUow Cidzens, we aflure you, that the memory of your 
^ virtues iball never be e&ced from our breafts; die caufefor 
*^ which you have ftruggled, is a glorious caufei the world diat 
*^ has witnefled your exertions, (hall indtneis oursalfo^-^A full 
^ and &ir reprefentation of the people of Great Britain, we feek, 
« with all the ardour of men and Britons; far the iake of which 
^ we are not only ready to ad widi vigour and unanimity^ but, 
«* we truft, prepared alfo to fuffer widi conftancy, 

^ Our beft wifhes will ever attend ywi; mid we do believe 
^ that the day is not very diftant wh^ we fliall again receive 
^ you, on Britiih flkores, the wdcdine children ef a tUBE and 
** HAPPY countr)^** 

« Refolved, That Ae feme be fent to MdTrs. Muir, Palmer, 
^ Skirving, Margarot, and Genld. 

^ Ordered, That die faid Addrefs be publiflied in die New^- 
« papers, 

«* Mr, Joyce gave notice, that he would, (m Friday next, bring 
H forward a motion relative to the fpeech of Mr. Dtodas, dn 
** Tuefday laft, refpefting die ii)trodudion of Scotch Law In 
« England. 

^ Read a letter from die London Correfponding Society. 

« Refohrcd, That die (ame be mtered on the books of this 
" fociety, 

« Jkhrci 27 fh^ 1794* 

« To the Secretary .of the Society for Conftitutional In-. 
** formadon. 

.** Citizens, 
** I am direded, by die London Correfponding Society, to 
?« tranfffiit die following reiblutions to the Society for Conftitu- 
tional 
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>* tioiudlAAirilMion, airftoreq^ Aefentiments of tbatibcietj^ 
^ le^iafting tte knpor«uit meafuic^ which die prefent junAure 
^ of a^n feems.to require, 

•^ The LotldM Correij^ofidtng Society conceives, that the 
^.moment is arrived when a fiiQ and explicit declaration is 
« necefiarj fcoiti all the Friends of Freedom,— Whedier the. 
^ late iUegsd and uriieaftt^f profecutions and fentenices (hall de-^ 
^ termiite us to abandon our cauie,or fhall excite us to purfue a, 
« radical reform, with an ardour proportioned to the magnitude 
^ of the object, and with a zeal as Mfltnguijhedy on wr parts> as 
** die irsMtkery ofoiter^^ in Ae tune glorious caufe, is notmous. 

* The Society for Conftltutional Information is therefore rc- 

* qutired td decermiiie, whether or no they will be ready, when 
^ cayed upon, ^ aA in conjiinAion with this and other focietie^ 
•* to obtain a fair reprefentation of the people,— Whether they 
^ concur widi us in feeing the neceffity of a fptedy Gonventiort^ 
"^ for die purpoib of obtaining, in a conftitutional and legal 
^ oediod^ a redreis of diofe grievances under which we, at 
" prefent, labour, and whidi can only be efiedually removed by 

* a full and fiur reprefentation of the People of Great Britain* 
^ the London CorreQ)onding Society cannot but remind dieir 
^ friends, that the prefent criils demands all the prudence, 
^ uiMfiiMuty, and vigour, diat ever may or can be everted by 
^ Mbk and Britons i nor do diey doubt, but ^Hhat manly firm-t 
^ neft and conftancy wiH finally, and they believe fhordy,^ 
^ TSRMIN ATS in the full accomplifliment of all their wiihes« 

<* I am. Fellow Citizen, 

^ (In my humble meafure,) 
« A Friend to the Rights of Man, 
(Signed) « T. HJRDTy Secre^rj.'^ 

** Refolved unanmioufly, ift. That dear as Justice and 
•* LlBKRTY are to Britons, yet the value of them is comparatively 
<* finall, without s^ dependance on their permanency; and diere 
** can be no fecurity for the continuance of any Righty but ixk 
** EquAL Laws. 

.••■?• a^ That equal Laws can never be expefted, but by a (hit 
tUktUfMi' reprefentation of -the people.— To objtain which, in 
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^ At way pointed oat by ti^e Coaftitiilioii) has been .and k tiie 
^ ible object of this fociety* — For this we arc ready to hazar* 
^ every thing ; and never, but with our lives, wijl we relinquilh 
^ an obje(^ which involves the happinefs, <^ eyej> the political 
H exiftence of ourfelves afid ppfterity. 

3d, That it is the decided opinion of Axs fociety, tfastf, to 
' fecure ourfelyes from future illegal and fcandatous proiecutkms, 
^ to prevent a repetitro(> of wicked and unjuft feQtences, and to 
V recal thofe wife and wholefome laws that have been wrefted 
9 from us, and of which fc^rc^y a veftige rcmaii>s ; there ought 
^ to be ^mnediately a CpQf viktion of the PfLOPLC, by delegates^ 
^ dqmted for that purpoie, from the different focieties of die 
¥ Frkndf of Freidotfiy affembled in tbe various parts of Ait 
^ natioru — And we pledge ourfelves to thje public, to piurfue 
^ every legal inejiiod fpeedily tf^ acpompjifl^ fQ d^iirable a 
f^ purpofep 

H P,Sf I have to infprm you, jthat a geoerd meetij^ of th^ 
^- fociety wiU be holden on Monday, Ae i4tb of April> the place 
f^ to be announced by public advertifement^ 

^ Refolyed, That it is (it and prt>per, and the difty of this 
^ fixriety, to fend an anfwer t9 the London Correfpoi^ding 
** Society. , 

^ Qrdsredy That the Secretary acquaint ^e Lon4on Corref- 
5' ponding Society, ^at we h^ve receive4 their cotnmMnication, 
*^ and heartily concur with them it^ the obje^s they have in 
♦* view; and that, fpr-the purpofe of a more fpee^y and effedtual 
** co-operation, we invite them to fend to this foaiety, next 
** Friday evening, a delegation of fome of their members." 



." At a Meeting pf ^he Society for Conftttutional Infotrmation, 
^ held at the Crown and Anchor-Tavern, Strand, ¥x\Atyy 
." April 4, 1794. 



« PRESENT, 



** Mr. Symonds in the chair. 
# Mr. Tooke, Mr. Thompfon, Mr. Blake, Mr. Bonney, Mr. 
*^ Wills, Mr. J. Pearfon^ Mr. Joyce, Mr, J, Williams, Mi:. 

*^ Wardje^ 



^ Wardle, Mr. Bardy, Mr, Holcroft^ Ur. W. Shaip'e^ UK 
« Becky Mn Kydd, Mr. Banks, Mr. Richter. 

« Read a letter from the committee of flie London CorrdT- 
** ponding Society, acquainting this fociety that they had deputed 
^ Matthew Moore, John Baxter, J<An Thelwall, Richari 
^ Hodgfon, and John Lovett, to hold a conference with the 

* members of this fociety, 

« Mr. Moore, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Hodgfon, Mr. Lovett 

* and Mr. Baxter, attended from the London Corre(ponding 

* Society* 

^ Refoliredj That a dekgation of five membels of this {oddtf 
^ be appointed to meet the members deputed by die Loodaa 
** Correfponding Society. 

« Refolved, That Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Joyce, Mr. WanJle, Mr. 

* Holcroft, and Mn Kydd, be a deputation to confer with 
^ the deputies of the Correfponding Society* 

^ Refolved^ That there be appointed a conmiittee of corret 
** pondence of the members of this fociety. 

•* Refolved^ That Mr. Joyce, Mr. Bonncy, Mr. W, Sharpe, 
^ Mr. J. Pearfon, Mr* Tooke^ and Mr. Wardle, compofe the 
** committee." 



** At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information^ 

^ held at jhe Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 

^ April II, 1794- 

« PRESENT, 

* Mr. Joyce in the chair. 

^ Mr. J. Williams, Mr.Tooke, Mr. J. Pearfon, Mr. Symonds, 

« Mr. HuU, Mr. Wardle, Mr. Miiner, Mr. Kyd, Mr* WiUs, 

** Mr. Thelwall, Mr* Scott, Mr. TJiompfon, Mr* G. Wil- 

« liams, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Chatfield, Mr* Beck, Mr. Hardy, 

** Rev. Mr. Macewen (Dundee)^ Mr. Fawcett (Pancra^- 

^ lamjf Mr. Jennings, Mr. Richter. 

' •* Mr. Joyce made the report of the Meeting of the delegates 
* of the London Correfponding Society, for the purpof&of this 

« Society 
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^ Society ccMipemttng with the London CorreJ^nifii^ Sodetj, 
> and diat t^ey had come to the foUovii)g reibIution$ : 

^ Ift, Refolvedy That it appears to diis Committee very.de- 
^ fireable that a General Meeting or Convention of the Friendft 
^ of Liberty, fbould be called for the purpofe of taking into con- 
'^ fideration the proper methods of obtaining a ftdl and £ur Rqpr^- 
^ fentadon of the People* * 

" ad, Refolved, That k is recommended to the Soeiety for 
^ Conftitutional Iitformation, and the London Correfpondiag 
^ Society, to inftitute a regular and prefling correfpondence with 
^ all thofe parts of the country where fuch meafuret may be likely 
^v to be promoted, not only to mftigate die jbdeties already 
* formed, bat to endeavouridib to produce fudi other atfbdations 
^ as may farther the geneial objeft. 

^ 3d,. Refolved, lliat it appears to this committee, that the 
tt general ofajeA will be much promoted, if a flanding committee 
« of co-operation between the two focieties were eftaUiflied, for 
^ Ae purpofe of holding peribnal communication with fuch mem- 
^ hers of limilai: fodeties in other parts of die country as may 
<* occafionaUy be in London, and who may be authorized by 
'^ their re^pe£tive fociedes to a& with fodi committees.*' 

<< Read the following letter hom the Secretuy to die London 
" Correfponding Society. 

« 4^r>7 10, 1794. 
« Citizen, 

"^ I am ordered by die committee of delegates of the London 
« Correfponding Society, to inform the Society for Conftitudonsl 
** Information, that they approve of the refolutions of the com* 
** mittee of conference. 

^ Therefore, the London Correfponding Society have chofen 
^ Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, John Baxter, Richard Hodg- 
** fon, and John Lov^tt, to put in praftice immefiately the 
^ fecond and third refolutions of that committee. 

(Signed) " THOMAS HARDT, S^ntary/* 

^ p. Adorns^ Secretary t9 tht Sociitjfir Chn/Htuticmil 
^ InfcrnuiiicH" 

«« Refolved,. 
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. ^ Wolved^ Thaf the rqxnt of tbe comnuttee of ddegttei 
^ frcfm the London Correfponding Society, and of this focietji^ 
f^ be entered in the books of this fociety, 

^ ift, Refolved, That it appears to this fociety verydefiiaWe, 
^ that a General Meeting of the Friends of Liberty fhould be 
^ oille^ for At purpofe of taking into confideration die.proper 

* mediods of obtaining a full and fiiir Reprelentation of the 
« People. 

^ ad, Kefclvedy That it afUpeart to this fociety, that the 
ih genenl cbjsd ivill be mudi proanoCed if a ftanding coinmktee. 
f of co^peralaon wiene dftabliihed, tor Ac purpofe of hoUng 
^ peilbnal'OanniiuuciKtion witk fuch members of fimihr fodeties 
^ inodier parts of die country as may oocafionsdiy be in Loodony . 
^ and .who may be audiorized by their reipeftive focieties to aft 

With committees* 

^ 31^ Refolved^ Tint theoommitneeof a>rre|>ondenccaIread]r 
^ s^potnted by ifais faciety, be the oo mmit t ee £>r co-qpenutioa 
^ and commimicatton with the' committees of other ibcieties. 

^ Qrdcarcd, That the lecrettuy be defired to fend a letter la 

* the LcMidon Correfponding Society, acquaintii^ them with the 
members of titis iiiciety appoinftcd to confer with, menu 

^ Relblved, That Mr. Joyce be reqtiefted to aecept of Ae 

* office of fecretary of the committee of correfpondence. 

* Mr. Joyce being prefent, accepted of the faid oflfce." 



« At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 

** held at the Crown and Anchor-Tavern^ Strand, Friday^ 

^ May 9, 1794. 

« PRESENT, 

^ Mr. Wardle in the chair, 

** Mr. HmII, Mr. J. H. Tooke, Mr. Froft, Mr. W. Sliarpc, 

« Mr. J. Pearfon, Mr. Hodgfon, Mr. Joyce, Mr. J* Wil- 

* liams, Mr. Savage^ Mr. Chatfield. 

^ Read a letter from Mr. Muir, on board the Surprize tranf- 
* fport) in anfwer to the addrefs of this fociety. 

* Refolved, That the fame be entered in the books of the 
^ fociety. 

4 « Read 



^ kea^ a pdm{jMet, containing certain procee^ngi of m 
^ London Correfponding Society, and of this fbciety. 

•* Refolved, That two thoufend of the feme be printed by tfiii 
•Ibcicty/* 

Mr. Maekam I found this printed pamphlet at Mr< Adams's/ 

Mn Garrow* This is one of the pamphlets whicfa die laft 
idblution of the Conftitutional Society direAed to be publilhedi 
tkiA which was found in the pofleffion of the fecretary to that 
feciety. The letter of the 27 th of March 1794 is introdudory 
to this ; that is, a letter from the London Correfponding Society 
lo the Society for Conftitutional Information, with Ihw refo- 
Ittdcns enclofed ; they have been read before* 

Mr. Erjbine^ This letter having been already read, XfliouM 
be forry to infift upon the Court and Jury hearing it again, but 
ijiheii parts of papers are react, odier parts may be out of reCoU 
kdbai though your Lordfhips and I may have a recoUe£Hon df 
il^ the Jury may not : I cani>oC tell whether every body elfe will 
fom the fame opinion of my caie that I do, otherwife I (hould 
no^ be apprehenftve of any diing. 

Mr* Garrow. The iirft thing is the letter^ and the refolutiohs 
of the 27th <^ March, which have been read, 

Tke/illowmg extraSfs were read from the printed pamphlet pro- 
duced by Mr. Maclean^ 

« Proceedings^ i^c. of the Society for Conjiitutional Information, 

^ Society for Conftitutional Information. 

*' London^ March 28, .1794. 
«* R^efolved^ That the following addrcfs be ferit to Mef&s, 
«* Mutr, Palmer, Skirving, Margaro^ and Gerald, 
« FRiENt)s and Fellow Citizens, 
** Although we have hitherto been the fUent, yet we have by 
<* IK) means been the unconcerned fpetSlators of your conduct and 
** fufterings. We have feen and approved of your exertions for 
« your country's happinefs— We have marked with honeft in- 
* dignation, every ftep that your enemies have taken to bring 
^ you to your prefent fituation. Your eneinies are the enemies 

« of 
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. ^ of P9BUC LiBEi^TYy Ae men who are c6h^jring agafnft the 
^ hapi>ine(s of mankind The caufe in which you are embarked^ 

• ^ and to which joa have bootie an honourable teftlmony, is 

* worthy of every exertion, and its importance to the world too 
^ great, td exped itt accomfdiihment without oppofition. 

***The htftbry of liberty, for whofe iake you are doomed to a 
' ^ long and unmerited exile, will afford, in die prefent infhnce, 
-^ that coitfolation that former martyrs to the fame caufe have 

• ^ experienced; die confoUdoo, diat you will notj you cannoty 
-* fiifier in vain. 

« Men may perifh, but truth will prevail^ neither peHe- 

* cudon, nor baniihment, nor death idelf, can finally injure the 

* progrefs of thofe principles which involve the general hap- 
•^ pinefs ofman. 

** Whik, therefore, we join every friend to humanity in 
^ lamenting what you have already endured, and with anxious 
^ hearts, anticipate the perils to ^^ch you may be expofed in a 
** barrea and uncultivated country, yet we can rejoice that die 
" fimtces of happinefs are limited to no place,* but are «s 
" exteniive as the dominion of God ; under the protefiion of 
^ that Great Being, may you at all times, and in all places, 
^ fed the pleafure that arifes from confcious integrity. 

^ Fellow-Citizens, we affure you that the memory of your 
•* virtues ihall never be efiaced from our breafts ; the caufe for 
*^ which you have ftruggled, is a glorious caufe, the world that 
•* has witneffed your exertions^ (hall witncfs ours alfo. 

^ A fidl and fair Reprefentation of the People of Great- 
« Britain, we feek with all the ardour of Men and Britons, for 
** the &ke of which we are not only ready to a£i with vigour and 
" unanimity^ but we truft^ prepared alfo tofuffer with conjiancy. 

* Our beft wilhes will ever attend you, and wc da believe 

* that the day is not very diftant, when we fhall again receive 
^ you on the Britiih ihores, the welcome children of a Fr££ 

* and Happv Coumtkt. 

« By Order of die Society." 

You II, I « Tq 
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«* To tbc Cl^irmafitof the Society for Cpnftitutioija!f JxiformatioiV 

^ I hirel09g fillte hdboi apon your focitity mthrzimftfm 
' «* andu^fleem, 'Cionfidermg itifls tbe.fource ttw^ianiolHof *m«ift rf 
<<' &e prikieal ihfo/maticai, uriiish, by the fahfing lof GM; hfts 
« ov^sripfeSid'tiie ifladd. P bave been mftruftedr by iberwiiddm 
^ Df your p&pers,Jiuid/^uiiiiiteQd by thcipint of^youHfid^r^ife* 
** That my condu6l is approved by fuch a fociti^, lisi^ijpxU^ 
^aadmyjdy,. • 

^ You iay, (Mdtthe confideiatton is theiUi»p<9t pf.myjlifc) 
** that the hifiory^cf liberiy will f rove fy'tbe €^rhfi€4 ff, Iftr 
" former martyrs^ that fufferings in her caufe .cannH bi in v^ 
^ That my ftifFerings may not be in vsiny. I ardei^y noifbdiat 
"die eyes of my countrymen were open^-not only, to ijtie[ilk- 
"jgality and defpocifin of my fentence, but tor^c iilafmiiig 
•* meafures by which it was brought about- My yurjf wa^fb^^ 
** rimes packed by the frtrvanU of the Crowri bifrreitfat up4^ me, 
^ In the^firft inftance^ by the Sheriff's lieputy, idacenaeo iqjiiBe- 
« diately appoint^ by the Crown ; in Ac fecand>- by the Crown 
" Agent^ Lord' Advocaite^ ^; at Edinburgh} ail4 in the^rdy 
^ by the Jufticiary Lords, who tried jdie, caufe. Thefe>laft, 
*' arbitrarily Appoint the fifteen particular persons who ar^jtopfit 
^ upon the accufed. The ftrbi^ft obje<9ion9 are mere air^ as 
^ the Lords alone are the judges of the validity of them. »A 
« majority of the fifteen condemns. If, therjefore, miniftry, 
^ with their all-extaifive influence, can in three countries fitid 
^ only eight fervile toote fubiervient to their Views, the fortune, 
" the liberties, the lives of all Scotland are at thrir, merty. Trial 
** is condemnation. The fentence. is appoinljedbefofe^fiand by 
^ the Minifter, and mine was known a full w?ek at Edii^ui^h 
^ before it was uttered. They can ruin, or even iruj^der wh«m 
•* they pleafe. This infemous robbery of the firft rifeht of En- 
•* gUfhmdh, a trial by Jury fairly chofen, I have endeavoured to 
^ fet forth in a letter to the Editor of the Morning Chronicle, 
** Jaft Ofiober or November, of the date (if I remember rightly) 
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^ ciAt lodlor ^^th, ofinhidi Pnow.aYow.ixq<«tf^>Uj|iiiir^ to 
^ vrfiich I beg Idwrr todnsf dit Jllniiion laf AerSccicty for 
^ Conitimticmai Information; fmmdUFsiioTi.C&az^as, 

- ' <* m>ur oc^iak Brother^' 

i^' l|Ik* Presuont^' .-.•.>.. .' .• ^» .,, •. 

^» Penttk mc; Sir, to aflunf jsM^ aodih« r«l^)fiS9^ejC<>oftitu>- 
A' doml' &9det^9 ^diat die verjr icohibling addrefa^ .f^fi^i^ed agrees 
'^^ ably^ to itfacir^lftelbliitLon of = the ^Sch^ ult.. has^ oxcit^- i« gK^ as 
^ a)ib:ih the hearts of eadi of -my fdlow Mactyrs,. fqr Ae im- 
^ poftsuit eaufe of uiuvpjdal iii^nage, aod aiumal'^P^liameQts, the 
-« ^nioft IxrAf fen^ttigipsxvf ^gratitude and efteem^ The (Wlitu- 
-*^j;ud Society T^ps the (bremoftof true Patriots to raife the 
^ -Standard of ^Reform, for the purpofe of redeeming from the con- 
cft.taaiinaitiiig^nd contagious inftupuze of corruption, diofe ve- 
'"^^ ner^e,«)>u€4dl90ft loft t>finciples <^ the Britiih Conftitution. 
^ AVftMighC' into it by die blood, add trtefiftihle energies of oin: 
•^ fore&tiher«, many of whom, nrd»r than that .diefe :principles, 
^ upon wliich^ d6{»end the virtue andielici^ of Society ihould be 
^ loft fight of, exhibited their high cfteem of. them on Sq^plds 
^ and in Di^i^ons ; diat . all, even the moft callous rlp9<^btors 
^ might be pecfuaded, that the .truths, for .which they did not 
*- reckon even their iii^s too dear aiacrificc, were ftfoely worthy of 
'^ the unprejudiced invefligation of all. Your remturk therefore 
f^ is juft, aOKl iti* very foodring to .us, ";^f do «^, w^ Kanmt 
-" fvgerforfich a caufe in vain.'' •■ The refentment of our ene- 
^ mies, driving them into fudi ahfui[d nieafures /towards men, 
-**iagamft wljoia vice cf any Jcind is, not eycn alledged, muft have 
** moved in every unprejudiced mind, the reftlrfs ifjueftipn; 
•*^ Why?' Why^ are men who feck the improvement of theic 
** fpecies :tbrbwn.'with Fdbi>s into D\XDi^(^t And full in- 
'^ fatrmadon^jnuft follbw fincece.eni|ttiry, and at loogtji convert 
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"^tUtothefiietiftrndiaQdrig^iteoii^^ I Amftre d}6eii&% 

^ We an Uamed as bariag prematurely, at leaft,^poied eur^ 
<< fdves to the neoeffity of fealing fayour fufferings^thecaufem 
^ would promote. If in Ais cafe ^ have erred, I will readSy 
^ tikedie wliole blame, as hawig ftraiiied every nerve to prefr 
^ fonx^d die meafore of a general Conventloint as being Ibe.cin^ 
^ means io avert impending ruin. I (ought to aroufe and alarm 
^ my countrymen to confider their ^treme danger* I feared 
^ dhat dte ir^eedity for jfuch aflbcf acion would be on us bef<»-e we 
^ were prepared for it Befides, what meafure could pofibly in- 
^ tereft fo much die pdblic eni|tiiry ? what has ibmucfaincr€afed 
^ public information ? It exdted counter aflbtiatiotis^andcaiif«d 
~M every man to fee who were on the fide of trudi, and who were 
^^ on the fide of corruption : It expofed the felfifli and intereftsd 
^ defigna of theone, and the unfsigned profecution of the> public 
^ good by the other. I fpeak fo with the greater confidence bs^ 
^ (ore a Society that muft have marked the progrefs of it^0rm»- 
^ tion fo long under their own aufpices. You muft know that 
^ this progreis, the exciting the enquiry of the public, has bees 
<( more extenfivdyefieded during the laft yeai^ than during the tea 
«' preceding ones. The caufe wa^the General Convention. The 
•* terror and hatred of Miniftry to it proves the, truth* Who 
^ then would have refofed even his Itjfe to have been inftruv 
^ mental in.promoting fo much good. V 

<^ Your explicit approbation of our condufi has prompted this 
•* feif-ex^ltation ; forgive therefore my freedom* I may be mi<^ 
«* taken. The important Revolution in hijimn affairs, to whiA 
« every Chriftian looks vdth anxious hope, may be yet diftant. If 
<* it is, Tyranny may ftill triumph But God«forbidit. It wouW 
^ then be better to die dian to live. But though I hope the rc»- 
« verfe, I know, as you juftly obferve> « That the importance rf 
** the cauji of Fnedom is too griat to the worlds to^xpe£f its accmn^ 
:^ plijhmnt without ippofitimt^*' and the q)pofition of defpairing 
•« Tyranny will be dreadfid, it will be deftruftivej and why ?— 
^ becaufe nothing but its ruining laft ftruggle will roufe man- 
^ kind firom Ijjeir «dl€ dream of fccurity. They regard not^ the^ 



* pttf net its prefent vtifim* They put off die evO Ikr froitt 
^ tiiemfel¥es,and hence it overtakes diem fuddenly,* when didr 
^ ftrength is gone, and diere is none (hut up or left^ Hold iaft 
^ therefore what you have attained. Your aflbciation alone can 
^ {prevent die dreadfiil confequence of Aich indiffenence. Ukitxno 

* Lovs is thiflnngtby as welt as filaa rf maniind, Cement 
** by reciprocal kind communications, tbi uniin •/ hearts^ rfin^ 
^ ttrejlsy rf nuafuresj which have bben sptJIMNty us** 
^ sotVEP. By fi> doing) you wSL efcap^ the deftniAion wbidi 
^ is comihg on all the eardi. 

^ Worthy Citizens, I will folace my mind, when drooptngt 
^ ifHdx the kind aflurance vrfiidi you have voudi&fed by your 
^ naafterly addreft, diat I, with my brediren, have a place in 
^ your affedion and prayers ; and I will believe widi you, *^tbat 
*^ the day is not very diftant^ wben ypu will again receive us 
^ on Brifijb Jbores^ tbe welconu ebiUren rf a free and bappy 
^ people,*' When indeed it ihall be demonftrated, ** Tbat our 
^ enemies are tbe enemies ofpullif liberty ; tbe nun wbo conjpired 
^ V^inft tie bappineji of maniind" Bi:t though die mightyare 
'^ combined, though they fhould fo figr prevjul ts to fcattcr 
^ utterly in their vain appreheniion the friends of tntdi, the 
^ principles of it xiriiich are already eftablilhed, is die ' ftone 
^ cut out widiout hands, aqd (hall become a great mountain 
^ and fill di« wholQ earth,'* for he who fiift oommaoded die 
^ lighf tg ibine put of darkneis, is its almighty patfop, 

^ Be aflured, my dear brethren, diat I have alrtady realt^ 
^ die pleafures of conicious integdty, and oui rdeSt widi the 
" fuicereft iatisiafBon, that I wHS influenced in all my exerdoiis 
^ lor die caufe of Reform, by diat bei^evolenoe which I would 
^ ever cqldvatc ^s the principle of every kind of jiunan ex'- 

* cellence. 

^ With faitiments of die moft unfogned eOeem and tdptO^ 
*« I am, ' 

« Your fincere weBwifher^i 

-W.SKIRVING/' 

^ The Prefidcnt Of die London Conftitudoivd Society." 
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*^ Surpri^,^Tranfp9rtj J/ril 24t X794. ., 
f^ To (hic Members of ^e .Society: for Conftitutiooai Informnlioii 

« inl/ondoHi. 
- «rThfltthft (fint of Frecdoift is tfot eXting«5fted, but ftrll reA 
^tains' its former energy, in defiance of the arnfic«s*and af df4 
^ VlOIenc<^ of Dcfpotifm, is an'objeft of high c6hfobtiiEm to mij 
*^> mind* Engaged in the facrcd caiife of man, individual mah i§ 
^ an atbm <rf little valufe; and in fpeaking of himfelf, when Hft 
" recoUedls and contemplates the principles of his cofldiifti 
« flniuld dffilaift io make ufe-of the term Suflfering. Without a 
« V$ii) affeliSionvfor myfelf, J tffclaim the afRimption Of e5cfW* 
«< ordinary n^rit. The man who has afted in obedience to tHi 
* kw of l)is own Confcisnce, hlas fimply difcharged his duty j and 
<*'the cdtitpLry fuppofition would involve him in guilt, I aiil 
** deeply perfdidi&d, that many of the men, whom I now addfefi 
•* in'a.fituatioh-kfs ^ircumfcribed, with abilities mpre powerful, 
*<*but not ^idi hearts -.more honeft, after having atchievcd wha^ 
« r^piiJd'not accemplifli^ would with the fame fiffent fCorn havli 
^^t^arded^cH feeble attenifpt to fhackle and to reprefs tfie free- 
^y born m1n8^ . . • ! . . . . : ^ 

^ "♦<i»Ybur'»preaed}ng exertions, in attempting to procure? a fafr 
t* ropi^fontAtiQli of the People in Parliament have been me-: 
•* J-itorioils; They are a fdlemn and fure pledge of their futurd 
" continuation/. IK proportion to the number, and to tlie rapicRty 
^ -oA^thofe tremendous fcenes, which daily in fucceffiorf pafs ^e- 
«l fo*e the eye j JliyJlI of .th«m deriving their exiftence fron^ AM 
•^ '.violation of our <3onftitutional' Rights, let your ardour in pro.-' 
« curlng-arefiififeationHjf what is wrong be increafed. Gohfldin^ 
**^ you will obtain the bleflkigof that Bsingy wKofe great defigrt ii^^ 
♦< the happinefs: of his .'creation. • ; ' ' 

♦'.THOMAS MUIR.'' 



« It being reeoinmeded at a former Meeting, to the Members 

^ of thetSoCIETY FbR CONSTJTJJTIONAL INFORMATION, tO 

*^ perufe \two printed Sermons of the Rev. J. H, Williams, 
** preaclied on the Public Fafts of 179^ and 1794, as produdions 

' ^' of 



ff "9. ), 

<^ of fingijJar wortb, the fociety caunge to the followm^ unapimous 

" London J jfpril i^j 1794- 

" .ReSlpi^cdf^'Tp^t, the grateful thanks of this iodety be paid' to 

« the^Rey. J. H. Williams, Vicar of Wells-Bourn, War- 

^ wickfhire, for the publication of his two ineftimable Sermons 

^ on the Public Fafts of April 1793, and February 1794. 

* The do^rines, and fentiiiients which they contain are in 

* per^ft unifpn with the principles of this Ibciety; and we 
** truft that the motives and fprings of a£Uon which he recom- ' 
" mendj^ will ever be found to direft our conduft, 

« By Order of' the Society, 

« D. ADAMS, Secretary/* 

^ Society for Conftitutional Information. 

« May 2j 1794. 
^ This being^ the Anniverlary of the Society, upwards of three 
**' hundred .perfons dined together at the Crown and Arichoi-* 
" Tavern, in the Strand. 

* « JOHN WHARTON, M. P. in the Chain 

« STEWARDS. 

* Thomas Thonpfonj^ M. P, " John Pearfon, 
«* John Chatfield, « Arthur Blake, 

«* John BeilendenGawlcr, «* William Sharp, * 

« Robert Knight, « Thomas Wardle, - 

♦• Geprge Wingfield Sparroy?, « Chai'les Goring, 
•* Jeremiah Joyce, ** John Bonham." 

« John Williams, ..... 

« During the titne of dinner, and between the toafts, a nurae* 
^ roos band played the pojpular tunes of Ca Ira^ ^ CarmUgftely 
" ^t Marfelki's March^ the Jbenwcraty and a new piece of muftc, 
** called the *' Free Constitution." '* 

" After dinner the following Seridments were given with un- 
**"Vounded applaufe :-^ 
'*^ t. THE RIGHf S OF MAN, 
** 2. A Free Conftitution. 
•* 3. The Swine pf England, theRabWerfScodand, and the 

^ Wretches of Ireland. 
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^ 4. Eqpal Laws andLibert^r. 

« 5. May Defpotifin be trodden under At H00& of lAe ' 
^ Swinifli Multitude, 

« 6. THE ARMIES CONTENDING FOU UBkRTY; 

« 7. Wifdom, Firmncfe, and Unanimity to all the Patriotic 
^ Societies in Great Britain. * 

" 8. To the reign of Peace and Liberty. 

^ A Citizen then rofe, and in a fhort fpeech obferved, that the , 
^.Stewards ieemed to have forgotten in their lift of toafts, a 
^ perfon who had done more than ahnoft any man towards the 
** Reign of Peace and Liberty ; he would, therefore, propofe as a 
^^ toaft ^ Lord Stanhope." An amendment was propofed, that 
*^ inftead of Lord Stanhope, Citizen Stanhope fl&ould be drank, 
<* which was received with thundering applaufe. 

** 9. May the Public Revenue never be applied to the pur- 
** pofes of Corruption. 

^ 10. The Vidims to the caufe of Liberty differing uftA^r 
^ the fentences of the Court of Juftidary. 

^< II. Archibald Hamilton Rowan, and the Patriots of Ireland. 
.** 12. The perfecuted Patriots of England. 

«* 13. MAY THE ABETTORS OF THE PRESENT 
^ WAR BE ITS VICTIMS. 

^ 14. The Chairman, and fuccefs to his exertions in the 
<* caufe of Freedom. ' 

** Mr. Wharton thanked the company for dieir marked appro- 
^ bation of his CQndu^ and pledged himfelf to continue his 
«< efforts in the caufe of Liberty. He then iaid he would propoTe 
<^ as a toaft, 

♦« 15. That fteady Friend tp Liberty, J<An Home Tookc, 

^ Mr, Tooke iaid, he hoped it would he die laft time that 
^ his health fhould be drank. His ambition was, that hereaftec 
«* his MEMORY Jhculd be given. 

« 16. MAY ALL GOVERNMENTS BE THOSE OF 
^ THE LAWS, AND ALL LAWS THQSE OF THE 
^ PEOPLE. 

<* 17. Tbomas Paine* 
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^ The Chairman then gave as a concluding toafl, a Sentiment 
^ iixc6Sy in oppofition to that of Mr. Wyiidham. 

^ l8. PrQ^ritjr to the Commerce and Alanufa6hires of Great 
*< Britain.*' 

Afr. Gamw* There follow feveral fongs, whidi are ftated to 
Iiave been fung at the dinner^^I do not deiire them to be read, 
but haye not the fmalleft objeAion to their being read, if Mr. 
Erikine wifhes it. 

Mr. Erjkine. I am not particularly anxious for a fong at die 
yrefcnt mowient. ^ 

[ The fongs were not read J] 



It being now pad. twelve o'clock, a converfation took place 
xefpe6ling the adjournment, in which the Jury ftated, that 
they could not have die neceflary refrefhment of fleep in 
the ^effion H<'ufe, having only one room, and nothing 
but matra^ tp lie down upon, and that they had not had 
dieir clothes off for more than forty hours. TheCounfel on. 
bodi fide» exprefled their deiire, that the Jury might have 
fvery poffible accommodation. The Court being informed, 
dsat die Jury could have beds at the Hummums, in Covent- 
Garden, (widi the confent of the Counfel on both fides) 
dire&ed that diey fhould go thither. Foiu: officers were 
(worn to keep the Jury^ and the Jury went in coaches to the 
HunwnumS| a^eade4 by die Under-.SherifFs, and the four 
officers, 

Mjeurned till Eleven q' Clock. 



SESSION 
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SESSION HOUSE m THE OLD BAILEY, 

Thurfda^^ Oaobir the jpth^ 179^. 

Lor* Qncf Juftice E Y&E ; 

Lord Chief Baron MACDONALDi 

Mr, Baron HOTHAMj 

MhJufticeBULLER; 

Mr. Juftice GROSE; 

And others his Majefty's Juftices, &c. 

Thomas Hardy fet to the bar* 

Mr. Attorney General I am going to produce fome paptezs 
found in the pofleffion of the prifoner fo far back as the jodi 
• April, 1792, by which it will appear that the prifoner, Mr. Mar* 
garot, Mr. Martin, Mr. Richter, one of the perfons named in 
this indiSmerit, vfiit at that time chofen Delegates of the Cor- 
refponding Society, and Mn Vaughan, and on^ or iwa more of 
them, I think were to draw up the Cotiftitution of the Society.-^ 
I ftiall produce a letter of the prifoner defiring that coriiftituton to 
be drawn up. 

Mr. GurnelL Thefe two papers I found in Mr. Hardy's . 
poiIei£6n, 

XXhey ivire redd,'] 

« Monday^ 2Pth Jprily 1792. 

^ Correfponding Society, Diyifion No. 7, held at the fign of 

" the Coach and Hoirfes, Lincphi's fnn-Ftelds. 

^ James Sheriff in the chair. 

" Refolved unanimoufly; That Maurice Margarot be ap- 

* poii\ted our Delegate to the ftaqding Committee of the f-veral 

^ divifions of the Correfponding Society, 

** That laid Delegate fhall continue in office duriing the fpace 
I* of Arcc months from this day, 

^ That 



^ That diefe Refolutions, figned by die Chairman, be tranf^ 
* mitted to the Prefident of the Committee. 

^ Signed by order, 

« J A». SHERIFF, Chairman.- 
Indoffed " Jpril 30, 1792, Divijion No. 7. 
« M". Margarot, DtU^aU!* 



« To the Delegates of ^e London Correfponding Society. 

*< At a Meeting of the Second Branch of the aforefiud Society, 

^ held at the Blue Pofts, Hay^market, 

•« Mr. M^ Bean in the chair, - 
•* It was unanimoufly Refolved, 
«* ift. That the Precedence is to go by rotation. 
^ 2dly. That David Rowland w^ unanimoufly eleded Se- 
* cretary. 

«* 3dly. That Mr. Martin was unanimoufly eleSed Delegate 
*^ for this Society, for three months from the date hereofl. 
" By order of the Society. 
« April-^tK 1792. ** D. ROWLAND, Secretary." 

Indorfed ^ Mr. Martin^ Attorney at Law^ Richmond Buildings* 
^ 20tb Jprily lyqz. 
^ Divijion No. 8. John Martin, Delegate. 

** Divtfion No. 8, BluePoJls. John Martin Delegat^^ — 
^ James Black, Deputy^ the iQth May^ 1792, tn cot^e^^ 
^ quence ofMr^ Martinis non^ttendunce.** 



Mr. l^nvtn. I (bund thefe two papers in Mr. Hardy*s 

hottfe. 

[They w€re read,\ 



•Thit 



. « This, i3 to certify, that we, the Divlfion No* i6 of jthe 
^ London .Correfponding Society, have chofen JohiuBaxter our 
" Delegate, 

, «EDW. JONES, Chairraaiu 
« Mi;. 5, 1792. ^^ E. GRAY, Secx*" 

Indorfed ** Mr. Margarot. 

^ Divlfion No. 16. — John Baxter, Delegate. 
^No.ofJi/^mhers:^r 



. ' ^Thurfday^ithNov.i^<)t. 

^ On an Tippllcaiion being.made to the Committee of Dele- 

^ gates of the London Correfponding Society, by John Richtcr, 

" of Diviflon No. 6, for leave to.lnftitute a Divifion of this 

" Society in the neighbourhood of Knightfbridge, he is hereby 

* authorized to do fo in the courfe of the next week, and take 

^ the name of Divifion No. 19 of the London Correfponding; 

^ Society. 

/ « Signed by order, .. 

^ MCE. MARGAROT, Chairman. 
« TM0< hardy. Secretary. 

** This IS to tertify, that John Rithter k appointed Delegate 
^ from Divifion No. 19 of the London Correfponding Society, 
^ this firft Meeting, at the Friend and Hand, Little North- 
*^ ftreet, Knightfbridge, this Monday, the 26th Nov. 1792. 

*i JOHN RICHTER, Chairman. 
i« KL^' WATING, Secretary." 

Indorfed " To the Gtizens delegated for the Management of the 
" Affairs of the London Correjponding Societyy^c^^c^ 

** Divifion No. 19. 

« John Richter, Delegate. — No. of Memhers^y 6.'* 



Mr. Gurnell. I/ound thcfc papers in MrwHatfdy's h^le. 
They were r^ad.] 
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^ Mr. Hardy, the bearer of thSs^ is delegated by the Divifioil 
•• of the Uondon Correfponding Society that meets at Ac Beffj 
^ Exeter'-ftr^t, Strand; and is authorized to aiSit at the Com- 
^ mittee appointed to fbrina ^onftitutional code of laws for^the 
•* government of the Correfponding Society. 

« RO^EItT POYD/* 

Indorfed « y)th Jprity 1792. 

^ Divifion M.2. —Tho-; Hardy, t>iligau:* 



> The jpthJpriL, 179;}. 
*f M*r.yaughan, the bearer of this, i» delegated by the Divifiq^ 
** of the Correfponding Society that meets at the' Bell, Excter-« 
*' ftreet; and is authorized to affift at the Cqmmmjttee ap- 
•* pointed to form a conftitutional code of laws for thjegoveriV' 
*' ment of the Correfponding Society. 
Indorfed" '^oth Aprils I79^« 

« Divifion No. 3.-^nFelix. Vaughan, Delegated* 



^ Sir, 
*« I take the liberty of fending you a few of pur .<jriginal 
5V papers, for your perufjj diis afternoonT— If you fee. any thing 
<* in them worthy of adopting, for the approbation of the Dele- 
« gates to-morrow evening. — Some of them are fweet flowers 1 
** and. I hope you will, be like the bee— ^xtra£l a little from 
*' ,each. I wifh you (if you fee any propriety in it) to copy 
*' part of the preamble ; .that part, I mean, that mentions the 
** number of inhabitants in each of thofe populous towns that 
" have not a fmgle voice in chufing a member to* reprefent 
•* them. — I am fure it would have a good eiFe£l; upon the public, 
*^ and likewife the rotten boroxighs in Cornwall v when thofe 
** papers were read in our Society in its in&nt ftate ; (but, by 
** the by, it is fcarcely out of leading-ftrings now ; but do not 
" let a doubt, retnain with ufi of fuccefs) they were fired with in- 
" dignation at fuch an unjuft artd unequal reprefentation ; many 
^ never heard of aqy fuch thing. — ^If our Society were fo af- 
4 . " feaed 



^Jk&e^^iiimbsmilmKf'fQi. reafontng, ?:tcm .of .thQuTailds of tfao 
?hfmfll^^.oi Ms aattan wooild be ecjual^ fii, if tfaey were u)-« 
.^iibaniediof .diecodi^^fice^of llx>fe.evils;'^4br'f^ of. them (iti 
.^.iBjrflpsnion). Jue.tlie.iiioft glaring that can be exhibited to die 
-^s.puUic.-^^zoiiieiarierfon taking fuch libeitjr with ]^il*-<-^I 
-^.reniai^i) . . - < 

^ Your and the Society*S;ZpaIpus friend, 

« Th6». HARiDY." 
^ April %^ ^79^* • 
« JVi. ih Taylor's BuildihgSj Chandos^JiretU 

•*^ To Mr. Vaughan. 



Mr-LauzuTu I found this printed paper in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

• . 

Tki'.^hi^ng.iKtraih^.^Ufere mad fnm the faid pftpery tmltki 
: ^ftf R^ort ^ k^# Qmm^i rf Cenjiitution oftheL^ndm C^^ 
X(/^fl4m£ Sodity^ PrifHfdfor th Hf$ ef \ht M^naberu 

• Knowing, from experience, diat thofe who (through the de- 

* pmvedi'ftate of whatnfbotild be the reprefentative body) are 
-'^ fujf&fed -to' pi5ey on Ae vltais of our Country, derive the 

'^-principal port of i^eir Ibcc^s, in oppoAng an equal reprd- 
>^ ienl»don, from the addve circulation of falfehoods, refpedling 

^ dks, and'Odier fimilar Societies ; we think it advifable, that yt>u 
'•* ihould give an explicit declaration of your PRINCIPLES 

*' and WISHES, >«iiich we conceive Co be as follow: 
<^ I. That all men kre by nature free, equal and independent 

• * of each other. 

'^ 2. That) to enjoy y^l the advantages oE civil fociety, it is nbt 

** neccffar]^ tiis^ individuda'flipuld relinquifli more of their n^- 

* tural independence than is required to fulfil this injunftion. 

'** Let the mincmty yield a friendy fubmiflion to the majority." 

" 3. That no majority, however great, can juftly deprive the 

" * minority of any part df their civil rightg^^ :-— wherever it is at- 

** tepipted, the focial bond is broken, and the minority have 

'^ a right to refift. 

«4* The 
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*c 4. The civil rights of every indtvidoal tfe etptaSitf bF vdctf, 
^^ in the making ot laws, and in tbe choice of perfons by nvhom 
^ tfaofe laws are to be admimftered*-*— Equality before die kw, 
^ whedier in claiming its proteiSion, or fubmitting to its ftmsnce. 
. ^ Freedom to publifh his opinion, to exetcife his religious wor- 
^ (hip without moleftation or reftri£ti(»i, and to enjoy his pro« 
<^ perty, fubjed only to fuch contributions as may be impartially 
^ levied for the public fervice. 

^ 5. SubmiiSon to any meafure does not imply filence as to 
^ the propriety or impropriety diereof. 

« 6. Every power entrufted to a magiftrate, implies a jc- 
" fponfibility for the exercife of that power. 

*' 7. The foregoing are not new, but "are the original prln- 
** ciples of EngliOi government. 

** 8. The total departure from the principle of equality in the 

" eleftion of the legiflative body, commonly called the Hoi^e of 

f Commons, is the chief caufe why die people of Britain are 

" now deprived of the benefit of the foregdng principles; and 

*^ in place thereof, labour und^r a conttnued fyflem of extortion 

. ** arid monopoly. 

" 9. Th^ Corn aSi — is a grievance immediately refulting b(ttSL 
« the reftrifiion of the choice of reprefenlattives, to m«i of landed 
*'^ property ; by it the price of bread in general is doubled, and 
^< fometimes much more than doubled ; for whenever this country 
^ happens to be bleiTed with an abundant feafon, a part of the 
. *' taxes under which we groan, is applied to encourage the ex- 
^ portation, and advance the price of corn* Thus we pay one 
*^ tax to government, to give the landed man an opportunity of 
<* la)ring on another. The hackneyed pretence for this aft 
*^ is, " die welfare of the farmer." The real intention of it is, to 
*^ enable the monopolizers of farms, to pay enomiQus rents. 

^ 10. Game laws — though too evidently calculated to difarm 
^^ the nation, may in general be attributed to the fame reftri^ion :-^ 
** by thtm, even the Farmer, on whofo property the game i» fed, 
" is robbed of every conflitutional right of a Briton, and fub- 
. <^ je£ted to the brutality of a Bafhaw in the form of a (country 
" juftice, from whom there is no appeal. 

^ II. 
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I ^ It* E:kifi lawp^^'Widftamp duties (and Ae codequent fjrftem 
*^ of fpies and informers) equally repugnant to tiie profeiTed 
** principles of the conftitution, and moft ext^ifive in their op- 
" pre/fion; are often introduced merely dseagiiics of corporation 
^ influence; for io fome inflances, the produce of the tax does 
"not pay the expence of colleflion ; were the fcnfe of the na- 
^ Urn feirly taken, it is impoffible to believe but diat whatever 
" fum might be necefiary for the public fervice, it would be 
? i:aifed by means kfs obnoxious and lefs expenfivc. 

" i^. The mutiny i7<f?*— which would never have exifted, had 
^ not the bulk of the people been excluded from reprefentation. 
" It reflfe^s a charge of hypocrify on thofe who afFeft to bewail 
^ the lale events in France, yet calmly view the defenders of 
^ tjieir own eouittry, fubje£ked to every fpecies of fraud, infult 
** and crueky* The, military excellence of true republicans, in 
" all ages, proves it to be unneceffary. Convince a Briton, that 
" he is aboHt to fight for a country, in which his rights are duly 
," confulted, and the cat of nine-tails may be burnt by the hands 
^^ of the common hahgihan* 

^ 13,. The imprefs fervice^^-equdMy Cruel with the foregoing, is 
" another efFeft of partial reprefentation: it has lately been 
*' proved that the eXpence of this fervice, if applied to encreafe 
^ the (eamen's pay. Would render impreiling unneceffary ; but it 
" is more confident with the government of a fadion, to diftri- 
** bute the fum among the officers of corporations. 

" 14. The ill effects of partial reprefentation are not confined 
^ to men in private ftations ; we challenge contradi<5lion when we 
*' affert that, in general, promotion, whether in die Anny, Navy^ 
^ or Church, is the effe<ft of parliamentary connection, and the 
^ reward of parliamentary proftitution* 

" 15. We cannot entertain a doubt that the foregoing ftate* 
•**-ment of grievances will ,be admitted as juft by our country* 
** men at large, and alfo that an equal reprefentation, by uni^ 
'** verfal and annual fuffragej would tend immediately^ redrefs 
^ them. It remains to prove that the difficulties faid to attend 
•** fuch a fcheme are merely the chknerical inventions of in- 
" terefted men* 

Vol. II. K « 16. Let 
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^ x6. Let us iippodt all pAr^tA corpDrationSy (diolb badges et 
^ flavrry) aboiKhbd ; and confidcr the iriM^ ifland as one cor-' 
« poration, dmded into ceunties or cities, ifbr iht purpofes of 
^ emhodyiRg and cxerciTtng niiiitt^ &c# and fer ek^iing repre-' 
^ fentativts, fubdivided into diftrids, or mwnflnps, as nearly* ^ 
<( convenient, in equal proportion to tiie ntttnber of inhabitants^ 

^< 17. Ali^w eo each diftrid^ or toixmfiiip^.cme reprefentsiiive; 
^ and let it be fubdivided inlo-parifbes, and evvrf man entided 
'^ to a votey be regiftered in tiie parifli in whidt he refides. 
^ Large parifties maybe Subdivided into Mnards, or hamlets* 

• ^ 1 8. Let every voter give his vote in (he parifli in ivhich he 
^ rdides ; let the votes be brought in writingt and called for iii 
« fucceflion, cipher alphabetieally^ by the name of the voters, or 
^ numerically by the wards and numbers of boufes v— either of 
^ thefe methods woidd prevent that (buree of riot, the prance 
^ of voting in party groups^ 

« 19. The truth of entry of every individual vote in each 
tt parifli would eafily be examined, and the tc^s of ike leveral 
" parilhes in each diftridl fo eafily coilefled, that we fcmple 

* not to aflert, a general Eledion might be decided, wiA in- 
«* dffputablc certainty, in twelve hours^ 

^ 20r In feylng the whole iltmid fhould.be cimfidered as one 
^ Corporation, we do not wifh to be underftood as recommending 
^ that diftri£^s flioutd chufe their repfefentatives from diftant 
<* parts< On the contrary, we think Ae reprefe^tativc fliould 
•* always be a refident of the cSftriA, as his character would be 
^ better known to bis conftttuertts* Hearlay characters are fel- 
^ dom any other than the blazonings of &{iion# 

**^2ir It is indifpenfible to good government, that repre- 
" fentatives fhould be paid fof their fervice tof the public. The 
^ want of open ahd honourable reward^ retards the exertion of 
^ laudable charafters, and fubje<£te the nation to^ the frawdident 
•• and delttfive praftices of tnoCk patriots. 

" 22. To thofe wha are convinced of Ac propriety of tJie 
** foregoing ideas, and only afk, how (hall we attain the pra^ice 
^ of them ? we anfwer, Afficitfie. By fo doing, you will better 
" correal and ftrengthen each other's opinions on the fubjed ctf 
- • «? Kberty, 



^ Iftaty, aml^veiitiidljr a6a& die tools of caxtupt inflttente ftid 
«^ laWlefe |>ov^-v*-£ffe^ vdiich tre not to be ^xpe&edfrom die 
^* y^gue aiid defrkoi^ exerti<3^ of ihdividuil o{>intoti9. 

*^ Having thus ftated what we conceive to bb die fentitbend of 
^ fhe Society, we r ecomm^ that the meknbe^s fliall meet 
^ in divifians, caRfiitiag as nearly as convement of thirty mem^ 
'^ bers each, and that thfe niailaganent of its aifiitrs be Celled 
« in one COMMITTEE Of DELEGATES, one SE- 
^^ LECT COMMITTEE, arid one COUNCIL, fubjta 
<^ to REFERENCE TO THE DIVISIONS and TRIAD 
^ BY JURY, as more particularly defined in the fblloWing 

* feflions. . . 

. '' SECTION L hrmo/Jdmifuman^b^^ ^ 

«i. Each Candiflate for admiflibn into this S6tiet^ ffiall be 
^ pfopofed fey i ifiernberj who ftiall eifher belong td the divi/ion 
" in which the propofal is made, or be p^ffonaliy kriovv'ri a§ a 
^ fnifnber 6t thi^'fociety, to two members bffuch divifion, ^ 

^ 2. The Secretary ftiall enter the name, refidence a*nd occu- 

* patiori of the Candidate, togeffier with th^ prbpOfef*s name, 
" and number, in the minute book of Ad 'df^fioni and! the Pte- 
<^ (iScht ffiall put tii6 following queftiori t© fee pVopbfer : 

^ Are you weU dcquairiied wtfhfke Gahdlddte pU pfdpsfe^ ivitb 
" his means of life^ and his pbiiiicdi prihciptei^ artd dre pu ivell 
" djured (hai his geherdt ciardSter is fuch as ivill iifft ht difgrace^ 
^ful to this ibciety f 

" 3. If the propofer fliall anfwer the foregoing qOieftioh irt the 
^ affirmative, the prefident (hall demand of the ^ivlfion, wfretner 
^ any memDer has any objeflibrt to the candidate, 

" 4. If no obje£fion fatisfa(9:6ry to the IXiviiiori (hall be made, 
" the Prefident fliall put tlie following queftions to the Can- 
^'dldateT 

^jirt pu von^incid that e^ery man who he^s attained to years 
** of difcretion^ is in pdjiffiori of hii r^foti^ and n$t d^qMalified If 
" crimrsjtughi to havi a v$tefor a Reprefintative^ and not nure 
^ than ont vett ? 
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* jfre y6u convinced that the rtprefentatlon ought to ke dlviiei 
" as nearly asfoffiUe in froportiok to the number of eUSlorsf 

** Are you convinced that thi ile&ion ef Reprefentatives of thif 
•* People ought to be Annual? 

" JViUyou^ by all jujlifiahle meansy endeavour to promote a Re* 
^ form in the Parliament of this country^ agreeable to the prin-^ 
^ ciples which you have notv profejid? 



. ^ 6. No member fhall be allowed to ftile himielf, or any other, 
?; hy any party name, whether intended to convey refpe6i or dif* 
« re^a. 

^^ 7. All political appellations which do not in their immediate 
" interpretation convey an idea of political fentiment or fituation, 
^ are party names. The following do not fidl un^ler this ob- 
^^ jec^ion, as will appear by their explanations : 

^ Republican^ — One who wiflies to promote the general weU 
** fare of his country. 

" Democraty*-'A>. fupporter of the rights and power of the 
". people, 

*' Arijlocraty — One who wifhes to promote the intereft of a 
^ few at the expence of many. 

" Royalijiy -Among the ignorant part of oiankind, (ignifies, 
^ 2L perfon attached to regal government : amoi^ artful courtiers> 
*^ it is a y^il for their own ariftocracy. 

" Loyaliflf^r-'k fuppprter of the conftitution of his country. 

^ CiV/z^«,— -The ancieitt appellation given tp the members of 
« -fi^e States. 

" SubjeSiy — can only with propriety be applied to a member of 
*^ a State, whofe government has b^n inftituted by foreign con- 
*' qu?ft, or the prevalence of a domeftic hOuon. 



« SECTION II. The Organization and Power of a Divifion. 

« I. Each Divifion fhall meet once in a week, on any evenh^ 
^ in the week, except Thurfday and Sunday* 

« 2, The hour and place of meeting (hall be at the convenience 

« of each divifion, but muft be announced to the conftituted 

^ bodies. 

« 3, Each 
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-^ 3. Each Divifion (hall cleft from its own membeps, a Prefi- 
" dent, Vice-prelident, Secretary, Affiftant Secretary, Delegate 
« and Sub-delegate. 

** 4. Each Divifion fliall be furniflied with three books, (viz.) 
" one to bear the number of the Divifion, — A fimilar book, to 
** be called die Supernumerary book of the fame divifion, — and 
** a third for entering minutes. 

** 5. No Divifion book (hall contain more than 30 effeftive 
** names :— fubjeft to variation as hereafter mentioned, 

** 6. Members admitted after the Divifion Ihall amount to 30, 
^ fliall be entered in the Supernumerary-book— but not before. 

^ 7. As foon as the members entered in the Supernumerary- 
^ book, fhall amount to 16, they (hall be entitled to a number as 

* a new Divifion : They fliall determine the time and place of 
" their future meeting; they fliall receive a Supernumerary- 
^ book, and a minute-book, and a new fupernumerary-book fliall 

* be delivered to the original Divifion. 

** 8, Members entered in any Supernumerary-book while left 
^ than 16, flial! be entitled to vote, and, in every refpeft be con- 
** fidered as members of the Divifion to which fuch Super* 
^ numerary-book fliall belong, 

« 9. No new member fliall have a vote the fame fitting, in 
" which he is admitted ; nor transferred member the fame fitting 
^ in which he is transferred. 

^ JO. Each Divifion fliaM be allowed one fljilling and fix* 
^ pence per week for rent, furniture, &c. 

** II. Every member fliall have liberty to introduce oiie 
^ ftranger, provided fuch member fliall anfwer that the fentiments 
^ of the ftranger are fii^ilar to ours, and the fame ftranger fliall 
•♦ not be introduced more than twice, except for the purpofe of 

* admiifion as a member. . 

*' ^3. In cafe of periecution, and that the means provided by 
« the Vllth, Vlllth, and IXth, Seftions of this Conftitution, 

fliould not produce the efFe(^ of re-cftablifliing a reprefentative 
" body of this Society for two weeks fucceffively, fvery divifion 
^ ihaU h^ve power to elcd four perfons, whofe powers fliall 

K 3 «bc 
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«.hc. the feme as t^ fo^r pfeejrs pf tht Committee pf De-*' 
** It^gates. 

** 24. The fok objeS of thofe four perfoj*^, fcall bjB die re- 
« eft^^Iifhmcpt of the Reprefentativc Body, and ^y fiiall rcpert 
" progrefs weekly, and be weekly fubje^a to revpc^tioo. 



. Mr. Jttorney General. It then goes on to ftate the mode of 
ekilion; the ^\itj of the Prefident and Vice-Prf fide^t i ^f Ae 
Secretary and Affiftant- Secretary ; the Delegates ^t\d Sub-D^- 
legates* It then flates the Committee of Delegates. £tea4 die 
firft four articles of that ^dlion, and the 14th an4 21ft. 

" SECTION VH—the Committee of Delegates. 

" I. The Committee of Delegates is thp reprefentatiye aiid. 
" l^iflati ve body of this fociety. 

■ " 2, Th_eir duty is indivifible, and the rcprefenta^on fhall npt. 
*' be impaired by any appointment, ^ith^ of ther^i^yes, collec- 
" tivgly, or pf .^y other conftituted body, wh^ch pj^y fuhjec^ die 
" members thereof to be abfent frxnn their meeting, or to \)^' 
" parties concerned in any fubjeft under their difc^i^ipn. > 

" 3. Not lefs than Three-fourths of their whole Ja^mher flaaH 
« be a quorum, except in cafe of perfecution, 

« 4. There fhall be no difparity or diffimiUtude between the - 
^ members, by offices of Prefidency, or Secretaryihip. 



^ 14. The duty of the Committee of Delegate is to diroft 
^ the conduft of the executive powers in all matters whi<fh .do 
" npt require fecrecy or exjpedition* 

" 21. If tl\e executive powers, for the purpofe o^ obtaining, 
*^ their approbation, (hall communicate any thing whi^h a ma*. 
** jority of the Delegates fhall approve as neceflary to be 
'* fccrctly dpne ; the whole Committee of IJekgat^s are bound 
•*f to fecrecy. .,^_«._«. 

*• SECTIQy, FIJI— the Sele^ Cmmittee^ 
« 8* No^ «n?^?^ pf this Ccanmittee fhall be adj^aitted uvf^\' 
*ijia has anfwered in the af&rmative, the following queftion, 

« which 
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^ iwiudi fliallbe put by the officers of the CoouiM^ pf Dc« 
« legates: ,. 

« JDa y^u frami/rj that you will uet r^linquijh tbeflatim which 
" y$u are about to take in this Society ^ an efccount ofaiey perfecutipm 
^< %obich may be brtnight on it. That you will perfevere in 
^ meeting the Select Comfnitteey and to the utm^ of your power f 
*< encourage every other member ff thi;i Society^ to fulfil the duty 
^ of bis refpi&ive flat ion ? 

^ THEIR OFFICE IS^ 

^ i» Preparatory as they may be directed, either coBcAivdy' 
" partiatty, or individually, by the Commiltee of Delegat^sj ot 
« Ac couiiciL 

^ 2. Referential as to any matter adc^ted by ^e Committee' 
^ of Delegates, or the Cottncil> or fay boi^, which they may" 
** judge improper. 

- « 3, All intended publications of this fociety iball, pr^iou^' 
" to being printed, undergo their colleftiye eltamination. 

^4* One«^tiibd<rf' their whole nuoAerfhaU be a quoruqz. ^ 

" SECTION IX-^the Council. 
« I. Shall be conjpofcd of one Trcafurer, one princjpijl Se- 
^ cretary, and i>ot kfi than four AffiAant Secrdt^ie$. 

" 6, The principal Secretary (halJ record all Laws which fhall 
^ be made by this Society, which (hall be printed annually, 

^ 13, Every member of die council fhall be really ac(|uainted 
" wi A cfvery tnaiifeaion of this fociety, however fecret, 

^ 14. Eadi member of the council fhall have a compieie litt 
** of die members of every diviiion of this fociety, with their 
^ reiidences, ^ich lift he fball depofit to the beift of has )a(%'^ 
*• ment, in a place c^fefety, 

■ V »i 

^ SfiC TK>N XL---6f Jceufatim and Triah 
" I. If any member fhall think another uwwactfeyof bciag^^ 
^ member of dits isxititfy or that he hes. aded in any degcccr iih* 
^ properly, he fhall offer his accu&tiiCPR. is wridng^iignedisjrhim^^^ 
« fel^ in tfte Divifion of which the accufcd is a member, 

K 4 ** %. Every 



*i 1. Every accufatjon fhall ftate the kw on which it if 
** grounded^ 

** 3. If the dccifion of the divifion (hall l>e in favor of the 
« accufed, the trial IhaU go no farther ; if not, the accufer fhall' 
** give a ftatemcnt of the cafe, in writing, to the Delegate of his 
^ own divifion, to be laid before the conunittee of Delegates. 
• ^ 4, No vote or refolution, touching any matter of accu&tion, 
*' fhall pafs in any divifion, except that of the accufed^ (as men- 
** tioned in the la|l Article) nor in any of. the conftituted 
*f Bodies, 

. " J, The Delegates having received the cafe, iball eieft four 
** perfons, not of their own body, nor of the divifion, pr diyifion* 
^ concerned, to aft as Prefident, Secretary, VicerPrefident, and 
H Affiftant-Secretary in the enfuing trial. 

" 6. They fhall alfo ifTue notices to each divifion, fxoept* 
*f tiiofe of which the accufer or accufed are members ; . men- 
** tioning the time and place of trial, and the four perfons whcMn* 
^ they have appointed to fuperintend it, and requiring ea^Ji of 
** them, to return one Juryman. 

** 7. Each divifion fhall return, of its own members, one Jury- 
" man, by lot j but none of the four perfons appointed to fuper- 
^^ intend the trial, nor any member of any conftituted body,^ 
*^ fhall be returnable. 

^ 8. Every Juryman fo drawn, and foiling to attend at th^ 
^ appointed time, fhall forfeit two fhillings and fixpence, except 
<^ in caf^ of ficknefs ; as fhall alfo each fuperintendant. 

'^ 9. The fuperintendants fhall, by lot, take twelve names out 
<< of the whole number prefent, who fhall be die jury for. that 
^ trial, unlefe the accufed objedt, which he may do to fp.ur of 
^ them, but not more, 

** 10. The accufer and accufed fhall each be allowed one 
*f Aflifknt, at their own choice. 

" II. The Prefident fhall read the accufation, and call on the 
^. accufer to produce his evidence. 

<* 12. The evidence on the part of the accufer being dofcdj 
tt die accufed may call his evidence. 

H 13. During 
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^13. During the time eadi vritnefi is giving his evidence^ 
% be may be crofs examined by the Jury, the Prefident^ the 

* Accufed, the Accufer, or cither of their Affiftants. 

^ 14. The evidence being dofed, the Accufed and his Afliftant 
** fliall be allowed to comment on it, and make his defence ; hut 

* the crois examination fhall be deemed fuffioient on the part of 
^ the accufer. 

^ 15. If the Prefident (hall think proper, he may recapitulate 
^ the principal points of the evidence, and comment on them. 
"16. The Jury fl^all give their verdict in writing, figned by 

* all their names* 

f^ 17. If the Jury fliall not within two hours agree, that the 
^ Accufed is guilty, he fliall be acquitted* 

« 18. The iffue of the trial fliall be reported to the OMnmittcc 
^ of Delegates, and by diem to the divifiopst 



y^ne Rickman (fwprn,) 
Examined by Mr. Bower. 

j^. You are the wife of Thomas Clio Rickman? 

A. I am* 

^ What trade is your hufband ? 

J. Abookfeller, 

^ Look at thofs books, and fee who they appear to be 
printed by* [Shewing the witnefs a (opy of the large and of the [mall 
tdition of the Second Part of the Rights of Mgn^ apd the jLetter to 
tht Jddrejers.] 

A. They are printed for my hMfl>andf 

^ Do you know Mr^ Thon^as Paine \ 

A. Yes* 

^. During die time that thofe books were printing, where 
did Mr. Paine lodge ? 

4* I believe he was gone out of ]^ngl^4 when they were 
printed. — I fancy fo, 

^. Did be ever lodge, at any dme, at your hufband's \ 

4> Yes. 

^. i^bout vybat time was it I^e lodged at ^our hufbgnd's ? 

r A. From 
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A. From June to September^ 179^ 

J^, Did you ever fee any of die (h^t* of tbat work whBc; A^ 
printing was going on ? 

JL Yes^ I have. 

J^. Where did you fee tiiem ? 

A. At our houfe. 

^ Your hufljand printed them ? 

A. No-— he does not print. 

j^. They were brought to your hou& ss they wwe printed* 
off? 

A. I cannot fay I faw them printing, if that is. the queftton. 

Sl^ The queftion is, did yv^u fee thofe (hcets brai^t to your 
hufband^s houfe in the progrefs (if the printing ? 
. A. Yes, proo£dhect5 I b^ire. 

^. Were they brought to your hit(band'8 houfe at die time 
Mr. Paine was in England ? 

A^ They were. 

^. You fee there are two editions j one a large, and the other 
z fmaller edition ? 
.^. Yes, 

i^. Of thofe works, perhaps, a profit was made ? 

A* There was to have been 5 but I never had any fMrofit : Mr, 
Paine told me that be had told Mr, Johnfon we were to receive 
the profit, 

^ The profit of one, or both f 

A^ The fmall one. 

^. Who was to receive the profit of the larger edition ? 

A. Mr. Paine himfelf. — He told me the profit of Ae finall 
one was to be divided between M^ Symonds and my huf« 
band ? 

^ Did Mr, Paine come to your houfe at the time of the 
printing, and had you any converfation with him about it ? 

A^ He lodged at my houfe at the time.— »-The finall edition 
was publifhed after he left England ; the large ©ne, I believe, 
did not make its aj^earapce ; but (ome of the jin-oof-fteets I had 
feen before he went away ; but it was not publifhed before he 
Jeft England, 

S Jan9 
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J^ie Jtuiman CF^-Qifiamixu^ by 4^« Erjkli^ 
J^. Do' you mean to fwear that th^ie afe two of tl^ ver/; 
books that w^re printed % S)F^aonds and youj^ hu(i>aQ4 ? 

^. To the beft of my knowledge. 

^. Can ypu tajce upon you tp fwear that thefc ajre part pf the 
c{^i^s a^ually pt^i^ted for him, ^ n^ay they not hay« been primmed 
by fomebody clfe, and b^ extffnaaly like fhem ? — You have never 
read the book through, fo as to ^ ^b}c tp fay that it is tho 
feme — You only fee thj^t th|$ is entitled *' A Letter addreffed 
** to the Addrpflci-s i'* but there wy fee j)ews ii\ it, for any thing 
^ou know ? 

A. I know lathing about what It contains. 

^. Nor do you know it by the type, tlie paper, pr any thing 
?bou$ it f 

A. I never faw it till it was in that ftate. — ^This pamphlet ha& 
my hand-writing upoa it. 

Aifr. jittor^eyt General, F^om ^yhom had you thofe books? . 

A. They were fent to me from, I fuppofe, Mr. Johnion* i 

Mr, Erjkine, I fubmit to your Lordfliip, that thi^ evidence, is 
npt fuflScienf to entitle them to read thefe pamphlets. I require, 
and I afk no more, that whenever it relates to this Society or that 
— no matter what bearing it may have upon the iffue of the caufe, 
that they fliould be fixed by the fam^ evidence as would be nec?f- 
fary if they were tried for the publication of a Libel. — I am fure 
the Attorney General will not propofe to have a loofer proof in 
the cafe of High Treafon, than in a mifdertie^nor. 

Mr. Attorney General. I have given no evidence yet> that I 
mean to give loofe proof in this caufe ; but I by no means admit 
the propofition to the extent in which Mr. Erlkine ftates it, 

Thomas Clio Rick man (fworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Bower. 
^ Lqok at thefe two boQks — Did you publifli one or both of 
them ? 
A. They were printed with my name. 
^ Witli yqur knowledge ? 
A. No — without my knowledge* 

^ How came they, do you know, ^o be printed with your- 
pame — Did you knpw it at the time ? A. I 
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J. I never did know it, till I was written to, that that was the 
c?ife-— I was dien in the country. 

^ At what time did you learn that thefe books were printed 
in your name ? 

jf» I think it muft he early in September, ijgi. 

J^ When you found that they were printed with your name, 
did you make any application to any body to know why they 
trcre printed widi your name ? 

j(. I did go to Mr. Johnfon about Aat. 

J^ Who were to have the profit of thofe books ? 

j/. That I never knew but what I heard from my wife. 

j^ Thomas Paine, we underftand, lodged at your houfe ? 

j^. He did* 

^ Did you ever fee any of the fbeets of thofe works while 
the printing was going on ? 

jt. No, not as the printing was going on, 

J^ Were any prpofwflieets, before the work was printed, 
brought to you ? 

jf. Neven 

^ Look at them, and tell us, whether eitfier of them wcfO 
the books that you printed ? 

A I did not print the books at all, 

j^ Did you publifli them ? 

^. My name was put to them. 

J^. Did you ever fell any of them ? 

jf. Yes, many. 

^ When did you fell any of thofe books ? 

Afr, Gibbs. Do you think that is evidence ? — I do not mean 
to moot the queftion. 

Mr. Bower. Whofe hand- writing is it upon that copy ? 

//. My wife's hand-writing, I believe, 

Mr. 4ttorney General, In the courfe of your bufinefs, did you 
rver know of any other book entitled " An Addrefs to the 
Addreffers ?" 

Mr. Erjkine. I am fare this evidence is very imperfe<3:— -^no 
man could be fined five pounds upon fuch evidence. 

4^ I never faw any book of that title but this, 

Mr. 
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Mr^ jhtom^y-^G^nirah Are you a member of the Coijfti- 
tutional Society ? 

A I was, 

Mr, Erjkine. Do you mean to take upon you to fwear that 
thefe are two of the identical books that were fent to you for 
fele? 

jI. I do not. 

Mr. Erjkine. Thej may be cxaSly like them, or part like 
them, and jret be printed by others — ^Is there any thing in the 
paper, or the type, that can enable you to fweaf to them I 

J. No^ I know nothing about printing. 

Mr. Attorney-General. I fliould like to know how you ooul4t 
prove Locke's Effay upon Human Undcrftanding otherwife : Is 
that the book you fold at ' yotir (hop as an Addr^fs to the 
Addreilers, when fuch a book was afked for i 

A. It was fuch a kind of book as diis* 

^ Look at the matter of the book ? 

Mr. Erjkine. Will your Lordfliip allow a man to look stf a 
book to which he cannot fwear, in order to prove that that is tile 
identical book ? 

Lord Chief Jujilce Eyre. It is not likely that he fliould hay^ 
knowledge enough of the work to be able to anfwer the queftton ; 
but if he could fatisfy us that he knew that this book contained 
the identical words that were in the books that were commonly 
publifhed under that title, to this purpofe perh^s it might be 
evidence, 

Mr. Erjkine. Not having the original book here, could he be 
permitted to fay, I do not bring the original book but I bring 
a copy ? 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. If we could be fure it vras an exaft 
copy of the fame bocj: it would be the iame as the original i they 
are all copies. 

Mr. Attorney General Suppofe the Conftitutional Society re- 
ferred to Locke's Eflay upon the Human Underftanding, how is 
it poffible to identify that book without calling the bookfeller to 
prove that that is the book which he fells for Lock's Effay on 
the Human Underftanding. 

Lord 
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tori Chief Jiiftla Eyn. As tkit WonU fdfer mer&Iy e> the 
contents of the book, it would be very good evidence of Ac 
contents. 

Mr^ Aitirniy^GimraL This is what I am afkiiig to. . 

Lord Chief Juftici Eyre. You certainly ahj>. but wheAei^hb 
goes to the length of that is the queftion. 

Mr. Attorney^GeneraL Is that the book you wbidd hai^cfold 
fits the Addrefs to the Addrefiers, bjr Thomas Paine I 

Lord ChUfJuJiice Eyre. But did he ever road it ? . 

Mr. Atforney-OeneraL I would not afk llhe queftion^ unie& I 
was very well apprized^ according to iny information, 0f Miat 
knowledge this witnefs has of it* 

Lord Chief JufiUe Eyre. Go on in your own eourfo 

Mr. Attorney-^GeiteraL Do ywi hiovir the -conteto 6f it ? 

A. I have read the book* : ,. , 

J^. Look and fee, whether by die contents rf. it.Aaf is the 
book you would fell as the Addre& to the Addreflcrsj fryThtWas 
Paine, if you had been afked by a cuftomer f6r PaiAe's Addrefs 
to the AddreficrS) without any explanation J 

A. I fhould certainly fell this book as the L6ttBr t6 die Ad* 
dreflers, becaufe it is fo endtled. 

^. Look at the contents of it : I will have in anfwcr t6 dns 
J^ I make you read it through ? 

A.\ hove certainly read the Letter to ibA\hSAxS^^ 

^ Lookac the contents of the book 'in your itand^ isid Ri if 
die contents are the fame as the Letter to the Addreflers wbicd) 
Jrou read ? 

A. I have no doubt of its bemg the fame. 

J^. Is it not from the contents that you have no doubt ? 

A. No, I confefs it is from the comple^^ion of the book: kfAf* 

^ You have been told to look at die contents ; now look at 
the contents. 

A. 1 hxvQ looked at them. 

^ Then have your any doubt that that is die Lefter to iM 
Addreffers ? 
A. CcMTtainly) I have no doubt. 

V%9meti 



' 1[%f>?ruts CH^ Ruhman-^Crtfs^examined ly Mr, Sr/kiHi*, 
^ Is the reafpn why you have no doubt from the general 
appearance of the book^ or have you no ddubt becaufe you have 
fatisfied your underftanding, by comparing thjit book ivith the 
recolledion you have of the formeri having ^ perfeft recoIleSioa 
of every fentence in the former f 

J4 Not of every fentence* 

^ Then could you take upon you to (Wear, that it is exaSIy 
the fame, word by word, and letter by letter i 

A, 1 have not fworn that* 

Mr. Attorney-GeneraL Have you any doubt that it is the 
/ame? 

A^ I have not* 

Mr. Attorney-General Put it into the hands of Mrs- Rict- 
man« Did not you put them in the fhop, and mark them as 
books to be fold ? 

Mrs. Rickman. I put my name on than. 

Lord Chief JuJIice Eyre. When ? 

A. On giving them to Mr, White, 

Lord Chief yuftice Eyre. In your fhop ? 

A. No. 

Mr. Attorney^Genetat You had them in your (hop is books 
tofell? 

A. I had. 

Mr. Erjkine. I underftand the Conrt to be of dptnjcJn (indeed 
1 am not at all di^ofcd to afguq it) that this book muft be taken, 
at prefent, to be the Letter addrefled to the Addreflcrs, upon the 
Proclamation, by Thomas Paine. What I wifli to know, is, 
how it IS propofed to make, this taking it to be the book it Is 
alledged to be, evidence in this caufe. I perfeftly underftand 
why the Rights of Man were ftated to be fo, becaufe thofe whom 
this profecution propofes to inaplkafee in certain a<9:s — the CorreC- 
ponding Sodety,^ having come to % reiblution to circulate it, 
Acreforc it was fair evidence. 

Lord Chief Jujfice Eyre. You had' better hear how liiejr pro- . 
pefe to make it evidence. 

Mr- Erfkine. I uaderftand that (jbere is no eyidence ;et befoxv 

the 



( »44 ) 

the Court of any relblution of «uher of die fecieties to cUcubtd 
Ais bob^y or to recommend it to readings 

Afr. jtttorney^GeneraL Your Lordfliip will give me leave ta 
obferve) that Mr. Paine has been proved to be the author of the 
firft part of the Rights of Man ; the fecond part of the Rights of 
Man — ^the Letter to the French Nation ; and I believe (though I 
am not accurate about that, becaufe I vtras not in Court yefierday 
morning) a Letter to Mr. Dundas. — ^Mr. Paine is proved to btf 
alfo a member of the Conftitutional Society; Mr. Rickman, 
the witneis, the perfon in whofe hands this work was, in order 
to be fold, is alfo proved to be a member of the Conftitutional 
Society. Now, under thefe circumftances, I fubmit to the 
Court, that Mr. Paine and Mr. Rickman being both of them 
members of the Conftitutional Society, what one writes for pub* 
lication, and the other publiihes, is evidence after what has been 
already ftatcd. 

Lard Chief Jujilce Eyr^. I cannot imagine myfclf, that thofe 
fe£ls,. which are fo perfecUy diftindl from the particular fubjeft of 
tikis indi£fanent, can poilibly implicate them fo as to make their 
publications evidence in this caufe. 

Mr. Jtt9rney^GeneraL Then we will make it evidence in a 
moment, becaufe I fliall now produce to your Lordfhips a refo- 
lution in the book of the Society, for printing part of this in the Ar-* 
gtts, and then I fhall read that part which is printed in the Argus* 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. You might read the whole> and then 
prove a refolution of the fociety for printing a part^ becaufe that 
proves them cognizant of it, having fele£ked a part. 

Mr. Erjkine* It may (hew a knowledge, but does not ibeW 
an approbation ? 

Lord Chief 'Juftice Eyre. Certainly not. 

Mr^ Attorney GeneraL I will not trouble yout Lordfhip witfi 
tis any farther. ______ 

Afr. GurnelL I found thefe' papers in Mr* Hardy*s h(x^* 
They were read. 

** FeILOW CiTlZEIf, 

^ The bare-faced ariftocracy of the prcfefttadminiftrati<«f,' ha$ 
^ made it neceflary that we (hould be prepared to aft on the de-^ 

* « fcnfivc 
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« fenfive agflinft anf attack dfey anqrcKmiitadd ]rilo|ri)e«rl]rf<|i9ed 
^ minions to make, upon us.-^-A plaa has toon h^l «pom sbiA if 
^ encouraged fufficiently, willy m dotftt, haili: Ae^j^ <)f Ao*- 
^ nifbing a quantity of pikes^ the |atriot^ gteat-^DMj^ te make 
^ them formidable. The blades are made of fteel, tempered and 
* polifhed after an approval fdrm. They may be fixed into any 
^ (hafts {hntfir ones are recommended) of te fUt of ths ac- 
^ companying hoops at the top end, uwA a|K>ut an inch moce at 
<^ the bottom. 

^ The blades and hoops (more than which cannot properly bn 
*< fent to any great diflance) will be charged ene (hilling. Money 
" to be fent with the orders. 

<< As the inftitut'ion k in its infancy, idunediate encourage* 
^ meht ii nc^dEury. 

« Ordsrs trwy be fent to thefecretary of the SbffkU CmfliiH^ 
" tional Society. [Struck out.'] 

« SheJ!eld, j^il ^ RICHARD DAVISON. 

« 24, 179+. 

<< To prevent poA: fufpicion, dired to Mr. Robert l^Ao0dy^ 
" Joiner, Cheney-fquare, Sheffield. Pleafe to forward the in* 
« clofed." 

Addrefied, ^ Citizen Hardy^ Afif. ^ PlicetHUy^ L$ni9nr 

The folkwing Letter pun indeed in tb$ lefft^ 
« Fellow Citizen, 
^ The bare-faced arlftocta^y of th^ prefent adrbitliilrationy 
^ has made it necefllkiy to prepare to ad upon ^ defenfive^ in 
^ cafe of any attack upon die patriots : a plan has been formed 
« fb# carrying into efF^ this neceffary bafihdi.--Pike tt|«des 
^ are made, with hoops Jbr the fliafb to fit the top ettd§: the 
*^ bottom ends of the fhafts ihould be about an inch thicker, and 
^ fir is jfecemmended for the fhafb» fUefbed by petfonS who are 
« judges of Wo^« Tbe blades and hoop^ Will be fold at the rate 
^ of one fhillingi properly tempered and poJiflied, llie motidy 

^Tttttwi^Ae^den. 

^ RICHARD DAVWPli. 

Vi)i.IL L ««Dir€d 
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' « DuDefirtoMr. Robert Moodjr, Joiner, Chency^uare, Shtf- 
* fieM, to prevent the poft-m^er's fufpicion. 
AcldrefleiL— ^ T§ the Secretary of tbe 
* JNoruncb Patrwtic Society.** 



Mr. Attorney General We wiB now prove that Aerc was a 
perfon of the name of William Carnage connefled with the Shef- 
field Conftitutional Society ; and that thofe letters are of his hand- 
writing. 

^ fFUIiam Cammage {(worn). 

Examined by Mr. Law. 

^ Was you a member of a Society for Conftittttiofn] IstonsOr 
tiOn, atJShbffi^Id? 
jf. Yes. 

• <^- Whea did you firft begin to be fuch member ? 
J. About the lat&r end of the year 1791. 

/. ^ I^*** y^* c^^^ ^ ^ fecretary to that fociefy ? 
. A» Yes* 

J^. For how long? 

A* I cani^t exa£^ly tell the time; perhaps near five or. fix 
months. 

J^. When did you ceafe to a(9: in that capacity ? 

A. About the latter end of April or May of the hft year. 

j^. Did you in that charafter write letters for the fociety ? 
. A. I did npt — ^I ufed to figii the letters. 

^ By whom was the bufinelEs of that fixiety managed I 

A. I caiihot ipeak pofitively , by different perfons» 

jg. Did^they form a committee ? or In what other manner did 
they conduct the bufinefs of the fociety ? 
y A. Yes, there was a committee. 

J^ Who were the leading perfons of that committee i 

A. One David Martin ufed to attend that committee^ John 

* Alcock, George Widdifoni Matthew I^odwin. 

Mr. Attorney General, It will be neceflary tocatl the attention 
'of ibe court and^ the jury to the names, to fee how many of the 

.. PWipIc 
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people here named were of that number of. twelve^ dvMt wen* af- 
fociated into the Conftitutiontil Society z\^oat the beguinii^ of 
May 1792? . . 

Air. Law. In the converfations amongft the members of tha( 
{bciety, \rtiat Was the profeifed objed M the time when you firft 
became a member i 
• A. A parliai^ieiitsiry reforv^ 

J^. Did that continue to be their profefled objed ? or did tiMy 
profeis any other, and what ohjeSty towards die latter part of the 
time of your continuande with that fociety i 

A. That continued to be their object during my fecretary* 
fiiip. 

^. Did you continue to communicate with that fociety as a 
member of it finct you ceafcd to be iecretary ? 

A. Yes. 

^ What was the profefled objeft fubfbquent totbat time, after 
you ceafed to be Secretary, atid continued to comoiuiucate with 
them as a member ? 

A. I cannot fpeak properly to that ; there will be another lecre« 
tary examined, that can fpeak more properly to it than I can. . 

^ Do you remember the fociety at Sheffield cfaoofrnganyper*' 
foa to be their delegate to the Scotch Convention ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Who was the perfon chofen ? 

A. Matthew Campbell Brown. 

^ Do you know whether Brown went upon d^ delega^ 
tion? 

A, I believe he did. 

j^. Da you know whether he was ever taken into cuftody \ 

A. I believe he was. 

^. Did you go down to him at the time he was in cuftody ? 

A. He was at large v^iien I went to him* I was fent down t« 
him at Edmburgh by the fociety. 
. J^ What was. you fent to him (br ? 

A. To carry him a fupply of caih. 

j^ Didyoufof 

A. I did. 

La ^.What 



< M ) 

j|^ What fcm 6f mbncy 

d. i took him, t bcdieve> t6 ihe atnonnt df ten pdtmds ftMi 
Sheffield; and I called at Leeds, and took him near the lame Aim 
jfroln Leeds. 

^. PM 3r^ cauri7 him mooej from ally <idier fecklies f 

A* I did not. 

j^. Do you know how the money Tottfb carried hfantvas col* 

1«Aed^ 

A* I ctuiAot tdL 

One of the Jury. Did yew gO to Scotlafid widi thia money i 

A. Yes. 

Afr. JLiTU/. Did you fee him at Edinburgh ? 

A.\U. 

^ How were yo^rnwAexpencea defrayed f 

A. At die expence of the fociety. 

^4 IVIia did you receive the money immedttft^ii^ 

A. I bdkve I leeeived it frMi the hands of Mr» Gale* 

^. Who is he? 

A A (irinter at Shefi«U* 

^ Washe amemberi^tiie Conftttuticmal Society tdbeve? 
- a/f^ Il^ievebewa^* 

J^. Do you ffenember any per fon of the name ot Yorke or 
Redhead becoming a member of that fociety, be&nre you gate up 
your place as fecretary ? 

A. I knew one Henry Yorke* 
" ^ Hbv< yoii^ver khoMi^ him hy any other «aie/ 

A. No. 

^ Do you know where Gale, the printer^ it now ? 

Jr.. I do A6t faiow any thing cmceriiiitg where he is* 

^ Has he ceaied to be ieen at Sheffield? 

^.Ye*.- - • 
^ ^. YoiikjieWaperlbtKtfdienameofYodcef 

A. Yes. 

^ Have you known hiih heibre or fimcebjrajiy dfaef hamc f 

A^ Noj, never. 

^ Heattended the meeting of this Society i 

A. Yes. • ' 

i— . - • .: ^ SinCQ 



: -^JSfpc^di^ timedmtb^ became anonber of the S^oiet^ at 
Shefidd» didhe94Mid dttinotfiiigs pretty itgidafly i ^ 

>/• No N did noc 
: ^^ Did hetake any a^ve part ia the procoedipga of t})C.n|«et« 
wgs ivben he did attend ? 

^ HeuTed tpexhort (bmetimes ia the meetings wI^sa hedi4 
attend. 

^. Do you recoiled the fubjeA o^ his cAqsU^^tiB i 

A. No, they were too complkii^ for me iit prde^ tn VQ^oQkA* 
* J^ DidyoH ever bear himmefitiofitiiefubje^ of aifitnf 

>/. No never in public 

^. Whatwinv themean$ that he recOnvtlmM toAefoAi^ty 
to carry into effed the obje£b diey proftiTed tr» be 4*iiv0il$ df^t- 
taining ? 

^. A Pariiamehtary Reform* 

J^. What were die means to be ttfed ? 

Lfnrd CUrfJuJikt Eyn. How was Olfit to be bimigjit ab«Qt ? 

J. By petitioning Parliament firft, that waa hi9 exbortition* . 

Mr. Law. Whai: was die owt inrafijref Aippofiftg tk#lr Peti- 
tion rejedied ; what was then to be done i 

A. I iMvler heard any fpeoifit piaft p^itaM ontbyhkit* 

J^. No fpecific plan ? 

^. No, no plan pointed out by hinii 

il^. Yodfiddl^edjdnf^iapvbtiejldviletbfiire^fai^^^ t^iat 
have you heard him advife up<)n that fub^eft in ^farnte I > 

JM^. J^i^blK^. WlMit headrifisdin pftvaie! 

Lord Chief Juftici Byr$* If be 10 pr^ed t^ havebeeit at gny 
of die Correfponding Societies meetJI^g^A 

Mr. Erjkint. But what a man (ays in private T '" /\ 

Mr. Attorney General He was a oHember #f dif Cofrf#K>i)f(jng 
Society, a Delegate from the ConftitUtienal Socie^ I 

Mr. Erjkine. My idea is thtS) wlutf m agttlPt mig^ Ay JO a 
fepar^te cafe in prtvato— ' ^ 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. He is not an ige«t|.but ji parff. \, 

Mr. Law. The time I anf ei9<|i»fiiig nbeult Wis wbtfntenras 
at Sheffield* Have you heard him in private faeoninMRd th^^ufe 
efarms? 
*.r .. L3 ^.The 
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A. The focicty was threatened to be dilpcrfcd in their meetii^ 
bytiie People of Sheffield, by the oppofite party. 

^ Upon that threat of difperfion what did he advife ? 

A. In private, the people thought it neceflary thit they ihouU 
have arms for their defence, and he approved of it-*Jie did not 
fee ^y harm in the bufinefs, but they had a right to be armed for 
their own defence. 

J^. Agaihftwhat? 

A. Againft any illegal attack from that party. 

^ Who were the people that thought it neceflary to have 
arms? 

A. The friends of reform, to protcd their meetings, 

^ The Conftitutional Society ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Who did you hear, what member of Ae Ctmftitutional 
Society, exprefs fuch an idea ? 

A. It was a general idea amongft a great many, whom I €«m* 
not nameat prefent. 

^. And Yorkc you fey approved of that idea ? 

^. He did. ' 

J^. Did you ever hear hiili mention any pauttoriar fort of arms 
as diftinguilhed from arms in general ? 

A. No— not at the firft. 

^. Did you never hear him recommend any particular fpedes 
of arms to be ufed for this purpofe ? ^ 

A. He was ihown tihe bhule of a pike which he approved o£ 

^ By whom was he (hown that blade? 

A. By me, and Henry Hill. 

^ Who is Henry HUlf 

A* He is here as a witnefs. 

^ What is his way of life ? 

if. A (hoe maker's knife-forger. 

Lari Chief Jujiice Eyre. By whom was that pike made ? 

^. By Hill, I believe. 

Mr. Law. Did he tnendon any other fort of arms ? 

J. Nohedidnot. "- 

«^. Inftruments ? 

' . >4Na* 
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J. No. 

^ Had you ever any conveiiation widi him rtifpcftiii^ muf-; 
kctsi 

^, I do not recollect that I ever had. 
. ^ You Ihowedhimapike, did he approve or dilapprove of 
the form of the pike that you ihowed him ? 

J. He approved of that form that we (howed him at that 
time. 

J^ Did he fuggeft any alteration to be made ia the foxm of die 
P.ite.f . ■ \ 

J. Not in that. 

^ What other Pyke was (hewn him With re4>e£l to which he 
did fuggeft any alteration ? 

jf. I beUeve he had another fhown him« 

^ Was you prefent ? 

J. Ho. . , 

J^. Did you ever hear him talk of that other Pike which you 
believe to have beon fhown to him i 

A. No— I never dii 

^. Had you before Yorke came amongft you had any recom- 
mendation of arming for the defence of your focieties ? 

Mr^ Attorney GeneraL — ^Did he mention any country in which 
pikes had been ufed ? 

A. No— I n^ver heard him mention anything of the fort$ of 
Pikes being uftd in any country. 

Mr^ Law. How foon after this Pike was ibown to Mr. Yorke 
do you know of any being begun to be made at Sheffield ? 

A. I do not know of any before that 

^ Do you kjK>w of any confiderable quantity- being made 
after ths^ time? 

A. I do not know of any quand^ not to exceed ^ibxt^ dozen 
that I was concerned in myfelf. 

j^. By whom were thefethree dosen made ? 

-rf. By Henry Hill I believe. 

^ Do you know one Widdiibn of Farj|^«ftreet in Sheffield, 
aturaer? 

^ Yes. /_ '_."',/ 

1-4 * J?: D4 



^ Do you know whcAer he was employed in makuig any 
pMOfUltfeS^feesf 

ji I have heardhim fay he was employed to make a dozrn ol 
bandies. 

J^. Hadyoa any converfation wiA Widdilbn in Ac prcfence of 
Yorke? 

^» Na 

^ Was you never at Yorkc*s lodgings with Widdifon f 

Ji I have been there when Widdifon hat1>een there, but I donot 
lecoBea any converfation diat paOed between Widdifon and 
Yorke, 

* J^. Did you ever fee a pike handle at Widdifon's in the fime 
form as that pu fhowed to Yorke ? 

A Yes--rl have feen the form of the handle in Widdifon's poC- 
(effion, 

J^ Of die Jhrne form as dwt you fhowed to Yorke? 
- J. Yes, 

Lard Obi^Juftta Ejre^ Do you know hdir WiAlifcn came 
by that? 

^* I do notf 

4/r. i^awp-^W^ it In the day time pr at mg^ that you went 
to Yorkers about diem ? 

vf* I|i the night. 

J^. Wh^t time of night? 

A l^t^ecn eight and nine o'elock I believe* 

^ Did Yorke take it in hishand f 

4. Yes, 

^ Did he look at it for any length of time f 

^^ No, 

J^ Do you recoiled what he faid upon looking at it, whether 
it would do or n6t? < . 

A. No-^hemadenQparticidarcMerrationf 

i^. But that he approve^ of that ? 

A Yes-rhedidf 

^. From the conycr^on which pafibd between Yorke imd 
Hill and you, ooulfl you c6lfeft wliether Yorke had had any i>tker 
IteWft 1)181 before <)f a f:ojilbru^^ 
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A. I underftood Hotyby tlit cotiTerfiuiM at Aat tlmc^litit I 
imderftood by Henry Hill that he had fliowT^Um that before. . 

Mr, Erjkine. — ^That will not do, not that it flgnifies anything ? 

Mr. Law. Recolle£t ywa(AS»*<t whac n«inbdr of perfons 
might that meeting confift at >^ich Yorke recotnmeiidad them 
to provide themfelves widi arms 7 

A No meeting) ofdy at his own private lodgings. 

^ How many perfons were prdent ? 

if. I do not know that any were there at that time imt £iia- 
fSS and me. 

^. Was there any other time befides thstt once when he recoo^' 
mended providing youHelves with arms ? 

if. IdonotrecoUeAanyothtrilAe. 

i^. Do you recoiled any meeting in the month of Marcht li 
wfakh the providing of amy wai tsdktd of 7 

if. I was not prefent at diat meeting, if ywimtan in dtiis year; 

Mr. Law. Yes. 

J. I was not at Aatmeeting when there were arms recommended 
if filch adung paflM— *I never heard Aat there was ameeting of 
that fort — I was not prefent at fuch a meedng.— 

j^ HavetfiegoodnefitorccoHeAyotirftif^yottwaspre&ntat 
a meeting in March ? 

J. Not where tiie arms were reeenmiended.*— 

^ I aihnotfpeakingof ameeting of thdiociety, butwas yoU 
prefent in company with Yorke, and odiers, at any meeting in the 
month of Mardi X794, yAxtn Yorke recommended the ufe of aims 
orprovidingof arms ? 

if. Iwasnot 

^. OntheCaftle Hill-^Do you remember a meeting on the 
Caftl^Hill? 

A. Yes, I wasat theCaflle HiD. 

j^ Did he recommend any tldt^ of Ae kind then } 

ii Ka 

^ YouknowoneDavifonlirtioKTedwiAGaledie Printer? 

A. Ves. 

^ Qid you ever fee any PifcciirikftlieimpKfetit} 
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i£ Ncs I never didfee any in hb pofleffion. , . . .^^ 

j^ I>id you in his prefence ? 
A. No. 

^ Do you know one Robert Moody ? . . 

.^ Yo. 

J^ Do you remember any meeting in thjc month of April, or. 
in any mondiin the year 1794 when Mr. Yorke recommended the 
providing tfaemfelves with arms ? 

A. No,Idonot ... 

j^ Do you remember any fpeech made by Yorke upon Ac 
CaftleHiU at Sheffield? 

A, Yes. J 

^ What did be recommend in that fpeech refpefting the Re- 
fcrni of Parliament f - . ^ \ 

A. That I cannot recoiled at prf^fent, npft to m^e mention oC 
die words be made ufe of* 

^ Did he recommend to them not to petition Parliament^ or 
What? . ' 

Mr. Erjkine* What did he lay ? Is that a way to put a queftion 
to your own witnefs ? 

Mr. Law. Did he recommend that {Parliament (hould be peti^ 
tmned, or that they fhould not ? 

A. That theyibould not^ and.arefolve-was palled to that pur- 

pCMTt. 

^ Did he recommend any other .means? 

^ Did you hear an addrefs to the nation ever talked of? ^ 
A. Iheardfomething of the kind of an addrefs to the people^ 
. J^ Was it recommended by Yorke ? . 
A. Yes, I believe it was. , 

J^ Then he recommended to them not to petition Parliament* 
bat toforbear to petition Parliamait> that was agreed upon, and, 
he recommended an addrefs to the nation ? Did Yorke walk hon;ie; 
ar{^ home in any fort of triupph? ^ . 

A After the meeting was over he was conducted home> I. be- 
lieve, in a carriage. . ., ^•kN. v....r,;r; 5. _ ' ■ 

. . ' ^ ^ Sup. 
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^ SuppdeyoutdliisAefad what you mean bycondaAed 
home? 

jf. Without Horfes, 

^ Drawn by the people in triumph i 

jfm I es« 

J^. Did yaa ever hear Mn 'Yorke fay any thing rcfpefling a 
Convention ? 

J, No I never did. 

^ Never? 

A. No never. 

j^ Did you ever hear him mention what Would be the beft 
means of redreffing grievances ? 

J, No I never did, not a word. 

J^ And have never fworn diat you^eard hioi fay a word of that 
fort— Never about a redrefs of grievances ? 

^. No I do not know diiit I have. 

J^. Or any thing refpeding Conventions ? 

J. No I have heard him mention his dilapproving of the Scotd| 
Convention* 

j^. On what ground did he profefs hunfelf todifapprove of thft 
Scotch Convention i 

A. He thought it a wrong piece of bufinefs for the People t» 
allemble, for he thought the People very much unprepared. 

^ In \(^at refped did he mean unprepared ? 

A. I do not recollect what he £dd. 

^ Did he mention any fteps that they ihould have taken pre^ 
paratory to ailembling a Convention ? 

^. I do not recolle£l any thing that he mentioned in particular 
preparative to the meeting of the Convention. 

^ You was down at Edinburgh ? 

A. Yes, 

j^ Did he ftatp<any thing that they ihould have done befovp 
Ifaey declared themfelves a Britiih Convention ? 

^ I think he mentioned diat they ihould have iiril brought out 
an addrefs to the Peo|de before they declared themfelves to be a 
Convention, orto that purpofe. . 

Air. 
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Mr. Attormy GenetaL Locdc at that paper, Did 700 ever lee 
that before ? 
J. Yes. 

^ Where did you fee dut letter before ? 
A. Intfaepofleffion of Richard Davifon. 

- ^ At what place did you fee that letter in dw pofleffion of 
Davifon ? 

J. At my own Houfc. 
J^. In Sheffield? 
A. Yes, 

- ^ Is that tilie letter we have read that was fent to Hardy ? 
Did you ever fee that paper before ? 

A. No I do not recolleft this letter. 

^ You have fecn it before ? 

A. Yes I have. 

J^. How long had Davifon lived at Sheffield i 

A. I cannot rightly ttll, he came to live at Sheffield about the 
iegimiing dF tfaisyear. 

J^ Where did he come from? 
* A. From Leeds, 

j^ Was he in one of the Societies at Leeds ? 

- A. I believe he a^ted ae Secretary to the Society at Leeds^ vdien 
I went to Edinburgh* 

Mr. Attorney General. Your Lordihip will find his name, to 
the letter frcMn Leeds that has been read. Had you any cDnver- 
fetion about the plaee to ^MiA thp period to whom that letter 
was dire6led was to fend his anfwer to Moody ? 

A: That the diredHon in that letter fhould be Robert Moody 
from London. 

^. Did he give a reaibn for that ? * * 

A. I do not recoiled he did ; there is the name of Brodiewhich 
is fcratched out* *' . '. ' - 

^ Had you an^ talk how that happened, that a letter was: ti> 
come to him dtreAed to Moody ? 

A. We had tt&iam to believe that the letters to die Safafctaiy 
were fometimes intercepted, • - », 1 • .''.-':'« 

^.What 
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j^ What is Moody ? 
jf. A carpenter atid jbiotn 
^ Had he any thing to do with pikes f 
. -^ Yes. 

J^ WhatisWiddifon? 
jf. A hair-drefler and turner. 

JUrW Qif^jnJHtt Ejrg. What had Moody td do with pikes ? 
J. He put handles, I believe, to du'ee dozen. 
, i^. What kngth woe the ittddlesf 
A. I believcfonB wefe about feven fcelb 
4g. What length we»e the Uades ? 
A. About ten inches. 
J^. What ihape were the Uades } 
A. Aboutth^lamelbapcasahAyoiiet, 
^ Do you mean thoy were flutied like a bajpopet ? 
^ Yes. 

One of the Jury. And pointed ? 
A. Yes. 

Juryman. In the fonp and Ibape of abayooet ? 
A. Yes. 

Mr. Attornty GemtaL Were there any of any odier fliape \ 

A. No| none that were made^— none that were fliafted^ 

^ Vf^it diens any made that were not flufta^ ai aay other 
Ihape? 

A. There was one that was ma^ before^ thait was not of that 
ihapei 

Sti Was diat one that was not of tfiat l^pe evft Ihewn ta 
York? 

A. Yes, I believe it was the one that Hitt took up to Mr» 
YorU 

^ You law diat one r 

A. Yes, I have Cam it« 

^ ThoTe that were aduaBy flofted were k tlit (ha^ of a 
bayonet? 
, /,^',Yoa. 

i^. And die handle fevea feet longi tud dw blad^ ahmt ta 
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JL Ithinkib. 

^ What wood were the handles made of? 

A. IbeHeveof fir. 

^ Was tihere any particular reafon given why ^ faaadkr 
were made of fir? 

A. Not diat I know of. 
' ^ You lee there is a reafon in die lettpr read juft now ? 
^. Yes. 

Mr. Erjkim* This ex^ninadoii is not ragufar-^or' this is 
Mr. Law's evidence-^but I do not care about it. 

Mr. Attorney GemraL Has Davifon been long at Sheffield i 

y. No. 

J^ Do you know where he is now ? 

A No— I have never heard of him fince I was taken up. 

^ Had he left Sheffidd at that time ? 

A. Yes, he had left it about a fortnight before I was tsdcen up^ 

i^. Had Gale left it? 

A Yes. 

^ How long before you was taken up ? 

A. Nearly about the lame time, I believe. 

j^ Did you ever hear of fuch a tiling as a cat ? 

^. Yes. 

^ What is that*— what is the otlW name of it ? 

A. A night-cat, I believe, 
r ^ What is a night^krat ? 

A. It l^ds four ways — about this fhape. [defcribing it.) 

j^ Have you feen one ? 

A. I have feen the model of one. 
.. J^. When? " ; 

A. I cannot recolleA — about five or fix weeks before I wis 
taken up ? 

^. Had you ever feen fuch a thing before ? ; 

' A. No, never. 

^ What is Ac ufe of a night-cat ? 

A. The tife of it^ I underftood, was for a£ting -ag^diift ifae 
JtaVsory. ■ .. i.. 
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j^. Why, how was a iriigKt«cat to zA againft cavalry i 

J. I cannot tell — I have mentioned all I can tell about it— 
I never faw a thing of that fort before — that is all I know 
ateatit. ' ' " 

' ^ You, a Sheffield man, muft know bow fuch a thing ai 
that could hurt a horfe ? 

jf. By throwing it in the ftreets. 

^. Woidi it run into his neck, or what bdier part ? 

J. Into his foor» I flioald fuppo& 

IVilliam Carnage* 
Crofs-examincd by Afr. £i^2iz/. 

^ You were afked this queftion by the Counfel for the Crowny 
From what palled amongft the members, what was ditfprdfefled 
Qbjeia of this foclety ? To which pu anfwered, a parlkunontary 

/Yes. 

•^ Was that ybur objeft when pu became a member of that 
fociety ? 

J. Yes. 
' J^/ You fay you was fecretary to that fociety ? 

A. Ye^. 

^ From the year I79i> to 1793 ? 

A, Yes. 

^ Will jrou explain to the Gentlemen of the Jury, when you 
became a member of this fociety, in order to obtain a parlisr 
mentary reform. You were aifked, what pafled among the. dif- 
ferent members ? What was their objeft ? What fort of par- 
liamentary reform was it, that you fiiirty, as a man, meant ? 

A* A more equal reprefentation of the people. 

^ A more equal reprefentation of the people, where ? • 

A, In parliament. 

^: In what branch of parliament ? 

A. In the Houfe of Commons. 

^ Had you ahy idea by a parliamentary reifdrm, in ytmt own 
mind, when you became a member, or when you continue dier% 
;io touch the King's Majefty, or the Houfe of Lords ? 

A. Ko, 
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J. No^iievffiu«^Ifier^ha4dnttddt* 

J^. Never in yoiu life ? 
. JLNo. 

^ I aflc you, in the prefcncc of God, to whom you will. 
mf^ciy had jte any ulai of deftroying At King) or the HoiA of * 
Lords? 

J. No, God forbid. 

j^. Had ytni eret^ in tht whole ooOrfc of your MDg ftftend^er 
of that Society, and a Secreliryi fr6to aliy proCeecKngs of ^ 
Ailembly, from what paiTed among the members, from what diey 
faid and did (I follow the queltion which the Counfel corredly 
put), had you any r^ibn to thihk that any of them meant dif- 
^rcmly fit>m y^rfelf i 

4* No» aev«r-'^<-<iot ^ individual amongft the whole Society* 
- ^ Tlien I Underftand you to fay, upon the oaib you have 
taken, and fubjedl to the confequences here and hereafter^ that 
there was no fuch idea either in your own mind, or from what 
|f0li'fcn(ew from others^ wbftt ^y faid and what they did> vbl the 
mind of any other of the members ? 

A. Never. 

^. When you faid that the refolve was not to petition par^ 
liament, did you mean not to petition it at that time, or nevor to 
petition it, when the fenttments of the people at large eouM be 
known ? 

: A, I camnX fpeak to tl^t — There vras no fpecific phn ever 
4^1^(1 out) by vriisit meaf>( redreft fhoold be obtainid* 
. J^ Was il eva* pointed «iit^ or from any thi^ which pafiibd 
in your prdetice during ail your attendance, that this c^aiige in 
the rapfefentatioa of'Ch^ people in the Houfe of Commona was to 
be carried by fqvce of arm^ and violence \ 

A» Noiiilever# 

^ If you had had an idea that the members of your Society, 
or of other SoQieties in the different parts of the kingdom, meant 
by combining force to over •rule the indinations of the people 
(Nt lafg^i and die inclinati^as of the pt|rUamem» would ybu have 
;f«iilulRieA ^ niember of k ? 
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A No ; I would not. 

J^. I aft you, under the folemnity of the oath which you are 
under, to fay, whether you ever heard any thing faid^ or £iw any 
thing done, that led you to believe, or to fufped, that that Iras 
the intention of your fociety ? 

J* No; never. 

^ Did you ever hear any thing faid, or fee any thing done^ 
which led you to fufpeft, that it was the intention, even of any 
niifchievous iridividualsr among you? 

J. No 5 I never fufpcfted it; I never had cade to fufpeft 
any one. 

^ If you had had an idea, independently of force, that the 
objed you was about might ultimately'have defied As £dety 
and honour of your Sovereign upon the throne, would you have 
continued in that fociety? 
• J. No ; I would not. 

^ You fay you continued Secretary till the year 1793. — DkI 
you read, with attention, all that you %ned; — or did you ta&e it 
on truft, from the opinion you entertained of the general 'ob{e<5b 
of the fociety, th]at it was all as it ought to b^ ? 

jf. I generally read it before I figned it'^— I do not know dut 
I ever figned a letter till I had read it* • 

^ Did you continue to be a member after you ceafedto b€ 
Secretary ? 

if. I did. 

^ Did you continue to be a member up to the time when 
you was taken up ? 

A I did. •• , 

^ Did you fee any reafon, before the time you was taken 
Upyto change your fentiments concerning the opinions of thofo 
witli ^;dlom^ you ^ffoc^ted ? 

J. I did not. 

j^- Have you bad any reafon to bdieve; I aft you to look fai 
upon your own foul, when you anfwer the queftion, that, though 
they might not intend mifchief originally when aflbciated, diey • 
began to intend mifchief? • 

Vol. II. M. J. Noj 



J. No ; I never did. 
" ^ Whien was it that your meetings began to be flircateftcd 
with interruption I 

A. It was about the month of April, I &ncy ; as near as I can 
guefs, the beginning of April or March> 1794. 

^. Do you remember the time when the Convention was to 
nreet in Edinburgh ? • 
A. Yes. 

^ Was there any thing propofed by the fociety of which 
you were a member, or did you ever hear any thing laid, or fee 
any thing done to the efFeft, that this Conventiori was to put 
down the King, and the Upper Houfe, and to be itfelf the King 
and the Parliament ? 
• ^. Never* 

^ Did it ever enter into your conception, that this Con«^ 
vention was to make laws for the public, or perform the funftions 
of any part of the State ? 

A* No 5 I never underftood it fo. 

^ Was it then to confider, what would be the beft means, in 
a legal manner, to f ffeft a change in the rcprefentation of the 
f)eople, in the Houfe of Commons I 

A^ By petitioning • Parliament, at the meeting of the Scotch 
Convention; that was the idea that the Sheffield Society had, at 
that time. 

^. Whedier it was not univerfally faid, among your fodcty, 
^I am follo\^ing Mr. Law's queftion) thatj though a petition 
from a fmall number of individuals would be negleSed, and 
therefore you laid afide petitioning, whether it was not the general 
declarations,*.— I am not fpeaking of men's fecret ideas, but as far 
lis they were manifefted,— that when you had got the fentimenti 
of a great number of a refpeftable part of the people, and were 
then to petition, at a Convention, that the Houfe of Commons 
would attend to your petition, though they Would not attend to a 
petition from a fmall body of men ? 
. A Yes. 

^ Was that your idea ? • 

; "A. ; At that time it was. 

5 ^. Was 
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,: ^ Was tiiat^ upon your oath, what you coUcSed to be the 
general fentiments of the people ? 

J, Yes, it was ; and my own ideas. 

^ Was you, while you continued a member pf the fociety, 
and up to the time that you was taken up, really a friend to 
the Britifh Conftitution, in its purity ? 

A Yes, I was. 

^. Had you any wifh to bring into England, the defolations 
and the anarchies that are in France ? 

ji. No; never. 
. ^ Had you a wifh to fee the King put down from his throne, 
we will not even talk of his death, but had you a wifh to fee 
the King, and the Royal Family, put down frgm their ftate and 
dignity ? • 

A No ; God forbid that I fhould ever live to fee it. 

^ Should not you have thought yourfelf the moft wicked 
and abandoned of mankind, if you had remained an hour in that 
fociety, if you had thought that the wifh of that fociety ? 

A Yes ; I fhould have thought fo. 

^ Did you, from what you faw, or from what you heard, 
fufpe<5l that to be behind the curtain, and the intentions of thofe 
people, though they expreffe'd themfelves differently ? 

Afr, Gar row, I mufl beg to obje£l to that queflign; it is 
for the jury, what this man fufpe£led was behind the curtain. 

Jldr. Attorney General. I certainly will not objeft to it — - 
I defire to be underflood, that I, by no means, agree that it is a 
queflion that could be put, unlefs I confented to it. 

Mr. *ErJkine. - And I am much more pleafed to accept it, 
upon the Attorney General's declaration now, than to argue the 
point, whatever might be my own opinion concerning it — Then, 
from vrfiat you obferved, faw, and heard, had you any reafon to 
believe then, or do you now believe, that, though the papers that 
were figned carried upon the faces 6f them parliamentary reform, 
as you h^ve . exprefTed it, that there was an intention, in point 
of h£i^ to deflroy the Conftitution of Great-Britain ? 

A. Nos I never had reafon, in my life, to believe any fuch 
thing. 

Ma ^^. You 
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^ Yoa fay, for th6 firft time, you begaii to b^ ihtermpled 
in your proceedings, in 179J? 

A. Yes, 

^. What were the nature of Ae threats you i;eceived, and 
what were you afraid of? 

A, We were afraid of the oppofite party makmg an attack 
, upon us in our meetings, or out of doors. 

^. What db you mean by the oppofite party^ the King tod 
Parliament, or the people in Sheffield, of a different opinion ? 

A, The people in Sheffield, of a different opinion. 

^. You were afraid of the oppofite party, of the people who 
ftought differently from you, that they intended to perfccute you ? 

A, Yes. 

\^. Did you believe, at the time you was threatened to be in- 
terrupted, that you were doing what was legal ? 

A, Yes; we believed we were doing every diing that was 
legal. 

^ Did you, for one, believe you was doing what was legal ? 

A. Yes; I did not know that I was committing any Aing 
that was wrong. I never heard that any thing was not ri^t. 

^ What was the nature of the apprehenfion that you had, afr 
the time that Mr. Yorke propofed your having arms to defend 
yourfelves ? 

A, The opinion I had was, that the people,, if ^ey meant 
to attack us, would do it by force of arms themfdves.. 

^. What people ? 

A* The oppofite party to us in Sheffield. 

^ Had you any other intention, or from all that you heard 
in your fociety,'from Mr. Yorke himfelf, or any body in your 
(bciety, that any other ufe was intended to be made of theie three 
dozen of pikes, or any thing elfe you had, but merely to defend 
yourfelves ? 

A, Nothing elfe. 

^. Do you believe, from any thiqg you heard or fiw, tiiat it, 
was in the contemplation of any body to employ thefe pikes, oir 
any other arms, againfl the Xing and the Parliament ? 

A. No; never. 

I ^ Would 
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^. Would you have rctxiained an houf in tt^at foqiety, if you 
had any reafon to fee, that that was die ufe intei^ied to be made 
of thofe arms ? 

jf. No ; J would not. 

J^ Did you believe-^I am not afking ypu the law, for ycni 
cannot be fuppofed to know any thing* of the kw — Did you 
believe that you had a right to arms for your defence, under the 
Jaw of your country ? 

jf. I did believe I had. 

^ Under what law ? 

jf. By the Bill of Rights, 

J^ Was that die manner im^hicih the right to have thefe arms 
was debated in your focieity ? 

>£ I do not remember kny debate^ 

^ But was any thing iaid abaut your right to have arms, if 
you were attacked by malicious people ? 

j/» We bought we bad a right to defend ourfelves, founded 
upon the Bill of iSights, againft any ^ thofe people that might 
attack us. 

Mr. Attorney General. Wko told you that you bad that 

A I have heard Mc Yorke fay fa 

Mr. Erjkine. Was it ever debated amongft you, that, if 
yen were commanded by the whole authority of the State, that 
you was to raife arms amongft the pe<^e to fupport the authority 
of your Convention as a Parliament? 

A. No; I nearer heard that debated. 

^. Was there ever any hint, that the laws were to be made 
by thpfe twenty or thirty people at Edinburgh ? 

A. No; I never heard any fuch thing, 

j^. What did you confider thefe people at Edinburgh were to 
^o, who were a Convention from thefe different focieties ? 

j1. I cannot fpeak to What dieir bufinefs was when met to* 
jgethc:r. 

^ Were they to coqfider what were die beft means to go on, 
in a legal and peaceable manner, to obtain a Parliamentary 
Reform? . . • 

M } Jt I fuppofed 
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A, I fuppofed fo ; I underftood it (b. 

^. Did you know Mr. Hardy ? 

J. I never did. 

^. Did you really think^ that you were contending for rights 
that rendered more fecure, and more permanent, the King's title ? 

A. I did; I always fooked upon it as fuch. 

J^. Do you recoUe£fc why that particular fpccies of arms was 
recommended, or any thing faid about thefe pikes ? 

A. I believe it was the cheapnefs of the article, 

^ You faw a model of this cat ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Was you an inhabitant of Sheffield at that time ? 

A. Yes, 

J^ Did you ever fee fuch a thing, or know Aat there was any- 
one made from that model ? 

A. No ; I never did. 

J^. Did you ever fee fuch a one in the kingdom of Great* 
Britain ? 

A. The perfon I got it of faid he had feen fuch things, marry 
years before, at Newcaftle. 

J^. But you never faw, nor none of your fociety, to your 
knowledge, ever faw any rnftrumcnt made after this model ? 

A* .No ; not that I know of. 

William Carnage. 
Re-examined by J/r, Attorney General, 

^ You fay this man told you he had feen fome of thefe 
night-cats at Newcaftle ? 

A. Yes. . 

^ Did he tell you at whattime, in the hiftory of his life, he 
had feen them there ? 

-^. It was durlr^g his life time. 

^ Was it at any particular period of the hiftory of the 
country, did he tell you ? 

A. No; he did not mention the year he bad feeixthem in* 

^ You know what I mean perfeSly well. — Did he tell you 
what was going on in the country, at the time he faw then\ at 
Newcaftle-? 
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A* I do not recolle£t that he did.-^-I think he faid it was fiime 
time about the American war 5 — about the clofe of it. 

^ You fay you cxpeftcd oppofition from the other party, 
at Sheffield? 

^. Ye^ :'^ 

J^ How came you and Davifon to fend a lettet about fending 
pikes to London, in order to oppofe tlie other party at Sheffield ?. 

A» It was Davifon fent the letter. 

^. So Davifon fent a letter to London about pikes, you 
thinking they were to oppofe the other party at Sheffield ? . . 

A, He might have the fame«views in it for the people of 
London, as for the people at Sheffield \ 

^ You have talked aboutcavalry $-• ^what were theoppofite 
•party at Sheffield; who were to attack you with cavalry I 

A. I do not know. 

J^ Why, what cavalry was this night-cat for ? . 

A, It was only a model of one ;^4 never iaw any made>-»it 
was never to be put in execution. i 

SI* How came you to talk about cavalry ? 

A^ It was whJn he was talking atout the ufe of it. . . 

J^. Your opinion was about the oppofite party at Sheffield, 
smd Davifon'« opinion, of courfe^ about the oppofite party in 
London.^ 

A. Yes. 

J^. That is what he calls the bare-faced Ariftocracy of the 
prefent Adminiftration ? 
• A. He called it fo. * 

^. What did you underftand by that, when he fhowed you 
this letter, before he fent it to Londw, abgwt die pikes, upon 
your oath ? 

A. I only, upon my oath, underftood that he meant the oppofite 
party. * ' . 

^ Why thi$ Davifon, who meant as little as you did, was not 
fo bold as you, for he ran away a fortnight before you were 
taken up ? . 

. A Yes- 

^, How came he todp that ? 

M> A. Ibeliwc 
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'JL I believe he heard of feme perTons being in ShefiLbld«— 
that was the report. 

^ And fo he ^ou^t fo little about Ml tnnoGent thing of 
the oppofite party, that he ran away ? 

A. I cannot give any other reafon. 

^. You toM us that the chttipnefi of the article was the 
realbn Y/tky you diought of pikes ? 
V. Yes. 

Si* How much was the handle and the blade ^ coft i 

A. Twenty'-pence, I bdieve. 
. Sl» So that thirtcen«pence would not pay for them ? 

A. The hoop and the blade would oome ^ that by ^emietyci. 

^. If die blade and the hoop had ceme to London, at die 
price of one jfliillingt there wouU be Ibme qnorr 0%p€»xce to pay, 
that fome body dfe muft provide for ? 

A* Yes; there wiouldbetbefliafttoit, 

•^ JQid you ever hear of iM) % pl^oe as tke P.am>t, in Q^n 
Harbour Allgr^ London? 

A* No; I did not. 

^ Never? 

A. No; I never did. 

^ Had you any convear&tion pithPavifeii aho^ tMe pike^i 
after he fhowed you diis letter ? . - 

A. I^ do not recoiled): that I had any converfation widi him 
9t the time» 

^. But after? 

A. No; ])ot that I can bring to my recoUe^^ wjbat it 
waSf 

WiUiam Brnmhiad (iworn.) 

Examined by Mr* Garrow, 

^ You refide at Sheffield, I believe ? , ' • 
A Yes. 

;^- Whatwyo^bytofinefe? . ' 

A. A Cutler, : : 

J^. Was you a member of any ibciety at Sheffield^ Mfhidi hadU 
the name of th^ Conftitutional Sodkty i 

. A Yes. 
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( A. Yes. 

J^. At wli^t tunc 4id ypu biecQiBe a mengiber of it ? 

4. At Ae ;firft inftit^tipn of the fociety, I think in ^e year 
1791, when the fociety was firft igilituted. 

^ Was you one pf tw^ve of that ibciety which were after- 
wards aflbciated with the Conftitutional Society of London ? 

/. I was not then a aaember of wy cprntnittee, por did I a£l 
jn any public diarader. 

J^. .That is not the queftion that I put to yi^ j I afk, yrh^thef 
at any tune you became an j^^ciated member of a fociety m 
London, called the Conftitutional Society ? 

A^ J never was a member of the Conftitutional. Society in 
Loodem* 

^ I did not afk you whether you were or not, but whether 
you wieie one of the twely.e of the Sheffield Society who were 
aflbciated with the Conftitutional Society in London ? 

A. We were above twelve, whoa that Society was wrote to, 
aivldifireforeJjdoai0tittided(fauQdthe queftioa. 

^. I will explain the queftion to you : your fociety at ShdT- 
field were more numerous than twdve ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Ajod when youiu^i^ naore nutnotoiis than twelve, 'the Con« 
.flitutional Society in London were written tf> by your fociety-^ 
Do you agree io far with me ? 

A. Yes, 

^ Did your Jodety, wbeA you wrote -to the other fociety,' 
pmpofe aay names of pedbns to be aflbciated with the fociety 
in London ? 

Ay I never beard ^iat:fiibjeft 4>okfi& <^, nor any letter to that 
{>iir|K)fe« 

j^. Did you Jcnow wJbeiiier you, or a^jiy odier |ierfons of the 
Sheffield Society, wqp s^ccived as aftbciated members of the 
Cooftitutioaal ;Sockcy in jLtoodbn I 

A. I do not roQfdiefi any fudi perfons being conftkuted.i 
teembor fi ife CmititaHood Bodstf in Latndon; I dp not xc^ 
ftjif fe I k^m ^ im wliTJfr xf agr fucfa matter. 
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^ Do I undcrftan4 you right, that you do recolleflr fudi a 
propofition irioving from your fociety to the London Society? 

jf. Letters were wrote from one (bciety to the other. 

J^ Propofing fuch a meafure ? 

A I underftood that they afted in conjunSton; I always un- 
derftood it as fuch. 

^ Did I underftand-you right, thatoneofthemode»by which 
that a£ling in conjunftion was to be brought about, was, that ft 
certain number of you fociety fhould be aflbciated with the 
London Conftitutional Society, for the purpofes of general coik 
junSive afting ? 

J. I do not know that any fuch- fubjeft was ever fettled ; I 
know no farther of the junction of the fociety but what pafled by 
fetter. • ' ' 

^ Did you at any time a£t as a fecretary to the fociety at 
Sheffield ? • • ' ^ 

jf. Yes, about five )nonths. 

^ Was that the five months kft befiarc you were aj^rehendedi 
' J. Y^fe. . ^ 

^ When was you apprehended i . . 

A. I think in May laft. 
' J^ Be fo good as tell us for what purpofe your Conftitutional 
Society were aiT^mbled, and what the profeifedobjedl of their 
affembling was ? • 

A, The objeft was a Parliainentary Reform. 

^. By what means was that Reform to be effeiSed I 

A* By meeting and endeavouring to enlighten each other, and 
fpread the knowledge both of the grievances which we. confideredy 
to exift, or which were frequently /wotote of and ^ken o^. and 
informing the people of the neccffity of a Reform, that they might 
unitedly move for it in the beft &nd moil unexoeptionafale mode* 

^. Was there any peculiar mode by which the dedion of 
members to the H^ufe of Commons was to be 6ffe£ted> accoidix)g 
*t6 your propofition as to the righ^of voting. \ : 

A. That fubjed was n^ver difdnfied xa m-y Icnowlei^e. 

A. I expe& I am. 

^ Waa 
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^ Was It or not the fcheme of the Conftitutional Sodeijr at 
SheiHeld, that a reform was to be produced by univerial fuffragtf^ 

jf. It never'was, as far as my recolle£don of it ; it never was 
until the Edinburgh Convention, I never heard of univerfal fuf- 
frage until that time- 

^ Was the circumftance of the Edinburgh Conrention knxmn 
to the Conftitutional Society at Sheffield ? 
. jf. They fent a delegate and therefore certainly they muft' 
know It, 

^ Who was their delegate at the Convention at Edinburgh? 

jf. Matthew Campbell Brown ; but I was not&cretary at that 
time; they called upon me to take upon me the fecretaryibipjnft 
after he was gone to Edinburgh. 

j^. Do you know a perfon of the name of Henry Yorke i 

jf, I know a perfon who goes by that fiame, 

^ Perhaps you know him by another name? 

A' I have heard another name i 

^ What is it? 

J. Henry Redhead. , 

^. And who likewife goes by the name of Yorke f 

J. Yes. 

^ Did Yorke or Redhead ever refide at Sheffield ? 

jf. Several times he has been at Sheffield. 

^ Did he refide there for any time i 

A. This laft time I do not exactly know how long ; may be 
fix weeks, or feven or eight weeks. 

^ Do you know a perfon of the name of G?ile, a printer at 
Sheffield ? 

A. Very well, 

^ Mr. Yorke was not a fettled inhabitant of .Sheffiel<l, 
was he ? 

A. No. 

^. Did he attend the Meetings of- the Conftitutional Society 
at Sheffield ? ^ \ ' 

A He- attended almoft every weekly Meeting during his laft 
vifit td Sheffield. 

'^..As he v/as not a fettled inhabitant of Sheffield, in what 

charader 
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chara£br did Mr. Yorke> during his laft vHit, attend regularly die 
ixneekly Meetings of the fociety i 

J. They coi^dering him as a man of confiderable abilities, 
and as an orator, paid great refped to him, and he ufed to attend 
conftantly once avreek at the Meeting which was called the com- 
mittee; but it was not properly a committeei for the time of the 
expiration of the cobmittee which was before, was elapfed, aiid 
anoth<sr was not chofe, and fijch peribns who had been on the 
committee were admitted principally on account of Mr. Yorke 
being at Sheffield? 

^ You have given me a good reafon why be fliould be treated 
wi^relpedwfaenhe wastbere; that he was a man of talents and 
an orator \ but I a(k In what charader he came there? 

J. I am totally unacquainted with that, for he did not bring 
apy letter to us ; I have heardfay-^ 

^ Did you ever hear him himfelf fay > 

J. No ; I never had any converiation with him upon it. 

^ You never heard from himfelf then in what charafler he 
came there ? 

A. No, 

^. But being there, you difcovered he had 'great talents^ and 
was an orator ? 

A. Yes, 

^ Did he take any part in the managemem of the bufinefs of 
the fociety ? 

J. He wrote feveral pamphlets while at Sheffield, and at feveral 
times brought fome part, if not the whole of thefe pamphlets, in 
manufcript, to thefe meetings to be read. 

^ Do you fpeak now of the weekly Meetings, which were 
improperly called committees i 

A Yes. 

J^. Where were thefe Meetings held i 

J. At my houfe ? 

^ You had a commodious room there probably ? 

A. It vras a fmall room where tfeefe Meetings met, but there 
was a large room when a great number met. 

J?; The 
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$[. The Meeting w» improperiy called a i6amAtty v^en 
they met in a fma& room i 

A. Yes. 

^. How often was the other room ufed ? 

A. Some two, three, or four times ; I do not recdle£t how 
many during his laft vifit^ 

j^ Was there in that room any preparation for die more com-- 
modious exercife of the talents of oratory of Mr* Yorke ? 

A, Yes. 

^. What? 

A. A little matter erected to elevate the ipeaker. 

^ What was that called, thsft we may have a name to put 
^own in our notes ? • 

A. Some called it one thing-, feme called it anodier* 
- ^ What did you call it, for inftance ? . 

A. I never called it any thing.. 

j^- What was the more general name &r it in the ibciety ? 

A, Some called it the pulpit^ fome the tribune^ but it n^er 
Was chriftened ? 

^. But it was a commodious elevation £i>r the (M-ator, and 
feme called it a pulpit, others a tribune f 

A. Yes. 

^ And from* this tribune Mr» Yorke addrefied the fociety I . 

A. He did. 

^ Befides tho^ Meetings improperly called committees, and 
ihofe Meetings in which the tribtmie was, do you^emember zof 
Meeting upon the Cdtle-hill I 

A/ Very well* 

^ Was that of tfce date of the 7th of April ? 

A. I do not juftly recoUe£t the day, but I was there.. 

^ Was Mr. Yorke ther« f 

A. Yes, 

^ Did he there, exerciie himfelf in addreffing the people ? 

J. Yes. 

^ In what f<»-t of manner and langti^f 

A^ He had a book in his hand wrote by Locke^ and he; 
expatiated very largely oa the coxxuptioa tba( had ciept into^ 

ihe 
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"dicEti^ifiicoaftitutiQfi, or radief the evils which generalljr&re 
complained of, and fhewed there was a deviation, in fome degree, 
fircMn the original conftitution of Great-Britain ; but his manner 
of fpeaking may fometimes lead him to go farther than he dught, 
< ^ Did that unfortunate fatality upon this occafion occur, that 
be did go farther than in your judgment he ou^t ? 

u/. It was agreed upon .that I ihould make a motion. 

J^ Firil anfwer my queflion ; did it appear to you that his 
addrefs that had Locke's book for its text, was more violent, 
and went farther than it ought i 

A. He is peculiarly energetic, and at the feme time very fjefy, 
▼cry wanSy very ftrong ; but at this Meeting I do not know 
that he iaid any thing that ivas detrimental to the conftltutioiial 
law of England — not at this Meeting. 

J^ It was fettled, you faid, that you were to do fomething— t 
fettled by whom I 

A. By Mr. Yorke and Mr. Gale, at a Meeting previous. 
' j^. At one of the coraanittees ? 

A. Yes ; that I ihould make a motion for a Petition to the 
Houfe of Commons, for- a Reform in the Reprefentation of ther 
People. 

^ For what purpofe was you to make that motion as it. was 
fetded? 

A, That it might be over-ruled. 
■ ^ Was it fettled at the committee before-hand then, that a 
motion fhould be made that it might be over-ruled ? 

A. Yes, it was fo agreed upon,, and further for the purpofe of 
introducing another motion in its place. 

J^ Did you make the motion as it had been agreed ? 

A. I did^ for petitioning the Houfe of Commons. 

^ What was done upon your making that motion ? 

A* It was objeflred to with a vie^v of making way for another^ 
which was brought in and carried* 

^ Who was it objeSed to by; who was die objedor ? 

Am There were only four of us, the other member I dp not 
ad prcfcnt recoDea : it was either Henry Yorke, Jofeph Ga|e> or 
iWilUani Caa»gie% .... 

^. You 
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^^ Yoa mean tliere were only four of die comnuttee dnt 
•settended"-* 

A. In the elevation there* . 

J^ There was an elevation then upon the Caftle*hill ? 

A Yes, one of thofe things we called the tribune was carried 
upon the Caftle-hill- 
' ^ Then one of thefe perfons oppofed your motion ? 

A. Yes, 

^ What number of perfons might there be alTembled at this 
Meeting ? 

A Several thoufands ? 

^, A Meeting in the open air ?' 

A. Yes. 

^. Arid then one of thefe perfons oppofed your motion, as it 
had been agreed, for the introdudtion of another ? 

A. Yes. 

^ What was the fubftance of that other motion ? 

A. Inftead of petitioning the Houfe of Commons to petition 
his Majefty, and a Petition was drawn up ; the parchments lay at 
my houfe* 
' J^ Drawn up by whom ? 

A. By Henry Yorke or Redhead. 

^ Was it before or after the Meeting ii\ the open. air, that it 
was drawn up? 

A. Perhaps it might be drawn up before, and read there ; I 
think it wai, but it was not figned till after. 

J^ Then it was left at your houfs for fignatures ? 

A. It was* 

^ Upon the occafion of the introducing this amendment upon 
your propofition, did Mr. Yorke addrefs the Meeting, compof^ 
^ you fay, . of fonje dioufands. * 

• A. Yes, he addrefled them j he introduced that fubjeftof p^- 
tioniftg the King to excrcifehis jpoWer, for a Reform in the Repre-* 
fentation of the People, and thiS Petition was fent up to London 
(to Earl Stanhope, but he did not think proper to prefent it in 
.(hat form. 

J^ J)o you remember a day or two after the Meeting upon the 

Caftle-hill, 



Caftl6-hiII,^betng. in company vMti G^e and Yorke at pur h6akf 
when any application was made to Yorke upon the fubje£l of the 
fpeech he had delivered to the people upon the Caftle-hill ; do 
you rentember any ap{dication to him a day or two afterwards, 
tipon the 6A)jeSt of printing bis fpeech ? 

A I remember fomething being faid to him upon it afi my 
houfe. 

J^. Did he agree to print his fpeech ? 

A Tothcbeftof myrecoUcftion, he£d. 

^ Was it printed ? 

J. It was* 
.^. Did you fee it afterwards in print ? 

J. Yes. 

^ From having heard it upon the Caftlc-hill, cduH you form 
an opinion, whether the pnnted copy which you law irfterwardS) 
was a pretty accurate ftatement of what palled ? 

A The fiibftance of the matter he delivered dicrc, I believe it 
contains. 

^ Was that publiflicd at Sheffield ? 

A Yes. 

^ Do you believe this to be one of thofe publicadons (Jh&ming 
it to the noitnefs) ? 

A, I do. , • 

^. Did you receive afterwards from Yorke, any number of 
thefe*pamphtets for any purpofe ? 

A. I did not receive them from Yorke, but I recehred them at 
Gale's (hop. 

i^. Did you do any thing with them by the direfticm of Yolke ? 

A. \t was by the dire<9:ion of the Meetingy previottt to dieir 
fceing communicated to different perfons. 

^. Do you mean the General Meeting, of thie Private 
H4eeting ? 

A. The Private Meeting dif eScd they iSiould be communicated 
to difiereftt perfons. 

. ^. Did yo^ m e6iifeq[uence, make up ^y packets i^ iftefid» 
and do you believe thefe to be two of the packeas (JbeHoiH^ ibt^ 
U th4 ivitn$fi) ? 

A. They 
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JL Thejrara) diey are direfbd to aoe aceonUag to order. 

j^ How many might you dired in that manneiv io fepanrtf 
packages? 

J. I do not recoiled exadlly, there might be cweAty4biiri or 
more* 

^ What was done with thde, after you hod made ditea v^ 
j^>arately, and addrefled dian to die different pttSoia I 

A* They were lapped up and dir eSed to €ertaia peiftos, tot 
Ihen aU put together in d box; 

^ T0 whom ware they Tent? 

^. Todiebift cff n^ letdleaic^ft they were fetit to Thomaa 
Hardy. 

J^ What was your fituation in life before you.was a|ifdied to 
(0 beeeine the Secretary, of tlui iociety? 
^A*\ iKnaa a liuden 

1^ Waa yciii Working at yoii^ bUfmeft ? 

^ Yea^ tuiitn I had aiqr bufinefs to work ati 

^ Wat yte applied to to btcdmethe Secretaiy) or did yoa 
e^^yforiC? 

A. I was applied to. 

^« By ond.Of tite members, Johii Akocjc }. 

^. Was you paid any ihhig for your ttoiiUe f 

M- Yes* 

^. What was your indbcement to take ^diat officeupoh yoii ? 

^, I (hould not have taken it upon me, if I had not been applied to. 

^ What induced yod to do it ? . . • 

u^» The war deftroyed my bufinefs ? 

^. Am I to underftand that you dM it to.increafi? you): ifl^ans 
#ffiip|fort? 

^. I did. 

^ Di^ it tbme to y6ttr knowledge^ in ydu^ chanidej' as a 
.n^embef <if the: feoietyy ^ oiherwife^. that Acre wefre any p)epa<- 
rations of arms of any fort at Sheffield ? 

A. I heard reports as oflier peofrfe.tdight do^ bttt (hxriKiiely 
avoided meddling, in thought or a£t, with any matter ef t£at ibrt. 

^. Did ydlr m fhe Keiety, orftom the 0ieniBe|?si(ftHdf<iiiiety, 

.Vot.n. N hear 
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hear- ofany projSofition for providing arms, <»r that ahy Wefe in 
preparation ? 

jf. I did, and it is proper that this fhould ht well explained. 

^ Explain that i 

Ai A few days before this Meeting, when it was fpolcen f» 
as being the right crf^Engliflimen to have in their power means of 
defence, a hand-bill, a fpurious hand-bill was pubHfhed in Sfaef* 
iield, with an intention to provoke the focicty to fome unjuftifiable 
meafures, and it was fpoke to in the Meeting, that it was their 
right to have them in their own defence,' and Jofeph Gale fpoke 
to it ; he was the man. This wicked hand-bill was not figned 
by any magiftrate; it was throwed about the town in the dark, 
it caufed an agitation in the minds of Che people, and it was fpoke 
of as being the right of every individual there, to have fuch znk 
fuch arms according to their rights, left any tumult or riot fhould 
break out* I am hajj^y to fpeak of this, and I fliould be happy 
to fee that adverttfement, with what was faid at' this Meeting, 
whidi was publiihed in the Sheffield paper the week after. 

^ Was this hand-bill diftributed previous to the Meeting upon 
the Caftle-hill ? 

A. To the beft of my recdleftion it was after that Meeting. 

^. Was the fubjedl of procuring aims publickly diicufled or 
in the private Meetings of the fociety f . , 

A. It was at a public Meeting Mr. Gale fpoke of our rights^ 

^ A Meeting ia your large room ? 

^. Yes. 

J^ A public Meeting of the fociety ? 

A. Yes. 

^ By the fodety only ? . . 

A. There were many others, that were not memb^ there, as 
well as others. ,^ .' . - 

, SI* How did. diey come ; were they introduced by members ? 

A. The tickets were not regularly delivered, I believe, 'at 
that time. 

. J^. Then members introduced vifftors ? 
. -A'. Yes* 
, J^ Did yottiee any arms, or any model of any ? 

5 An Inever 
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A. I never iaw a pike till I law one when I W4S broughfe^ to 
London* 

J^ What fort of arms were they that were talked of, as fit to . 
be had for the purpofes ftated ? 

. J. Pikes wer^ talked of, but I never faw one till I was brought 
to London. 

, S^ I do not kno\^ Avbcther you beard any diing of the night* 
c^ts? 

A^ I faw a model of one, but it was only like the pby thing of a 
child. , 

^ ^ Now we will hay? an account of the manner In which chil- 
dren play at ShefHeld, what fort of an inflrument was it ? ^ 
A. A little inftrument flanding up- with a point about one inch 

One of the Jury. It was in a ball was it not ? , 

^. No, . 

Afr. Garrow. It had-four crofs pcrijits ? * 

Juryman. Were there only four of thefe ? 

A. I think, there were four. 

Mr. Garrow. So that if you threw it down it always prefented 
a point. . . 

A. That did. 

^. How long is that point ? .....'. 

A* This was about three quarters of an inch. 

^ Only made jufl to fhow what the ibrt of thing was ? / , 

A. Yes. 
* .^ Was there any other purpofe for which thefc infiruments . 
were fpoken of in the fociety to be nude, except playing with 
them as children ? 

A. Never any mention made of them in the fociety at all. 

J^ Where did you fee the model ? 

y/. At the houfe of one Benjamin Dunn. 

^ .Was he a member of the fociety ? 

A, Yes, but it was not he that produced it. 

^ Who produced it at bis houfe ? . - . . . 

A. I think they call him Charles Rhodes. 

^ . Had you ever feen fuch a thing before \ 

Na 'a.\ 



^ You ostturaUy were led to afk its tife and the purpol^ ^ 
"Which it yns to be conftrufted* What was ftated to be the fm* 
poie of this play thing ? 

j^ I d6 nor ttcoUeA any conve£&ti«tt upon that head), but it 
was taken and thrown upon the floor* 

' ^ Was that ad of throwihg it on. the ffoor, and of cottdo 
its prefenting one of its points accompaniied by no defbripdon 
of the xsk it mightbe applied to, befides playbg with it? 

A What might be faid that night might not be ferious. 

^ WhenteHcingof a play thing one is notferious; noWtftri^ 
ous or not, what was £dd of it ? 
' J. Nothing was ibid, but he brought it to ihow tfaem. 

^ What was laid, ferious or not ferious, as to die uft t» 
whidi that might or could or was intended to be applied? 

X I cannot call to mind ai^^ing that was taii^yhnt diis onlyi 
i&at he came to fhow them that liich a little boy> whofe name be 
mentioned^ihad made it and fliowed itthenu « ' 

^ Was it called by any name I 

A I heardno name of it till I came to London^, diere it was 
called a Cat. 

j^. A nights Cat^ oj^dayCaty or anything of Aat kind ? 

jt. I heard no name whatever.- 

^ Was there any conver&tion at tiiat time when it was tbrownr 
upon the Boot about Cavaky ? 

J^ I do not recoiled any con/verfation at all, but mcrcljr 
tfte Arowing it upon die Soor, 

' ^ You ikid juft new that the converfadon fiicB as itwas, m^g^t 
not be ferious ? * 

J. No„}aughing at it. 

J^.. Upon your oath was* diere any conrei&tlonr feiious oc Jiot 
with refped to. Cavabry or die. town of Newcaftlc f 

v/. Newcaftle was not mentioned dierc>, it was not at the fime 
plaee I apprehend*. 

.^ Where was it diat ther^was cdmrerfidon about tiKe towtt 
of NewcaiHe ? • 

J, I know nodiing ^ut any comver&don about Newcaffk; 

^. Upoa 
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* J^. Upon jaar oadi waft jou nercr ptefeflit vAm ftot m^del 
i¥as produced, and ni^en there «9tatfottv«ifirtioiiibovlNf«rf 
CjrfUef 

if. Upon my oafh I never was. 
' ^ Then yw nevor heard any cotivtifttita it ShrflkU sdb^ut 
Ait m^t Cat or this modd of a nigfat Cat witiiitQseft t^ Ca^ 
rahy? 

i£. I do not recoiled anyitonvecGuion about its ufebut atoer^ 
trifling ddultorypleafmghrregularconrcifatioowith one another. 

^ Now that triiing pleafing dcfulaorjr irregular eoorerfiiuon 
I Want to have I 

u£ I am fuce I cannot recalled i^ if I could reedleft it I 
would. 
' ^ Try»4oaothftnyyourieIf? 

ii I cannot retotted any diing that was hU^ mdy his talcing «t 
^ut of bis pockety (bowing it us, and thraimng iton the flote » these 
Uta no regular conver&tion, no ddiate i^^iatever about iL 

J^ And the nature of the defultory obfervations (hat wexp 
made you do ii<^ reccjled i 

Ai He (bowed Jt to the company as being ^ prodisdion of a 
f)oy, a'diild, I remember that perfedly well 

^ It was a thing ]diat you hw} nerer feen ar^ thing like bd- 
fore? 

A. I believe I never had, 

j^ You contented yourfelf wtdi fteing k dirowft down^* and 
Rooking at one of its points ? . 

A. I had noting to do with it whatever^ 

^. You told me thAt at i^e meetings at the Ca<Bc*HIIl, Air. 
Yorke, though in general warm and i^oer^etic, and difpoTed to iky 
ftrong things, did not (ay any thing that was detrimental to the 
Couftitutiona) Law of England, was you^preient al anyodier 
Jlheedng where hts fp€»rehes were not quite of that diaraifter ?> 

A, I have been prefent at other meetings when he Jias not been 
£> well guarded as he was at that meeting, 

^ Perhaps thofe might be meetings of the (bciety only ? . 

A. iSo called, of the fociety onty, 

^ But with yifitors admitted, be fogood as tell us the Cendancy ' 
<^'> N 3 of 
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of his difcoarres wheH h^ rather gave himfelf llbertj, when hefoU 
lowed d)oimpulfe of l^&natiiFei ^ '^ 

A. If I had noted them down I might have been able td have 
repeated them. 

- '^ I do hot kicpedl you fhoid^- give us them in his manner or 
pr«ciie vn>rds, but give, us the. fubftahce and eflfed of thofe es^preff 
lions which appeared to you to be unguarded ? 

• A I donotjuftly recolloftat prcfcnt. 
. Si* Endeavour to rccoUea ? . 

- A. I may have^heard him when^onverfingin thofe meetings, 
fometimes he was very warm to be fure, and miglit drop unguarded 
cxpreflions, . ... * 

^. Such as what unguarded expreflions ? 

A, Comparing what he loolded upon to be the grievjuvrcs under 
rwbichwe laboured, with the privileges which EngUihmen once 
cnjoyed,.he might ftep but of the way, 

^ What expreffions did he ufe whicbappeared to you to be urti- 
guarded.^ 

A, I heard him ufe one expreffion, but for my own part I wiU 

4not prefUme to put a comment upon it, he expreffed himfelf to 

this purport, that we were^n a low defpicable fituation, and rather 

than fubmit he would go up to I-rondpn wi^h the peopl? there 

prefent, 

J^ Who were w^ ? • 
* A. We Englifhmen were in fuch a condition, that rather than 
fubmit to it he would go up to I^ondon with the people there prer 
fent, but he did not fay for what. 

^ How many were the People prefent with whom Mrl Yorke 
was. to come up rather thaii to fubmit to the degraded ftate in 
which the People of England were I 

A. There might be perhaps 1 50 or perhaps 200. 

J^. Was this at one of the nieetings of rfie fociety ? 

A* With fome others, 

^. One of the general meetings ? ' * 

A. Yes, » • 

^. Compofed of members of the fodety and of others ? 

4 Yes, .^ • / • ^ 
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One of the Jury. He would go up with them to LondoHi vxi 
i^hatthen? 
A He did not draw any inference. 

Mr, G arrow. Was that after you had heard any tUng upon the 
fubjeft of arming ? 

A. Ithinkit was before, to the beftofmymetxiory it was before 
that, but I am not perfe(^y clear in (hat. 
^ Was that delivered from the Tribune ? 
A. Delivered from the place which was fometimes called fo? 
and fometimes called a pulpit. , 

^ It was from the orator's elevation that this fpeech was de- 
livered? 
A Yes. 

^ Perhaps having brought that to your memory, may enable 
you to recoUe^l fome other accompanying expr^flions ? 

A. lAo not recoUcft any other that gave me any pain at die 
time, what was tfaecaufe of my remembering that, was the paia I 
felt at the time. 

^ What was it that occafioned any feniation of pain in you at 
that declaration of Mr. Yorke ? 
. jl. Why, I fearGod and honour die king. 
. ^. And therefore you felt pain at that dedaradon of Mr. Yorke's? 
A. Yes. 

^ Now, either at that or any other of diefe meedngs, dp yau 
fecolleA any of diefe expreffions of Mr. Yorke ? 
.. A. I do not recplie£t any expreffions that fi> ftruck me as tfaati 
. ^ I do not. know whether you have ktn dus ^per befo^e^ 
(Jbiwing the Wftn^s a printed paper ?) 
A. I never law this, but I few one from which this was t^eiu 
^ Have you fecn a pamphlet of which ypu believe dvit to be 
one copy? 
A. Yes. 

^. Look at this, (fl>ewing the witnefs another prlnifd pan^bkf^ 
the Fqft^day^ as obferuid at Sheffield) have you fe^ that bc^e I . 
Jf I have. 

^. Da you remember , the drcumflanc^ jDf a prociamatida for % 
lentral ^ to be held die 28di February X794 ? . . 

N4 ^.Vrt, 



at Sheffield? 
y. Itw^iM.i«4e.0siffieH^ 
^ Where ymki 

JL At the Tofkof di^ Tofi!m ill axiod^r plaMt 

^ In the open air ? 

J. Yes, 

J^ W^youthepe? 

Ai I TOtS, 

/ Jj^. What numhia of ftKlfim if> fe»^ 

for the purpofe of obiervingthatisift I • 

jf. Not fo many*-^ 

Lcatd Chief Juftice Eyn. How is tb»m^imt 

il^r. JtUrney Gen^Ml, Your Lordihip will vccoQeft- lliat «t^ 
TOtd a refQli\txdn from the books o^ ^ Conftitutioaa) S/3ciety,^ 
tliankipg. the Peppte of Sheffield for the manao: in wiiich they- but 
fpentthefaft day. 

« .M^^ G^r^. Witbtbis adjdition> diat the printed paper in my 
hand was found in the prifoner's pbfleffion. 

Broombead. I canno( aibevtaxn the number, biuthe^viere not 
fo many as upon the Caftk Hill.. 

\^. About how many do you think might be aiTcmbkd I 

jts, 1 cannot teU properly, there might he a ^ou£m4«Ftwo.t 

^ Tell us the manner in which, you, tpgedier with th»t aflfan*. 
bfy- of a thojufimd 00 two^ celebrated that &ft } i& tibe manner in^ 
v^ikh-it isteprefiuited ia^pru^^P^V^^batl (bow«d to |i>u 
conefi? 

>-A To^the befl of my' knowledge it is. _ ^ 

^ What n»ght di( numbei ^ yoi|r SIpaetT^^ seipprly ii^ca^ct 
amount to I 

A. Nearly 600, more or lefs. 

^ Ar^youdiyi^iivbo^Nfion^? 

A^ Siicbamode^has^ been a^vifi^Vul WAS 11(0^ rcgH^ 

^ By whpm had that mode been advifed \ 
«^ I4#AOir«o0lfed bfjaw^ tlp» w» #rafcd:I Wfbfp >tfq»I: 
ll^as a member* • - i , •.:;:..** 
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^. Do you diink that 600 wm th^ fiili tmooftf of die memfwrs 
^fMif Society at ita greateft eictent} <b yoii believe it ^er 
amounted to 2000 1 

A. Nofuch thiQgy faeca\rfe X wrote ^tickets down, 

J^ The diftributioa intgi divifiw^ QV fe^QQS waa not fego« 
larly exec\)te4 f 

4 No. 

^. What ^iradooe towards diat) 

i£ Thore were a kind of books delivered, called diftrlfl books ^ 
ftey were not regularly attended to, that \% all I can fay about it, 

J^. Whsrt was the objcft of the dift^bution of thcfc diftri<^ 
books^ where did they iflue from ? 

A. They were printed by Jofcph Qale. 

^. By whofe direftions ? 

A. They wgre printed before I joined them'. 
' ^. Were the foeiety's books priqted by Gafe^* oi\e of your 
members, a printer at She^eld ? 

A, Yes; 

^. To whatperfcois Syere diey diftributed, ^d fcxr what piir-i 
pofe ? 

A. T4ie members of the fociety^ divided into as we may ternx 
them fedions, they were called diftrifts, 

J^ What vras to be the mode in which thefe diftrifts of th^ 
(ociety, were to aiTemble ^emfelves f 

A* They were to nieet, if they thoi^ht proper, to coUe<S^ 
|»^mies a vreek principally, ^ penny a week from each menjber'. 

^ Were there any regular periods at which' the feveral (co- 
lons or divifions were to conynunicate iuoAC general Afrembly,^ 
or was that left to an emergency ? 
. A. Sueh a thing was mentioned, but it never was ej^ecuted. 

J^ What was mentioned, but not executed \ 

AL About thefe peripns meeting to whom the book was ddi-^ 
yered, bi^t it was never put iii praSice, 

^ So that tht' diftri£t meetings were hot (o regularly atteade(| 
to, if I i^iderftand you> as the general meetings of the foQi^ty ? 

wf. No) not properly attended to^ 

it '' Mr, 
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Mf^, Bdward Lauzupij called* . 
^ LookatthefePamplcts(theFafl:-dayasobfen''cdatShcffieH, 
aiid a ferious leSure) where did you find them ? 
A, I found both thcfc in Mr. Hardy's Houfc. 

' Mr.' Garrow to TP^Uiam Broomhead. 

^ After the ferious ledhire was read, there was anhyimi pre- 
pared I believe ? 

>/. Yes. 

jg. Who prepared that Hymn ? 

/t Gale printed it, 

J^ Who compofed it ? 

A. I believe it was compoied by one Montgomery, 

^ That was fung in full chorus by th« whole aflembly ? 

A* Yes it was fung. 

^ By whofe order were thefe two pamphlets printed and 
publifhed i 

A. I believe they were printed by Jofeph Gale. 

^. By whofe order, and at whofe expeuce ? 

A. They were fold. 

^. But ther« i^ an expence incurred, in printing aud publiih^ 
ing before the fale reimburfes ? 

A. Jofeph Gale did not receive any money before the (ale, * 

j^. Who ordered it to be printed ? 

A* I believe it was a private matter. 

^ Who furpifhed tl^ copy to Gale ? 

jt. I do not know for certain, 

J^. Who read the Jefture ? 

A. A gentleman from Hallifex, 

^ Do you know of any proceedings of thg fociety, of the com- 
mittee, or of Yorke, refpefting printing aiid publifhing thefe two 
pamphlets? 

^ I do not recollecS any at prefeiit, 

ig. Were they in general diftributed through i;ho town of 
SheiSeld ? ' ^ 

A. They were fold, . 

^ Do you know of your own l^nowledge whether the fale was 
extenfive or not ? ^ ^ j 
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A. I Alnk not very extenfivel 

J^. There Is a prayer/ ^ocompofed that do }tou know? 

^. MyfeJf. 

J^. Who was that delivered by ? 

A. Bymyfelf. 

' ^. From notes, or extempore ? 

A. It was extempore. 

^. You had written it, and committed it to memory, perhaps ? 

A. Yes. 

J^. What became of your copy ? 

A, Indeed, I do not knows I took no account of it; it was 
delivered to be printed^ 

J^ By whofe diredions ? 

A. I do not recoUe^ti it was at a private meeting that that 
was fpoken of* • • 

SI* A private meeting of what ? 

A. Several members of the fociety, 

^ Tell me, if you knpw th^ names, John Paine, of Nem^ 
Ml? 

A. I have heard the name, but I do not know the peifon. 

^ Was he a member of the fociety ? 

A» I believe he might be* 

Mr. Garrow. It is in evidence, that he was oue of thoA 
fcnt up by their Secretary to the London Socioty^ 

^ You knpw Jofeph Gale i 

A. Yes. 

^ He was ^ member ? • 

A. Yes.* 

^ And Jofeph Smith ? 
• J. Yes. 

^. And David' Martin? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Garrow. It is not worth while going through the 
|iames ; they were fent up to the Conftitutional Society, to b^ 
^^Jiated with them, which is prpof that they were members. 
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fixtr^at rtaifrm if frinHd fam^hkt^ 4ntkkd, ^ Froceedifigs 
^ of ^ Public Meeting) hiU at Sbiffiild^ in fbt ofnt Jir^ 
" on the jtb of April, 17941" 0id d^ an *« Addreft tadie 
*^ Britifh Natimi} being an Expc^tion of ^e lAoKiv^ vfbich 
<^ have determined the People of SbeAeU to petition the Houfe 
<* of Commons no more, on the Suhjeff ^^Parliamentary Re« 
^tqm, i^rj«f/4//#r ^^^ ShefieU (j^Jlft^tioQa) Society/' 



« Preceedsngs o/tbe PuUie Meeting* 

^ In purftiance of a puUip advertHementy a General Meedng 
«* of the Friends of Juftice, Liberty, and Humanity, was hcld^ 
f* at three o'clock on Monday, the 7th of April, 179+, on the 
5 Caftk-htH, in Sheffield, to confider upon the ^^rc^riety of ad« 
•* dreffing the King, in behalf of the perfecuted Patriots, Citizens 
^ Muir, Palmer, 3kirving, Margarott, and Qenrald, al(b of 
^^ again petitioning the HpiUe of .Commont ^ a Reform in the 
^ Reprefenutionr of die Ptopie, and to determine Mpon the pro-r 
*^ priety of petitioning the King, for the total and unquali^ed 
*« Ab<^tion of Negro Slavery. • 

** Notwithftanding the inclemencyof the iiireaAer, (very ^ere 
*^ rains haying fallen until within a quarter of an hour of thit 
^ a|^p«inled time of meeting,) from t^n to twelve thovdand 
<^ peo{de were afl2»)b]ed m tfa^ occailon ; 

« HENRY YORKE having been voted to Ae Chair^ 
. <* The bufinefs was opened by reading tho following Addrefc 
♦' to the Kjng^ in tehalf of the fuffering Patriots ; 

^ TO THE KING, 

** An Addrefsfrem the Inhabitants of the Town and Neighhuthooi 
** of Sheffield^ in the County of York, 
^ Sire, 
" We, the underfigned, being warm Friends of Liberty and 
** the Rights of Man, feel ourfelves deeply affeSed by the fert-^ 
** tenccs which have lately been pafled in your Majefty's Courts 
*^ of Scotland, upon Citizens Muir, Palmer, Skirving, Margarott, 
*^ andQerrald, 

^ Had 
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^ ^ Had diefe men been really gttilty of crimes^ their putii&« 
^ ment (hould doubdefs have been propoftionate to their offences » 
^ but^ fo &r frcmi conlidering it as a erime for a man to vfe everf 
^ cooftitiitional meahtiii bis pe^vrer to efteft a Reform in Ae 
^ Cammons Houfe of Pailboientf we diink that every niantifh# 
^ thua eiUTts himftli^ deferres weU of his Country; fmce we 
^ are p^fiiaded that nothing (hbrt of the Addompltainient of fiic& 
*. a Kdbrm, wUI icfton Peace and Happinefc to our pccfimt 
^ aggrieved and injured Nation* 

• « We tnifted aUb, that your Majeffy entertafnetf the fame 
^ opinion wtdi us of fiidi esnked cendu^ from your Mcgefty'^ 
^ having chofen for your moft confidential fervants in the States 
^ men w)io had fingnlarly cfiftinguiflied themfdves by Acir pa« 
*^ triotic exertions in the canfe of Pariiamentary Refocm: 

<« But the Friends of thefe Sufierersliaivmg brought their Cafe 
^ before Parli^unenty withokt producing die cfefured effo&^die 
^ principal of thefe very fervants of your Majefty having oppokA 
^ the mcalkre with all his corrupt, but irrefiftabb Influence**-* 
^ fteing no other re<burce» we apiproach foot Majefty in this 
^ Addrefs, t^ intreat your Majefty ta interfere in behalf of tfaeie 
^ (whom we deem) inn^ent men^ with that Power which the 
^ Brttifti Conftitution has placed in your Majefty, of pardoning 
^ whom* your Majefty pteafes-*— a privilege which is fometimes? 
^ gracioufly extended even to real and palpabte criminals* 

^ Let it not be recorded in the hiftory of this country,, that 

• King George III. or any of his Judjges, traniported men for 

* Fourteen Years, becaufe they had dared to ipeak die 6me wordf 
^ upon a fpeculative fubjefi) which, if they were noe the im-- 
^ mediate means of advancing his Majeft/s dien Prime Mimfter 
^ ta his high fituation, cauJbd his EleAion to be remarkably^ 
^ popular : Let it not be iaidj that men of education,, of refined^ 
^ fentiments, ^f the moft vtrtuK>ttS atid beHevcJent diaiafbts,. 
^ were fevered from their deareft connexions, ^d phmged imo^ 
^ Airtgeofis with thieves and proftitutes t Let it* not be iaid,(ilaf 
*' firthers were torn from their wives and children,, and £>ns firom 
^ theur aged parents, beeaufe they had the virtue openly to con- 
" demn the acknowledged corruptions of Government, and t^ 



" exert 
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• e»rt every peaceable means m didr power to femoVt fteffi J 
^ Let it not be faid^ that it was as great a crime to fpeak theT 
« TRUTH> as to be gurhy of TEtovr^ 

« But rather^ O iting, let it be recorded, that George III. 
•• had thc'Wifdom, the Htimanitjry and the Juftice, to ftep in he-' 
^ tmxt thefe fevere and cruel Sentences and their Executtom 

* Thefe are our Defirei— thcfe our plain Sentunents^. We* 
<* koawtHacy are {udk as jroar Majefty is unaocufiomed to bear ; 
** but, if they are fupported by Truth and Reafon, fuSer not 
•* die iiomeHnieis: 6f our nianner to oSStnd your Majefty. We 
*^ sate plain men, and will not flatter a King* If our wiihes be^ 
*^ attended to, we are perfuaded it willy in fome good degree^ 
•^ huih the murmurs whidi unreafonable fcverity in a Govermnent' 
" never fiijls to- excite; and it may aUb aVert that Stormy wldch 
** it is but too evident has long been awfully gathering, and 
^ which, may burft: forth in a moinent when your Msije&y 
*^ thinks nou 

^ The Addrefs beiiig read, and received with repeated ap-' 
^ [daufes, Henry Yorke addrefled the Meeting in fupport 
^ of the meafure* He obferved, that the caufe for which our^ 
^ Countrjrmen were now fuiFering, was the fame as had been^ 
«fc advocated in the year 1783, by Mr. Pitt, the Duke of 
** Richmond, and other men, who were at this time Fenfion«rs 
^ and Placemen under the a<ftual Government j that a Con** 
** vention, for the purpofe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform,' 
« had been held at the Thatched Houfe Tavern, in which thef» 
•^ men went as Delegates^ or afted as affiftants; that it wa^- 
^ cruel, if not unjuft, to punifh men for following the example 
" which thofe in power ^had fet them. The qucftion was net a 
•* queftion. of convtniituey but of right. — ^It was not enough to 
^ £iy, that the People were formerly reprefentcd^ but that they 
*^ had a right to be reprefented now» Did the Miniftry, there- 
^ fore, mean to aflc^rt, that what was right to-day, was wrong to- 
* morro^v ? Did they mean to declare^ in the face of the worlds 
^^ tiiat what was in conformity to the m^ims of Juftice at that 
<< timc^ fkould, in fo ihoit a fpace, be deemed unjuft^ and puniihecl 
^dJ^^ crime? 

« After 
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*^ -After having cxpfttiated confidcrably on tbis rexyimportiuit 

•* fkfcjea, he proceeded witR oWerving, that in all countries 

** where fevere and fanguinary punifliments were encouraged, 

^ men oould hsrve no afFedion for the Government under which 

« they lived, and fteir obedience to it could refult fokiy from 

^ liiotives offear^^ That liberty of opinion could not be demed 

. ** to any free country, without denying at the lame time the 

** flights of the People.- That nothing argued more ftrongly 

^ againft a Government Aan the uniformdefign of depriving 

" Ae People of this liberty ; that it wa« a proof that fomething 

'* went wrong ; and that even Governors were aihamed of their 

". conduct) when the right of difcuffion was violated, or put an 

** end to. The civil Liberty we enjoyed in our country was thd 

^effbd of political difcuffion; and its political Liberty would 

." have long fince been reftored and fecured, if our- Rulers had 

** not interpofed to weaken or annihilate this right: Firft, by 

** giving a power of decifion to Judges, which the anttent law 

^ ^f the land did flot acknowledge : Secondly, by confounding 

** the truth with the faft of publication : And, thirdly, by having 

" punifhed with the utmoft feverity libels in private cafes, to 

" prepare the public mind for thofe fevere fentences in public 

"ones, which diflionoured and irritated the Nation. It had 

" be«i lately the fafliion to confound Government with the 

" Conftitution, and the Miniftry with the Government. To 

" oppofe^ therefore, the mad and wild, if not criminal fchemes of 

**» Adminiftration, was to oppJofe Government, and, by this mode 

•** of reafoning. to oppofe Government was to be an enemy to the 

•** Conftitution. A Government can never give a more authentic 

•'^ proof of its propenfion to Tyranny, and o^ die impropriety, 

*S as well as- impolicy of its meafures, than by reftraining or 

^ forbidding the liberty of difcuffing publicly matters- of legif- 

^ lation and policy. It is debafing the character of man, as an 

** intelledtkal being, to*deny him the right of enquiring into 

^ that which even Governors allow was made for his ufe, namely 

** Government. 

/ ** TopunUh inquiry, feverity is cxercifed fo^ imaginary guilt. 
♦* But what is the cffcil ? Mifchief *is prolific : Violence in 

^ government 
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^ goVerfanent begets reientmeat in the p eopl c i vA^ tiWnter -anct 
^ exclaim: Government is proveked, and &wiim v^ngMacci 
M When one a^ of vengtaxice is eacpofed^ ttMre always foD«w» 
« Affe£Uoa is loft on both fidcs^ aad, what is wxbf is ia«* 
^ covarahle» Hatred begins ^^ and the gpvemniB&t and the 
^, people being at variance, coofider each qtbir no kng«r as 
^ magiftrate and fubje^ but as mutual eiMiaies. H^ence tht . 
^^ inhuman wifh of Caligjola, diat he could oMirder aU the peOpk 
^^ at one blow. The fequel is in order: He is cMttmial^ 
^ deftroyir^ them } they art continually wifliing him deftr<qfedi 
^' Such condu£l hsid the £&tal tendency of cramping thegemus 
^ <^ men, and of replunging die nation into a ilate of balrbariim 
^ with regard to their Religion, their Laws^ ih»k Moralsi and 
*^ their Government, and. %o k^ep them ignortot Of the. moft 
^ important concerns in their trade, their fplendor, their felicity |. 
^ whilft all the nations around them were improving then^vas 
^ in morals and policy, by the daring efforts and Goncurreflct 
^ of enlightened men, who£b views were dire&ed to thtfe Objeds 
^ alone which were really worth dieir attention* The leafoning 
^ of a government, which prdiibits infennatio% i$ defedive in 
<( every particular^ iu progreis is not to be ftepped, nor even 
*^ to be checked, without manifeft diiadvantage« Prohibitioii 
^^ has no other eiFed than to irritate men) to infpire them Widi 
^^ an idea of infurre^on, and, to g^ve to all their writings a 
.^ libellous tendency. Severe and arbitrary feolences may inti^ 
^^ rmdaU^ but they cannot <mvini€ a nation^ it is by realcM 
^^ and argument alone, opposed to apparent re^on and apparent 
^ argument, that a government can hope to be vi^rious ovef 
^^ its internal enemies, or render itfelf permanenS by the quidt 
^^ and Gonfcientious concurrence of all its Citispifs. It is doii^ 
^ too much honor to innocent fubje<9:s to bo aiarmed. at a few 
^^ pages of writing, or at a few fugitive ora^ions^ when bac'ratiai 
^^ are ere£led in a country^ ^ 6o,ooo armed m^ceijmtfea ttf« 
« ready to execute the mandates of governments Ekperi^Kra 
^' had proved, that the rigorous profecutions wH^ had l&tely 
<< taken place throughout England^ and th4t the tiu^i (cWO^ces 
^. which had difgraced dfe capiul pf Scot^4 bai not anftrered 

« the 
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^ ^ ittlrpofe ol^ eftablifiung arbitrary pbwet,^i of cruAtkig^ 
^ the rebellion of honeft minds* AlAough there i^ M fpirit (6 
**'erefl and independent as not to be broken by the long con-* 
^ tinuance of the filent and inglorious fufferirigs of a jail ; yet 
** it had been found, that mdn Were ptoud to ftcp fonvard in this 
"^moft ftormy feafon, when fuch terrible examples of legal 
" vengeance had been held up before them, to pletid the antient 
^ rights of their country^ to iinmaflt the infamy^* intrigue, and 
«' murderous projeAs of adminiftration, and, according to thfe 
« principles of thd pureft benevolence^ to affert the liberty of 
^ the whole human race. The prefent times bore a ftrorig 
** and marked refemWance to thofe terrific ages when priefts 
** held their dominion over the minds and ttonfciences of meitt, 
" ^d when they endeavoured to eftablifli the reign of intolerance 
^ a)id ordiodoxy amidft flakes of fire, and ftreams of human 
* blood. All hiftory had evinced, that every attempt to curb 
** and bridle the expanfion of the human rtind had been in- 
•« effirfhial ; it had evinced, that opinions, though fmothered for 
" a time, burft forth with redoubled fury, and were viftorlous 
^ over power ; it had evinced the triumph of Reafon and Trutk 
** over Prejudice and Supcrftition, and that Liberty, whether of 
** opinion or perfon, however flow in its progrels, had uniformly 
« morei forward towards its dcftined goal j and that even, at 
^ this moment^ •die interruptions which had been oppofed to it in 
.*^ our own country, although theymiglit b(; injurious ioindi- 
^ viduals, would finally obtain, confirm, and eflablilh the righb 
^ of tbe people, Confcious of their uprightnefs, the Friends of 
^ Freedom had perfevered in dieir noble t»ufe, Unappalled by Ac 
" iitftaence of ^ies and infontiers, and by the tiireats of a (irrupt, 
^ a ctmy, and widted adminiftration^ In lb doing, they had 
^ i^d in pcrfea confomiity «> the principles Of virtue, WiAdut 
^ wiitdi no man coiild be a friend to His coim^, ahd a lover 6f 
^ ifaamkind. Its efTence confiiled in the regulation of our condu^ 
^ if ftRh ihoral axioms as are beft cakaIaiC6d to promote the 
^ gteeral hajpf>inefs of our fidlow^creatures ; and as^ it feequendy 
^ ksqjp«ned, tint the hap{ane& of the iiidiviluU Kood in dtreft 
^ ep^pofitioti to thtt of ifae ipiubiio, it is thi^ f^i^4k Hf ¥k^e la 
Vt>t. 11. O *< individuals 
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^ bidividoalsr to facrifice their own happinefs to that 6f die puUi(^ 
^ A man, in pofTeflion of this. vixtuou$ principle, feds delight 
" whilft a6hially burning in the brazen bull of Phalaris ; and 
*' fuch, he trufted, was the aftuating principle of tbofe generous 
" patriots, who are become willing victims of the moft barbarous 
•' and £ivage fenlences that ever had been pronounced in Britain ^ 
^ who bad made a glorious ftand againft arbitrary power, and 
•* who broke Joofe from the fondeft endearments of human Kfe, 
** in the hope of redeeming their loft Country from the fangs of 
*< a dark and brooding prejudice, and from the horrors and tur- 
^ pitude of an ignominious flavery. 

" It was the tyranny of the Britilh government which drove 
** WiUiam Peim, with the philofophic people called Quakers, to 
*' the delediiable regions of Penfylvania,' where, by tolerittiofl, 
" induftry, and permanent eredit, they revived the fimplicityrf 
•* the primitive ages of fociety^ It was the &me tyranny which 
•* has driven into voluntary exile^ or forced by law into banifh- 
•' ment, the moft virtuous of men, the firft of philofophers, the 
^ moft exalted and courageous band of Patriots that ever honoured 
** the foil of Britain. Among the former Jofeph Prieftly, one of 
•* the moft profound philofophers of the age,^and moft meek and 
^ amiable of citizens, claims the fad pre-eminence ; and among 
" the latter, ftand the names of thofe perfecuted Patriots, in 
^ whofe behalf we are now about to addrefs the executive 
•* magiftrate of our country-^a noble and a generous band, 
•* whofe fufFerings do not claim our pity, becaufe they boil up 
*' our ragej whofe fentences disgraced thofe who pronounced 
.J* them, not thofe on whom- they were pronounced; whofe 
" condition is enviable^ becaufe honourable, and to the whole of 
*^ whofe opimons and condu£):, no good man, or honeft citizen, 
*« can give one diflentient voice I In times like thefe, whena 
• ** man is mocked and infulted, becaufe he bears the name (rfa 
** Patriot, an epithet once honoured by the people of Engfcuid; 
** at a time when thofe who have the courage and magnanimity 
« not to flatter their country, are deferted, betrayed, and pcr- 
. ** fecuted, what honours are fufficient for thofe who thundfer 
; ^ truth againft tjTanny ? What difgrace ought not to await thafc 

. «^ timid 
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^^ timid beings, thofe negative patriots, who keep aloof from the 
" fcene of afltion, and riot on their country*s wrongs? When 
« our Nation {hall be regenerated, thefe perfecuted men will 
'* wear civic croWnsl In the political, as in the moral world, 
" the friend -vVho appears to foodie our diftrefles, eiccites our 
" efteem ; and he who, in cilamitoUs times that try men*s fouls, 
".facrilices intereff, friends, and home, in order to fave his 
" finking CoUntry, merits well, not only of eVery Briton, but 
** of all mankind, arid evert of the government under which he 
'^ lives. 

" Fellov^-Citizens, the day is at length Arrived, when fana- 
^ ticifm and fuperftitiohj deprived of their tinfel trappings, and 
" expoied, in their native Uglinefs, to the view of mankind, 
" flink fcowling back to the cave of obfcurity j there I hope they 
^ will for ever remain. The energy of Engliflimen will no 
^* longer Endure this ftnlrige uproar of injuftice. I truft my 
^' countrymen are fick of religious and political impofture } and 
** that their decifive and manly condudl will command, ' in an 
** imperibus tone which will take no denial, not a melioration of 
^ thefe enormous abufes^ which would be to compromife widi in« 
** jufticej but I truft they will demand the annihilation of cor- 
« ruptions and abufes^ and a reftitutidn of the original rights of 
<^ human nature. I afk of our governors, this plain queftion, 
*' Is it better that the people (hould be in a conftant ftate of 
** ftupidity, than that they fliould be fometimes turbulent? — 
" Minifiers of State, if ye mean to be wicked, fufFer the people 
^ to write and fpeak ; . you will find men corrupt enough to ferve 
" you according to your evil deilres, and who will improve you 
^' in the art of Sejanus. If you mean to be good, permit them 
** to write, you will find fome honeft men who will improve you 
^ in the art of a Turgot. How many things are ye ftill ignorant 
" o^ before you can become great either in good or in evil. 
" I fee no glory^ no advantage, no pleafure, no fefety, in any man 
** reigning as a Sultan over flaves. Such a horrid pre-eminence 
" tarniflies the luftre of the moft exalted ftation. It is, befides, 
'' precarious, for Sultans are frequently depofed, and vengeance 
" wreaked upon them. 

O 2 « I need 



f 196 r 

• I need not invite you, fellow citizens, to feel for anyIitiB(ttit 
• being who fufFers, much lefe need I folicit your approof of 
" the prefent mdafure, after the general teftimony of fatisfadion? 
•* you have given of it. You are too enlightened to need the 
" aid of any inftruftion from me> and your underftandings are 
•* too much awakened to require that your paflions fhould be 
*' played upon, Whilft the unerring tribunal of pojfterity fhall 
•* condemn with fcorn and derifion, with execration and diiguft,. 
** thofe inhuman beings who have been the caufes of fueh un- 
" exampled and inhuman feyerity, our perfecuted brethren will 
** obtain a verdidl of honour and glory. I may venture to fey, 
** thaty beloved by the prefent age, future ages (hall heap around 
*' their monuments trophies of undying fame;, and an exafperated 
'' and. repentant people, fliall enrol their names in the volume of 
" hiftory, which records alfo the n^^ies of Sidney, Hampden,. 
•* and Locke ! 



" The following Reibludons were then read three times over,, 
** and with the exception of one (x two perfons, were unanir- 

* ntoufly adopted : 

** I, That the People,, being the true and only fource of 
** GovemtTlent,. the freedom of fpeaking and writing upon any 
" Subje£^, eattnot be denied to the Members of a free Govern- 
^ ment,. without offering the groffeft Inlidt to the Majefty of the 
^ People. 

" i. That therefore the Condemnation of Citizens Muif,. 
** Palmer, Skirving, Margarott, and Gerrald, taTran^ortatioh,. 

* for expofmg the Corruption^ of the Britifh Government,, wsls 
" an A£t better fuited to the Maxims of a demotic dian a free 
^ Government. 

** 3. That the Addrefs whicii has now beearead, be prefentsd 
•* to flie King, laBdialf of the above perfeciUKd Patriots^ 

** On the fecond Refolution being proposed, an hifs was heard 
^ from different parts of the meeting, in confequej^ce of one «: 
•• two perfons holding up their hats againft it; on obfcrvlng 
«* which, H. YoRKE thus addreffed the meeting: 

^ Fellow: 
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?» pEttow Citizens, 

•** As your Chairman, I call you to order. As an incliviclaal,^ 
^ Imuft ohferve, that this hiffing is repugnant to the principle of 
** tolera^iou er freedom, which we wifti to fee cftabliflied. Wc 
^ have this moment read, and given our aflent to, an Addrefs t^ 
^ the Kii\g in favour of liberty of opinion ; let it not be faid^ 
^ that we are the firft to violate that liberty Th-ojthers, which we 
*5 claim for ourfelves. Opinions will always vary, even amongf^, 
'^. the wifcft and beft of men. We are bound, therefore, to (he^. 
"? tendernefs to the opinions of others, and compaflion even t^. 
'^ their prejudices. Let our enemies fee that we coofecrate by 
^ our example, what we defire to fee eftablifhed as a principles 
* Hiffes do not convince ; they tend only to irritate the minds^ 
" and to beget the ill-will of our fellow-citizens ; let us, on the 
^ contrary, confront them with the weapons of Reafon and 
^ Truth, the only logic of liberal minds. Everything which ha$ 
^ a tendency to ftir up the paffions without awakening the; 
^ underftanding, is unbecoming of freemen, or of men \yhgi 
^ would be free." 

** Thefe well-timed obfervations had the good effeft of pre* 
^ venting any further figns of intolerance ; and the utmoft (}e- 
^ Qorum prevailed throughout the copdu6t of the bufii^eft, 

" It was next moved, '^ that a Petition be prefente^ to th? 
^ Houfe of Commons, for a Refonn in the Reprefentajapn of the 
^ Peop\le in Parliament :*' but fo marked was the difappr^batipoi 
^ given by the whole meeting to this meafure^ that not one 
^ fingl^ ^crion/iOfndedthe motion ; but ^ moft profound filencc^ 
? irjtprnipted only hy a few munnurs^ was cfeferved: upon 
^ Ifduc^^ Hekry Yorke again rofe, an4 addrefled the meeting 
1^ in aqf at>imated fpeech of an hour long, and of which it is inw; 
^^ P9il|b}e &r us to give our readers a juft conception* He took 
^ A gc^^]?^ ^icw of the Britifh C^^nftitution, ;^d ftated its mo{b 
*^ P.r?minc»t defers i anxjng ^Kdi the :wyantnf a perfeft National 
^' ,|l.^pfe$its^ion yras the moft glarings ^e dyelt a con/i^erabl/^ 
^ t^n^ upon dus fubje^i, and the» proceeded to ta^ce a rapij 
^ funrejr of the exprtions which had been made at diScrcqt 

Oj ^periods^ 
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•? periods, and ty different perfons, to promote the caufe of 
f* Parliamentary Reform. 

^ He obferved that the fubje<ft was become a mere bugbear, 
•* employed to deceive the people, and worked upon as an 
* engine to raife into power, needy and ambitious men ; that th^ 
** very fame men who in Oppofition had declared that it was 
" the only meafure of faving 'the country from ruin, were the 
** firft to reprobate and fcouf the meafure of reform when they 
** were irf Power. From the corruptions of the Britifh Gbvem- 
* ment, parties had been generated, which, in their route to 
** power, had ponvulfed and plundered the empire. Under die 
" diftinftions of names, principles had been forgotten ; and for 
" the fake of leaders, whom the people had fooliflily idolized, the 
** machine of Government rolled oh amidft the feuds and con^ 
*^ tentiqns of party. Eternally the peace of our country had 
** been difturbed by the rancour and animofities of faftions, and 
" the people, inftead of turning 'themfelves to correft the grofs 
"•* evils which exifted in it, had ever been the tools of bafe and 
*' defigning men, and feemed prepared to whet and fharpen their 
** fwords one againft another, 

*' It was now high time that the people fhould lay afide leaders, 
^ difcard faSions, and a5l for themjelveu He ftrongly inforced 
** thefe principles, and then entered into a complete detail of the 
« ancient Conftitution as eftablifhed by Alfred, which he provedf 
** to be at this' time totally defaced, if not loft. He then purfued 
** the gradual decline of popular liberty in England, frbm the 
^ anarchy whldi was the confequcnce of Danifh and Norman 
** invasion ; and taking a general fketch of our hiftory, lb for 
<* as it was connefted with the fubjeft of Popular Repreiehtationj 
« he made fume ftrong arid pointed remarks on the Revolution in 
** 1688, the object of which, he faid, was not, could riot be 
«* .anfwered, unlefs Annual Parliaments arid General Suffrage 
** were reftored. For this he had the authority of Lord Somers^ 
** who drew up the Declaration of Rights, and who was pro^ 
" moted by William III. for his popular exertions at diai 
<* memorable epoch. 
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' '^ In order to prove that tKe Revolution had not correfponded 
** with the expcftations of the people, no fooner was the Prince 
** of Orange eftablifhed on the throne of England, than all ideas 
^ of the ancient mode of annual Parliaments were effaced, and 
** the TRiENNiAt ACT was paffed In the very face of that Re- 
" volution, and in direft contradidlion to its principles \ for the 
" Revolution, at leaft fo fer as it refpefted the people, was .not 
" intended to be a compromife between the King and the 
*' Ariftocracy, for the joint inheritance of the people, but to 
" eftaWifh on unequivocal principles the right oiF the people to 
^ govern themfelves, and to riecall thofe delegated powers which . 
" they had entrufted to their fervants for this purpofe, whea 
" they were either abufed, or neglefted to exercife them. If the 
** Revolution were not a Revolution for the people, it was no 
" Revolotion at all, but a confpiracy of a few ennobled op- 
^ preflbrs againft the liberties and happinefs of the many. But 
" if it were defigned to comprehend the people, and its end has 
^ been perverted, or purpofcly laid afide, the people are not 
^' warranted in fetitioningj but are jufttfied in demanding as 
^ a Rights agreeably to the tone of language ufed in the De- 
^ cIaratioi»of Rights, the reftitutiori of ann%ial Parliaments, and 
^ the cflablifliment of univerfal Suffrage. But the (hock which 
^ was given to the ftability of thefe principles, was moft in* 
" famoufly flagrant, by the cnafting of the septehtial act, 
^ in the reign of George I. If the Aft of Parliament in the 
^ reign of Henry VI. erafed from the roll of citizenfliip fi^e 
^ of the beft members of the community j the cnading of the 
« Triennial and Septennial Afts, filled up to the brim the 
" meafure of governmental iniquity, and poured forth the watery 
^ of bitternefs throughout our land^ 

<* Fellow Citizens^ 

^* ]Enoi|gh pf precedent The human race has long b^en 
^ rolling down the tide of ages neglefted, unpitied and opprefred4 
^ It is high time that fihe devious courfe of human policy ih(Hild 
^^ not be left to the uncertaii^ UTue of ftorms and. of elemental 
^ wars \ but that the machuie of ftatje ihould be guided by tho 

O 4 .<? ^^ 
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^ Majefty of the People is rcfplendent. What is beneficial in 
^ the «x|)oiple pf ages, we ought to reiibrye widi caution. Wh^t 
*^ is injurioi^s, and what is only if^Zrr^^ competent to anfiver the 
*' common purpofes of fociety, ought to he aboliibcd, We in^* 
*' f^lt ©urfelves, when \|rc abjefliy diftruft the power* which na- 
*^ ture h^s given us ; nor ought we paiBvcly to acquiefcc ia in- 
^^ ftitutions, wifich^ though injurious, D>ay be preferable to thofe 
** that may be endured by odiers. We infult ourfelv^s, when 
^^ we fpoliibiy fo^nce b^ween Ulerahk vicet ts^pojitive g9ed\ 
^s between unn^i4ral fyfte^, and novel, imtried, but juft max^ 
^^ imSt The bumap mind is progfeffive, fo is the focial mind. 
^ That t^ pne therefore fliQuld remain fbtionary> amid die ra- 
^ pid courfe pf the other towards perfefliion, is a prejudice as un* 
^ lutura} as it 4s iij^urious to the bappinefs of man. The go-P» 
^ vernments of Europe prefent no dele£fcibk Symmetry to the 
^ ^Btemphtion of tb^ philofi;:^>ber, no enjo^ent to the iadsfac- 
^ tion of the citi^^en, A vaft, deformed fnd cheqrkis ilni^hire, 
^ the frjghtfHl abcMtson f^ hafie SinA ^ifurpation, prefents to the 
^ eye of d)ie bowlder m fyflem^ittc arivi^ment, no hain»)i|iQus; 
^ OfgafiizatiQn offo^tetyv pbanoe, ha&e, ^&i^, tjir^mnyi re-t 
^ heUioQ, maflacre, and the bQl^ indement ^ion of human 
^ pa^ipiis, have begotten ^diem, Utility neyeir ba^ beea^dys fnd 
^ of t^f i^iJtHtiQ% bu^ f^rtta| jntereiir has been its fruit* 
^> Su^h ^^nable^dabfifrd|prnis, ^h j^rri^ ^ diiEDiieuit 
^ iKinfcfple^j) wfai(^.ch^ceh^s 4cattere|i oyer ih& earth, cry aloud 
¥ ^x /om^thiag ^jiore natMml, giore pMi-e, ^ i^ore ^alqilatei 
^ |o pjropfiole t^ liypjiie^ of m^jpnd, E^perien^e muft .re>. 
^ g\ll*te the i9?^fe^fHi of g9Wrfllli*?nt, by ^^ch I mean n(^ a 
<f narrow and coniin^» but a liber^ 9s^ enlightened ^periencci 
^ whjch, hearing without paflion or prejudice, the teftimony of 
^ ages and nations, coUefts from it general principles, to further 
^ ^prpgrefs ofwilizaA^n. It istn hiftoiy Aat we are to 
•* <}ive fcfr tM^ rich materiajs of Icgiflative expcrimenii which 
♦* are ^ ai||elicfrate Ae foetal order, and repair thc^ breaches 
^ vrfitdi iiquftiee has long fince made. But if thtscxpertenctt 
^ ^eiound inadequate to Ae purpefe of f^e^tmg himxan mife-f 



^ lies; if It ^Jbrd nothing but the melancholy profpcft of oqt- 
*^ rageous delpotifin; of wcceffive vices on the part of the go- 
■** verxiing, and debalement and vaflalagc pn that of the go- 
** veqied; if it afcribe the ponujiptior^s of fuiFeripg countries to 
^ the defigns of iadions, and not to principles; jf it fhew, diaf 
^ in confequence of national ijgnprance, after the firft ebullitions 
" of revolt, they have fet down in a torpid calm, and borne with 
" ufurpations ftill heavier than thofe by ^hich they were rpufe^ 
*,^ to arms — itmuft be granted that this experience is ipfiportantj 
^' becaufe it teaches the fuffering nations of the prefent day, iq, 

• wljat maimer to prepare their coynbuftible ingredients, an4 

* Humaniils in what manner to enkindle them, fo as to produpe^ 
^ with eiFe£):, that grand politipa] explofion, which, at the fame 
" time that it buries Pefpotifn), already convulfiye and agonifing^ 
^ m ruins, may raife up the people to the dignity and fublime 
*^ grandejir of Freedom: 

*' To efFeS this juft and ufeful purpofc, revolution offentinmit 
•* mnft precede revolution of government and mamiers. The 
** popular energies muft be excited, that the popular voice n^jr 
^ be felt and heard. The people muft grow v^ife, in order thajt 
^ the p^opje may rule. It is faid we pre^h anarchy j but wha}: 
^ is anwcby? but the eft^bliflxment of confufiop qi^ the >yreck. qf ' 
** pppiflar opinion ? It is iaid we are levellers j but thofe are le-* 
^ veljers who would wiih to reduce man tp the condition of the 
^ brute, guided by paflion, and urunfluenced by reafon. T^^^? 
^ ^e leyel|er$ wbofe h^ds are dipped in the public fpoils \ who 
♦i aflfert impunity for criijijias, and inviolability of perfons ; who 
^ VrPlix}4 °^^ humaiHty take a retrograde in^tiopi who wpul4 
^ pja)f|f the arm of j^ftice, ai^d defeat the end of equal laws. We 
« haye eyer difcliiimed the foolifj^idea oi UveUing property -^ be-? 
¥ cay(p .Qur<^5yn pfpperty, Ae frijit of ogr labour, or of our ta-» 
^ lents, n^gbt> by die example, be ^xpofed to the invafion of the 
<* firfl ji;itrwd?r. It yfpi^ well, if Jhpfe who confound juftice witl| 
** crimes, wo^ld cp^der that the poor man's property, little a$ 
^ It J$, is as precious <o him, as iis the yrealthy ftpck of the rjcli 
** mail. It werp wfiM>. if feeling the force of this principle, thj 
^ :^fi!l;pcr^ wo^ unite ivith iis ^ the paufe in which we arjs 

I ^ ^n^barked. 
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^ embarked. Property, they fay, is facrcd. Is not t?ien the 
^ property of the poor man as facred as that of the rich ; and 
^ ought it to be filched or forced from him without his confent, 
** any more than that of the rich man ? Can thofe who ip not re- 
** fpeS the property of others, ^xpeft others to refpeft their pro- 
*^ perty ? We wifli te exalt, not to Itvel. We wifh to better the 
^ condition of the wretched j to equalize men under the inftu- 
•* ence of law j but to give to merit, induftry, talents, patrimony, 
« virtue, their proper weight and correfpondent dignity in the 
« focial order. Are we then ungovernable, becaufe we rejeflt 
« mif-government ? Are we ungrateful, becaufe we defend our 
^ liberty and property againft thofe who ought to refpeft them ? 
^ Arc we rebels in maintaining our violated laws againft thofe 
* who are open rebels tQ laws, and who fet themfelves above 
^ thofe laws which they ought to hav^ venerated ? I know, that 
5< in all ages of the world, people who would not be opprefled 
^ have been reckoned ungovernable by men who are, ot who 
" would be oppreflbrs, I know that the enemies of oppreffion 
•^ have always been ftigmatized as enemies of Government. I ' 
^ know that it is feditious to blame the exceffes of Power, and . 
?* infolcnt to mention the infolence of thofe who abufe Power. I 
^ know that it is fedition to diftinguifli between public right and 
^ public wrong, between Government and Tyranny. Nor is 
*^ it enough to acknowledge all ^^di government to be irrefiftible; 
« but the worjlj and the abufe of the bejf^ muft be irrefiftible 
^ alfo. I know that to complain of Tyranny is fa^ibn^ and to 
f« throw it ofF rebellion \ but they who opprefs are the greateft 
^ Rebels y and for the oppreffed to turn upon them, is but to rejiji 
** Rebellion — 'it is but to do a juft and natural aftion. Whoever 
<* violates the laws ofReafon, Equity and Nature, whatever fta- 
^ tion or name he may bear, is a Rebels fubjetSt to laws againft 
« Tyrants and Rebellion, Tyrants, therefore, and oppreffors, 
*' are the higheft and moft confummate Rebels in the world— 
*« capital Traitors to God and Man, and punifliablc; by all the 
" laws of God and Man. Amid all the abfurdities and cfaimeraa 
** of Paganifm, it v^ras never believed that Tyranny was warrant- 
^ ed by Heaven. It was never believed that the bloody Caligula 
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« was the vicegerent of God, and that the worft of men had i( 
♦* commii&on from Heaven to opprefs the human race. It was 
** never believed that murder, rapine, and mifrule, were Govern- 
" ment; and that lawlefs and bloody crowned Rebbers were 
** Governors divinely appointed. It was never believed that fo- 
*f ciety had no remedy againft devouring luft and the raging 
'* fword, which were deftroying all the ends of fopiety, and evea 
f* fociety itfelf. Such indignities to God and Man were never 
** broached by Pagans j they never propagated doiSlrines which 
*^ would have turned men into ideots, deftitute of refledlion and 
« feeling; into beafts of burthen and bcafts of facrifice; turned 
^' Heaven into Hell j human fociety into a chaos of blood and 
** carcafes; and the earth into a place of torments. It neve^^ 
*' entered into the heart of a Greece pr a Roman, nor into an/ 
f- heart that felt the fentiments of virtue and humanity, that 
'* it was unlawful to defend Nature ; a crime to ward off mur- 
" der, barbarity, and defqlation; and an impiety to do the moft 
f* godlike aftion which can be done on this fide Heaven, that of 
^* difarming Tyrants, and of faving our country from perifhing. 
f* Government is doubtleft a (acred thing, and juftly claims our 
** reverence and duty ; but when Government is general oppref- 
*f lion; when havoc, fJ)oil and perfecution prevail, to the de- 
f^ ftru£lionpf all who do well; when law and juftice are banilh- 
^ ed, and military defpotifm triumphs i when property is attack- 
•* ed and felzed without the confent of its owner, and lives are 
^^ wantonly deftroyed !-r-is this Government too ? If it be, tell 

* me what is not Government? I do not think, in an age like 
this, that the people of this, or any country, can ever be fo funk 

* or deadened by oppreffion, but that repeated provocation will 
^ raife a (pint aniongft them capable oif accompliftiing the grea- 
^ eft projedis. Even the moft profeffed and degraded flaves, the 
** people of Turkey, often roufe themfelves^ and cafting their 
^* proud rider to the earth, trimple him to death. A little fpark 
" often kindles a great flame, and a flame' foon fpreads to a cor- 

. ** flagration. An ignorant nation roufed to affert its liberties, 
^* will be mad iand furious ; for when men are ufed like beafts, 
^ they will aft like beafts! But when an enlightened people, 
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« knawing their rightf, arp reduced toa ft^ftc of ^pgra^^jiffP^ thcj? 
^ will knay^ that their condition cannot be worfe, bi*t, by dieir 
« own efforts, their cpp4itjpn muft be better. An igiiorant peb- 
<* pie, incited by repeated injury to (hake pff th« lo^ of inji^f-r 
^ tice, will rifk ^nfeen evils and calamities— will rifle levpni^ ciyil 
** war to be revenged on their oppreflor$- Sijch y^ the tamper 
^ of the Roipans upon the revolt of Sacrovir-r-they even e^ulte4 
•* in it, and in hatred to Tiberius^ wished fu.ccefs to die public 
^ enemy. Such ivere the injured people of Spain, y(^<H ^^^ 
^ the Romans came, joyfully received them as Aeir deliverers 
^ frcMn the tyrannous yoke of Carthage. But an enlightened 
*f people will never fully the vi&Qries of patrjotifai by fuch irrc- 
^ gular condu£t. Revenge will never be adopted as a principle. 

* Peace will aftuate, their demeanour^ and they will glory in 
«* awaiting the flow procefs of univerlU information, as a prelud? 
« to univerfal emancipation, rather tiian tarnifh the carreer pf lir 
■f berty, by involving their country infcenes of terror, wafte and 
^' depredation. OppreflTed Nature will, at a proper feafon,^ dcr 
** part from paiSve principle; and ihould an attempt be made to 
** wreft what remains of liberty from us, I truft all men ^ill con- 
^ cur to vindicate their violated rights — for, if the attempt be fufr 
•^ fered once, it will be often repeated. A ftw repetitions create 
** a habit, ^nd habit will claim prefcription and right. For Gor 
«* yemors to be omnipotent, the race of man muft be p^tinfti 
^ and no argument for deftroying Anarchy can be ufed, but what 
^ is full as ftrong for the overthrow pf Tyranriy. It is diiBcuk 
" to reftore public affairs, when once difconcertcd, to their for-? 
^ mer fteady princip)e--rpumbers will engage in thp corruption, 
^ and will try every art and ppw^r to fuppprt it, and they will 
," continue to do fo, until Nature, which is always uppepnoft itt 
^ man, figns their tragic^ doom ! 

** Citizens, 
•* I repeat my former affertion. Go on a? you hitherto havj8 
^ done, in the culture of reafon. Diffeminate throughout th^ 
^ whole of your country, that Ipnowledge which is fo iiecjeffary tp 

* man's faappinefsj and which you have yourfelvcs ;|c^uire4, 

tt Teach 
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* Teach your children and your countrymen the facred leflbns of 
^ virtue, which are the foundations of all human polity* Teach 

* them to refpeft themfelveSy and to love their country. Teaclt 
" them to do unto all men as they would that they (hould do unto 

. " them, and their lore (hall not be confined to their country, but 

* fliall extend to the whole human race. When fuch a revoluti- 
*' on of fenthnent fhall have difperfed the mifts of prejudice ; when 

* by the inceffant thundcrings from the prefe, the meancft cot- 
" tager of our country (hall be enlightened, and the fun of reafon 
^ fhall ihine in its fiilleft meridian over us ;. then the command^ 
^ ing voice of the whole people fliall recommend the five hundred 
^ and fifiy-eight Gentlemen in St Stephen's Chapel^ to go about 
^ their bufinefs. 



* The following refolutions were next read, and ttnanimdufly 

* approved of, amidft the loudeft applaufes. 

" 4. That in every country where the people have no fhare 
** in their Government, taxation is tyranny^ 
** 5. That therefore a Government is tyrannical or free, m 

* proportion as die people are equally^ or unequally, repre-« 
«* fentei 

** 5w Convinced of this truth, it i« the opinion of this Meetings 
^ that the people ought to demand as a rigbtj and not petitiosi ts 
^ z.favoufj for Univerfd Reprefentation* 

*• 7. That therefore ,we will petition the Houfe of CooMnons 
no more on this fubjeaj' 

. Rtad from ^ An Addrefe to the Britifh Nation,** from the 
frji pbge (page T]: of the pamphlet) arid from page 34. /9 36. 

•* An Addrefs to the Brttijh Nation. 

« FltI£KD$ AND GoUI^TRYMEN, 

** We have heard thi$ day decided^ with the exception of only 
•* one diflentent voice, that the Houfe of Commons fliall rife- 
** ver again be petitioned by us, oh the fubjeft of Parliamemary 

* Reform. 

<* We owe to the nation, to pofterity, even to foreign countri^ 
•• and to the government itfclf under whi A we livc> an expofiticfti 

«of 
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* of our motives: To the nation we owe this duty, becaufc we 
•* are of opinion, that the will of the majority of the 

^ PEOPtE, SHOULD B£, AT ALL TIMES, tHE SuPRElilE LaW J 

^ and that if the/ew diffent from the opinion of the nidny^ how- 
** ever obligatory the will of the majority may Be to them as a 
•' rule of adion, yet opinion is always heh and facred, the right 
•*;^of man to ertjoy, and the confcientious duty of man to difFufe* 
^ Under the full conviftion of this principle, we feel ourfelvesi 
•* at prefenty the minority, becaufe we are the firft td agitate the 
•* queftion, and to repel the monftrous idea of petitioning wheri 
•'our petitions are not received by the Houfe of Commons. 
^ But, We are numerous — ^we are many thoufands i and as 
•^ nothing opens the eyes of men fo much as their interefts, we 
*^ demand. Fellow-citizens, nay,* we are entitled to it from our 
•* numbers, that you lend an attentive ear to the truths we are 
^ about to utter, and to the reclamations \ye are about to make 
*' in favour of opprefled humanity. 

« Our petition was received with the uttiioft indignation t*y 
^ the Houfe of Commons ; which was no more than we ex- 
•* pefted. We knew that the homely truths we uttered, would 
••^ be very unwelcome guefts in that houfe. We never exped^d 
*' that a body in which there were fo many Placemen and Pen- 
** ftoners, would liften to the palpable fJsuSs ftated in tiiit 
«* petition j the objeft of which was to root out injuftice, artd 
•^ to curb licentioufnefs and corruption. .Neverthelefs, as we were 
•^ called upon by our countrymen to unite with them, we thought 
^ ourfelves bound to comply with their wifhes. And, although 

• ** our petition was difdainfuUy rcjeSed, becaufe not couched in 
** language fufficiently polite and refpeftful for the five hundfk4 
** and fifty-eight Gentlemen who fit at the Houfe of Commons, 
*• yet, believe us, fellow-citizens, we arc ftill of opinion, 
^ that the matter it contained,* was not only juft and proper^ but 
" we think^ that even the language, which gave fo much offence 
•^ to the honorable Gentlemeny was much too polite and too mode* 
** rate for us. For, if the Houfe of Commons w^re the real 
*• Reprefentati ves of the People, we certainly had a right to di^iate^ 
^ and not to petition^ becaufe they could be confidered in no other 

« light 
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" light than as the organs of the public wilL And, if they re* 

** fufed to obey that will, tWey would be ufurpers, and not repre- 

** fentatives. If, on the contrary, they are not the Reprefen- 

* tatfves of the people, what have we to do with thenr? If they 

" are not our Reprefentatives, we cannot be their Conftituents ; 

" and to petition thofe who are not our Reprefentatives as our 

" Reprefentatives, would be amanifeft abfurdity, if not an infult 

" and mockery of ourfelves. However, the petition, fuch as it 

** was, being termed difrefpeftful, was thrown out by a majority 

" of 79, there being 29 only who voted for its being received^ 

" and 108 who voted againft it. Such imperious treatment 

" rather gives warning than ftrikes terror. The abufe of repre- 

" fentation can never come in the place of a rule, for no legal 

** power can be derived from injury or injuftice. On this 

^ ground alone, therefore, we are juftified in preferving a fuUeh 

** filence in refye& to the Houfe of Commons. For, if grie- 

** vances, abufes, complaints, and truth, are to be difcarded 

" from that Houfe, becaufe not drefled in a gentlemanJike hit- 

" guage, how are we, plain mechanics, ever to obtain redrefs, 

•* who are not gentlemen, and who are, confequendy, ignorant 

*' of thofe polite and courtly expreffions which are neccflary to 

^ gam a hearing in that Houfe. We are ignorant of the art of 

" difplaying truth by halves, and, as we love plain dealing our- 

** felves, we deteft hypocrify in others, and pity thofe who would 

** wifh us to follow their example. We faid to the Houfe of 

*' Commons, we are wronged and aggrieved— will you right us, 

" and redrefs our grievances, or will you not ? If you will, we 

^ (hall be fatisfied j if you will not, we fliall feek redrefs fome 

^ other way. This is the fole queftion with us, and we put ft, , 

" as we thought, in a moft becoming ftyle to the Houfe of Com-n 

** mons. But, our petition being fcouted, we fhall trouble them 

** no more with our coarfe and unmannerly language. It will be 

** our duty to proceed, as we have uniformly done hitherto, m 

** enlightening the public mind ; and, when a compleat revo- 

" lution of fentiment fliall take place (as will fliortly be the cafe) 

" in our country, we fliall open our mouths, in that key we think 

* moft agreeable to ourfelves i and our voice, together witli 

2 * "that 
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« that of our dhfranchifed countrymen, wUI refemUe, perhaf ^ 
" the thunderings from Mount Sinai ! 

** Yes, Countrymen, we demand Equality of Rights, in which 
** is included Equality of Reprefentatibn, without which terror 

* is law, and the obligations of juftice are weakened ; becaufe^ 
•* un{a&bi\ed by the iacred voice of the people* We are not 
*• fpeaking of that vifionary Equality of Property, the praftical 

* aiTertion of which would defolate the world, and replunge it 
« into the darkeft and wildefl: barbarifin ; but that Equality we 
^ daim, is to make the Slave a Man, the Man a Citizen, and 
^ the Citizen an integral part of die State ; to make him a joint 
** Sovereign, and not a fubjed j to oblige Law, which ou^t to 
*^ be asL emaiution from the general willj to (bed its influence, 
** without diftindion, over the heads of all, and to reftrain or ftrikc 
« the wealthy plunderer equally with the more homely ofFenden 
« We wifli to pve rights t© him who has none, and 2^ country 
** to him who wants one. We wifli'to upfet the idol of injuftice, 
•* which has poured forth, from its exalted throne, a deluge of 
^ forrow, and flooded the world with the tears and the blood of 

* its inhabitants. We delire to fee Wifdom demanding of 

* miferable millions their wants, and Humanity at hand tofupply 

•* them. We defire to fee the fanSuary of Virtue ere£ledj and 

** the ftandard of Liberty planted in cur land^ around which the 

" people may rally as to an Holy of Holies. In (hort, we defire 

" to fee the altar of Equality blazing in Britain, whofe ftreams 

*< of fire, whilft they fhall fliock, convulfe, and tear down the 

^ rotten, pilktrs of prejudices; whilfl: they fliall opnfume Tyrants, 

*' and terrify public delinquents, fliall pierce into the hearts of 

^ the whole People, and confirm the wide empire of Morals on 

*' th« wreck of Superftition and Vice. Such is our Equality* 

" and fuch is the Equality which we proudly gratvJate our Coun- 

« trymen, will fttortly be eftabliftied in Britain, and which we 

** invite you. People of Scotland^ to partake ©f. — The 

« banks of the Forth, the fields of Bannockburh and Cullodcn, 

** and that Tribunal of Edinburgh, which has difgraced yoar 

^ capital, fhall yet bear teftimony to the ^\xk for which 

<♦ FxETCHER wrotcj and Waiiace bled/* 

Tm 
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%)d Mnvelopis^ in each of wbicb was incbfid a Qpy of thi 
Proceedings of the Public Meetingy beld at Sbiffieldyon tbe fib 
Y -dprily 1794, were read\ me aiirejfed " li Mr. Vaugban^ 
^ £fq, C$unfellor at Lawy tbe other » To tbe Honour abk Charlci 

« Fox:' 

William Broomheadj Crofs-examined by -M-. G/ Wx. 

^ You tuAy about the time thefe pikes were ti^ed abou^ 
diere bad bec^ a miichievous hand-bill circulated, for the pur« 
pofe, as you fuppofe, of exciting the people againft the fociety^ 
can yoa tdl me whkt was the general fubftanoe:of it ? : ' . 

A. I had one in my hand, but cannot fpeak to every thing it 
tontained. 

^ But what was the general fubftance of it ? i 

A. It ''was a call to the people to arm againft foreign andin-i* 
-ternal enemies, and the reply which was made to it was coudied 
in die lame language. 

J^ That was the firft. thing that was publiflied; at what 
time was it publifheds before or after this meeting that you 
tpcakof? 

J. I do not recoiled the txzBt time, but I read them both, and 
Ihould have been happy if I had had them both here! . 

* ^. But you fay the obje£t of it was to provoke die people ? . 

* if. It wa3 given out, by various people in the town of Sheffield^ 
we can never do any thing againft diefe people, againft the 
•focicty, till vire ourfelves caufe a rioit. 

s^. 7%{/f^f^/^ meant die fociety? 

J. Yes s and I faw myfelf feyeral perfons ride up and doW% 
round die Market-place, full gallop, to ride over people, vrtient 
at the iame .dme, it was only boys. 

^ The cry was, they could never do any thing with yQU$ 
unlefi they caufed a riot againft you, diey could make nothing 
ofit? 

• A* It has been fidd fo, but I cannot recolIe& who faid, it; 
but this wicked hand-bill appearing, without the fan£bon of thp 
law, or the Magiftrat^ I read it; and, if ], had be^ 9smp of 

• Vol. II. ? thisi 
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Msy, 1 iMiU hxft Iroiifht its'—this W9S tbe canC: ohm]r#ig 
Wii^ flNku^eoacermng arms* 

. ^ Among all the €0«v«diitioa jmi bave eVev heard* upon the 
lahjcA of Aefe f^l^^ ^^« ^y intended for the pvrpofe of 
making an attack upon any power in this country, or ooly ibr 
defending yourielves^ if you (houM be attacked ? 

jf^ I never underihxxf them in ^uiy other Kght, and what was 
Cud abtat them ivaa im, anfiirer to this ivicked haiuUbiU. There 
IMS BfUbu Mr# WiUunAa's aameinoc Mr* Akhorp's^ nor aojr 
fcfttlemitfy^d name in the towBy to it. 

j^ Whetiiet jfoii ever CQUededt tan thde. vrh(» talked of 
^ike^ or ever produced my^ ^t diey meant tc^ make any 
attack upon any of the powers in this country, or only to defect 
themfelves, if th^ were yiegalty attacked ^ 

Jl. This was ^ very truths to ofqpofe iUegpd fbrce» and direfk 
Tidation of die law of tbe landi made upon «is» as waa done at 
Manchefter and at Birmingham. 

J^ Thon ihey were sieant only to be uied oa the de* 
SoaTmi 

A Mr. Gale had &is hand-bill in his hand, whea be £rft 
mcntiDiied the pikes at this meeting, or in his pockety and.there 
were feteral lefohea printod in his paper the W9ek £alkw|jag> 
and direfb anfwers thereto, menttoniiig fomething upon the 
tnafiler. I wodU have brought them both with me, if I had been 
«ppi«henllve of dds. 

^ Had any of the people ia this ibciety to which you b^- 
longed, any idea of making any i^ttack 1900 either the Kingy or 
vlfae Houfe of Lords; bad tfaey any ideaisf akering tbe govern* 
•nent in diat refpedl } 

A. I think they ought to be fent to Be<Uan% if tfaey had. 

J^ Had you, as one of that ibciety^ any iuch iAtendon your^ 

'iWf? 

A. Juft die iame as flying to the fun» < 
^ But to Ipeak |dain; by that ^ou meaoi, I f^pofei^^Siit joil 
never had any foch thought in your mind J 
wi Noi 4ievor« 

^ What 
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1^ VRoit vns lift ikzt pu viQfMd ibpeoJuoe bjl^dnfic ttee^gs 

A To enlighten the people; to ihew the people llie mfen^ 
the ground of all their complaints and fufFerings} vAtn a* man 
vxirks bard tpa: lkixtt$n or feustoen kours of die d^jt^ ihe ^neek 
Araugky and is iwt a^e to maiiitatn fats ba^i ttaati( yiiat I 
tmderftood of it; tafltfrnthc fmyk iht ground of Mti ^i^ 
diejnK^Earenotafaleu 

J^. Was not tke ol^cA of puc mcetiiig a FaifoniniCaif ILd^ 

A. Yes^ it was; an^as fuck we catce^ondcd with die Sode^i 
tX tSiSsA Fififands of tke Pooplo, «5 iwdi as the ConfUtiitioniLl ^o« 
iiBtp. . 

J^ WhQwo&tkemegilMlnflftkeFriBiidiaftiwBeopl^ 

A. There were feveral conunimicatkns, I igmp^ MCiHr^d 
from that Society. - -. 

^. Mr:8tuan^ Ihdievewasthefbarelaiy? ' 
^ A Yes* 

J^. Should you have continued a member of this SocMtty, fif 
^ iis4 bought 4faat tfafy had sm; ioteiit of ffiakiag ^itbor 'the 
King, or the Lords, or of difplacing the Kli^&oaal|is tlttH)M l- 

A. No. 

^ Yai^iiKMiUBOt? 

4 Ma. 

^. Should you not have abhorred fuch an idea ? 

^ Te8> yes. 

^ Have yon any reafoo, Irom any dung diat evec pallW l« 
the Society, to believe diere was a fingle member of it who eAter* 
tained fuch a notion ? 

A. No; tied I do not beUcee diere is fiich a widced man 
ameti§ft them. * 

^ The dsjeiS: of your meeting) y^du ^ was to ftate to the 
fttopledhe grounds of certain ev^ which you tiiou^t to exift) 
and wiihed to bring about a Parliamentary iMbrm'«--Was that a 
^ Parliamentary Reform in the UouA «f(2ommofiS I 

4if« Ia t^ Houfe of Coquaons. 

Pa iJ?; You 



^ You meant that the King »d die I^dsflio^ 
diey were; but that there lliould be a Reform m the Houfe if 
Cteunons r 

J. Yes. 

^ Did you believe^ and wan that the ground upon which yoil 
aded, that by produdng fuch Reform as you wiflied in the Houfe 
of Commons, .that thofe evik would be remedied? 

J. That the King, the Lords, and Commons, mi^t thein« 
iehres, with the Concurrence of die .nation^ remedy tbefe evils— 
As to reforming, as to the expenditure, and other matters, y/ft 
iiad not the vanity to think of fiicii a thing. 
. ^ Tben.do I uoderffauid you right, when I (uppote dus to 
have been your principle — ^diat you thought the Khig^ and die 
Lords, with the Houies of Commons, fo tsbnaed^ would re« 
lireft 4II ypur grievances i 

^ Was it your objed to attain dvs end. peaceably! 

jf* Tliere is no one doubts it in Sheffield, that will (peak ho<« 
•ftcffly.. , 

; .. ^ I fycsk of your own particular objefl^-Your objeft «m 
t0 9tt^it.peiceably?. ... 

A It was. 

J^. Have you any^reafbn to think it was the objefl: of any 
other man in the Society, to ufe any but peaceable means to ob* 
tain It. 

jf. Not to my knowledge — ^what perfons might do, had any 
Ibing^hs^pentd, as a Convention being called, we cannot tefi foe 
th^ wicfcejdhefs* . . . 

Mr* Gibbs. Repeat that anfwer. 
^ ^..Sad thf^e bcaen.a Convention, thofe focieties that lent 
them, I fuppofe, would have put confidence in them, andm 
Iti^ir confoltations, fuppofing them to be competent to devife and 
^ireft the means to the end for a Parliamentary Reform— I un-» 
^^itand it in that light. 

^ When dis^t meeting was hdd, to be fure no man can anfwer 
for the ads of thofe who fhoujd compofe itT-<ertadnly not j. but 
|84:7aa.any reafon to fuppofcvtiiat; thofe whom you fhould fend 

t« 
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%» that meeting would a£t otfaerwife than peaceably, VB^ould jrou 
have fent any whom you did not think would have ai£bd peaces 
;ibJy? 

A* No; ^dioTe woiild have aded peaceaMy^ that we (hould have 
fent; we fhould have fent none dfe but fuch. 

j^. And you have no reafon to diink that others would have 
a&ed otherwife than peaceably \ 

A. No; I have no reafon to think fondiateven 

j|^ When National Reprefentation was talked of by Mr. 
Yorke at this Meeting, by National Reprefentation, was it not 
meant the Reprefentation of the People of England intiie Houft 
0f Commons? 
\^ ^ lalwaysundi^rftooditfoformy partt 

William Broomheadj 
Rcrexamined by Mr. Garrow. 
^ ^ I could wilh to afcertain whether I have taken you correft- 
Iy«— you meant, and as far as you underftand^ your Society meant 
to produce a Reform of the Reprefentation of the People in the 
Oommons Houfe of Parliament by peaceable means ? 

A. Yes, 

^. But you apppehended, that when you fhould depute your 
delegates to a Convention, that you trufled to that Convention, 
and tiiat what might then be done you could not anfwer for, not 
being able to anfwer for (he wickednefs of individuals— Did t 
Jake you cprreftly? 

A. Yes, 

^ For &e purpofe of obtaining diis defirable objefl: of a Par^ 
liameniary Reform, yoi^ &y you correfponded not only with the 
Conftitutional Society, but with other Societies; and among 
Ihem, you have nampda Society c^ed, a Society of the Friends 
of the People ? 

Ai, Yes. 

^ Do you know the anfwer which that Society returned tq 
,your*s as early as the a6th of May? 

>/• I do not nowr^^Ue£llhe anfwer. 
' P 3 ^ Per. 
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^ Ptdiapi I may tiSft yoor memory^ by remiBdiiig yeuof dit 
reply of your fecretary to that Society ? 

A Perhaps it might not be me. 

^. Do yo« kilow i t>^<>i^ ^'f ^ n^^in^ <^ A&toA ? 

J. Yes. 

^ Did he efcr %€t asl Setretary to your Society i 

J. Yes. 

^ You have £nd ^tmt^attx A^eStj and, ts fitr as yed kfiow, 
^ obj^d of ycte Scdet]^ was to obtain a Reform by peacdible 
meani, and bytaHghtening the^bMc-^l aft ydu^ if youdonot 
too^9 that ufM>n die Sbdttj of the Frieiids of (he Pedple re^tfii^ 
ing fome anfwer to your Society^ that your Society wtete, by 
means of Afhton, your fecretarjv diftluiidng any iartHer c^ojn- 
miuication with the Society of the Friends of the People, as unfit 
for your purpofe ? 

J. That he might do^^s I camM fry^ but I do not know 
of a certainty that he did; bec&ntfe gitat part of the tinte ^ea 
he was fecretary^ I had no concern with the Society. 

J^. Was the meafure of difcarding this Society of the Friends 
of the People, as unfit for your purpcfes, difcuffed in your c<Mn^ 
mittees ? 

^. I do not recoiled its being difcttfied in a Committee, 

^ Was it ^icufled fat any meeting of the Divifionsf 

t^. Not in diofe meetuigs of. the Divtfions I have been fpeak-« 
Ing of. 

^ Was it in any meetings ? 

yt^ Yes, it may have been — ^I do not recoiled that it was* 

^ That anfwer wont fuit me-^I a(k, whether in any meeflngs 
of your Society, die propriety of having nothing feriher to do 
with this Society, the Friefnds of the People, becaufetbey would 
Slot go the lengths that made them fit for your comiiiiimcatiofH 
was ever difcuffed ? 

A That was difcuffed, 

4J; Was the refult of that difcuffion commtxmcated to your 
affociated Society, the ConiKtutional Sodety, Aat diis Society,^ 
the Friends of the People, ^AatcVcr theyxprofcfied to ^do, were 

not 



not fit pexTons for your liaving any iStnng more to do vridi 
them? 

^ I do not know diat fuch a letter was commomcatedi nor 
fuch a letter received. 

j^ I do not a(k you, whether you know that fudi a letter was 
received^ or whether you know that fiich a letter was fent ; but 
I aflc you, if die refuk cf your deliberation was not^ that Aey 
were unfit for your Society, that the Conftitutional Society might 
be (b informed i 

A. Nay, I am not certain Aat it was the refuh of ihe detcimi- 
nation of that meeting; I rather think that it was determined af- 
terwards, if it was determined at alL 

^ Do you recoIleA whether Mr. Yorke took any part m Aat 
difcuiSon ? 

A. No; he was not diere then. 

^ Who were the parties ? 

J/. Several pcrftns fpoke, among Whom I was one. 

^ Have you read the declarations publifhed by that Society, 
called the Friends of the People : doubtlefs you have, for your 
information ; or if you have not read them yourfelf, have they 
been read in your Society ? 

A, 1 might have read them — ^I will not &y — ^I believe I might, 

^ Do you not know that in language, to which to be fure I can 
do no juftice, they declared their firm intention, by all conftitu- 
tional and proper means, to produce that very thing which yon 
ftate to have been your objeft, a Reform in -die Reprefentation of 
the Commons Houfe of Parliament ? 

A, Great numbers of people did not believe them — ^tfaey did 
not believe them to be honefL 

^ However, they had made thofe profeifions ? 

A. Y«?s; there was fomething of that. 

^. But that you did not quite believe. Was this, think you, 
9S early as the 26th'of May^ 1792, that you difclaimed thefe 
Friends of the People ? 

A. It may, I do not recoiled the time exactly; I think it 
might be about that time* 

P 4 ^. And 
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I ^-.And that vms long before Mr. Yorke came amot^ jf^ 
lipon his laft miffion ? 

jf. It was. 

^. And of courle long before all thefe difcuffions. Be fo goo<^ 
as to tell me a little more di&xnStly what this mifchieyous hand- 
bill was that excited you to arms— I believe it was calling upon 
people to aflbciate, and to arm againft foreign invaders and domes- 
tic enemies? 

jf. Yes; but not with any magiftrate's name to it. 

^ But the obje£t was calling upon the people of Sheffield tq 
arm againft foreign invaders and domeftiq enemies I 

A Yes J and that meeting, when arms were fpoken of, it wa| 
determined, in feveral refolutions, to get thofe arms for the fame 
purpofe, in reply to that. 

J^. Let us fee that we quite underftand one another. Did 
you adopt that handbill, and arm in confequence of it, or were 
you alarmed at its being prodigioufly unconftitutional, and arm 
againft it? 
. A 1 never did. 
. ^. But the Society ?. 

jf. Some few might. 

^ Was that to arm againft the invafion of foreign enemies or. 
proteft yourfelves againft attack from domeftic enemies ? 
^ jt. It was couched in words, which were taken and put into 
refolves, and advertifed in Gale's Paper the next week. 

^ Your Society, after this handbill, calling upon people to 
arm againft foreign invaders and domeftic enemies, took that 
handbill as their text, commenting upon it, adopting their refo- 
lution, and arming themft Ives ? 

A Yes, againft foreign invaders and domeftic enemies. 

^ Your reafon for doing this was, that you were afraid of 
illegal force being ufed againft you, as had been done at Man- 
chefter and at Birmingham. Did you apply to any magiftrate for 
proteftion ? 

A It was needlefs till the injury was done. 

^ Give me the fafts firli, and th^ comment afterwards. Did 

you 
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Touagplytoanymaglftrate, informing him, that you, whoMT^ro 
peaceable perfons, had been threatened with attacks, andwante4 
flic proteftion of the civil power ? 

A No ; why fliould we till we were attacked. 

j^. I am not capable of arguing with you 5 I f^y that unafw 
feftedly. Did you apply to any magiftrate, informing him, thaj 
any peaceable perfons had been threatened with attacks, an<| 
wanted the proteftion of the civil power ? 

A No, not to my knowledge. 

^ But, on the contrary, you publifhed refoli^tions for armim? 

jf. To that purpole, couched in their words. 

^ You had no intention ^t all of altering the Government| 
but of applying to the Houfe of Commons to redrefs the grievan-, 
ces, under which the people fufFered ? 

A I always underftood it in that light. 

^. How early was it that you came to refolutions in your S07 
ciety to petition the Houfe of Commons no more; for that 
thefe 558 perfons were too fine Gentlemen for you; and you 
were not ufed to the courtly language that would fuit their ears ? 

A Thefe were drawn up by Gale an4 Yorke, and therefore 
they were winked at out of complaifance to them. 

^ And you, who were too rough for the Houfe of Commqns^ 
were courtly enough to pafs thefe refolutions which were pro- 
picked by Yorke and Gale, two of the adtive members of the So^ 
ciety— You lay the Society winked at them ? ^'•s* ^ 

j/, I fuppofe they did, knowing them to be of f^peripr know^ 
ledge. 

^ However, pafs them you did ?. 

A Yes, believing them to be of fuperior knowledge to our* 
Jelves. 

^ The next ftep was to form ^ Convention, and by the de^ 
legates to procure a full, fair, and equal reprefe^tation by means 
of the Convention ? 

A There was then at that very time a petition to die King. 

J^. About the Slave-trade ? 

A Yes, and about a Reform too. 

j^. Whether this was a part of thefe refolutions which pafled 

UpOQ^ 
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npon the fubjeft of arming*^** That the lanfing of Heffian troopt 
** m this country, a ferocious and unprincipled horde of butchers, 
^ without confent of Parliament, has a fufpicious and alarming 
*< appearance, is contrary to the fpirit of our conftitation, and 
** deferving of the marked indignation of every EjigliDuhan** — 
Was that one of the refoludons that you pafled at the time of 
adopting the refolution about the handbill ? 

A* That was pafled when the lefture was read. 

^. Was that long after the handbill ? 

A. No; long before. 

J^. " That it is high time to be upon our guard, fince thefe 
^ armed monfters may in a moment be let loofe upon us, and 
« particularly as the ereftion of barracks throughout the kingdom 
" may only have been an introductory meafure to the filling them 
•* with foreign mercenaries*' — ^Was that one of the reiblutions 
you pafTed long before the handbill ? 

A, Some time before ; I do not know exaftly how long.l 

^ Be fo good as to tell me, as you were to arm at Sheffield, 
very properly as I agree with you, for the fake of preventing at- 
tacks upon you, whether you communicated to any other parts 
of the kingdom the fort of inftruments with which you meant to 
arm yourfelves, and your plan of arming ? 

A. I never did ; and I don't know whether any body elfe did 
or no. 

\^. Do you mean to fay, that you do not now know that your 
Society communicated plans for arming, the mode of procuring 
the inftruments, and the models of the weapons ? 

A. I nevqr knew a fyllable of that till I vras informed of it 
before the Privy. Council. 

.^. Then if Davifon, in the name of the Society, fent any 
fuch letter to London, you was not in that fecret ? 

A. I was hot. 

^. You know Davifon very well ? 

A. Yes, I knew him fomelitde time- 

^. He was a member of the Society ? 

A* Yes, I fuppofe he was. 

^ You have told me, there wa^ no man at Sheffield mad 
I enough 
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ttemi^ te ^kaak oT ftlCMriiig the Goveitwieiit hj fence at all-'— Do 
JIM inchlde ]>atifon in the nuifdMr i 

jf. Wefi, but at tie Ame tiAe, tkene may be wkked men 
among ail bodies* 

^ Doabdefv diMv iiiay-«*]>o you Indude Davifon in the 
iKKober x>ftim6t n^o you &y are not to be found in Sheft eld, with 
any bad uiteiitiiMi agaiiift his MzjeRyy or the government of the 
country ? 

A I will fay this, he did it wiOdUt the knowledge of the So- 
ciety^ andthat be did kwithcKit my knowledge. 

i^ That it not on anfwer to my queftion. 

Jt. 1 have not a doubt of thw being f>roveds but how can I 
fpak to it when I didnbtknowit f 

Mr. Jturnej Getiier»L While wt wtoit Ibr die next witnefs, 
We wiB read that ^rt of the paper tatted the Faft Day, a^ ob- 
lerved at Siiefiiidd) iMiich ri^tes to the landing the Heffian troops 
—This wto in die ytar 1794. 



The /Ubtving £xtrSiffjf were read from a printed Pamphlet^ 

^ FAST DAY, as ohferved at SHEFFIFXD. 

« >f Serious Lecture, delivered at Sheffield, Feb. ^Sthj 
** 1794, b^iftg the Day appointed for a General Fast : ta 
** which are added a Hymn, and Resolutions. 

(From the Beginning to Page 3.J 

« FAST DAY. 
•* A Royal Proelamalion having been ijfued^ commanding Fchru- 
" ary the aSfA, 1794, to be ebftrved as a General Fafi^ the 
** Friends of PtAC^ and Reform, in Sheffield^ determined to 
** honour the t)ay in the moft dijlinguijhed Manner. Ac cor d^ 
« ingly the THOUSANDS of that Town affimbled upon a 
^ fiacious plain near Wejl^ftrnt^ Backfields^ where the Mcet-^ 
^ tng was opened with Prayer \ after which a Serious Lec- 
^ TV9iti. fuikMe $0 the ^c-cajhn^ was read with great Energy 

« to 
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f S^ io thi immenfe Concourfe of People^ v/ba liftmed in thmifi 
** attentive Silence^ A Hymn, prepared for this Salmmtj^ 
f^, was tbenfting in full Cfforifs by th^ whole Affembly. Immi" 
^ diately f^fterj Willliam Camage being called to the 
f^ Chair ^ the folkmingRefilutions were unammoujly pajfed^ and 
.*' the Meeting dijfebjed in tb^t orderly and peaceable Manner^ 
^' wbifh fq eminently diji'tnguijhes the pafjriotic Inhabitants tf 
i% Sheffield. 

^ A Serious Lectihie. 
** In every age of the world, the caufe of truth has always met 
*' with its oppofer3» whenever it chanced to clafli .with, the in- 
S* terefts of ^ venal tribe of Kings^ durtiersy Prie/isj and their 
♦* accomplices. By reading oveir the xjth chapter of i King^ 
f * we find that this yas the cafe ; yet the Almighty Mras pleafed 
f' by an ^^ of Omnipotent Pfrvu^r^ tp overturn the malice and 
Vr wicked intentions of that infamous tyrant Ahab^ and the Sa^r 
** tellites who furrounded him: for,, in the prefenoc of them all 
** (though it made againft them) Truth (hone forth with redour 
** bled fplendour, and the very judgment which Elijah would 
*f probably hai?e n>et with, had fiQt Qod been for him, fell' on 
« thofe abominable Deceivers of Mankind* I refer you to the 
** chapter itfe)f, and yritbout fuFther jntrod^i^ion^ I (hall make a 
" few remarks on the events of that period, as it muft be obvious^ 
** to every ingenious mjnd, that there is a great fimilarity be- 
" twixt the condufl: of the rulers of that day, and thofe of the 
** prefent : therefore it may be needful to obferve, 

*' Firft, Baaj's priefts could not poUibly fiicceed, becaufe he 
f* to whom they prayed could not help them. Baal, being a 
*' name given to an Heathen God, who had no exiftence except 
^ in the imaginatipn of his devotees. And adly. They had a bad 
f* caufe in hand, therefore, were not likely to prevail j Jio mo- 
^ tives to induce them but pride ; pp appetites to ferve, but what 
" were feiifual and devili(b, fo ^hat if they had offered facrifice 
' f' to the true God, in a bad caufe, they would not have obtained 
** their end — ^fqr ^ the ears of the Lord are not open to the cries 
f' of the fooli(b, but unto the ^yife.' 

" It is in this point of Jight, I yie^, with, concern, a. combina- 

** tipn 
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^ tfoabf Kihgs* Apparently leagued aigsunft the caufe of Ffeettofcif 
« a combimtioii vhidi I believe to be odious in the fight of 
^ Heaven, although for its fupport we »e commanded a fecond 
^ time from the Throne, not of God> to feft and pray for thrf 
^ fuccefi of bur arms over our brethren, who are ftruggling for 
^ every thing that is dear to Man^ and which is the will of Gocf 
^ he ihould be pofleffed of-^LiBERTY, chilj p^litkal^ and rr- 
^ ligicusi Life without diem is a burden*** 



(Page II, Resolutions, fcfr.) 
« RESOLUTIONS. 
^ Resolved unanimousIy, 

** I. That War, the wretched artifice of Courts, is a Syftem 
^ of Rapine and Blood, unworthy of rational beings, and utterly 
^ repugnant to the mild and benevolent principles of the Chrifliaa 
** Religion. 

. *' 2. That if the prefent war, be a w^ of Combined Kings 
** againft the people of France, to overthrow that Liberty whicji 
** they are ftruggling to eftablifh, it is, in our opinion, a war of 
« the moft diabolical kind. 

** 3. That when public Fafts and Humiliations are ordered 
^ with the fame breath, which commands the fliedding of bce2n|| 
.** of Human Blood — ^however they may anfwer the purpofes of 
^ State Policy — ^they are folemn proftitutions of Religion. 
, " 4. That the landing of Heffian troops in this country (a fe- 
*' rocious and unprincipled horde of Butchers) without confent 
'' of Parliament, has a fufpicious and alarming appearance, is 
y contrary tothe fpirit of our Conftitution, and deferving of the 
" marked indignation of every Engliflnnan*, 

,** 5. That it is high time to be upon our Guards fince thefe 
** armed monfters may in a moment be let loofe upon us; parti- 
** culariy, as the ereftion of barracks throughout the kingdonj^ 
** may only have been an introduftory meafure to the filling them 
f* with Foreign Mercenaries. 

** b. That die high and free-born minds of Britons, revolt at 
' ' ' "the 



^ iheideaQf fi«dl%SIfVtfliS]rAem» 93^tuMthtbtsh§tixai 
^ 7. Thftt PefiG« aoi Li^orty v« the oApruig of Qfsaveny amd 

<^ 8. Tbttt^TlMin^of thisMcQtiagmdtietoEarlStsui* 

* b^)e» for bU Matiofi and QpiriteA Sftmk fur aflcjiOHiiPldlgsng 
<^ the French RepubUc^ and rcftoring Jhsaf^ to our iiftreled 
** country; for his Motioas and ahk Sfeodi ui h^rhalf of the 
« perfecuted and fuffering patriots* Meffrs. Muir, Palmer, Skir- 
*^ ving, and M^rgarot, in which he nobly Aqfifi alone; and al(b 
** for the whole of his truly animated and benevolent exertions in 
« fupport of the injured Rights §fthi Pi§fie. 

" 9. The Thanks of this Meeting are a^b due to Mr. §heri- 
^ dan^ for his nervous and eloquent Speeches iii die cai|fe of in- 
•* jured Patriotifm, and in fupport of die Conftitution; and alfo 

* to every other Member of Parliament who has nobly flood 

* forward at this important crifis, in fupport rf the Conftiti^ti- 
** onal Liberties of Engliflimen* 

" 10. That if anything had been neceffiiry to have opiivinced 

* us of the total inefEcacy of argument againft a Minifterial Ma- 
^ jority, the decifions which have lately t^eq place in Parlia- 
■* ment, would have fully confirmed oiir opinion, 

** II. That therefore the People have no remedy for their 
« grievances, but a REFORM IN PARLIAMENT— a mea- 
^ fure which we determine never to relinqulfh, though we follow 

* our Brethren in the fame Glorious Caufe to Botany B^y. 

" W. CAMAGE, Chairman." 



^ LONDON CORRESPQNDING SOCIETY. 
*' UNITED FOR A KWCmJt m PARLIAM»IT. 

* " Committee Room^ March 20, 1794. 

** RESOLVED, That the Society approve the fentin^ents coiit 

** tained in the Serious Lefture delivered to the CONSTJTU^ 

** TIONAL SOCIETY at SHEFFIELD, pn the 2^th qf 

** 14ft month-^aad cvncftly recommejiid it tQ jb^ p«rur4 ^ 

••all 
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^ Refolved, That the Commanding a General Fajl for the 
^ purpofe of imploring the Divine Father of Mercy and Peau to 
" fupport and profper us in the horrid a£l of delibcxaiCely dejlroy^ 
« im eur ieilaw-crea.ttire9> is rejusfoant to the true ipirit and 
« principles of Chriftianity, where we are commanded to pray 
^ for our enemi^, &Cr And further cooftdering, that a gj-eat 
" part of the P£OPL£ ace unacc^uainted with the nature of the 
** frefent WAR, either as to its jnftice or nuejjky (every en- 
* deavour being ufed to keep them ignorant of the rsal priuici- 
*' pies aad defigfi for which it was commenced} to approach and 
" to fupplicate the Omnxsci^nt Power, under fuch circum- 
r^ fiances, ai;Ki fojr fuch a purpose, muft indeed be dreadful, fince 
^ knowledge and convi^on are wanlii)g'*-«The' tverff than hjh 
** pocritical hearts of thofe who are the Authors of fuch a mea- 
^ fiire^ altliaygh d\ey u pre&nt impofe upon the ignorant^and 
" credulous, by fuch deteftable, fuch pretended (how of dev<^ 
^ ttQQ, cannot eicape tl;ie chaftiibnent of that Pmsery whom they 
^ tbu$^ infiUt^ and from wbofe judgment there is no appeal. 

« T. HARDY, Secretai:yJ* 



« socnmr for cqnstjtutiqnai* inpormaticw. 

" March 21/?, 1794. 
« RESOLVED, ThattheSecretvyofthisSocietybedireaed 
« to write to the FRIENDS OF PEACE AND REFORM, 
« AT SHEFFIELD} and to affiire themy that Ais Society 
** xriews wiA {^eafure, their fteady exertions to obtain a fair Re- 
^ prefentaticm of die PEOPLE of Great-Britain in Parliament; 
^ and the proper mediods which they have taken to employ w/^- 
" fully thofe days which may be appointed for Public Fafls. 

« D. ADAMS, Secretary/^ 



Henry Alexander (Iworn.) 

Examined by Mr, JVo^i. 

j^ Was you a member of the London Correfponding. Society? 

A. Yes, 

** ^. How 



J^. Jiowlongisitfinccyoafirftbeciracamcmibcrr 

A. It was the latter end of the year X793— I do not b)owdi| 

j^. What divifiort was you ? 

J. Divifion 29. 

^. Did you meet at Robinlbn^s Coilee-houley Shire-latie I 

jz* Yes* 

^. How many might your divifion confift of? 

J. I think I was the twenty-fifidi member when I went \si 

J^ Did you knowMr. Yorke? 

A. Yes, by fight. 

^ Was he a member of the Correfporiding Society? 

A. He became a member while I was there. 

Si* Do you remember his being with you the latter end 0^ tfcd 
-year I793,.at RobirifOn's Cofiee-houfe ? 

Am YeSfc 

J^. What number of people might there be aflembled at that 
time? 

A, I fiippofe between 60 and 100 — ^the room was quite foil. 

^. Did Mr. Yorke tell you whether he was going to leave 
youjornot? ' 

A. On the laft night that he was at the Society, he took leave 
4Df them by a long fpeech — He laid he was going to Bekgi-Ufti— 
Bel-gi-na. 

^ Did he fay for what purpofe he was going there ? * 

A. Yes; that he was going to head the French army, and 
•ihould be back by Chriftmas} that be had received a- letter from 
,a jfriend of his in Bel-gi-um, where they were going ; that tJi«y 
would be ripe by Chriftmas-— he was going at the head of them. 
. J^ Ripe for what ? 

A. For a revolution. 
« . ^ Did he fay whether he meant to return into England again ? * 

A. He did. 

^ What more did he fay? 

A. He faid he was in hopes he flipuld come at the head of 
;Aem to England. . ' » 

Qm of the Jury. Where was he to come to ? . - *. 

' ^ , ^ "^ A. To 
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A. To London* 

% You fay he naade a long fpeech upon his taking leave ? 

A. Yes. 

^ .What did he fay to you in Aat fpeech-^-the fubfbance of it ? 

A, The fttbftance of it Was as I infonned you before — that 
he had received a letter to go over ; that he had an ofFer of being 
a member of the National Convention in France; and that 
kc was in hopes he ihould have the pkafurc of coming here ei- 
ther by Chriftmas, or die beginning of Ae year, at the head of 
Aem ; and that he ihould fee them all ready to join him ; and that 
he was in hopes that Mr. Pitt, with the different minifters he 
mentioned, and the King's head, would be upon Temple-bar* 

Lard Chief Juftice Eyre. That who would join tfiem ? 

A. That the Society would. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Whofe heads upon Temple-bar ? 

A. Mr. Pitt's he mentioned, die Minifters% and the King's. 

Mr. JFood. Recoiled as much more of the fpeech as you can. 

One of the Jury. Did you mention the time when this meeting 
took place ? 

A. It was die 5th of November, 1793. 

Mr, Wood. Did he fay any thing to you tfbout the King and 
Queen of France i 

A. Yes, he did — he made fome obfervations upon them, but I 
cannot recolIe£^ the words how* 

^. But die fubftance of it ? 

A. The fubftance of it was, that it was what diey had deferv^ 
ed--^hat they had met with their defert. 
- J^ Did he fay any diing about war? 

A. I do not recollect that he did* 

J^ Did he fay any thing about the Sans Culottes ? 

A. He did moke mention of the Sans Culottes; that they wero 
a fet of brave fellow^-— He faid a deal about them, that diey were 
a fet of brave fellows. 

J^ Do not you xecolIe6l what he &id befides ? 

A. I do not. 

J^. Did he fay any thing to you about arms ? 

A. He did. 

Vol.. IL <^ ^ What 



^ What iiid lie fay about arms ? 

jf. He faid thjit he was in hopes when he came, he IkofAi irni 
them all ready to join him, and that when the point came that he 
hoped they wotdd not be afraid, and ipring or (hiink from what 
Aey pretended to be ; he iaid| it was impoffible to do any thing 
without fome bIoodihed# 

One of the Jury. Who did you mean by Ac they^ 
' jf. The foeiety v he was fpeaking to the fociety^ 

Mr. fFood^ What did he iay about bloodflied i 
' A. He fiiid^ that there would be no good done without fome 
tdoodftiedy 

J^^ Did he iay any diing to you abottt Sheffield, or the people 
at Sheffield ? 

A, He faid; that there was a fet of brare men there« 

J^. Did he teM yott in what they were brave ? 

jf, I cannot fay that he did* 

,^ What mpre did he fay about the Sheffield men I 

A. lio not FCfolleft- 

^ Where was the blood to be Ihed? 

A. He did not fay. .* - 

' j^ Did bQ iay any thing about breacf and chisel, do you 
f ecoUeft ? 
. ; A^ No J there was fuch a Aing menti<Hicd in the foeiety one 
night before ^ there was a perfgn came in from .Sheffield, an4 
j&id that they had pikes made at Sheffield at fixpenee a-piece; 
thei:e \to^ another ma4e anfw^r ki the room^ who he was I did 
not know, nor him from Sheffield ', he iaid it would be good for 
them to have the lame, it wpuld only be living upon bread and 
cheefe for one day ;. Mr. York? was not there then. 

^ Was it the fame night i 
--A* No, it might be two or three nights before^ 
'. ^ How was Mrr Yorke's fpeedi received among you ? 

A, Quite unanimous ; when he got up .we all got up and 
fliook hands with\him ; all rofe and (hook hands with him when* 
he got up and left the room. 

Lord Chief Ju/ijce Eyr/e. Djd you iee Mr» Yorke any more I 
A* I iaw him no more after thatr 
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Mr. WooL Do you know where he went! 
- A, I did not. 

J^. Did you continue in the fociety after that night, or leave itf 

A. I went after that to Mr. Dundas's office, and likewffe to 
my Lord-Mayor, who is fitting there: — No, it was Sir James 
Sanderfon. 

J^ Have you feen any other bills like ^^^^'(Jhewing one to the 
witnefs) i 

A. No. 

^ Did you fee that before ? 

^. No. • ^ • 

J^. Why did you go to my Lord-Mapr ? 

A. Becaufe I thought it was proper that Government (houW 
.be let into the light of what they were proceeding upon ; imme-* 
diately as I found out what they were I gave information. 

^ What had you apprehended them to be at the firft ? 

A. At the firft I viras afked to go to the fociety— I did not 
know what they were ; as foon as I got in, 'Smith was delegate ; 
the perfon with me was a friend of Smidi's ;. they afked me to 
be made a member — ^I agreed ; I did not know what it was, X 
gave thirteen-pence, and they gave me a ticket, 

^ Where is it ? 

A. I gave it to Mr. DundaS's Secretary, 

^ How long was it before that ? 

A I think I was feven tunes there. 

Henry Alexander ^ 
Crofs-examined by Mr. £r/kfite* 
J^. WJiat are you ? 
A. A linen-draper. 
^ Where do you live ? 

A. At the Rc4e, in the Fleet-market j I refidc there at prcfent 
^ At what time cf the year was it that you firft went with 
your friend to this fociety ? 

A. Towards the latter end of the year 1793. 
* ^ Did you go for die purpde of beipg a member I 
^. I did not, though I became pne, 

0.2 ^. Fa< 
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J^ For what pul'pofe did you go I 

A. I went for the purpofe of going to a club ; my acquaintan^ 
^iked m^ if I would go to a fociety with him, and I went* 

J^. Who is this friend? 

A. His name is Whitehorn. 

J^. You went there perhaps from curiofity ? 

A. Nothing elfe. 

J^ Was Mr. Yorke there that night ? 

A. He was not 

J^. Who might be there that firft night ? 

A* Some that were there as delegates ; Afhley wa^ there, and 
Baxter was dierei thcfe are all I know by name, except 
Whitehorn. 
. j^ What day of the month was it? 

A, I cannot £iy« 

j^ What day of the week was it ? 

A. Of a Tuefday. 

^ In what month ? 

A* I cannot fay the month. I 

^ ^ Try? 

A^ I cannot 

J^ Did you hear anything that offended you that night ? 

A. No, nothing at all. 

^. How long did they fit? \ 

Jl. *Till twelve— r'till near one o'clock. 

^ What did they converfc about ? 

A. They had papers. 

^. Were they read ? 

^« I think Mr. Smidi had fome pamphlet that night to be 
read \ he generally brought papers of fome kind. ' 

J^. Then you heard it read ? ! 

A* Yes \ there was fomething read that night 

^ Did you become a member that night ? 

A. Yes. 

J^ After you had heard that read ? ^ 

A. Th^e was nodiing read till after I was admitted a membm 

^. Then you was fuddienly converted into a member \ you 
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Went there cut of mere curiofity, with no defign of becoming a 
member, and at once, when Smith ftarted up, you became a 
member ? 

A. He aflccd Whitehom. 

^. And Whitehom went from curiofity ? 

A. No, he bdonged to them before, to a Ibciety in Holbom, 
which I did not know till afterwards. 

^. When did you go next time ? 

A. I miffed two or three nights. 

^. You fay yftu attended feven meetings ? 

A. I think I attended feven times, 

^ Was Yorke there the fecond time ? 

A. No. 

^. Who was there Ac fecond time ? 

j/. I do not recoUeft— Smith was there. 

^ Did not you become acquainted with the people wW 
were there, by converfing with them ? 

A. No; I conyerfed with Afliley, I fpoke to him two or 
three times* 

^. You became a member, becaufe you wifhed to propagate 
their opinions and dodrines I 

A. Not at all. 

J^ Then in plain Englifli you went there as a Ipyj did 
you not? 

A. When I went I did not know what it was. 

J^ When you became a member, did not you become a 
member for the purpofe of informing ? 

A. After I knew what diey were I did. 

i^ Had you had any opinions upon the fubje<5l of a Reform ; 
did you wi(h a Reform of Parliament ? 

A* I did not. 

j^. Then why did you become a member if you did not wifli 
for a Reform in Parliament, but for the purpofe of being a fpy ? 

A^ When I became a member I did not know what they 
were, 

^* Did you not know they were a fociety for Parliamentary 
Reform? 

0.3 ^ Yes, 
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A Yes. 

J^ You lay you did not wifh a Parliamentary Reform ? 

jf* I fcarce knew what they meant by it when they read it 
over. 

^ Did you wife a Partiamentary Reform when you became 
a member, when you heard that paper read the firft night. Now 
mind j did you wifh a Parliamentary Reform, or any alteration 
in the Houfe of Commons, or in the government any way : — 
Upon your oath (look acrofs to the Jury) — ^Did you, upon your 
oath, when you became a member of that fociety, wiib and 
defire to have any alteration in any part of the government' — You 
need not look at me, I fliall hear it well enough ; why do you 
hefitate— come, cough it up, anfwer me that upon your oath; 
are you acquainted with Mr, Duiui, of Manchefter ? 

A. No. - 

^. I fhould have thought you was ? 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre, Why do not pu anfwer the queftion f 

wf. I do not underftand you. 

Mr. Erjkine. I am forry for it ; I believe you are the only one 
in court that does not : I will put it again to you, becaufe I wifli 
to be civil to you, Did you wilh a Parliamentary Reform, or any 
alteration in the government, when you became a member of 
that fociety ? 

A I never wifhed any thing of the kind. 

^ Then, upon your oath, why did you becpme a member of 
.^"fociety for Parliamentary Reform, if you wilhed nothing of 
the kind ? 

A. The reafon of my becoming a member, was, when I went 
in, as I faid before. Smith a&ed Whitehorn if I would not be 
made a member j he faid no, I had better not tornight ; but 
Smith urged him, and faid make him a member 3 then one got 
Up and read a paper, 1 heard him read fomething, but I did not 
underfland what he read till after I got the paper from him j| 
they gave me afterwards what they read over, and the ticket, 

^. Then you read it ? 

A* I do not know I jead it that night, 

^ Did you read it before you went there again ? 
f S ^. Yes, 
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^ Then fince you took the paper read in the lociety home 
mtb you, and read it in the interval between the firft time and 
the fecond time of your going there, you muft aj^rove of it 
hefare you went a fecond time i 

An I did not 

^ You thought there was danger in it ? 

A, I read it to two or three of my friends % th^ were of the 
f»lfl< opinion as myfelf^ 

1^. What is become of the paper? 

A* I left it at Mn Dundas's office, 

^. Then you went of courfe, the fecond time, for fee purpofe 
of becoming ao infonner ? • 

A I did; I went to fee what they were upon ? 

J^. Between the firft and fecond time you went to that fociety,- 
or before you went to it at ^11, had you been defired by any body 
to go for tiiat purpofe ? 

A' I had not, - 

^. Then you went of your own mere motion^ becauie you 
wifhed to be ferviceable to the public by going there ? 

Af^ The fecond time I did, 
* ^. When- you was there you pretended to be a.frieod, no 
fbubt, and to approve pf what was going on? 

A. I did, 

1^ Whereas in &ft you were a fpy ? 

A* So I proved at laft. 

^ You went the fecond time in order to be one \ 

A, I went \n order to fee what their plan was-^what the rrtl 
grounds of it were, 

J^. Pid you take dpwn any minutes on paper ? 

A* They would not fuffer it. 

S^. You went again a third time ?. 

/. I did, 

^ Was it then that Y orl^e talked of the pikes ? 

A. No, 

^ They met weekly, did not they ? 

Af Every week* 
^^' - 0^4 ^. That 



^ That would extend to near two months; then of cOutfe 
you can tell us what month it was in ? 
A The month I went I cannot (ky, 
. J^. How long ago j was it in 1793 or 1794 1 
A. In 1793. 

^ Was it winter or fummer ? 
A, Towards the latter end of the year. 
Si* How long before Chriftmas, think you ? 
A. I camiot fiiy that ; I recolle£l the day when Yorke made 
his fpeech, I attended twice after I had been with Mr. Dundas ? . 
Si* Should you know the perfons if you faw them, that attended 
.at this meeting at the end of this year ? 
A* I cannot fay — ^I fliould know Afliley. 
^. If you law the countenances of the feme pcpple that you 
(aw in that room l 

A. I do not know — ^I could not fwear to them, 
^. Were they generally the fame people, or different people? 
A. Different people ; they came from different divifions. 
^ How many people do you me^ to fwear were in the room 
that rofe up and Ihook hamjs wi^h Mr. Yorke, when he ftatpd 
what you have told the Jury about bloodfhed and about arms ? 

A. To (ay exa£tly I cannot rem^ipber j there might be in die 
room upwards of fi^Kty, or between that and an hundred \ the 
room was as full as it could hold. 

^ I haye almoft forgot the name of the place ? 
A, A ^offee-houfe in Shire-lane. 

^ Then they all (hook hands with Mr. Yorke, in appl^c 
^ and approbation of what he faid ? 

A* Yes, they did when he got up to quit die room. 
^. Was that when he was going to BeU^i-un^ f 
A Yes. 

SI* Was that the word he iiiade i^fe of, that he; was going t9 
Bel-gi-um? 

A Yes — ^Bel-gi-^ani pr Bel-gi-um, 

SI* Had you heard of that place before \ 

A* No, nor did not kfiow what it was, • 

^. And he (aid he was going to head the French anpy ? 
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A. Yes, he was going to Bel-gi-um to head the French army, 
and fhould be back by Chriftmas \ that he had received a letter 
from a friend of his in Bel-gi-um, that they would be ripe by 
Chriftmas. 

J^. You did this, no doubt, as a lover of your country merely ? 

A, Nothing elfe, 

j^. Nothing elfe but that? 

A. No other reafon. 
' ^ Then you went voluntarily, without ever being employed 
by any body, or defired by any body ? 

A* There were three of my friends I mentioned it to, who 
thought I fhould do right, they faid, in giving the informadm. 

^. Who are they ? 

A, One, his name is Broughton, another is a widow lady, 
Mrs. Graflfwood, and Mr. Bryant. 

^ How long have you been in bufinefs for yourfelf ? 

A* I am not in bufinefs for myfelf. 

^. What arc you then ? 

A, A linen-draper by profeflion. '] 

^ But not for yourfelf ? 

A. No, 

<^. Who do you live with ? 

At 1^ not in a fityation at prefent. 

^. You are in a very Angular fituation, I think ; what d» 
you mean by not being in a fituation ? 

A' Not in employment. 

^ How long is. it fince you was in employment i 

A. In May laft. 

.^. Where did you live ? 

A. In Moorflelds. 

^ Wher^ there ? 

A. At Mr. Kellerby's, No. 14, Finfbury^Place*. 

^ He is a linen-draper, I fuppofe ? 

A» He was then — ^he has fmce let his fhop to another ; he 
carries on the tayloring bufinefs. 

j^ How long did you Jive widi Mr, Kcljerby ? 

A, f iv? oioiithg, 

^ When 
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j^ When wis it you went to him ? 

A. I left him in May — ^I went to him in December 3 

^ You came to him in December ? 

A^ In December. 

j^ You pame to him as a fliopman, did you \ 

A Yes. 

J^. Where did you live before that ? 

A* At Mr. Faulder's, a linen'-draper, on Holbom«^ridge» 

Sl» Did you live long there ? . 

A. I lived there ajmoft two years, 

S. Since you laft left this Mr. Kellerby, have pu been ap» 
plyftg for any other bufmefs ? 

A. Yes. 

^. What fort of bufmefs ? {look acrofs to the Jury). 

A* For the fame.. 

^. It is a long time in this town, where there is fo much linen 
and callico, to be out of bufmefs i who have you applied to^ 
during that time, to be employed ? 

A' I have applied to different pebple. 

^. To whom? 

A. To Tw)mian and James, in Holborn* 

^ Who ejfe ? 

A. I applied to another perfon who has juft opened ihop ; he 
was going to ' open ffiop, Mr, Marley, in Holborp, with him \ 
agreed to live, No. 320, facing Gray'srimi-gate. 

^ How happened it you left him ? 

A> Becaufe I was obligated to attend here, 

^ Then you have loft your bufi^efs by attending here ? . 

A> I have. 

^. Then you are a good patriot, indeed ! fo that from a zeal 
for the truth, and in order to proye that which you have been 
proving, you broke off your agreement with this Mr. Marley I 

A. Yes. 

^ What was he to give you a year ? 

A. Twenty-five pounds, 

^. How long ago is it fince you entered into diis engagement 
with him ? 

An Some 
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'A Some time before he opened fhop. 
J^. You know, I do not know when he opened ibop 9/whea 

was that ? 

>/. On the twenty-fecond of laft month, I think. 

J^. How long was it before he opened fhop, that you enterc4 
into this agreement with him ? 

A. I cannot &y. 

J^. A day or two days ? 

A. A confiderable time before. 

J^ How long ? 

A. I believe the latter end of July, or the beginning of Auguft,. 

J!^. So you entered into an agreement with him \ when did 
you go to tell him that you could not go on with this agreement ? 

A I told him. 

^. How long ago ? 

A. I told him the day after I had the fiibpoena that I muft 
Jeave him. 

^ How long ago is it that you had the fubpoena ? 

A. I had the fubpcena laft Tuefday fortnight. 

i^. Who fubpcena'd you ? 

A. Mr. Wood. 

^ Was you told it was neceflary that you fhould give up 
your employment for that ? 

A. No. 

^. Did you afk, whether they would allow you to continue 
with this linen-draper, and give you notice when you fhould be 
granted ? 

A, I did not. 

^. Did you apply to the Solicitor of the Treafury, or any 
body engaged in this profecution, to tell them that you- had 
pntered into fuch an engagement ? 

A, No. 

^. So you gave up you employment voluntarily, becaufe you 
jiras wanted here at the Old-Bailey, for half an hour ? 

A. Yes, for no other reafon. 

^ Did you alk M^ • Marley whether }ie would confent to 

take 
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take you as his fhopman, and allow you to come here for the 
purpofe of giving evidence ? 

J. No. 

^ Had you an idea that Mr, Marley would have refufed to 
permit you to obey the King's writ, by commg to give evidence 
here ? 

jf. For that continuance of time that I expefted it would be, 

^ Where is Mr, Marley's fliop ? 

A In Holborn. 

^ So you mean to fwear, that having entered into an engage- 
ment with Mr. Marley, to receive 25I. a year, you put yourfclf 
out of employ without ever afking him, whether your attendance 
here was confiftent v/ith his employment, or afking the Solicitor 
of the Treafury, whether he would give you notice v4ien you 
would be wanted to give evidence ? 

'jf. Yes, I only left him laft Friday. 

^. What reafon did you give him ? 

jf, I faid I was going out of town. 

^ Then you do not fpeak the truth, I fuppofe, unlefs when 
you are upon oath i 

A. Yes, I do. 

J^. Why then did you tell him you was going out of town ? 

A. Becaufe I expefted to be fent for to Sheffield about Yorke, 

^. How could you expedb it when you knew that this trial 
was coming on, and you was fubpoened here ? 

A. I expefted to go after, as foon as this was over. 

^. What made you fuppofe you (hould be called to go dowu 
to Sheffield as foon as this trial was over ? 

A. I only furmifed that in my own imagination* 

i^ Had any body told you you was to be employed upon that 
bufmefs, after you had been here upon this job ? 

A Np. 

^ Then what made you think yoU was to go down to Shef- 
field after Mr. Yorke? Look at the Jury,* do not look fe 

much at me, I have feen enough of you, 

A* The reafon of my thinkijig fo was, I had been infonned 

before, 
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before) that he was expe6led to have been tried at die laft affizes 
at York. 

^ Who informed you fo ? 

-^. Mr, Wood, 

^. You told me a little while ago you did not know you was 
to go down ; it was only a furmife of your own mind i 

A Immediately after this was oven 

^ You have not fought out for any employment fince^ , 
have you ? 

>f. No. . * 

^ Where did you live before you lived with this Mr« 
Kellerby ? 

A At Mr. Faulder's. 

^ Where before that ? 

A In Cheapfide, with Mr. Smith. 

J^ How long is that ago ? 

A That is between four and five years ago. 

J^ How long did you live with Mr. Smith, in Che^fide ? 

A. I was with him eighteen months, I believe. 

^ And4eft him five years ago ? 

A, I do not know that that is exactly the time — I left hinii 
and went in the country for eleven months. 

J^. For your health, I fuppofe ? 

A. I went to fee my friends. 

^ Where do they live ? 

A. At Wafliford, near Salifbury, fix miles from Salifbury* 

^ Who are your friends you went to fee Acre i 

A» My aunt. 

^ What is her name? 

A, Alexander. 

J^ How long did you ftay with her ? 

A. I was there eleven months. 

^. That is eleven months out of five years, when you paid 
youraiFe(Stionaterefpe<Sls to your aunt— -What did you do when 
you came back-^- Where did you go next ? 

A. To Mr. Marley's. 

^ That cannot be, you know j for that is five years ago ? 

A. I went 
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if. I went from Smith's to Faulder's. 

!^ You know it is five years ago» 

J. It is rather better than four, I believe. 

^ You lived eighteen months with Mr. Smith; you. Went 
to your aunt's, and ftaid eleven months; when you came 
back, after having paid this vifit, and and after you had left 
Smith, where did you live before you went to Faulder's i 
c jf, I was with an aunt in Old Bedlam. 

j^ Another aunt? 

A Yesv 
•*' ^ ' Where is Old Bedlam ? 

J. On the other fide Moorfields* 

^ Is her name Alexaiider ? 

Jt. No, Simpfon. 

^ How long did you live with her ? 

J. It is impoflible for me to lay exaiUy how long it Was* 

^ Did you live there up to the time ; for if you don't tell 
me that, I-fliall afk you where you did live. Did you live with 
your aunt in Old Bedlam after you came out of the country up to 
the time you went to Faulder's ? — ^I do not want to hurry you# 
i -//• I went to Smith's when I returned from the country ; from 
Smith's I went to my aunt's, in Old Bedlam, and was there till 
I went to Faulder's. 

^ I am thrown out quite ; you: have changed the whole thing 
upon me at once — ^When you write your life you muft be a little 
more, correft. I will juft take it down-— How long is it ago 
fince you lived with Smith ? 

J, Rather better than four years ; but I cannot be certain. 

^ What did you leave Smith for ? 

jI. We had fome words. 

^ Had fome words — ^what might the wordis be, think you ? 

jd. I do not know I am fure-exafHy now; we had fome words, 
and upon that account we parted, 

■ ^ You have an amazing good memory ; you have repeated t 
whole fpeech a man made at a meeting ; but you cannot remem- 
ber the few words that paffed between you and your nuifter— 
Now try; I will fit down and give you time. 

lord 
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r tdrd Chief jfu/f la Eyre. Why don't you give an anfwer f 
A IcjinnotrecoUeft the words, it is fo long ago* 
Mr. Erjkinei Then you do wt remember the words^ 
A, I do not* 

^ Wheft you hare words with a man, it means you had a 
quarrel*— You know I did not afk you what you faid to your 
inafter, and wfefit he faid to you ; but what was the quarrel 
about— You muft have a ftrange memory for a witnefe— -whor 
ifi to repeat a whole fpeech, if you do jiot remember for what you 
left your maftcr — I wifh you would look at thofb Gentlemen; 
they are very good-looking men. 

. Mr. Attorney ^General. Mr. Erfkine has faid repeatedlyy that 
Ais witnefe had reprefented that he ftated the whole fpeech that 
Mr; Yorke made— I fay, that is not only not correct, but it is 
very far from corredlnefs* 

Mr, Erjkine^ I am exceedingly glad to be corrected, and I 
ftall efteem it no interruption whenever you do; becaufe I am 
fo ufed to this work that nothing can put me out— Do try ajid re- 
coiled what was the nature of the quarjrel between you and Mr. 
Smith, 
^ \ Lord Chief Juflice Eyre. Do you recoiled, and if you do, 
bavc you any objeftion to telling us ? 

./.No. 

Lord Chief Juflice Eyn. Then do you fecoUea what ytM 
quarrelled with Mr. Smith about ? 

J Mr. Erfkine. I am entitled to have die benefit of this Qentle-' 
ipan*s deportment— If your Lordfliip will juft indulge me fo< 
one moment. 
; Lord Chiefjujlia Eyre.. Give him feir play. 

Mr. Erfkine. He has certainly h^d fair jday — ^I wiflx we had a» 
feir play > but that is not addrefled to the court. 

Mr. Attorney-GeneraL But whp do you mean ? 
:. Mr. Erfkine. I fay the prifpner has a eight to fair play. 

Mr. Garrow. But you laid it was not faid to the Court* . ^ 

Mr. Erfkine. But I am not to be called to order by the Bar— • 
Do you or do you ijot recolleiSt what was the caufe of yoiu" quar- 
rel with your maftcr ? . 
'. , J. Some 
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A Some words that happened between the fhopman and me*-« 
We had words iirft, and then my mafter and I had feme word» on 
account of it) and then we parted* 

^ What was the nature of the quarrel between you and the 
ftopman, which led to the quarrel between you and your mafter ; 
becaufe now you fee you begin to recoiled it ? 

jf. We had fome high words and he called me, I £ud I 
would not be put upon. 

^ People feldom begin to abule one another without fome 
xeafon. 

jf. We had words — ^I was hot as well as him, I fuppofe — ^Wc 
called one another fools-^I do not know whether we did not 
ftrike one another — He wanted to be head — I (aid I would not, 
put up with it. 

j^. Who was he? 

jf. His name is Williams. 

J^ What is his Chriftian name? 

j/. I do notrecolleft. 

^. Do you know where he went to afterwards ? 

jt. I do not. 

^ Have you ever ieen Mr. Smith fmce you parted from him? 

jt. Yes, once. 

^. From Mr. Smith's did you go to your aunt— Yoiu told me 
before that you had gone to your aunt's, and returned from near 
Salifbury to Mr. Smith's ? 

J. I went to Mr. Smith's after returning from Sail (bury ; then 
I went to my aunt's in Old Bethlem; there I was till I went 
to Mr. Faulder's. 

^ You are fure it was in die latter end of the year 1793, that 
you heard all this about pikes i 

A. Yes. 

^ What did yoii hear at the diird meeting you went to ? 

A* I cannot fay — ^I took no particular notice of any thing that 
J heard but that night. 

- ^. How long did you ftay die third time ? 

- A. Till between eleven and twelve o'clock. 
9. At what time did you go in the evening ? 

/. AboiiJ 



if. About eight>*-betwecn eight and nine- 
^. And flaid till between eleven and tWfilve. 
J. Yes. 

^ Do you fecolledany thing £ud that third night ? " - 
A. I v^on't pretend to iky I do any night, except that time 
• that Yorke made his fpeeck ; that I can reoollefl particuiarly^— 
various things Ivere read over at different time& 

J^ What were you doing between the hour& of eight and 
twelve at night ? 

A. Sitting diere— *they kept the books open> and tfa^ admit- 
ted members, till nine o'clock, I think it wa& • 
J^. How many members were admitted that night? 
A. I cannotiqr. 

J^ But diere weine (bme members admitted \ 
1^. I do not know whether any manbers were admitted that 
night — ^tbere was in general, of nights ; hut the books werek^pt 
open for admiffionof diem till nine o'clock. • 

^. But I take for granted, that a great deal muft be iSiid be- 
tween eight and nine, and eleven and tv/dve; becaufe you know 
you w^it there in order to infiorm \ 
A, I wept there to hear what they had lo fay. 
1^. In order to inform, you Inve txid us before— Theft did 
you hear nothing at all ? 
A.^ I took no particular notice of any thing. 
^. You went the fourlh ni^t— <lid you \ 
A. Yes. 

^ What time in the evening did you go the fourth night f 
A. I fuppofe about the fame time. 

^, And fmce you went in order to colled information, yau 
(laid, I fuppofe, till the party broke up. What was faid that 
night ? 
A^ I do not recollect any thing in particular. 
^. Notafyllable? 
^. I do not recollect any thing at all. 
^. What time did you go the fifth night f 
A. About die fame time, \ fiippofe. 
% And ftaid, of courfe, till it broke up ? 
Vol. II. R A. Yes, 
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^. Yes. 

J^. Can you recdle£l nothing that paffcd that fifth night ? . 

j/. I can't recoUeS to fey in particular what nights they were 
i— I think I few Mr. Yorke three times there—he came in with 
another perfon — he feid they had been to Newgate to Mr. Froft, 
and diat he was to be pilloried the next day-^e feid he had had 
tome words with Mr. Kirby. 

^ What did you hear iaid that night by Yorke about the 
pikes ? 

j(. I never heard Yorke mention about the pikes diat I know 
of; it was a perfon in the room — ^I do not think Yorke was th^e 
the night the pikes were mentioned; it was a perfon came in from 
Sheffield, and faid, they could get pikes at fixpeoce a-f iece from 
Sheffield ; another feid, he diougfat it would do for them as. well 
as for the people of Sheffield, and it was only living upon bread 
and cheefe for one day. 

^ So th^t is all that you can remember in aQ da& times that 
you attended f 

jf. I remember hearing Yorke fpcak another time about the 
army's being defeated, and their having mopfticks to defend Froft 
while he was pilloried. , . 

J^. Was this on the ieventii night i 

A, I cannot fay* 

Thomas Whiuhorn ((worn.) 
Examined by Mr, Bower. 
J^. Were you at any time a member of the London Cdrre- 
fponding Societj ? 
AST was. 

^. At what time diJ youbegm to- be a member ? 
A The feme evening as the witnefs that was laftexaminedl 
^ About what time of the year-^the beginning, the middle^ 
or the end? 

A* Towards the btter end of the year* 

^ What is your profeffion ? • 

^. I am ihopman to abookfcIIer» 

^ Tbo 
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^ The firft time you was there was with die laft witnef% 

Alexander? 
J, It was. 

J^. Do you know how Alexander came to go there i 
A. I believe we went together. 
J^. Did Alexander propofe it to you, or you to him ? 

A. I can't fay ; but we both went die fame evening, I believe. 

^. Were you bodi admitted the fame night ? 

A^ Yes* 

^. How long did you continue a member ? 

A.\ believe we paid for a quarter that evening— I was thercji 
to the beft of my knowledge, about four or five times. 

^ Did you fee Mr. Yorke diere at any of the times ? 

A. Only oncp, to the beft of my knowledge. 

^. How long did you continue a member after the night yot| 
had feen Mr. Yorke there ? 

A. I was not diere above once t)r twice after that. 

^. Have you quitted the Society ? 

A. Yes. 

^ How came you to quit it ? 

A^ I could not conveniently attend— I left my fituation— I did 
not know any particular reafon. 

J^. You remember Mr. Yorke being diere ? 

A. I do particularly. 

^. Were there, few or many people in the room at duit time ? 

A. There might be from forty to fixty people. 

^•- Did Mr. Yorke come in as an ordinary member, or diftin^ 
guifli himfelf in any way ? 

A* He came in as though he had been there before, and feemA 
9d to be very wdl known. 

^ Did he fay iny thing ? 

A, He made a long fpeech; I left him fpeaking, and do nod 
remember any part of his fpeech* 

^. Do you mean that there .might be forty people when you 
came in, or when you went away ? 

A. Attach time the room was nearly full. 

^. Though you do not remember the words .of his Ipeech, 

R z perhaps 
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^rhflps yew can reCoUe£t enough to fay, whether it wa* a ino> 
derate or violent fpeech, or what the fubjeS; <rfit was ? 

A. He feemed fpeaking very loud, but I was at the farther end 
of the room from him. 

^. Can*t you take upon yoii to recolleft even what die fub- 
fiance of hU fpeech was ? 

A. No ; not a fentence I could not fwear to* 

^. You was there the firft night that the other .witncfs went 
with you ? 

A. I believe it was the firft ni^t. 
^ ^ Do ja)u recoUeft, before you went out of the room, whe- 
ther any thing was faid about Yorke, about his intentions of ei- 
ther being in one place or another, about going abroad, or being 
at home, or any thing of that kind ? 
.^ A I undcrftood fomething that he wais g(nng abroad. 

^ From whom? 

A. I believe he mentioned it in his fpeech ; I did not mind die 
particular words j or whether I undcrftood it from any body elfe 
in the room, I am not certain; but I underftood he w^ abour 
quitting England. 
' : ^ Who did you live with at Ae time you became a member 
of this Society ? 

A. The late Mr. William Owen, in Fleet-ftreet. 

^ Where did you go to after that ? 

A. To Mr. Baxter's, a Bookfeller, No, 8i, in the Strand, 

^ Do you recolle<£i enough of the fpeech that was made by 
>Ir. Yorke on that night, to tell me what impreffion it nade 
upon your mind at that time ? 
<^ Mr.ErJkine. This cannot poffibly be evidencje* 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, He is able to give no account at sJI 
of it > and as to any impreffion upon his mtnd, certainly you can't 
;^ him to that. 

Mr. Bower. 'Hzd you any ccmverfction with Alexander, after- 
;wards about what had paiTed tiiere ? 

A. I faw him a morning or two after we vi^ere there ; I.bclfei^e 
I might afk him howl<Hig he ftaid after I l^t the rooiiH or fomc- 
^ffaii^ to diatpurppfe ? 
; ^ You 
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^, You fay you quitted the fociety foon afcer I 
- A. Very iooh after; I belief'e I was not dMYe aboie four 
dmes. 

J^, What was your reafon for quitting the Society ? 

A. Becaufe I left the Htuation I was in. • 

J^ Had you no other reaibn but th^ ? 

A. I lodged at a different part of the town, and had not time 
if I had-a "mil to go. 

^ Was your reafon entirely becaufe you had changed your 
fituation, or had you any other reafon befides ? 
* X No; if I had retained my (ituation, I (hould have gone 
again moft likely. 

^. Have you always fiiid that tfiat was your reafon ?*— kecd- 
left yourfelf. 

A* I do not know that I have faid any Aing about it; it Was a 
matter I never thought tx) be qucftioned on, and i«vcr troubled 
myfelf about it. J 

^. What part of the room were you in-— were pu near 
Mr.Yorke? 

A. No, quite the reverfe. 

Lord Chief JufHct Eyre, How long have you known Alex* 
ander? 

A. Some months ; I cannot fay how long. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, What was his fituation ? ' 

A, He was in a linen-draper's (hop. 

l^ord Chief Juftice Byre. What (hop was he in ? 

A. At Ae firft of my knowledge of him, at Farfder's,'at 
Holborn-Bridge. '"^ 

George ^ddiforty .({worn.) 
Kxxauxisd hf Mr. Bmuer, 

^ You lived .at Sheffield, I believe ? 

vf Yes. 

^ What is your bufinefe ? 

A. A Hair-Drefler. 

^ Have you any other employ? 

R 3 A A Turneri 
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A. A Turner- . - 

^ Were you stt any time a Mcmjbcr o( the Conftitutional 
Society at Sheffield ? 

^. Yes, 

^. About what tiqie did you become a Member ? 

A I do not know exadlyj it is about two years agOj or 
above that. 

^ Were you at any time a delegate, at any .diyifion of that 
meeting? ♦ . 

J. Yes. 

J^ What divifion of the Sheffield meeting were you a de- 
legate of? 

. J. We were not feparated intodivifions at that time j we were 
all united, and ufed to meet at different houfes. 

^ When was the feparation made ; how long after you be- 
came a member^ do you recoiled at what time you became 4 
delegate ? 

J. I cannot lay. • 

^ How many members n^ight there be at that tin^c ? 

Jn Some few hundreds, perhaps. 

^ Was the Fountain one qf the hgafes pu toi^t at ? 
* A Yes. 

^ Do you remeixiber, at aryr time, being there at ai^y meeting 
of the fociety ? 

A Yes. 

^.' How many people might be there at the time ? 

A. To the bcft of my recoUefiion, that was the firft tinac I 
attended, and there Was, perhaps, about two hundred. 

^ And that is about two years ago ? 

A* Better than two years. 

^ How long did you continue a member of that fociety ? 

A, About two years. ... 

J^ When you firft remember the fociety, where did they hold 
their meetings at Sheffield ? , . 

A» At that houfe. 

J^. Do you know a perfon pf the name .of Yorke ? 

y Yes. 

^. Do 
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• "^l^.'DS you knowhim byany odier name? 

A I do not. 

J^. When did you firft fee Mr. Yorke ; about ynhut time ? . 

jf. About a twdve-month ago, I believe. 

J^. Where was it? 

A I cannot tell exadly the place I faw him at} eidier at 
Mr. Gale's, or Mr. Marihal's. 

' j^. Did you ever fee htm» at any time after, at any of the 
meetings of the Conftttutional Society ? 

J, Yes; feveral. • 

j^. Do you recollei^ at any lime» whether Mr. Yorke took 
an adive part; who was Chairman ? 

J. He was generally Chairman when he was Aere. 

^. Was he often Aere ? • 

A I haveieen him at about three or four dii^ent meetings* 

J^. About what time, as near as you can recoUed» did you 
feehim^ \ 

. A I faw him at one n^eetlng in Queen*ftreet* 

^ When was that ? 

. A It was not long after the execution of die King of France. 

^. When did you fee him at any other meeting ? 

A. I faw him at another meeting, at the fign of the Barrel. 

J^. How long was that meeting, do yoii recoileift, after thp 
former ? 

A* I cannot recoiled;. 

^. Do pu recoUedl any thing particular in Mr. Yorke's 
condtt£l and ipeech, when you faw him at the Barrel ? 

A. I do not recoiled any thing particuUr in his fpeedi ; he 
appeared to me to be rather in liquor, at the time he was there. 

^ Do you remember feeing him> at any time after that, at. a 
meeting in the open air ? 

A, Yes; 1 4aw him at the meeting at the Caftle Hill* 

^ That was about the beginning of November hft ; •-itas 
it not ? 

A. No; April*- . . 

^. What was done at Aat meeting ? 

R 4 ^. Tliat 
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A. That was thentMctang that the |)M(^hkt^oir liaveb(«iv 
reading was proceeded upon. 

^. Were you there when any ddtegate was ekAed ?• 

A, I have been there when there have been delegates el96ed« 

^ I mean a delegate to the Scotch Convention? 

A. Qh! I waatbefc, 

^ When was that ? 

^ I do not reconed the time^ I fitppofe it is a twelve* 
month ago nearly. 

^ Who was the delegate ? 

.A% Matthew Can^phdl Btowh. 

^, What was he ? 

A* He is an Attorney by prafeffioiH I bdiere. - 

j^. Was he an Attorney at the time' he- was eie£M ? 

A Yes, lie was \ but Ibme little time be^xt that he ufed ta 
aft srsk player* 

^ Did he go to Edinburgh in confequence of the appoint'^ . 
ment of a delegate? ' 

A. I believe he did, 

^. Did you fee Mr. Yoirke^ at any time in the preitent year^ 
at Sheffield? 

A. Yes. 

'^ In what month? 

A. I think the firft time that I (aw him was the latter eA4^ 
March, or beginning of April. 

'^ Did you attend upon him ? - 

A. I was empbyed as Hair*Drefier to faim« 

. j^. Where did he live at Aat time ? . 

A. At one Mr. Cawthorne's. 

^ Had yoa ap opportunity, wiien you were about Ma Yoii^» 
to know what he was doing j whether writing any tiling i or 
what he was about? « : 

A^ I do not know in particular what b& was about; 

J^ Did you learn, during the time you attended Mr, Yockp 
there, whetiier any addrefs, or any thing was goihg.fenmd that 
be had any ihare in ? 
*' " - / A^ I cannot 
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A. I caonoC ivf I did| I ^w aa .addrcls. afterwards that wu 
faid to be wrote by him* 

^ Were you ever .with Mr« Yorl^ at any time when an/ 
thing was iaid about^ms I 

jL Yes \ I was, 

^. What time was that} tell us the circumftances firft that 
happened re(pe£ting arms, when you have been with Mr, Yorkei^ 
and fix the time when it was ? 

J. It was fome time in April, I think* 

^. In April \ — tell me what pafled in your pre&nce, at Mr« 
Yorke's, between Yorke and you, refpefting arms ? 
• ^t I do not know particularly what paifed between him and 
me ; it was the general talk of the town, at the time the arms 
iirft began making , and Mr, Yorke and me had fpoken about it; 
and other people likewife had been there peaking with him 
about it 

^ Who had been there fpeaking with Yorke about arms, 
when you have been with him \ 

^. Not when I have been with him; but people that 
have been there witl^ him, I have heard them talkii^ about 
^lem, 

^ Do you recoUe£( any particulair people that you \^yt 
heard talking with him about arms ? 

4* I have (een different people th^re; but I do not know • 
whether (hofe lyer^ the people that had been talking to him > 
about armSf 

J^ Have you had any qonver&tion with Yorke, or inflru^ons 
from himi about arms ? * . 

A. Not dire^y wtdi him ; I made fome myfelf, 

^. What did ^ make? 

,ji. lonade a dozen |br Mr. Gale, 

^ Made a dozen of what I 

4^ Of pike-ihafts, 

^ Did Mr, Yorke know you wer^ making them ? 

A. Yes \ he did, 

^. You were making ibme for Galea did Yorke know that ? 

4 He didf 

Z: • ^. Dii? 
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* j^. Did you tell Yorke^ or how did he become acqxiaifrtcJ 
%rith Jt ? 

j1. I io not recoDeft whether he fpoke firft to me upon; the 
fubjeil, or I to him ; he aflced me once or twice, tf I haJ made 
them ', I told him I was making diem ; and* when I had one 
made, I carried it to him to aflc him, if he thought that Cze 
would do for them; he iaid he thought it wouldy or to that 
purpofe. 

J^ How many did you make ? 
'j/. About a dozen, or a dozen and a hal£ 

J^ Did you difpofe of them i 

A No ; not myfelf. 

J^. What became of them ? 

j/, Mr* Wilkinfon took them. 

J^. Mr. Wilkinfon is a Magitftrate there ? 

A Yes. 
f ^ Did he feize them all ? 

jf. I do not know^ they have not been in my houie iince. 

J^. You only made about th6t number in the whole ? 

A Yes. 

J^. Had you any conyerfatidn with Mr. Yorke refpeding the 
purpofe for which thefe. things were to be made? 

A Not particularly . with him upon it, more than other ^ 
people; it was generally underftood, that it was to ad in dor 
own defence. 

J^. You underftood it was to aft in your own defence ? 
' jf. I meant to have one tn rhy own defence; 

J^ Did Mr. Yorke fay any thing to you about a reform in 
Parliament? • . 

J. Yes. ' * - • 

^ What paffed between him and you, refpedihg the reform 
in Parliament that was fought for ? 

jf. We never had much about it between ourfelves, but what 
pafled in public ) he has chiefly delivered hi» fentiments in public 
about it. 

<^ Have you ever had converikti^n with him in private 
about it? 

jf. I have 
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•' Ai I hare. 

j^. Did you uoderfiaad from him, what he meant by a rcfom- 
inParliapBeot? 

^, What did he tell you? 

*i By way of univeiial fuffrage. 

^. How came that conver&tion between you ? ^ * 

. ^, I do jaot kAOWi k was a thing that wasaftmfpoken of« , 

^ Did Yofke knpw what you meant ^ a xefi>itn in Par*. 
liament \ 

A. We all underftood each other, as I always underftood, tlat 
we werfi all for univcriU iU&age. 

^. When you fay w^, who do you mean ? 
. u/. 4Vil the fdciety. 

j^. Did you inform ^r* Yorlte that it was what you nnd^'^ 
flood by it ? . 

A. I do not recollect particularly informing him> that that wa$. 
my meaning, becaufe it was a matter generally agreed upon 
among us, and fo there^.was not much di4}utiAg aboqt tb^ rnqde 
of reform. . 

^. In the converfations you had with Mr. Yorke, did you and 
he uniformly agree about what you meant by a refonn in P^- 
liament, or did you difffW ? 

A^ We agreed tiU fome few weeks before Mr. Yorke left 
Sheffield the laft time. 

J^ In what did you difagree with him ? 

A^ I diiagreed with him in re(pe<£t of uniyerlal fuffirage. 

-^ Did you tell Yorke to? . 

. ^.Jdii . ; V 

^ What-fald Yorke tp that? 

A. As near as I can recoUeft, I told Hm, when I went one 
morning to drefs him as ufual, that I thought the^ plan of reform 
we were upon would not do; he afked my motives for jt ; I told 
him, I thought it would carry us too far. — Well, fays he, I have 
|ladied it fome time myfelf ^ I have read various authors upon 
tho fiiibjed V and I can't fee that any reform wHl be of fgrviee to 
th^ natipn, except that. — Very well then^ fays I, jp far yon and I 
«5 differ 
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differ in opinion, and I i?eill no longer fiibfcribc my name to any 
filing that tends to univer&l fuffragcw-^Very wdl^ he ^ d^n 
you muft give it up i and there the converiation broke t!p« 

^ After that, did you continue to have the fame fort of 
communication with Mr. Yorke, upon this fiibjed, diat you had 
had before, when you told him your ideas did not go to ibt 
length of univerial fuiFrage ? 

jf. No) I had very little converfation widi him lifter that;*^- 
jt was very ieldom diat I had much 4:onvefbstion wkh htm upon 
the fubjed, when I was with him, for my ftay was geheially 
ftsact* 

^ After that you had not the (ame kind of communicatian ? 

J. No. 

^ How long was this before Mr. York© left Sheffield ? 
- yf Perhaps two 6r three weeks before, 

^. Do you remember the meeting in the open air, at Sheffiel4| 
|n Aq month of April, 

J. Yes. 

^ Were you prefent at that meeting f 

ji» Y es* 

^ Was Mr. Yorke there ? 

Ay He was* 

^ Did Mr, Yorke make a fpeech there ? . J 

A Yes; he fpoke at confiderable length. 

J^ Did you hear any part of his (peech ? 

A Yes ; I heard a good deal of it. 

^ After Aat meeting did you go to fee Galef 

A Yes; I had feen Gale after tl)at. 

^ Had yoa any converfation with Gale ■ or Yorke about 
being p^d for the fhafts you had made ? 

A Yes. 

J^ Were you paid for them ? 

J. No, 

^ Who did Yorke tell you to apply to for payment ? 

A He did not fay in partictilar who I was to apply to for the 
payment. 

^. Who Wft$ to pay you ? 

A. Thofc 
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A, Thole people that took them of mei I expected to pay 
tne. 

^. Did jou make them then for fale I 

A. Yes, 

*^ Did anf perfon buy any i 

A. No. 

^. You do not know that the Magiftrates feized them, (b 
you? 

A, They told me fo. 

^ You have faid you had only fome private converfadons 
with Mr. Yorke, but that he held many other converfadons that 
were not private with you \ you have c^en heard him converib 
upon thefe fubje£ls with other perilbns, not private ? 

A.\ have heard him fpeak with different people, whahavcbeea 
.along with him at different times. 

J^ What have you heard him fay to any of thefe peHbos 
you have feen him with, upon arms, of any defcripdon^— 4o yoti 
know Davifon ? * 

A. Yes. 

•.^ Have you eyer feen him widi.them? 

^. No. • 

^ He vras a member of the fociety ? 

A. Yes, 

^ Have you heard Davifon fay any thing reQ>efttngp arms, 
or providing arms ? • 

A. Davifon was a cuftomer of miney and he and I frequently 
^ke about them. 

J^ A cuftomer of yours j in what way ? 

A. In the Hair*dreifing bufinefs. 
. ^. Had you any £re£tions from Davifon, at any time, re- 
fpe&ing thofe (bafts ? 
: 4 Yes. 

^ What converfation had you with him ? 

A. He did not give me to underftaad, that any particular 
rorders were given for themf anly that the people in general 
began to call out for tdbem; that they, thought themfeives in 
danger, from the ftate of the peopWs mmds at that time. 
; . ^ That 
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^ ITiat Davilbn told you i ■ 
A. Yes. 

J^ You underftood k was foi' your own defence ? 
A. Yes. 

^ Had you any of the books, as a delegate of this fbciety ? 
J. Yes. 

J^ They are not here, I believe ? 
jf. No ; I believe notv 

George Wuidifony 
Crofs-^xamined by Mr. Erjkine* 

J^. You feem a decent man; you was two years a member 
•f this fociety? 

A Yes. I 

J^ And till within a few weeks of the time that you hav« 
been fpeaking of, you had been of the fame opinion with the reft 
cf the feciety for univerfal fuffrage ? • 

A» Yes ; I had. 

^ Were you a friend of your King ? 

jf Undoubtedly; and of the Queen) both. 

^ As far as you could collect from the converfation and 
beliaviour of thefe people, with whom for t*o years you had 
afibciatcd, and who were for univerfal fuffrage, did they appear 
tD you to be people that loved the King ? 

A. Yes ; in general. 

j^ I a(k you, as an honeft ma% would -you have continued 
for two years in that fociety, if you had not had reafon to believe, 
from all you law and heard, that they were people that loved 
their King ? 

' A No \ 1 -would not have continued with ' them, if I had 
thought they afted from other motives. 

^ You did not think that univerfal fuffrage was ihconfiftent 
Airith love to your King ? 

A. Undoid)todly not. . 

^. What was generally underftood by univerfal fufiragej 
and who yrere, die people after which your fociety ftated that they 
copied, in their defur^ of univerial fuffrage ? 
" . >/. Tto 
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J. The firft relaltttion that we onne iiitD> ifi dutbulinefs, was 
mrfaar we took from the Duke of Richmond's plan. 

^ Of imiverlal fdFrage i 

A Yes. 

J^ Had you any of the' publications, at that timey of the 
Duke of Richmond's ? 

A. Yes $ a good many. 

^ Do you remember t letter to Colonel Sharman that wtis 
publiflied ? 

A Yes ; that was in it* , 

^ Should you know it, if I was to (how it you ? 

J. Yes. 

^ Was it ever read in the foclety ? ^ 

A Y-es ; I believe it has been. 

j^. Did you ever hear it read i 

A. Yes; I have heard it read feveral timrs, and I think I 
have heard it read once or twice in the ibciety. 

J^. Was it generally approved of? * 

A* Yes ; at the time that we adopted it. 

j^. Is that it ? {filming the whnefs a printed Copf rf thg 
Dukt of Ri€hm§ni*s Letter to Colonel Sharman^y Should you 
recolle£t> if I were to read this part of it to you ? Do you re* 
colle£l this ? — ^^ The fubje<a of a Parliamentary Reform is that 
^ which> of all others, in my opinion, moft deferves the attention 
^ of the public, as I conceive it would include every other ad^ 
^ vantage which a nation can wifli s and I have no hefitation 
" in iaying, that,, from every confideration which I have been 
^ able to give to this great queftion, that for many years has 
** occupied my mind, and from every day's experience to the 
^ prefent hour, I am more and more convinced, that the reftorihg 
** the right of voting univerially to every man, not incapacitated 
" by nature^for want of teafon, or by law, for the commiffion of 
" crimes, together with annual elections, is Ae only retbrm dnt 
'^ can be efFedtual and permanent ; I am further convinced, that 
'^ it ii the only reform that is practicable^" 

A. Yes s that is it j I have read it frequently. : 

^ Now 



( 256 ) 
J^ NoiKT I afk jo\u upon yoar o^^ wtietfaer^ as far si& jiott 
know, (what {lafies in the heart of atiotfaer man you cannot ^)) 
but as far as you have colkded from the conver&tion of tins 
people in general with whom you aflbciated, did it appear to you, 
: «d did theyexprds themfelves^ that this was tiieir obje& i 
A. Yes. 

^ Did it appear to you, that there was any di4>orition.iit 
' tbofe with whom you aflirTirtfri> ta compel this by force of 
arms? 

A. I never underftood it fo. . 

^ Was.it from any fear of that fort, or becaule pu changed 
your mind on the idea of univerfal fuSrage, you thought it not 
£> good a plan ? . 

A. I did not think the people's minds prepared for it^ 
^ Do you ftill continue to think as you did, provided peo^ 
. pje's minds were prepared for it ? 

A. When I read that, I looked upon the plan that was laid 
down fo clear, that I thought it could be done without any kind 
of confufion, provided the^ people were acquainted with it j but 
< from circumftances fince, and upon more mature Tefledion, I 
: bad reafon to believe they were not; and it was from the fi^c; 
. convi<aion, that 1 diffented from it, though I at^firft approved 
,ofit. 

j^ Was you a member of this Society at the time tbey fent 
. tbcir delegate to Scotland I 
.. A* Yes, I was at that time, and fome time afterwards* 
^ Did you think you was doing any harm when you conferft* 
. ed to the fending of tibat delegate i 

A. 1 did not confent to it-*-I happened to be too late^ or, I 
believe, I fliould have given my confent; but I iliould not hate 
; tiiought I was doing any harm in it» 

^ What was the underftanding of die people of that Society 
: cf tiffi nature of that which v^as to be done in Scotland, to which 
. diey fent their delegate ? 

A. I never underftood diat they had any other objoft m view 

dian of drawing up an addre& to the nation, and likewiie a peti- 

\. • tiori 
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faon to the Government, the Parliament, or feme other branch of It# 
. i^. Did you ever hear any of. Aem fay, that petitioning from 
private focieties of men could not be fuppofed to have fuch an ef- 
fect upon Parliament ? 

Lord Chief jujiice Eyre. Do not put the very words in the 
witnefs's mouth. 

Mr. Erjkin&. Your Lordlhip recolleds I am in a crofs exa- 
minatibn. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. You are hot to put the very words 
in his mouth, even on a crofs-examination. 

Mn Attorney General. It is a misfortune that that has been 
the courfe. 

Mr. Erjkine. It has been ufual fo to examine on a crofs-exa- 
mination in the court in which I pra<5hce. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. I won't ftop you, but it is contrary 
to my pradVice and my opinion. 

Mr. Attorney General. I hope your Lordfiiip will give us the 
iamc law on our fide. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. In a crofs-examlnation certainly. 

Mr^ Erjkine. I will conform myfelf as near as I can to your 
Lordihip's wifli. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyrt. I would not lay down a ftridler rule 
in a cafe like this than has ufually prevailed — You iay it has been 
your ufual pra£lke. 

Mr* Attorney General. Thofe gentlemen who aiSft me, and 
who praaice in the fame Court, fay it is not fa 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. I think if you will examine the wit- 
hefs, fo as that we may have his own anfwers, inftead of echoing 
your words, it will have ten times more efFe£l with the Jury. 

Mrx Erjkinei J will do it with pleafure* Do you recolle£l: any 
thing being faid about the expediency of petitioning Parliament 
from private bodies of men ? 

A. I do not underftand what y6u mean by private bodies of 
men-— I always underftood that it was in public bodies that we 
petltlohed---our matters were always public. 

J^ Was it ever expreffed by any body, or from any thing that 
paffed in your prefenee in the Society, previous to, and at the 

Vol, II. S time 
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t!me offending Ae delegate to Scotland, diat Aey were io affum* 
SQl the funftions of Parliament, and be themfelves a Parliament i 

A. By no means — I never underftood it in diat light. • 

^ Was there any thing faid by any of Aem, as if that was 
teeir conception and their plan ? 

A, No— I never underftood it fo» 

^ Would you have been a party to any fuch filing, If you had 
underftood it fo ? 

A No, I hope not* 

^ Then did it appear to you, from what ydu tollefted (w^ 
Ino'w there might be bad men in ahy fociety) but from what you 
colleftcd in general of the difpofition of your Society, from what 
you beard them iay, and the fort of people they were— -did yott 
then, and do. you now, confider them to be people attached to 
their King, at the lame time that they were attached to their Own 
freedom? 

A. I always looked upon them in the feme lightv 

^ Are you fpeaking now your own fentimertts ? 

A. Yes, not only mine, but whatl underftood were the fehti- 
hients of thcA I was affodated with* 

^ Then you look upon them as perfons attached to their King ? 

A. Yes ; becaufe I always looked Upon it that the King*s pre- 
lervatioh and the liberties 6f the people were Infeparable^ and 1 
believe that was the general idea rf the people that Were concern- 
ed in the Society, that conduced it, moft, if ndt all of ihem. 

^ That the King's prefervation, and the liberty of the fub* 
je(^^ were iiifeparaWe ? 

A. I always uiiderftood it in fiiat Mghtr 

^. Was any thing (aid about arms for thepuifp6fe of refift-r 
ing the laws that are under his Majefty's exectftim? 

A. I never heard it mentioned in that lights 

^. Was anything ever (aid in your Society "Ccmcerhiiig suilfl 
for attacking the King's Majcfty, and putting ddWh the hws 
which he was to execute ? 

^. Not in my hearing* 

^ Was what wa^&id about arms at the time Aebahd^ifi Was 
putoiit? 
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. '^« I io not reinember arms, being fpoken.of in the SocLety'-# 
it was generally fpoken of in converf^tions we had in each others 
houfesw 

^ When you made a pike for yOurfelf, what did you no^ke 
it for? 

jf. To defend myfclf provided it (hould be neceflary. 

^ What made you coUeSt at that time^ about the month of 
April, that it was likely you fhould Want arms for your defenise i 

A. Becaufe diere was not fo good an underftanding between 
the two parties as there was before. 

!^ Who do you mean by the two parties \ 

A. The one, us who were for univerfal fufirage, the other^ 
Vrho opposed it. 

> ^ Had you any intention, in making a pike for yourfelf, to 
defend yourieif againft the magiftracy of die country, or thofe 
people who might illegally attack you ? 

A^ Only againft thofe people who might come wi&out any le- 
gal authority from the magiftrate, or from the government 

*^ From what you knew of the fentiments of the other per- 
Ibns c^ the fociety, did it appear to you that that was the genend 
notion? 

A. Yes, I always underfto3d it fo; becaufe we have many 
times been threatened in different companies that we hsive 
been in. 

^. Do you mean that you had been threatened with perfonal 
violence? 

A, Yes, I have myfelf in different companies that I haye fre- 
quented^ have heard them remark;, thofe whom we generally 
looked upon as Ariftocrats, or whatever name you might give thei^ 
fome of the violent ones— That if any thing fliould happe*!, *that 
if an iavaflon fhould take place in this country^, they wo>ild d^- 
ftroy their enemies at home iirft. I have beard that alledged 
againft me and my friends frequently. - 

^. What anfwer did you make when you heard that glledged 
againft you and your friends ? 

A\^ not know, in tpartLcvdar what reply J have made; fqtne- 
limes perhaps J hav/s.fiud» thatilioped that w;|s,AQt.t}»e geni^ral 

S 2 difpofition 
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difpdfitidn of them ; if it was, we fhould be under the neceffity^ 
at leaft of taking means to be prepared for them, or to that 
effea. 

J^. Then you, and thofe with whom you aflbciated, were well 
difpofed to the government and the conftitution of your country ? 

A. Yes ; I never had any intention of altering it, and never 
Underftood that that was the intention of the fociety. . 

^. Who was it, if there was an invafion in the country, that 
/aid they would make an attack upon the others ? 

A. That their party would \ that they would follow the exam-^ 
pie of the French. 

J^ And attack you and your aflbciated ? 

A. Yes. 

^. From any thing that pafled in your Society relative to their 
wifh of univerfal fufFrage, was there any thing faid againft the 
Lords* Houfe of Parliament, or only that you wanted univerfal 
fuffrage in the Commons ? 

A, That very rarely formed any part of the converfation with 
refpeft to the Houfe of Lords, and the only three pamphlets I 
ever faw upon it were wrote by Major Cartwright : he propofcd 
fome alterations in refpeft of Reprefentation of the Houfe of 
Lords, with refpeft to iilling them up by reprefentation. 

J^. That was the only book you ever read upon the fubjeft ? 

A. Yes. 

^. But that was no part of the plan of your Society ? 

A. No, I never underftood that that was adopted \ that that 
was any part of our plan. 

^ Upon the whole, am I to underftand you that you continue 
ftiU attached to the King and Conftitution ? 

A. Yes. 

J^ You fay you faw Mr. Yorkc once when he was drunk ? 

A. No, he was not drunk ; but did not appear to be fo fober a 
man as generally he is. 

^. Have you often feen Mr. Yorke attending at your meet- 
ings which you have been fpeaking of? 

A, I have feen him at public meetings fome few times. 

^. Widi the exception of the time when he was a little in 

liquor^ 
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Itquor, as you fay, how did he conduft himfelf in his cbnver- 
fations? 

A, Generally very well, from what I faw or heard of him; he 
wfed to get a little warm in converfation now and then, 

George Widdiforij 
Re-examined by Mr. Bow4r. 

^ I obferved you faid, that in general you thought people 
who were defirous of univerfal fufFrage, were well affefted to 
the King, you laid, that you underftood fo in general. You 
heard Mr, Yorke's fpeech — now did it ftrike you that he was 
one of thofe people who were well afFefted to the King ? 

TFiddifon. The fpeech at the Caftle Hill, do you mean ? 
' Mr. Bower. Yes. 

A. I had not fufficient reafon to think he was otherwife. 

^. At other times, from his converfation, did ypu imagine 
Jum one of thofe perfons who were well affefted to the conftitu- 
tion and government ? 

A I had never reafon to fufpeft otherwife. 

^. Did you happen to know that there had been a communi- 
cation between Davifon and fome perfons in London, about fend- 
ing arms to London ? 

A. I never knew it till I faw the letter publi£hed in the news-, 
paper. 

^. When was that? 

A. In the latter end of May laft, 

^ Was that publiQied at Sheffield ? 

A^ Yes, in a newfpiaper, at Sheffield} and in a London paper, 
I believe. 

^ Till that time you never knew that there had been any 
cohimunication between Sheffield and London about arms ? 

A. No. 

^ You never knew that the Convention had any other obje<9; 
but to petition Parliament for the alteration wanted ? 

tViddifon. Do you mean the Englilh or Scotch Convention? 

Mr. Bower. The Scotch. 

/. I never underftood they had any other objeft, 

S3 J^ You 
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^. You never underftood that the Society had any other objeft 
in fending a delegate there, than for efFeSing a Reform m Parlia-* 
ment — that was what you underftood i 

J. Ye5. ' 

^. Were you there when the thax^ks of the Sheffield Society 
were voted to Mr, Paine ? 

j/. Yes, I was a member of it at the time, 

J^, Were you prefent when the thanks were voted i 

A. I cannot remember. 

^. Have you read Mr. Paiiic's baoks then ? 

^. Yes, 

^. Then I may take it you are of qpinion, after reading thoj^. 
books, that the thanks of the fociety were given to the audior 
of that work by people properly attached, to die King ^md CoiWi 
ftitution ? 

A, Yes. 

Mr.M(fW^r. Then I will not trouble you wiA an^ fiu-^M 
queftions, 

Henry fJilly (fworn,) 

Examined by Mr^ Law^ 

^ What are you ? 

A. A Cud^r, 

^ You live at Sheffield i 

A. Yes, 

^ Was you at ^y time a member cf the Conftitutional $dk| 
ciety at that place? 

uA YeB, 

^. When did you begin to be a member of it? 

A. As foon as it was inftituted, ^e fecond, or third nighty 

^ In what year was it inftkuted ? 

A. I think indie year 1792, but cannot be pofitive. 

^ -How long did you continue a member of tMiocietf ? 

A. Very near twdve months, as near as { can re^oUed. 

^ Do yoa iremeofibQr .during the time yow yv9$ aaemba: of 
that fociety, Mr. Yorkc's yifiting thefcjci^ty ? 

A Yes,once» 
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^ Do you remember when that was? 

A* I think in the ye^ 1792. 

Jg. Do you remember the meeting on the Caftle-Hill I 

jL Yes. ' 

J^. When was that? 

>/, That was in laft April. 

^. Do you remember the Icfture ontheFaft^ilay ? 

jf^ Yes. 

J^. That was in February 1794? 

A Yes, 

^ Do you remember after this le<9:ure ha4 been given on the 
Faft-day, any talk in the Town about arnisi ? 

J. Not till fome time after that« 

^ Do yoi| fcqiember the meeting cf the 7th of April, 1794 ? 

jf» Yes* 

J^ About that time, was there any convcrfation ptev^ent in 
tbe town about providing yourfelves with arms i 

J. Yes. 

J^ Do you know Davifon? 

A* Yes, 

^. Wlvir>§hc? 

A* A printer. 

^ He worked for Gale ? 

A. Yes. 

jg. Mir, Yorkelpdgcd at Gale's at one ti|pe, didhenot? 

A. I cannot tell, he did not at that time. 

^ Had you an application from Gale, to make any blades 
for pikes? 

A Yfjs, 

^ When? 

A. In the beginning of ApriL 

^ Did H^^ avy paf^cwlar RUpabff ? 

if. Nq.. . 

^ What orders dj4 ff? ©y? Jpv f efee^ij^ tlls iR^«Jg yf 
A»n? 

Hill Dp you mean in the fi«e and immber ? 

Mu itfw. In both. . *^ 

S 4 ^* He 
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A. He brought a bayonet for me as a pattern to make them by^ 
I made one in a bayonet fliape, and Davifon approved of it. 

^ Did he tell you where you were to get the iron, did you 
take it upon his credit, or your own ? 

A. Upon his credit, 

^. Who was to pay you for the workmanftip ? 

A. Davifon. 

^. Did that pike you made from that mpdel^ meet Davifoi^'^ 
approbation ? 

A, He did approve of it. 

^. Did you carry it to Carnage's ? 

A* It was in Camage's houfe he faw it. \ 

J^. Did you ever meet Yorke at Camage's. 

A. No, I was defired by Davifon to go to Yorke, ■ ', 

^ Did you go to him ? 

A. Yes. 
' ^ Did you fhew him any of thofe blades I 

jf, I es. 

^. What did he fay about them ? 

A. At the time I went to him, he had juft received an account 
of Mr. Walker's trial, at Manchefter, and he was fo overjoytd^ 
that he had very little to &y then about the blade that I 0iewe4 
bim. 

^ Did he approve of it ? 

A. He had little to fay, I do riot know whether he faid anything^ 
he was fo overjoyed. 

^ He was going off to Manchefter then ? 

A. No. . 

J^ At any fubfequent time, had you any cpnyerfation with 
Yorke, a;bout thofe blades ? 

^. No. 

^ You faid he was overjoyed, what was he overjoyed at ? 

A. At being liberated in that indidlment with Mr. Walker, and 
Dunn puniftied J Dunn was put into prifon. 

^. He faid nothing upon that occafiqn refpe£ting the 
pike ? 

A* Not as I remember now, 
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^ Did you ever fee him afterwards, with a pike properly 
inounted upon a ihaft in hi$ hand ? 

jf. Yes. 

J^. When was that, how long after ? 

J. It was fometime after, perhaps a fortnight or three weeks, 
I cannot juftly tell when, 

^ Did he qiake any obfervations upon that pike, fq prepared 
and mounted ? 

jt. As little as poifible, diere were ibine young girls in the 
foom that he was very fond of, he took it in his hand, and pre-;, 
terided to give it a puih at one of them. 

^ Did Davifon apply to you to make any greater number of 
pikes afterwards ? 

4- No, when he firft gave me orders, I was to ma^ke fo long 
as he employed me, 

J^. To what number did you go on making ? 

jf. About a hundred and twenty, or a hundred and thirty, 

J^ Did Davifon take up thefe and pay you for them i 

A, He paid me for fome of them. 

^ Had he the whole of that hundred and thirty \ 

A. Yes, 

^. Where did you ufe to carry them to when you had made 
them? 

A. Sometimes I took them to my own lodgings, fometimes to 
William Camage's. 

^. Did you deliver them to Davifon at William Carnage's ? 

A. If he vras there I delivered them to him, if not I left th^m 
^ere, 

^. What pay had you for the workmanfhip ? 

A^ Two-pence a piece. 

^. You faw Davifon's letter to the prifoner ? 

.^. Idid. 

^. And read it ? 

A* I did not read it, but heard him read it, 

^. Did he fay anything after he had read it, refpe£ting any 
Remand there might be from any other quarter for thofe pikes, 
J^ndon;j or anywhere elfe ? 

A^ There 
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A. There vas fomc little converiadon abetit It^ but I tas^^fA 
recollect ndiat it was. 

j^. Did he exprefs any expe£lation of an order from any oAer 
place, for pikes of the (ame ibrt \ 

A. He (aid he did not know but d^ere might be the iame nred 
for them in London, as there was in Sheffield* 

^. What did you undcrftand to be the purpofe for which 
they were prepared at Sheffield, and which might make them 
likewife wanted in London ? 

A. To ad- upon the defenfive, in cafe diey ikould be attacked* 
by an unlawful fet of men. 

^. This letter yras to die prifoner at the bar, as Secretary of 
fte Correfpondinjg Society, I underftand ? 

7/. I do not know, I did not look at die diredion. 

^ Did Davifon fay whom they expe£bd wpuM attack 
them ? 

A* The oppofite party that were in Sheffield, 

J^. But in LcMidon who was to attack them ? 

A. I cannot fay any thing about diat, there would be die lame 
occafion in Lon.d(»iI fuppofe as in Sheffield, if tberefhould be the 
feme neceffity. 

^. That d)ey Aould be attacked in London by the £une> or 
fimilar people as in Sheffield ? 

A. If idMj fliQuld be attacked, 

^. How foon after your delivering dicfe hundred and thir^ 
pikes to Davifon did he abfcond — ^when did he leave Sheffield \ 

A. I diink about the middle of May, if I can cecfllled right, 

Henry HHl 
Crofs Examined by Afr, Qibbs^ 
^ Yoti fay you were a member of die Con&tudonat Socket 
from the time that they firft came together ? 
y/. Yes. 

^ I fuppofe you would not have been a member of that ib« 
ciety, if you had not fuppofed it would have been iaithfid tp die 
King? 
A, Certunly not. 

^ Had 
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^ Had you ever any intention in becoming a member of that 
fociety^ to endeavour to difplace the King from his throne i 

A^ No, I never heard a fyllable of the fort at Sheffidd* 

^. Do you fuppofe that was the view of any of thofe w.ho 
irere members of die fociety ? 

A, I never heard them declare it was, they were alwayv 
firiendly to the King for any thing that ever I iaw by them* I 
liever iaw any thing to make me think the contrary. 

J^. What reform was it they wilhed to have brought about ? 

v/. A more equal reprefentation in the Contoons Houfe of 
Parliament, as I underftood it« 

^. Whofe plan of reform in Parliament did they follow ? 

A. They followed the Duke of Richmond's plan, as I under* 
ilood there were a number of letters diftributed in Sheffield., 

^. Did you hear the members of this fociety fay, that they 
formed themfelves upon the Duke of Richmond's plan, that the/ 
followed his plan? 

A. Yes, I have heard that faid feveral times. 

\^. There were fome pikes prepared at Sheffields what wa$ 
|he reafon of your preparing them ? 

A From the oppofite party ufing fuch threats, even in tfio 
dead of the night, they have come where I lodged and infult^ us 
pf a night when we have been in bed, and have fworn they would 
pull down the Houfe and burn it, calling us Jacobins, and calling 
the Houfe Jacobin Hall, becaufe the fociety ufed to meet th^^ 
fome divifions of it before I went diere. 

^ And you had aftual reafon to expefl danger from them ? 

A. Yes, by their threats, they have even fliot into peoples* 
Houfes, an armed fet of people that made a parade in the ftrcet^ 
jind when going home at twdve o'clock at night, they (hpt un4^ 
jiperfon'sdoor. 

^. This was an armed fet of people at Sheffield ? 

A. They procured arms smd paraded' the ftreet, and if latere w^re 
|uiy great vidlory gained.—— 

^. Upon fome occafion of this fort, they fired through or un- 
^r one of the doors \ 

4^ They di4^ 

^ Wa« 
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^ Was it this fort ©f condud, and thofe threats, that induced 
you firft to prepare arms ? 

jf. No other thing, no other view. 

J^. Had you, or any of the people of Sheffield, a view of at- 
tacking the Magiftracy of the Country with thofe arms you pre- 
pared f 

jt. No, for from it. 

^ Were they then meant merely for your own defence ? 

A Merely for felf defence. 

^ And for no other purpofe ? 

^f, For no other purpofe, that ever I knew. 

Henry Hill, 
Re-examined by Mr, Law,, 

^ Before you prepared thefe pikes for felf defence, did it never 
occur to you to mention to Mr, Wilkinfon, a Magiftrate in the 
neighbourhood, that you were in need of this defence, if you 
fliould be attacked ? 

jt^ I do not know, that ever there was any complaint to him, 

^ Do you know Mr. Althorp ? 

//. No. 

^ Did you make a complaint of the danger which you was in, 
to any other perfon that you can name ? 

A I do not know, that any complaint was made to a Magi-» 
ftrate. 

^ Or, to any other perfon that you can name ? 

A No. 

^ You have faid you were well afFefted to the King, and 
that you had no objection to the Houfe of Lords, that you only 
wanted to effeft a Reform in the Commons Houfe of Parlia- 
ment ? 

jt. Yes. 

^ Were you prefent at the time thanks were voted to Mr, 
Paine for his works ? 

J. No, 

^ Do you know that a vote of that fort was come to by your 
fociety? 

AliQ 
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A, I do not know any thing about it. 

^. You d6 not in fa<9: know that any fuch vote was come to 
by your fociety ? 
A No, I do not know any thing about it. 

Robert Moody ^ (fworn.) 
Examined by Mr* Garrow. 

^. You are a joiner at. Sheffield ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Were you a member of the Conftitutional Society formed 
in that place ? 

„ A. I was not a regular member for above, a twelvemonth be- 
fore I was apprehended. 

^. Befides the general meetings of the Society, had they any 
meetings which were called diftrid meetings, divifion meetings ? 

A. They had. 

^. Did you know a perfon of the name of Henry Yorke ? 

A. Yes. 
, ^ Did you ever fee him attending at any of the meetings ? 
' A. I have feen him at fome of the public meetings. 

^. In what charader did he a£l ? 

^ As a fpeakcr and orator whenever I faw him, 

^ Did you ever fee him a£l as Chairman ? 

^. Yes. 

^. When you fay you faw him in the charafter of an ox^\ffC% 
do you mean you faw him addreffing the people ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Where ? 

A. I faw him at a meeting at the Caftle Hill, and one or tw# 
Mher meetings. 

J^. How many people might be prefent at the Caftle-Hill ? 

A.\ think not lefs then ten thoufand. 

^. Upon that occafion you heard Mr. Yorke fpeaking to the 
pcrfons aflembled there ? 

A Yes. 

^. Were you near enough to hear anci colleft diftihSly the 
fubftance of what he iaid ? 

2 No, 
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^ No, I was at a diftance. 

J^ Did you ftay till the bufineis was concluded t 

A. Yes. 

J^. In what way did he go home to his apartment ? 

A. A coach was brought, the horfes were taken out> and th4 
populace drew him home. 

^ Do you remember a pcrfon of the name of Camage being 
Acre at that time? 

A. Yes. 

J^. Did you hear him read any re(bIttttons f 

jf. I few him up reading fomething which I imderftood to be the 
tefelutfcms, I afterwards &W fome refolutions in the Sheffield paper* 

^ Was that news paper printed by Gale f 

A^ It yras. 

J^. Did Broomhead a<a as Secretary to diat meeting? 

j/. He did. 

j^ Did you after that fee Camage upon llie bufinefs at your 
ihop? 

A. Yes, he came one time and brought me four or fire pifca 
blades and fpoke to me to make three dozen of handles^ 

^ Who came with him when he came to you? 

A.. There was a perfon with him, I do not recoUe6l who» 

^. Did the perfon who came with him bring any ? 

A^ I do not know whether each had fome, or one brouglit all 
^ parcel. 

^ How many blad^ might Camage bring to you upon the 
whole to be fitted into Handles ? 

A. There were blades enough to anfwer the Ihafts he had or* 
dered, three do^en. 

^. Did you learn from Camage what the purpofe was fef 
whfch thofe pikes were to be made f 

A. No, I had no orders from him but juft to make them» \ 
did not enquire any thing about the purpofe they were for. 

^ Who were the perfons in general that were furnifhed with 
fliofe pikes ? 

A. I -never Icriew who riiey were for, but I underftood by 
Camage, that a man of the name of Davifon ym to take them 

from 
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from him, or he had chaps for them fo far ^ I fhould be paki 
ready money for them when they were done. 

J^. Did you learn in the fociety from members of it for what 
purpofe thofe pikes were made ? 

A I did not know further than what I could colled and 
fuppofing fraikn what I could colle(5t, that they were for felf de^ 
fence, 

^ Self dfefertce againft whom? 

if. Againft people by wh(Mn they fuppofed ihcy might ht 
fllegally attacked, for reports and ohly reports, as I know of, had 
6id thsu: they ftiould be difperfed, they had met frequently til 
large meetings, and many of the oppofite opinion (aid, thut Aej 
fliould be difperfed, and how far they might inftuence a Jufticc 
of the peace, or any body to give them any authority^ we f*ip- 
pofed a litde matter might have done it; they might have ufed 
ibme means which they fuppofed muft be injurious to ibme c^the 
parties, and they got thefe, as they wifhed to defend themfdvcs 
in cafe they fliould be illegally attacked. 

^ Do you recollcfl: any converfation about the time of aiy of 
your public meetings, wi A refpeft to the dragoons which were 
in the neighbourhood of Sheffield ? 

if. Yes, I remember fo for that it was faid ■ ■ 

Mr.ErJkine. Said by whom? 

Mr. Garrow. Was it faid by Carnage, or any of the members 
of the fociety ? 

J. I do not know by whom, but I have heard it faid^ • 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Heard it faid) where, by v4iat 
lec^le? 

A. Some people in Town, who I cannot tell j it was a irepor% 
it ifxight be true, or might be falfc. 

Mr, Garrow. To which of thofe meetings did die conveifc 
ifiori about dragoons apply, was it to that upon the Caftle-Hill ? 

Mr. Gibbs. * Hfeis afkfed to what meeting it applied, wheth^ 
it applied to that at the Caftle Hill \ 

Lord Chiefjujiice Eyre- The queftion is not quite fo corrdft 
^s it flioiild be> becaufc die obje£l is to fee, to which meeting it 
applied. 

^ Previous 
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^ Previous to the meeting at the Caftle-^Hill) and hewlofig 
previous to that had there been any converiktibn about the dra- . 
goons ? 

j/. I know of none before that; 

^ After that meeting at the Caftle-^Hill, did you hear from 
Carnage^ or from any other member of your fociety, any conver- 
lation refpeding the dragoons in the neighbourhood of Sheffield ? 

jf. Not from any of the Society, I do not know who it might 
be from that I heard it. 

^ Attend^ do you mean to fay, that you did not hear it from 
Carnage ? 

jf. I did not 

i^ Nor from Davifon ? 
.. jf. No- 

^ Nor from Broomhead ? 

A No. 

^ Nor from Gale ? 

J.V!o. 

^ And in general, not from any member of the fociety ? 

jf* Not from any one particular mam 

^ I do not afk you frorr> any one particular man, were there 
any dragoons in the neighbourhood of Sheffield ? 

jf. There were. 

^ When you Were in Carnage's fhop at any time, did yoa 
fee any leaden inftrument, or model of an iniftrument ? 

J. I did. 

^ What was it ? 

jf. It was what was called to me, in the priVy Council, a night- 
cat ; it was called when it was fliewn to me a cat 

^ What pafled at the time that that cat fo called, wa$ fhewn 
you in Camage's (hop ? 

jf. It was lying in the window, I took it up and examined it tG| 
fee what it was, and alked what that was, he told me as he had 
been told I fuppofe, he faid it was an inftrument that was, or 
might be made ufe of to throw in the ftreets, it would lie pointed 
upwards which would prevent horfes from travelling in the 
ftreets. 

^ Did 
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i^. Did it feem to ybu, that the inftrument was well enouj^ 
tailcuiated b do what he ftated It had, or might have done ? 

./. ItdiA 

J^. At any way it prefcnted a point ? 

J. Yc& 

^ Where did he ftate he had been told fuch an inftrument 
bad been ufed ? 

J. He never told me diat any fudi inftrument had been ufed. 

^ You fdd it was an inftrument that had been, or might be 
ufed to throw in the ftreets, it would lie pointed upwards, which 
would prevent horfes from travelling in theftreets, did he men- 
tion any town in the courfe of tbat converfation ? 

J. No. 

j^. Who was prefent befides Carnage at the time that pafled I 

A. Nobody but Carnage and me. 

^ At any time when you was prefent at Carnage's flxop^ did 
you fee any blades for pikes brought home by any body ? 

A, Yes, I once faw fome brought in by a man. 

^ How many ? 

A. A few, perhaps, fix or eight, I do not recollect. 

J^. Did you fee any pike complete at Carnage's ? 

-rf. I never (aw any but part of theni that I made. 

^ That is to fay your ftiafts and his blades made complete 

pikes ? 

A Yes. 

A pike brought into Court, 

^ Is that the fort of inftrument that you made ? 
A. Yes. 

^. What is the fllaft made of ? 
A, That is made of deal. 
^ That is notihod, is it? 
A. No, nothing but the wood. 
^ Nor loaded, is it ? 
A, No, there is nothing in It. 

^ Do you remember Mr. Davifon making any application to 
you with refpe£l to letters ? 
A. Yes, I remember him afking me to let a letter or two be 
Vol. IL T direaed 
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^SxcSbd to be left ^witb mfi for him ; I teldhimhe niglit V htf 
pleafed due£l hU corr^ppn^ent to iired Us lettecs to iie kft vndi 
me ; I do not know any diing more about it, for I never had 
any letters. 

^ That blade fits into the hoop at the top, and takes jout 
orraiionally, does it i&ol? 

jt. No, it is faA in^ 

^ I do not know wiicther yoii knev 4£DavtfeB.Vottcre%on«» 
cknce in LoQdan, upon the fidajfifib ol pikeJiIadea 2 

J. No, I know that I did not know of any of Us corre* 
^ondents. 

^^ You did not ktxiw s)( that letter that he wrqte from 
Sheffield i 

J. No. 

^ How long had Davifon come from Leeds to* Sheffield j 

J. I fiippofe he might be two months, I fuppofe not more* 

SiObert Moody, 
Crofe-cxamined by Mr. Erjkine. 

^ If I undcrftiuid you fight, Dayifon h^d written fcijje Iftt^t 
or letters which you ki>ew nothing of, and if any anfwf rs were 
to come to thofc letters ib^p he might h^ye written^ ttey were to^ 
come to your hands i 

A, Yes. 

^ None ever came to your liand's ?* 

A, No. 

^. How long were you a member of this fociety ? 

A. A year. 
, ^ Was you a member at the time that the delegate wfent ? 

A No. 

^. What was this cat,, a larg&tbii^, or a final! thing ? 

A. A little thing, the tines might be an iocb long, ai^d it would 
ftand an inch and a half high, or fo, when it w^s down. 

^ Were any made from that model i did you ever fee one I 

A* No, I never heard of, or fawany,. 

.^. Wa5 this thing concealed ? 

A No, it lay open in the fliop* 

-^ Then 
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j^. ^hmt liKfhQ&f diat kaA pafled b^ iniglit kitive feen It of 
courfe 2 

M. Anybody tli«t ted gcmeiidibitliev^ Jt «<mk, might have 
feco it* 

^ Did you ever hear any ^^r$ to make ^y from it> c^iee 
any made from it? 

^. No. 

j^. Did you everieea real one ia yduf Ulb? 

A. No. . 

J^ Did you frequent the Ibciety much ? 

A. Not of a year back ; I had not before I was brought away, 

J^. Brought away by what ? 

A. In cuftody here, 

J^. Up to the time that you was taken into cuftody, was any 
thing laid in your hearing againft the King ? 

A. I never heard any thing faid againft the King. 

*l^. Was you yourfelf a friend to your King and the Confti- 
tution, as well as you underftood it ? * 

A Yes, I was, I believed him to be a good man, and it would 
be a crime to do any thing againft a good man. 

j|i Were the people with whom you afTociated, decent, well-, 
behaved people? 

A. Yes, 1 always endeavoured to get into the company of thofe 
who were better informed than myfelf, in order that I might get 
improved. 

^ You fay that it was about the i^onth of April that they firft 
began to fee about tbefe pikes ? 

A. It was. 

^ Was there ever any thing faid about pikes, before thofe 
threats of fome people at Sheffield that frightened you ? 

A^ No, I never heard of any. 

^. And how many were made in confequence of the appre- 
benfion that fome people had that they might be ill-ufed ? 

A There were very few made ; Carnage ordered of me three 
dozen, and I made two dozen, and nine or ten. 

•J^. Do you know of any otSiers having been nade bcfides 
thofe ? 

T 2 A. Widdifon 
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if. Widdi&h itutde fame handles I underftood^ but I ntsku 
flood that no pikes had been made. 

^. If you had underftood they were fliade for the meked 
purpofe of making an attack upon the Government, would you 
huve had any hand in making tliem I 

A. I would not. 

Robert Moody. 
Re-examined by Mr. Garr^w. 

^ How early had you apprehenfions of thofe attacks ? ' 

A% Only lately, in the courfe of a few months, before I ^n& 
brought from SheiEeld. 

J^ Were there any pikes made that you know of, uhtil 
Sheffield and its neighbourhood began to raife volunteer com- 
panies for the defence of the country ? 

A. Thofe were made before. 

^. How long before ? 

A. Perhaps two or threp weeks j they were not made before 
they were talked of. 

J^. You told me what you apprehended was, that a magiftrate 
would lend his authority upon a little, to difperfe your meeting, 
and to refift ; that was your objeft — Did I take you right ? 

A. It might be fo, or they might take upon themfelves to dif- 
perfe us without the authority of a magiftrate. 

^ In cither cafe thofe inftruments were to be ufed for your 
defence ? 

A, If it was found neceflary. 

^ About this cat, as it was called ; fuppofmg a number of 
thefe cats, not made of lead as the model was, but of iron, to 
hive been thrown into the roads, I afk you, whether they were 
not moft efFe£lual inftruments to have prevented any cavalry 
afting? 

A. It appears fo to me» 

John Edwards (fworn). 
Examined by Mr. Garr&w. 
J^ What are you by bufinefe ? 
A, A filverfmith. 

J^ Were 



^ Were you a menyber of the trondon Correfponding Societjr, 
fis it was called i 

A Yes. 

^ Do you know the prifoner at the bar, Mr. Hardy f 

jf. Yes. 

^ Did you know him in any charader ccmne^led with th« 
London Correfponding Society ? 

J, I underftood he was Secretary to the London Correfponding 
Sodety, 

J^. Did you, at any time, receive any dire&ion from the pri^ 
foner at die bar, to any perfon at Sheffield ? 

A I did receive a direAion. 

^ To vAiom was that direction i 

A I cannot recoiled the name. 

^ Could you recoUeft the name, do you think, if you heard it f 

A. I have been told fince I have been in cuftody the name, but 
I cannot fwear that that is the name of die perfon. 

i^. At what time was that diredion furniflied you, by Mr. 
Hardy to fome perfon at Sheffield j no matter who he is, or 
what his xiame is i 

A* I think in the moadi of April, I cannot be certain, 

^ What year i 

A In 1794. 

J^. For what purpofe vras diat direfiion given to you by Hr. 
Hardy, and what was to be fupplied in confequence of it ? 

A, Twent to Mr. Hardy, one day, at his houfe 5 I aflced him, 
whedier he was going to fend to Sheffield, I fhouW be much 
obliged to him if he would inclofe a few lines tp fome perfon at 
Shefteld, if they could inform me if there was any perfpn there 
tbat could forge the blades of fome pikes. 

^ Did the prifoner, in confequence of diat application, 
furnifli you widi any dire£tion to any perfon at Sheffield ? 

A. Mr. Hardy read part of a letter to mc, and gave me a 
direcSKon to a perfon at Sheffield, virrote on a foiall piece pf 
paper. 

^ What was die purport of dwt which he read to you, a3 
prt of die letter from Sheffield? 

T 3 if. I cannot 



:j£ I cam^ fontteS llie piiqi0ifl of ii aA 

^ The fubftance of it ? 

A That a plan had been fbrmed there to forge bla4e| ft>r ti>&. 
people at KicffcLi?. 

^ This was upon your application to him for a dire^on^ta 

fonebody at Siidirid>tQ malte Uadcft &£ t>ili» 

J. Yes. . . 

A. I fpoke to two or three of the members of die Londw 
Correfponliag Socisti^ and I uodt rftood (but libe^wear&fevecal; 
perfons who wiihed ta (urnifli themieliFes with ju^ thfUga.'; and^ 
as fuch I took upon myfelf to go taMc^ Hardyi to know whst I 
could fend to, at Sheffield, tD( get tbem-;. and »• lOipetinig HEaS: 
to have taken place on the Jfiday before. Mr. Hncdy na& 
taken up* 

^. Where was than am^ng; toi baYA taken fdaoe> on. the 
Friday before the facilbneo wae apfirehendsd ? 

A* At the Parrot,, ia Gceea HarbouD Gouft^. ill. thii C^-. 
Baiky. 

J^ For what purpofe ? 

A. They. Avere: to. hawe:^ met liiere.'> aiut any pwrfon that (uit 
down the money, might have them; the bladeSiWece ^ be.fl^ 
up from Sheffield to London. 

j^ What fuia. of money was. ta be put diwa bjr tbofe who. 
chofe to Imve blades, for pibes, from Sheffield f 

A One fhillingy I undecftood * 

j^ Was that cQUverfation at any diyifion mtetiog of di«r 
I/ondoH CoirefpiMidiag Sodetyi 

A. No, 

^. Was this communicatiaa ndtib the pri£(mer mentipigdafc 
any diviAoiv meeting. ? 

A. No. 

J^ What number did you.bebng to? . 

A^ No. 29. . 

^. Was you,prefent at any time at No. 22 ? 

Ax Ye», I' think I have heen; 

^. Do you know a perfon of lliB'jttmB.o£Gofl9Sg>? 
* • ./.Yes,' 



jf. Yesi. 

^ Do ptfjcnow'atiofiier peifin of die ntiin; e| I}$)«rf 
-iJ Yes. 

J^ A peribn of the name of Baxter f 
•A Yes. 

^' Yes, 

^. What divifion was Bnter delegate for f 

A^ I do not know. 

^ Wa^ he a ddegate to any of Ae Committees qf tli< 
C^rre^nding'. Society ? 

wf. He was. 

4. WasSponcef 

A 'He was^ 

^« Was this phot of fending to Sheffield for pike bladeSi 
fsentiotied to any of t)u>fe peri<ms ? 

A. I mentioned it to Baxter, to Spencc, and to Hillier. 

J^. Do you know of any place in the Borough of Southwark, 
where there was any meeting connedted with dus fubjefl: ? 

A. I have heard diere was a place^ 

J^ Did you ever he^ from Mr. Hardy, or any member of 
^ London Corrdpoiiding Society, that there was fuch a place \ ' 

A, I heard there was a place in the Borough. 

J^ Of what fort, and for what purpofe f 

A. A place wtw they met to learn lie exercifej 

^ What exercife? 

A. To learn the ufe of the muikeL 

j^ Was diere any fubfcription at that place in die Borough, 
where the ufe of the mufket was to be leaned, for any and wh&t 
purpoki 

A. I dt» not know. 

^ Did you learn frpm any of die members of tftat (bciety 
Ifaat there was? 

Af.- Never. 

^ Dp you know a peribn of the name of Hig|{ns ? 

jt: Yes. 

^ And a perfon of the name of Godwin I - 

T 4 A Yes, 
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Of. Yes. .^^^^ ^ 

J^ Were diey members of the London Cont^ An^ 

Society ? 

A Yes. 

^ Did you learn from diem, or from eidier of them,whedi«r 
there was any fociety of die fort you have juft mentioned ? 

J. I have underftood, from Godwin, diat diere was a fociety 
in the Borough, but I wa^ never diere. 

^. You learned then, from this man, who was a meirfw^jf 
die London Correfponding Sojcicty, thatt diere was a place in die 
Borough where they learned the ufe of the mulket ?^ 

J, He told me fo. 

^. Did you learn from him, whether he belonged to it, or notf 

A No. 

J^ Did you learn from him, or from any odier member of the 
London Correfponding Society, where that (bciety, for leacnin^ 
the ufe of the mufket, njiet ? 

A No. 

^. Do you know a place, called Bandy Leg Walk f 

A. I have heard of it, but I never was diere. 

^ Have you heard of that place from Hiliier, Baxter, Spence, 
or Higgins, whom you have ftated to be Members of the. 
Correfponding Society? 

A, I did not hear where it was* 

^ Did you know a perfon, called Franldow f 

A. I have heard of him. 

j^. Was he a member of the fociety ? 

A, I believe he was ; but hd wias not a member of die divifion 
I belonged to. 

J^ Do you know where Franklow lived ? 

A. I have known, fmce I have been in cuilody, that he lived 
W Lambeth, but I did not know before. 

Mr. Erjkine. . Does your Lordfliip take it, that what vras 
faid by Higgins or Hillier is evidence ? 

Mn Garrow. I fubmit it is evidence. 

Mr. Erjkine. I fubtoit to th? Court, that it iS not evidence; 
I fhall not argue it 

Mu 
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Mr. Garrffw. Nor fliall I. 

Lord Chiifjufiict Eyre. I confider that p(»nt to have been 
determined by the majority of the Judges. 

J/f- Garrow* Did you know of any aflbciation at Lanw 
Ml? 

J, I have heard of it. 

^. Did you hear of that from Franklow 1 

A. I never law him, till I &w him in the Privy Council 
Chancer. 

^. Di<r you cyer hear pf it, from any member of thatt 
afiKriadon? 

A, I remember fomething was mentioned of it foon after I 
went to the divifions fomething was laid about it^ but by whom 
J cannot tell. 

^. What was ftated at diat meeting of the divifloq, at whidi 
Aere was converfation about Franklow's aflbciation? 

A. I underftood that there was a meeting, known by tbs 
name of the Lambeth Loyal AflQciation \ that was all* I under-* 
ftood about it. 

^. Did you hear at that, or any other meeting of the focietj, 
of what number that meeting at Franklow's was compofed;--^ 
how many perfons attended it ? 

A. I never knew how many perfons j^ttended it ; I underftood 
that the number, when it was completed, was to be fixty. 

^ You underftood, at that meeting of the divifioa, that it 
was to be iucty, when full I 

Ji» I cs« 

J^. For what purpofe did that aiTociation meet? 

,A* That I cannot tell, for I was never there. 

^. For what purpofe was it ftated, in the London Cor^e* 
fponding Society, at the diviilon meeting, that they met ? 

A, I never heard any tiding ilate^ of what was the purpof<| f^ 
tjieir meeting* 

^. Did you ever hear that that fociety, or any other diviiioa 
pf the London Correfponding Society, had arms ? • 

A I Aever heard any thing meiiliotied.of that (bciety, but 
what I have juft now ftaiid. 

J^ What 
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^ What was this aflbciation at Frawftlo^s for? 

J. I tfoiiht not fcB^ ft)f ncMttn^ of the Und ^^as etei" mdb« 
tioned. 

J|. Did y0Ot faedur ftpm injr Mt^, m any of the me^ngi^ of 
the Correfponding Society, in what dreis 0iofe perfom ipritar: 
attended Franklow's meeting aijTembled i 

J. No; I did not hwnr. 

J^ Do 70U kn9W m ivhat drefe thtf aiSenAhN} f 

J. They had a bluie coat, and red collar; I flunk I Gm" 
Franklow ill his drflfe^ ... 

^ W^ there any other part of the drefs tha( was te^susx^tai^ 
cr was- like iregimenbd? 

j£ White waiftcoati atuibrefechesi^ 

^ In that drefs you faw Franklow himfelf ? 

J^. Yes; once*' 

Lord Chief Jufik* Ep-e, Whtrt w«« if you isn? Frankio^. 
fodrefled? 

A It was j^the dinnervat ^e Globe Tavern^ 

Mr, Garrow. When was that dinner ? 

J. On thd 2©th of January. 

^. The Anniveffary Dinner ^ 

j1. Yes- 

^ At that dinner F^klovr appored in^ the dre& tfak( you 
have mentioned i 

^ Do you know of any meeting of any nwnber of pet fonr 
of the Correfponding Society, at the Three Tnns, at Sndw-^ 
Hili? 

A The divifionf aai,. tried to meet there. 
^ ^ Do you know of ^any propofai in the Coi^'efpondlng Sor 
ciety, for inftruSitig that divifion in theufe of arms f 
. *A. No; I cannot fay I recoUeft any- 

^ Do you know of any'meeting of any number of perfons^ 
for that pufpofe, at Afe Thrte Tuife,. ori Snow-Hill, to the 
number of fixteen, <«• thereabouts? 

A. Yed^;i I recoUei9fr tttcwi-w^s one evening about fixleen 
perfons met. t 

^ Was 
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A. I was. 

S^ Whiitwa>diepOfpQfe«flhiitme«tMigf 

jL I bad fpoke to feveral of .tb$ memb€v$ wpjiAi^ bdhre dmt^ 
mfiMins M>b l^aoc^ for thcoft t&iMot thtrei'a^tf thc^Aoiight 
proper, to form an AfTociation like that of the Lambeth ASSu^m^. 
lissg^ but Qfr pQ«(li9iwouM. 

^. No perfon would agree to. tint piopoial ? 

Ak Kofe 

S^ Wove Ibofe fiKteca meikibcf^ of the dtrHioiH No. 22 f 

4 I da not kii«w what divifions thcj wore members of; tlieji. 
were of feveral divifions, I believe. 

^ Whi^ vn» i« that libat meeting iirasr held at the Thcee 
Tuns, Snow-Hill? 

J: I c«B(not jie«ollB& when it was. 

^ Before or after the Anniverfary Dinner ? 

A. Befoite tjuta^lbiig whiOe. 

^. In the London Correfponding Society was there an/ 
committee, which was called the Secret Committee, for difpatch 
^'biifinriE»? 

A* I underftood there was, 

^ Didt you undeHbnd^: from any of the members of the 
ftw«ty, that tbeoe wjtf ? 

A. Yes. 

Lori Onef yujHce Eyre. Sixteen people met ;. indiat Uras 
4one there ? 

y/. Nothing at aU» 

Mr. Garrow. At that meeting, where fixteen were prefent, 
what was propofed by any body I 

A. I only propofed the forming an aflbciation^ iimihr to diat 
of Franklow's, as I mentioned, and no perfon there would 
join in it 

^. In what manner was the Secret Committeerof the fociety 
chrfen ? 

A. I cannot tell in what manner they wture diofen; I only 
heard it jn the divifion. 

^ Did 
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^ Did you, m that diviiion, hear of the appointiiient of any 
Secret Committee, which was afterwards diflW vcd ? 

A Tbi^ was the fiune committee, dip S^ret Committee, that 
{ beard mention of in the diviiion. 

J^. Was that Secret Committee fiipplied by any new com«« 
mittee? 

A I underflood it was ; but that committee that iras difiblTcd 
Imd full powers to cfaufe anodier. 

j^. What was the reafon, as it was ftated in the diviiion 
meetings, for diffolving that Secret Committee which had exifted^ 
a(id giving full powers \o that Secret Committee to choofe 2^ 
new one ? 

' j£ It was thought that fome perfon had given information of 
that committee having been chofen. 

^ Was that perfon who was fufpe6)»d, a member of* die 
Ibciety ? 

jf. He >yas a nlember, I underftood, of the General Committee* 

^ What was his xfame i 
. JL Lynham. 

^. Did you ever know who the perfons were diat conftituted 
that new committee ? 

A. The perfens that diey chofc on the committee diere, were 
five perfons ; I do not know that I could recoiled all their 
names. 

j^. Should you ki^ow their names, if they were ftated to you \ 

A. I think I fhould. 

J^. Do you know Joh|i Martin, an Attorney \ 
, A. Yes* 

J^. Was he one \ 

A Yes. 

^ Do you know John Thdwall » 

A. Yes. 

^ Was he one? 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you know Baxter ? 

A Yes J he was one. 

^ Moore? 



K^ 
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^ Moore? 

A He vns odc. 

^ t)o you know a perfon of the name of Hodgibn, and 
aaother of die name of Lovett ? 
. jf, I cannot be certain which of thofe two it was. 

^ You know thofe two perfons i 

A. I know them both. 

^. Was one or the other a member of this Secret Com* 
mittee? 

A He was. 
. J^ Where 4id this Secret Committee meet, as you learned iji 
tiie meetings of the Correfponding Society? 

>/. I do not know* 

j^ At what fort of places did they meet; at the ordinary 
places of meeting of the general meetings of the fociety, or Ia 
private houfes ? 

<^ I do not know. 

j^. Do not you know, from the information of the ibciety? 

A. I underftood that they met at dieir own houfes. 

^ Did you underftand that in the fociety ? 

A. No ; I was told by a perfon not in the fociety. 

^. What was the office of this Secret Conunittee; what had 
thjsy to dof 

A To receive any letters that were fent. 

^ And what were they -to do with them, when they had 
received them ? 

A That was all left to them ; it was kept a fecret from the 
fociety. 

^ Did they communicate to die fociety, occafionally, fudi 
correfpondence as came to them ? 

A At times they ufed to have letters read in the divifion, 

J^ Was it left to them to ufe their difcretion about that ? 

A. I underftood fo* 

^ Was you a delegate at any time of the fociety ? 

A. I was. 

^. In the charaAer of a delegate was you a ^lember of -the 

General Committee ? 

A. lattende, 
4 
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A I attended the General Committee about iix fimesi 

^ You was not a member of the Secret Ganaikbee ? 

J. No. 

^ Do I tmderftand you right, diat die gan rc i ponienoe ' 
committed to ijbe Secret Conmittiee, and left wkk ibnii) wh^er 
it ihould be brought before die Gsnesil Coaimittee^ aor the £<yi' 
ciety at large at their difcretion ? 

d» Iti^ ijnp<^ble for mc to asTiiier duit, beende k all re-^ 
mained a fecret to themfelves* 

^ Have yau any reafon to know frcxn any of the firoCttediags 
«f the fociety, that correfpoandbices mtmh JUL toad ihsir way td 
the Secret Committee, were not coomuAicated either to the 
General Committee, or to the fociety at large i 

A* That I cannot telL 

^. Where did the General C^mroittse atiirft meet? 

A. In Compton ftreet* 

^ At number 3, the coffee room ? 

A" I tlliak it ^ivis number ttoe. 

^ Was you ever prefentat Cosipton^beat? 

A. Sometimes I have been theie^ 

^ How often might you be there I 

A. Twice* 

^. Was it any part of the bufmefs of the General Committee 
of delegates that met at Compton-^ftreet to receive the return of 
new members \ 

A. Always from every delegate. 

J^ Did it happen that at all thofe meetings you attended, diere 
were returns of new members ? 

4' When a delegate attended, the returns wore made at a Ge-^ 
jieral Committee. 

^ From ComptDn-ftreet, were the moetiiigs of the Com- 
mittee tranferred to any other place \ 

A^ To Beaufort-buildings. 

J^. To whofe houfef 

A. Mr. Thelwall's. 
:. ^ No. 2,. Beaufort Buildings? . 

A Yes. 

.4 ^. D* 
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which you attended, any deputation attending to i^ppprt from ^uof 
tocher fod«Q^f 

,4 Npb I mmo^ rftcoll4^0 itot, 

^. Do you know from any thing that pafled fit ony .^f tbef 
meetings of this jSoci^yfiditfge, tl^at ypur &x:iety \v98 inoMrre- 
fpondence, and co-op^rat;i(yi .w^ th^ Qga&itv^m^ .Society i 

A ^Sh iMH«tti»tcii9ej I underjljt.ood on the Tte«f4ay night 
£^owi0g> t:b»t » CQOfioaktfe of oor^'efpondcnce was tippointed hf 
the Conftitutional Society of fix perfoiu^ 9r4 i aUo imderftooij, 
/ihac ft jdkpMatj^n h«d bqea appoii^ io libe fockty for Conftitu-- 
tional inforjpatipn. I underft<K4 ^t thi? Corjrielponding Society 
deputed five perfons to attend a opting of ithie Cooftitutional 
Society — before I woiit to the commitDee, Kk^x^ was nothing 
inenti<^ed of it die firft /Hght 9^ \ un4^IU)Qd^H0n jthe feq?^ 
joig^ I unikiiliood ^ey bad ^pppjint^d a ctvwak^ c^ fix per- 
ions, and there were only five perfons of the Coriefyonding So^ 
ciety chofe for the depmution, wi iheo (bey ichofe aoothcr igcfbn 
Ito add to jdbem, tomakeup thpnj^Mnb^r. 

^ Were you prefent at any time, when the deputation bofc^ 
your fociety ceponbedy tot ihe Conftitutioiiai So(;i.«ty appointed 
ilx perfons, the Correfponding having ^pi^nted five^ they di^ofb 
one more after> to make up the fix> then the twelve I fuppoie 
met/ 

J. Yes- 

J^. Was you prefent 9^ wy time wheij 4 report w^ made by 
juiy of the members of that Committee of Conference to the fa-' 
ckty at large, or Ac Gec^ral Committee. You have faid yoi* 
know Hodgfon, Lovett, ThelwaU, Baxter, and Moore i 

A Yes, 

J^ Were they the perfons who were deputed from your fo- 
ciety, tocorreliKind with the Conftitutiorvil Society I 

A, I was not prefent^ when the deputation was appointc4» 

J^ Do you recolkfl: any debate with refp€<3: to yourfelf, and 
your age>' at the time that this bufinefs of deleg^es was ccmi- 
fidered? 
J^ Yes, IrecoHeiftit/ 

^ Who 
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^ Wh6 wefe Ae'peribns^ do y<Ni recolka, Oat tGiok ^ 
in that debate? 

^. Several perfons fpoke, and moft of them were ftrang«^ t» 
me at that time, and I did not know who they were, Mr. Thel« 
wall was one that fpoke. 

j^. Wa§ Baxter one who Q>oke in that debate f 

j/. At the committee, notinthedivifion* 

j^ Doyou remember being at the General Committee, wben 
a bufmefs refpe&ing a gentleman ef die name of Eaton wai 
taken into confideration I 

A. I remember there wa$ a debate one ni^t, re^pe£tii% a. 
medal that had been ftruck, that was to be prefented to the Jury- 
men that acquitted Mr. Eaton. 

^ Was the medal to be prefented to any other pertbns ex^pt 
the Jury who had acquitted Mr« Eaton ? 

if. I do not know, I only underftood to the twelve Jurymen 
wdo had acquitted him* 

j^. Acquitted him, uponithat occafion ? 

A^ When he was tried at die bar for a libel I think, and waB^ 
found not guilty. 

^ Do you remember anything of a meeting at Chalk Fars^ 
in the neighbourhood of this town I 

A Yes. 

^ What were the proceedings in the fociety as &r as came 
to your knowledge, preparatory to that meeting ? 

^. I do not know, I was only appointed to the committee one 
night before that, and that was the night when the debate took 
place refpediing myfelf, and I heard nothing at ail but refpeding 
that. 

^. Was you prefent at the meeting at Chalk Farm ? 

A. I was there. 

j^ Where did you firft go to-^id you go to Chalk Farm, or 
any other place firft ? 

A* I went to Store-ftreet, Tottenham Court Road. 

4^ And from thence to what place i 

A. To Chalk Farm. 

^. At what time did you arrive at Chalk Farm I 

A. lean- 
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^A. 4 taniMOt teeoileft what time^ kums in AeaAemodA* '^. 
. j^ Was that meeting at Cbalk Farm, one dbat had been ap^ 
|)ointed in confequence of any proceedings of the Correlpondin^ 
Society? ' 

J. I'donotJbnoWk 

•^. You did not know befateTOuivent there?. 

^. Nov • • • 

^ You went, there a delegate of the Correfponding Society^ 
if I underftand you right ? 

wf. Yes, I icA been made a delegate oi^y one wed: before*. 

^. Had you any card) or ticket for your admillion' to Chalk 

A Yes- . t 

^ Where did. ylDttj^cUrftthat? r 

A. I had it of the committee of the Cbfrel|ioiiding Society^ 

J^ When^/aildifiBiere procured \ i ' r 

Am By the j!inm»$it|eeof date Coridpon^g Sottiet^stCoiiiptoiW 
ftreet. , 

J^ When? 
. , A On the Thuriday night proceeding the meeting at Chalk 
Farm. 

^ What was the occafion.of your gc^ng to Store-ftreet, 
rather than Chalk Farm at firft ? 

A. I.flnderftood there waSs a joom engaged in Stbre«-ftreet, it 
was adyertizedthit the meeting wa3 ta be there. 

^. There you went with your ticket as I underftand you, 
f^reviouflyprofiuted flnoijitheGoBMnitteB? / . 

A. Yes/ 

^ Wh^n y^ ifm^Ao .Sioms-ftreet, what led pu to Chalk 
Farm? 

A, I underftood Juftice Addihgtbh. had been dicre^ and for-» 
bid the man to let us have the room. , - ( .' 

^. Then you went to Chalk Farm ? /: 1 r. 

A* Y>*. ..i ^:.. •.- ; . V ./ I • • • .: "•,.• '>i 

^ What number of perfons mi^t there: be. a&mW^d at 
,ChaIk-Far«a? / .-. : ':'. .; ;■. i-^ . 

A. I fuppofe upwards of two thoufand? ' - i >. * 

,/ YW-II. U ^. Was 



' yf. Time Aval a pQffim ft^»bd it the 4Mi^ jvA to take the 
pdtn. . 

One of the Jury. Was it an enclolurc, or what ? 

y/. It was a kind of trap-ball green, before a 'king noobi^ 

^r. G arrow, Thbfe tkkets wtudi the 'porfiDii at the door was 
to take, were thofe which you had received from the committee of 
^Colrr^fktdifl^Sodeftjr, tfLtadceyoarig^ . 

jf» Yes- ' . *' .• . I 

i^. Whit was 40t^ with the ticket Jelivetiei U 'd^ ^rftm at 
ihe'door?,. ^ ••■ H .' 

^. They tore one half off, the other half you kept "J^na^ 
felf. .'- / ^ 

^ Whatwere you to d&ttriih the oilier li^B^'^ 

J^ To'putteother half in your hkt^ • ^^ l- >« ' « * 

j^. When you were admihod, 'be# goofla^'IkKtcr'the pr^lpbed* 
HOp liathjook ^ace^, who^ weie tke feribttf lfeatriii^fe< ttierey vand 
what paffed ? • > ^ 

-//. There were fome letters read. • ' ^^ -. . ~ 

- ^ Did ytxi find tbem any perions off iit& Cci'nti^oitdibg'^o* 
ciety? f 

^* Yes,.finieral|ier(biir^ere. - '' - '/ />. 

^. Any that you knew, orth^t you hairemMed2' 
■ A. Yes, there were Moore, Hodgfon^ i»A ThelwaB.. •* 

^. Was there any psrfeti who todkdie t:hai#' b^ ihat meddAg'? 

A^ Yes, JcduvLovett^- • ....:. - . 

^ Name fome nu^e that were there ol^cfie Go^t^ojading Sch 
ciety, with whom you wa$ acquainted ? 

JL £ticht||r wlis there^r and^therrwete flttoft Of ^h&meml^evs c^ 
the committee* ^ , - 

- 4^.:Di9yoakaowMr, Ibrdyt 

A. Yes. 

^ Was he there? '- j , ... 

A. I do not know whether he was there or not, for I was ftp in 
:thdtobg:ifaomsiUAe Jdme. . . '- -' ' 

Jg. After you were admitted into the ground, Ot any p«^ 
take the chair ? j . - ; : ./.: 



A. Mn Lovett took die cfiair ifbonaftd" I Was & the grotind ; 
tWre ^^ite t^o l^di«fe I liraraoqaamtcd with, we went itp intx>.the 
long room, and were locked in, therefore i toidd not fee fo well. 

J^. Did you hear A^hat.wainead^ dr fiud, ib as to be able to 
give any account of it, if not I will not parfiie it? 

A, Icannbcgiyeatiy adcottvtof wHatwasfaidk 

^ Was you pref<^it4»fterwank at any meeting ofthe General 
ComMittee^oi^anyothnr cbnimittse of the London Corre^onding 
Society at which the procfeedingf it Ghdk Farm were reported ? 
' A.\ do 4i0t rkdtt^ «ver hearing the ptoceedtngs at Chalk 
Farm btirigi^rtedatacoitiniittbe. 

J^. NWrijtc^fticJoty? 

A^ Kb, i>aoiyyif^ mcA of the.incnibers heaniit there. 

^ Do ]pou< know a {llace<td)ed Robln^'s Coffee-houTe, iit 
Shire^lattet' -• •^. > '..'•■.. I * t ^ 

A. Yt^j ■■'■>■', 

, ^ Is 4uit a pl&o^ at which my df.ibe meetings of the fixiety 
were held ? 

A. DiViildti) NCK29, mstdier^. 

^. Did yba ai^to attendtfae meetings of that divifion occafion« 

^. I did( i was a member ctf thit divifion. 

J^. Be fo good as to look at this paper, and tell me whether 
you eTer-&W4iny of thefe fort of papers diftributed^at Robins*s 
CdlFeei-houfe, and. w«Ke any of thcBti delivered to you by any gf 
the perfons you have named ? 

A, I faw fome, but not fo large as this, and of a different 'date. 

^. Was it the fame fubj€d,'did it contain the &me^xpreffions i 

Mr^ Erjkine. I muft objeft to that queftioo. 

Mu GifffiotiK I moft infift^ipon the queftion. 

Mr^^RvJkiK^ I willftatemy objedion; fihewitne& is afked 
whether he faw that paper, or aiiy paper fimilar to it ? 

Mr. Gatroiw^ • That is not the queftion, nor any thing like it, 

Mr. ErJSdue. : State the queftion then. 

Mr^ Oarrov^M The queftioh I. put was this; whether you 
lnd.recei\'edgi fimilar paper to that at Robitu's CoSee-Houfe ? 
To which you aijfwer,w»Not of that fize* 

U 2 A. Not 
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A. Not at Robins's CofFce^Hoiifc. * 

^. Did pu ever receive a paper (yf diat fort any where I 
A. Of a different date. 
* ^: Of the fame contents as that paper ? 
A. Yes ; one ; but not fa large. 
^ Where did you receive thai, and from whom I 
• A. From a perfon of the name of Baxter, 
^ From that Baxter vdiom you have named, as a member 
of the London Correfponding Society? 

;. J/r. Erjkine, The witncfe feys, the paper delivered by Baxtet 
w^as not the fame paper as diis; and that it was of a different 
date. — Does your Lordfhip think the witnefles feyingy he believes 
the contents of this to be the fame, makes this paper evidence ? 
; Mr. Garrow, .1 fiibmit that, if I propofe to read a pafiage 
from Locke, and I fhew the witnefs an ofiavo edition of Locke, 
and aflc him whether he had read the paflage in a. duodecimo 
'edition df the fame author, that it is fiificient evidknce>if he has, 
to let me in to read it. 

Lord Chief Juflice Eyre. In order to come at that evidence, 
-you would be obliged to lay before the Court fome evidence, 
that this which you offered was an edition of Mr. Locke's wort— 
The queftron is, whether you have gone far enough yet ? 
^ :Mr. Erjkint. ' Exadly fo. * 

Mr. Garraw. I will aflc a few more queftions.-^You fiy 
t^is paper is not of the. fame, fize as the paper you received 
from Baxter? 
' A. No. 

. ^ What is the date of this paper ? 
A, Tuefday, the firft of April. 

^. Did you, at any time, receive a paper from Baxter, of the 
fame contents as that, except the date of the 30th of January, 
upon a paper of a different fiee } 
. : Mr. Erfiine. What did you do with that paper ? 
A. It was deftroyed before I was taken into cuftody. 
Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. ' That paper being deftroyed, the 
witnefs will give fudi account of it as he can ; he may either re^ 
frefh his memory by looking at this paper, or, if he can venture 
, ' ' to 
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to lay, that diiis contains in it the fubftance of the otheT') it may 
be received, upen diat accouat, as die beft evidence ; either way, 
it comes to the fame tiling, with regard to you, Mr. Erikine, 
and therefore, I thinkf it is not w«rth mooting* 

Mr^ Erjkint. The paper was fabricated by the fpies who 
fupp^rt the profecutiom 

Mr. Attorney GentraU You Ihall not fey that, till you prove it. 

Mr. Erfkine. I Ihall prove it. 

Mr. Attorney General Till you prove that, you, ought not 
to &y it; It is a charge that ought not to be made^ 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre^ If jthere is any point between you 
which ihottld be heard, the appeal, to be fare, muft be ma4e to 
the Court 

Mr, Garrow.. I wifli to God it was; we fhould fave much 
time and trouble. 

' Lord Chief Jufiice Eyre. A little indulgence, on both fides, 
would £ive ffhieh dme and trouble. 

Mr, Attorney General. When a paper is produced, which 
your Lordlhips hdd to be legal evidence to be read, it muft not, 
and ihall not be ftated in this Court, unlefs it is proved, that the 
paper is ftlbricated by the fpies who carry on the pro&cution. 

Lord Chief Ju/iice Eyre. I hope nodiing of that kind has 
been faid, for it was an improper thing to be faid; and, if ij 
4iropt /rom an^ bpdy, ji^ w^ an i/iadvertent things 
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At the 

Federation Theatre, in Ec^jality-Square, 

On Thurfdayy the iji of Aprils 4971, 

Will be performed, 

A new and entertaining Farce, called 

LA QUILLQTINEi 

OR, 

GEORGE'S HEAD IN THE BASKJITI 
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(Being the laft timj^ of h^s, apifiearija^ in ^t ^v^if^^y 

Prince <if Leeks, by Wr* Gi/^Ei^Py Jtiiipr, 

Duke df fXce, by M«t, Frcddy, (from Oihaburg.) 

Duke of Jordan, by Mr, Wih-iam Hlwfer F|.OGGElt| 
(From- Ae Crfcofiati Theatre.)' . 

^Uncle Toby, Mr. Richmond. ' 

Gran4 Inq^uifitor, Mr. Pensioner Reeve?, 

Don Quixote, iCni^ht of l;be Dagger^ . . 

By Mr, Edmunp Calumny, 

And Chancellor of the Exchequer, by Mr, Billy Taxlight, 

J Municipal Officers, National Quards^ SfQ., 

By Citizens Xof, Nadirehs, Yerg, Eni^^j^^^ ^c 

B^ditti, Aff^ffinsy Cue THtcAts, . a^xt WHolda^e i&e^s in 
Blood, by THE Emfress. p^ Ruffians^ '^^£ £mfc&o^ 
OF Harm-any, Thing of Prussia, Pn^^r^ffc 99 6. Cash<» 

Bfitiymo-tbe A^l^s^ . .••♦:': 
A Nfrw §otog, cadlcd ^. Twenty mpcdi 1^ 4^m I'* 

By BoBA])IL BRUN»Wl<;i^^ 

Tight Rope Dancing, from Ae hsttnp-ff^^ 

By Melfo. CANTERiVRY* Yoltfc, D^kllAM, ftc^ 

In the Cqurfe of the £v€AMig wiU be iung^ in Fu)l Choru^ 

CA IRA, 

>anp 

POB SHAVE GREAT GEORGE OUR ! 

The whole to conclude with 
A GRAND DECAPITATION 

Placemeh, Pensioners, and German Leeches* 

^. Admittance, Three-pence ca^ Perfon. 

Five la Ltberte ! Five In Ripublique ! 

Mr* Garmtfi 
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Mr. Garrm. You 4sf )«tt>>itMttiv«4 one of ihdb paperVof 
a different datei ' 

A Yes; dated the 3od[i of January. 

^ Was th^it dMi }dA^ Juiuaiy preceding t 

Jf. Yes. 

^. At what time dU )pmi ceectve die paper you had? 

w^. I do not recoiled when it was ; it was fome tioaflr ag(). 

^ Where did yoH wceivc it? 

-^ I received it from Baxter, about three months befiwq 
January. 

^ Three mootliS' before January f 

^. It was in.Odober or November^ I think, I received if. 

J^. Then, fappefing it to have been for fome eidiibltioh^ it 
-was delivered to you thr^e months bdbr^ the dale, at which the 
thing was to take place ? 

J. I rather think it was threemoxiths^ or thnt^bouts. 

^ After the meeting at Chalk Farm, did you go to Coliip- 
ton-ftreet ? 

A» I did, in the evening. 

^ What annexion had the place in Compton-ftreet i^ith 
the fociety ? 

J. It was iJirh^t the divifion ufed to meet at the Coffee- 
Room. 

J^. Did yw ftip th#re ? 

Jt. I did. 

^. How late did you ftay ? 

A. Not very- lafe j I went away about eleven o'clock. 

^. Who were the perfons that were prefent ? 

A A great number of perfons were prefent. 

^ Were they members ? 

A. I ujrtderftood moft were that cantc from Chalk Farm. 

J^. Was Mr. Thelwall one ? 

^. He was. 

^ D4d you, in any of the meetings of the fociety, or its 
connnittees^ receive any information with refpeft to arming, in 
any way, except thofe that you have told us about pikes, and 
Franklow's Affociation ? 

U 4 A. l^cverj 
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. ^ Never ; not in any of die divUions* 

4^ Had you from any p/ the members of die foctetjr ? 4* 

A. I never had. 

J^. Do you know a perfon of die nwe of Aflily ? 

^. I do. 

^. Was he a mem)>er of eidier of die fociclics I 

A. He was. 

J^. Had you any information from Aihly, about a^cming with 
pikes? 

A^ I never had. 

^ Do you know a perfon of die name of Joyce ? 

A. I have fecn him two or diree times. 
^ Do you remember s«iy meedng at the Crown and Audior^ 
upon die fecond of May, in the prefent year \ 

A. I was there. 

^ In wl^t marnier were you 8ulmitte4 ?- . 

A. By a ticket. 

^. By whom was that ticket furnifhed to you ? 

A. Mr. Joyce. 
. J^. Who called him out of the room tp give yov a ticket? 

A. Mr.Thelwall. 

Lord Chief Juftue My re. Was that a dinner ? , . 

A. The Annivcrfary Dinner of the Conftitutional Society. 

^ You was prefent at the dinner ^t the Glphp Tavem 
likewife ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Dp you remember any printe4 paper bei^ig 4ifttibuted 
at that dinner, at the Gijobe Tayern ? 

A. After dinner ^he addrefe that had been read in d^e mprnyigj 
was printed, and diftributed about. 

^ .\Vbere had that addrefs been fead in the morning ? . 

A. At the Globe Tavern, before dinner. 

^ After dinner that was diftributed about, and read I 

A. Not read after dinner j it had be^n rjcad before dinner. 

^ Was there any conycrfation at. that meeting, with t^fy^ 
to aiiy troops ; any Heflian troops, for inftance, 

A, I do not recoUeft any. 

^ Ipa& 
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J^ I pafs tiut, and go to the diimery'on the foond of May, 
9t the Crown and Anchor; give us fome account of the manner 
in which that feftival was conduced i before I go to diaf, I 
would juft aik you as to the dinner at the Glob Tavern; you 
do not recoiled the drcumftanc^ of aiiy paper, lefpe^ling die 
Heffian troc^ diere, do you ? 

^. I do not xecolle£l any. 

^ Do you recoUefl any paper that TtfpeAed the difFerent 
parties, as they are called, in this country; As /ns and OutSj as 
they are called there f 

A. Not there. 

J^. Wherpthen? 

A. I faw one of thofe papers at the Three Tuns, on Snow-HilL 

^. At a divifion meeting ? 

A. Yes. 

^ When was Aat? 

A. I do not recoiled vriien it was, 

^. Before or after the 20th of Januarj? 

A^ I think it was after the 20th of Jamary. 

J^. You was not prefent at Robinss Coifee-Houfe, wheii 
Mr. Yorke made a fpeech there ? 

A. I was not. 

^. Do you know a perfon of the name of Hodgfon ? 
' A Hodgibn, the Audior, I know. 

^. Did you ever receive any pri;itcd paper from Hodgfoni 
(he Printer, in Bell- Yard, or Lovctt ? 

A> No; I never did, 

^. Have you been prefent, at any tine, at Mr. Thelwall'f 
Lecture, in Beaufort Buildings ? 

A* Yes ; I have been, 

^. Was it permitted tq any body to take notes of his Ledhire ? 

A* I do not know. 

J^. Did it ever happen to you to be prefent, when any perfon* 
that were doing fo, were interrupted ? 

No; I never was. 

^. You have told us di your appUcation to Mr. Hardy, on 

the 



i^M^eSt of oiloftfi ^h^mtiaey was to He paid dowa far thofe 

pikeSf? .')./..•'•.':"' "' 

^. Omibilbig. ' '. •/ ^ ../!.•. 

jg.. WJi^t iwi$ tbatioi inchdb ? ? 
>f..Toifa(ei^rtlo^h^ifeItirQctht{Uuid' ' ! . . 
J^ When the blades were fiiiilhefl^wfcai!*^tel]^<J«s^ ^ 

jf. Any perfoi might put in die iha|fb dot vantaA thiini» '- 

w^ Yefij I dQiftonvhim. 

^. And aiiothei perfon of the name of HiUier i 

A. Yes. 

^. Had you anyconverfetion, at any time^ or any inftru^Stuis 
(torn Gofling» upon 'he fulije^t of pites I ^ 

A, No \ I never had inftruftions ffooit Gofling. '• .' 

j^ Was he a menrber of the fociety ? 

A. I believe he was; Gofling and HilK^ «tasir. to itiy.&thei's 
houfe on the Monday Hardy was talce&iijitQ cuftod^. •. > 

^ Was any mecing app^nted to tafae pfaue btfire^ re- 
fpedHng pikes ? . . J ' . , ^ 

AL It was appoiotet for.t&e Friday fcefors Mr« Hbifldy^.^i^s 
taken up; it was after>^rds poftpomad/fioar another wedc ^ . 

^ What was the pirpoie of that meeting dot was to fcavc 
been held on, tile Friday? ..:!.. 

A. As many perfons as jchofe. were Id haare put domi Aeit 
/»Oney ftyr pik^s.. 

^ Where was that neetmg to have bectt held ? 

A. In Green Harbour Court. • • . . 

.. j^ Wds that one «f the houiibs triiere the meetings, of the 
divifions had been held ? 

A. They had been held there ; but it was to be a 'geoeral 
iteeting then- '^ . 

^ That meeting was poftponed, and, in the interim, ^ on the 
Monday, they came to you f , 

A, Yes. ... 

4Jj Was it before you knew of Hardy's being apprehended, 
^ afterwajds, that they came to lypiuf • •. ' 

A They 
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A Th^y came to ta^ U?fi)r^ I knew Mr, Hardy was^appre- 
hended ; for while they were in the houfe, I was infoxn^cd <?f it 
by a pcrfba who capae ttyere, 

^ Wlwt was thf iiip ;o be depqiited by each ineqaber ? 

A. One fliilling, 

^ What was to be furniihed for that? . 

A. A blade, and nothing elf^ ; 

^ Wher^ were they to piocm:fvthe rdidue to make die |>ike 
^n effeftual inftrument \ 

A They were to get that whey e they thought puroper. 

.^ While they were with you, informatioiv came tfasU; Mr^ 
Hardy was apprehended ? , 

A. Yes, 

J^ What fort of woq4 were the flaofts tobe made of? 

A, I do not know ; fir was reconvnend^d in the letter, I think* . 

J^ In confequence of that recommendation, were any otheis 
procured? 

A. Yes, I had one. r • . 

^ Where did you get^that ? 

A. I made that myfelf, 

^ Was any obfervatioa n?ade upqn it ? 

A. NotlheitIrecolie<a, 

^ We faw one here juft now, in which the blade was fixed 
Jo the fliaf t ; was yours of that <:oaftr u(5)ion I 

A. No, 

^ Look at (hatj is that the fliaft of your's? 

A. Yes, 

^ The fhaft only ? 

A. The fhaft only, . 

^ Is the blade there ? 

A, No, the blade was made to fcrew Into the top* ' 

^ What is be(?ome of the bl^de of your's ? 

A' Deftroyed, 

^•When? 

/f. Before I was taken into cuftody, 

^ How long before ? 

Af On the Wednefday before, 

5 • ^ Was 
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J5: ^^^ *^ before or after you was informed that Hardy was 
taken into cuftody ? 

jf. After I was informed that Hardy was taken into cuftody. 

^ How happened that to be tleftroycd ? by whofe advice ? 

jf. By nobody's. 

^ Why did you deftroy it ? 

jf, Becaufe I was afraid of its being fotrnd upon me. 
' ^ Do you know of any other reju-efentation by magic lantern, 
or other, that was ufed as conne£):ed with this fubje£t P 

A I had a magic lantern of my own, which I produced ta 
jDhew Mr. Gofling. 

^ You mean Gofling, one of the members ? 

A Yes, 

^ Was there any connexion between that entertaining ap*- 
paratus, and fthe objefts of your fociety ? 
^ A No. 

J^. What was it to reprefent ? 

A It was the property of Monf. Chauveiin; there was thcde* 
ftru^on of the Baftille smd beheading of the Governor painted on it. 

^ Was that your property ? 

A Yes, it is in the meflenger*s houfe now, 

J^. You faid you knewa perfon of the name of Hillier ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you know whether he had any pike ? 

A. I underftood he had. 

^ Was that of die fame conftruftion as your's, or of a diA 
fcrent conftrudlion ? 

A. It was of a different on^^ 

J^. Was he one of the perlbns at your hbufe to whom you 
fliewed your pike the day of Hardy's apprehenfion ? 

A. He was. 

•^ Do you know where Hi11ier*s pike had been conftru£l:cd? 

A. I do not. 

yohn Edwitrds, 
Crofs-examincd by Mr, Erjkine. 
^ How long before you was apprehended was yo» a member 
©f this Correiponding Society ? ' 

4 A. I 
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A 1 becime a member of the Correfpoiiding Society lafrjuly 
'Was a melvemontfa. 
• ^ You faid you made a^ pike for youriblf; what trade are you? 

A A filvcrfinith. 

^ When did you make .that pike for yourielf} 

jf. I think it was in March. 

^ What year i 

J. 1794. 

^ How long had you been, in the Society at the time yos 
.made th^t pikft ? 

jf. From July 1793. 

^ For what purpofe did you make it ? 

•A I had heard a perfpn of the name of Yorke that had juil 
mentioned, one night in company where I was, after one of tbe 
divifions broke, up at.-Robins's Coffee^ioufey libat they had 
pikes at Sheffield^ and I made that. 

^ But hearing that there were pikes at Sheffield, why ihould 
that induce you to make a pike for yourfelf ^ you muft luKve had 
fome motive in you own mind for it ? 

A I underftood fome of the members were providing liiem^ 
felves with drmSy and I made that for myfelf, 

^ Fqr wHat purpofe I , , 

A, In cafe there (hould be any illegal di(perfion of die meetings« 

Mr. Erjkme. Had you heard of any threats having been made 
ufc of at Sheffield ? 

A. No, I had not; but it was juft at the time die Heffian troops 
were landed without the confent of the Parliament. 

^ You have the misfortune to be in the cuftody of a mcffen* 
ger, but it does not follow that you have been guilty of any offence ? 

A. That {hould be the cafe, or I fliould not have been taken up 
by a warrant, for trfealbnaUe pradices, 

^ Had you any intention of making ufe of th^ pike againft, 
the government of the country I ^ 

A. Not ag«inft the governinexit.of the, cou^itry. 

j^. No fuch intention at all ? , , 

A' None. ..».,: 

^. When vou went to Mr. Hardy, what did you go for ? ; 

A. I aiked 
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\ jf. I afted him if be yms gomg tofbi^ tolSh^S^ ^J WouU 
inclofe a few lines for me to feme perfon at Sheffi^ek^ Aat cotild 
foi^jp Ae blades for fome pifces^ tiiac ft^^I Meitt^ of the focietjr 
wifhed to have them, 

J^. Did you ipeak feoanymemhers crflh^ftciety diirtwattittddicni? 

Jf* Not before. • . . » ^ . 

J^. Did you, after that, fpeak to fome member^ <tf tht fpciety 
rfiat did want them ? • * . «^ 

- ^. Several fpoketG^AicAWitHiteSw; : 

^ Did you underftand them, that they want3e4 ^efh for tflfe 
fcne reafon as you wanted them? i. • ' i^-'M' • ' 

^. I underftood fo. • ' - • •'• « • . 

' ^1 From any Aing that pallid betwefen y6ti anJ ftiiy of the 
Aem-bers <tf ttie l^rtd^ft C6rtefpohdihg S<Kiety,^1br Wfebth yew 
Vere difpolfef, Art^wgh Mr. Hafdyi'^ftintei t6 get cS^ei^oftt 
to perfons at Sheffield, had ybu ariy-reMfcMi -to'^b^liev^ Abt Aiey 
•tranted Ae« pikes for a rebelliori «jgluhft flie* goVfcrilfrient and 
^magiftracy oPthfe land?' i ^* ' ...v.. 

>/. Not for a rebellion againft thfe' gSvlk^itoit ; ftdt'agiaftft any 
-legaF pbWet tftat! might be fent to dtfpertb %hem. ' ' ''•' ' • 

^ But if you were attacked without the ftuA6rity which ihe 
law confers upon magiftrates, you thought ybU'had ft right t^ 
defend yourfelves ? 

A. Yes, juft fo4 . - 

^ You thought very right j you appear to havd gi Veif a very 
feir account ; 1 believe that in cohfequence of that yoik ma<fe a pro- 
pofition in one of the divifions where.ifixteen perfons wene prefewtf 

A That was long before 1 hiid i^e ^reftidn from Mr. ttardy* 

^ What was the reafon of pur making the pro^ic^tioA at 
Aat time ?'•'-• * ' . • ' , 

J. Becaufe there had been gifeat dppofitlon flieWH to thb 
-*itieetings befbr e Aat tStne. • 

^ Had any infults been offered t6 any df the members * 

A There was; at a- divilk)n I Vns prefent ^t iii Rtttherftithe, 

two of the Police officers came in^ they wanted to know what they 

wanted j they faid they came to fee if there were any Aieri fit for 

his Majefty's fervke. . . -• . •-' 

* * ^ Were 



( JOJ ) 

J^ WeM y<M'^ ^ttSnie dbing an^ tbing', or were &e people 
who were there^ doing any thing that^roUr own ConTdthces fug^ 
•gifted to ymi to be tVrOng ? ' 

Mr. Atntney^Getif^rak Is that a qiwIHt^ to be afted? 

Mr. B^Jkike* IVkyith fiihjeil to Ms L<>i'dfl«p's opinion: 

Mr. Attorney-GeneraL Be fo good to fay why ? 

Mr^ kfjfki^i. I'fliould be very glad to hear why.it is not 

A^.Athritey General: They may. do a6b tiietr owft con- 
ftienees mUf iJiink right*, but that does m)t make tiiem kga!. 

AfK Bi^kifH. Tltal'rs the reafon I ftiall put 'the queftioA 
tteit Way> ft man may know what his confcience i% though he 
il»y hot krtdw what the faw is. 

• ' Lnpd^-Ohtefjujfkc Eyre, feemg upbii a crofe-'^^aminiticMi, I 
AiAk heinay be a&^d iVhethfer he at ti* tJittfr apprdh^nded thril: 
the thing which he was doing "was Jawfiit or urilanHVil— wheth^ 
•It Waa fe) 6r riot, '^ill iKJt' depend upon ^v^ Kp^AenfioiS but it 
MMCf 'go to the gcneitd' evidence he givfe9"-4t mirty operate one 
ykky ortJtker — if h^ has dohean iltegal*tHhg, but ihnoccJntly^ tf 
1^ isf bt>>ughit ^i a Wifeiilfs, he may be aftcd t6 th^fi what t!ie 
effe<9tof It.wiM'bej I do nOtknaw; c ' 

./f. At the very time that the people came in ^o dHperfe tiSj wt 
%^ere Heading the addfefs frdm Mr* Pitt and tjie Duke of Rich- 
mond at the Thatched Houfc tavern. 

Lord Chief Jufiict Eyre. Was it more or lefs legal upon 
that account I 

Mr. Erfiine. Certainly not ... 

Mt* AiUrney General. So far, tlttit if the confcience of -the 
wimefe ]% to decide it^ I cannot help thinking it may be more or 
lefs legal, ^ , 

- Mp* Srjiine* I Wifli it to be underftood I am no advnbcatc^ 
for the oonCcJeHce ^f the Duk^ of Richmond nor Mr. Pitt. " 

Lord Chief yuJlM Eyre. It is ccrtswnly true 5 but* this is 
ra^er too grave .an occafion for fuch -aA obfervation. i . 

Mr. Attorney General, It is not a proper occafion for this fr?ppeiy. 
' A&. Erjkine. • I fay that is not a proper expreffion. ^ * - 

^Air. jkt^mey Genfrah I will j^eat it. * r 

Mr. Erjktne. , You will not repeat it any whdtt fiki • j* - 

Lord 
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. Lard a>Uf Juftici Ejre. The Gentlemen I hope will recdBed 
ibat they are upon a folemn trial. 

Mr. Erjkine. I think it is really hard upoit mc upon diis fo- 
lemn trial, that I fliould be eternally afT^iled by thefe Gentlemen, 
when I have the arduous taflc of cxtradiiig die truth from tbefe 
witnefies. 

Lord Chief Jujllce Eyr^, it any perfon Were difpofed (which 
J dare iay no one is) to give you diiy interruption, it would be 
my duty to preferve order, and take c^e you fhould be per*- 
mitted to go on in your bufinefs without interruption; but it is 
impofiible the caufe can go on, unlefs the Gentlemen at the bar 
will a little underftand one another, and by mutual forbearanco^ 
dffifl cue another-— you are a little too apt to break out^ and I 
diink there has been a little inclinatio|i fometimes to obferve 
more upon that than the occafion calls for* 

Mr.Amrney General^ As fcir as came from me, I am forry for it. 

Mr. Erjkine* I will repeat the queftion, if I have your Lord- 
jiiip's liberty to put it^ the objeiSion being over-ruled. — At the 
time you were oppofed in this manner, were you doing any thing 
which in your apprehenfton, or your mind, w^s wroi^ 7 

J. I was not. 

^ From any tjiing that you faw or heard from thofe perfons 
with whom you affociated, did you colled that they intended to 
make a different ufe of the pikes than that for which you had made 
your own? 

A I did not. 

^ You faid you i?iade a'propofuion which was negative by 
tbe. Committee, or whoever it . was| wh^n fixteeu perfons were 
prefent ; what was the propofition you made ? 
- J. It was aboijt forming anothegr^Socies^y.upon the fame prin- 
ciple a^ that at Lambeth, but no perfon vv^uld fecond it. 

1^. When you made that proportion to have a Society Upon 
the fame footing as that, at X/am|>et|), what jdid you conceive that 
Society to be? 

A. It bore the riame of the Loyal Lambp^Ji Aflbciatiwi, that 
was the fan^e as that I mea^t to form in caft^ ther« il^uld be any 
iU^al difperfton of die nieetings. 
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^ If yoif had underftood that Lambeth AilbcMtiQa to 
have been of perions difpofed to oppofe the magiftracjr of the 
^ountr)% Ononld yon have made that pfX)pofitbn i 

A* I fhould not. 

^ And ]i^ though you made that propofltion, it was not 
aflented to ? 

A. No. 

^ Do you remember the priibner faying any thing about 
that? 

.. A. Noi I do not remember his faying any thing of it. 
. \^ Have you feen him at any of thofe meetings ? 

A. Yes, at my divifion feveral times, 
r ^ How did he xieport himfelf.? 

^. In a very quiet manner ; I never heard him fpeak In any of 
the ^vifions not once. 

J^. Did, he^appear to be a man of a turbulent difpofition I 

A* N<H quite a different man* 

J^ Do you recoUedt any expreffions he has ufed in any of 
. the Ineetings that led you to think him a quiet> well-meaning 
.man? 

A^ I always underftood he was fo; I never heard him make 
ufe of an improper cxpreffion fince I was in the fociety. 

'^ Did you ever hear Mr. Hardy make any propofition for 
'firms <»: [Hkes ? ^ 

A. Never. 

^ Was you ever prefent when any propofttlon of that fort 
.was made» when he aflented to it, or encouraged it ? 

A. I never was prefent and heard any thing of the kind men- 
tioned, but what was mentioned by me in the fhop, and no per- 
. Ion was prefent but Mr. Hardy and myfelf. 

^ Did any thing more pafs between Mr. Hardy a^d you than 
. wifaat you have mentioned here \ 

A, No more. 

JS^. Did you tell Mr* Hardy that you had made a pike ? 
. A I did. 

^ Did you tell him for what purpofe you had made it f 

A. I did not tell him fox what 'purpofe. 

.^VoL.IL X ^. He 
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' J^* IHteicn^w you was a member of 4telbc^ 
• J. Yts. 

j^ This bill that 1tts*eeti talked bf^ u^whift «itQifioii<&< 
Baxter give it yoii ? 

A fie gftreit to two or Arce pcrfonsi I afedl.him to'^ve 
me one. 

^ Why did you a(k to have a thing of that {6rty fo perlbfUy 
"iitdecem, abifbrd, and ridiculous ? 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. If you had added infamous^ it ^mAt 
have be^n quhe "proper — 'it* flwuM not be ^fleHftitoed mHiou£ 
fome term that ftrongly expreflb^detdttitiOii*^4«jd4NdkuUHis is 
not enough; I am fure you thiidcTo. 

Mr. Erjkine. I certainly^© thmk fe— — Give ineSestVe to 
afk, how you came to ilk fera'bill of *hat^4efcifi|)tlon ? 

A. I iaw it at a diftance, and could not read it ; 1 wiflted to 
fatisfy *my curidity, and afked Baxter to give me one. 

^ His Lordfhip having given a proper epithet ta*tius4>ill, 
tis a'deteftable thing, *did you crcrliear any thing pafe from.any 
member of the foCidty, and more tfpedally from the l^&me^y 
which leads you to conclude that he would approve of a diing-<^' 
that nature ? 

J. No. 

^ ' J)id you everhear ^y expfeffion pafs in the co«rfe of their 
meetings that would lead you to believe they wpuld^hink ofto- 
ii^ife of the bill than his Lordfhip and I have nowexpodlellour 
fciMments upon it ? 

A I heard another perfon on the 'feme m^ £iy it was an 
' infam(>us thing, and too bad to be countenanced j it Was ^nly 
" given to two or three. 

^ Have you any reafon to beliere Ae prifoncrwas-ac^pawattd 
'with, 6onneaed with, or had feen tSiat bill ? 

J. I do not believe he had ever -feen itfl h^e n^ reafai'^o 
know that he had ever feen it, 

^ From what you had an opportunity of diiferiving of thct 
prifoner at the bar, do you believe he would have ciico^r^ed a 
bill of that "defcription ? 

A I do not believe ^nyfudi thing. 
* -'' ■ -4 Johi$ 



yphn £iw(irds. 
Re-esumioBfl by J/^. Q4lrrp^f|, 

J^. Wi^ reipea to this In&nous^ b^l, which was conCdered 
4b by ifaofe who reeeived dt; you received it in a diviiion meet^ 
ing? 

jf. Not at a divifion meetii^; 

J^. You received it from a member of ihe divtfion f 

A Not at that divifion. 

^ From amember of the C<»TefpQniing Society, Baxter i 

J. -It was* 

J^. Three months before the date mentioned in it, die jodi 
of January? 

j/. Near three months. 

j^. Now with refpeft to its abfu rdity and (folly, having ieen 
two or diree delivered to different perfons, you aiked for one I 
. A. I-diA 

^ That was not precifely.ihe (ame bill that has been deK- 
-vered tcwfay ? 

A* Not the fame; notfo-large. 

^ This isafubfequentone, larger, and of another date? 

j/. It is. 

S^ That purporting to be » entertainment on the 30th df 
January — ^this purporting to be on the firft of April fucceeding ? 

A. It is* 

^ You did not form any pike for yourfelf, until after youhad 
)ieard from Mr. Yorke, that the fociety at Sheffield were prepar- 
ing pikes for themfelves ? 

Ji. I heard Mr. Yorke mention one night at thcdivifion, that 
die people at Sheffield had got pikes ? 

^. Was* it Mr. Yorke's intimation of what had pafled at 
Sheffield, that led you to apply to Mr. Hardy for a direction to 
procure pike blades from that town? 

A. No^ I went of my own accord. 

^ What induced you to go to Mr. Hardy -for adireftion to 
a perfon at Sheffield, who would forge die blades for iota^ 
pikes I 
> * X 2 4 Bfcaufb 
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J. Bccaufe I unJerftood Mr. Hardy knew who were tte 
perfons, or the fecretary of the fociety at Sheffield would know' 
who were the perions to whom I could fend 

^ If I undcrftand you rights the particular occafion Upon 
which thefe pikes were to be made, was upon the landing of 
Heffian troops without the confent of Parliament ? 
' J. Not upofi that occafion, I laid I made it juft at Ac dme 
that the Hefflan troops wet« landed without confent of Par- 
liament. 

^ Then your fnakihg pikes had not any relationt I take for 
granted, to the landing of the Heffian troops without confent oC 
Parlia^nt; . I miftpbk pu when I took it fo i 

j/» Not in confequence of their being landed. 

^ Nor at all conne£bd with that ? 

A No$ I ispij iaid I made it at that dknej 

^ Did you know that the Sheffield Society^ whidh was in 
correfpondence with your foctety, had publiihed a refolutiony 
^ that the landing of Heffian troops in this country (a ferocious 
** and unprincipled horde of butchers) without confent of Par- 
^ liament, has a fufpicious andalarming appearance y is contrary 
^ to'thefpirit of our coniHttfdon, and deferving of the marked 
" indignation of every Englifliman; that it is high time to be 
« upon our guard, fmce thefe armed monfters may in amooient 
•• be let loofe upon us V* 

A. I do not recolle£l that. * • 

' ^ P070U venture to &y that you never heard of that atthat 
time from Mr, Yorke ? 

A* Not at that time. 

^ How foon did you hear of that refolution from the Sheffield 
Society ? . ^ 

^ A*, . Not for fome time afi£r« 

. ^ Upon your oath, was yxm pike completed before you heard 
of it in your divifion meetings ? 

A. No, it was notr 
. ^ Upon your oath wiU yoi^ venture to lay you began to 
make it before that communication from Sheffield ^^ made to 
your fociety ? 

... ..^ -■ • A. Noi 
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if. No^ I had not htgan it. 

J^. Then I believe I was right in what I took down, that 
your making that pike was beoiufe Heffi^ troops were landod 
ivithout the confent of Parliament? 

A I did not make it on Aba accounti but I made it juft at 
the time. 

J^ Did you make it iboh after Yorke had communicated.thac 
die Sheffield Society had come to fpirited refolutions upon land* 
iBg ifaofe troops ? 

jf. I nerer heard him iay any thing upon that fubjed. 

^ Where did you hear it ? 
' ji. I leamt it from.a book that I purchafed at Eaton's Hipp* 

^ At Eaton's ihop in Newgate^-ftreet, d^ Cock and Swine ? 

J. Yes. 
' ^ WasEaton amember of oneof pur Societies ? 

jf, He-waSf 

^ This was to prevent any illegal difperlion of your ibciety f 

A. It was. 

^. How long had your ibciety met in General Meetings, and 
^L Secret Codnmitises without die v& of pikes, or the&brication 
of any, antecedent to ihe refdutions at Sheffield as to landing 
HeiEan troops ? 

A* I fuppofe for two years. 
' ^ Had you mpt with any interruption whatever in your 
meetings, d!xcept that which you have named of two Police Of- 
ficers, coming into the public^houfe, and ftating that they wanted 
to fee if there were any men fit to ferve his Majefty ? 

A. A divifion in Bunhill-row was often interrupted by t)ie 
Police Officers. 

^ Had you m^ with any interruption in your general xncet- 
ings, committees, or &cret Qprnmittceis, Except from peaq( 
officers? 

^ No. 

Samuel WtUiams iffwoni.) 
Examined by Mr. Boweri 

^ What ar^ you ? 
A. A gun engrayePw 
' X 3 ■ J?. Da 



J^ Do you know the prifoner at die btr^ Mr. Hifr^y? . . 
^Yc8,Ido. 

J^ Do you know a peifoti cf the name of Frankfew I 
^. I do. 
.^ mere did you firfiooeetwilliFranklovif? 

^. At his own houie. 

J^ Did yoir ctes ike hinkat the forifimer's ? 

^ No.. 

^ Were Hardy and Franklow together at any tim^ \Miei|f 
youfawthfan? 

A Never, 

^ Was Franldow amenilier of the London CondJ>dii£ng 
Societyi or the S^ety fer Conftitiftidn^ Informktioiif. 

jf. Of the London Correfponding Society. 

^. Did Franklow em apply to you to make any aims? for 
him ? • • . 

■ 4 Yes; . . ' • 

^ About what time ? - 

'. J. I caxmot be pofitive to die time* 

' ^^ Werer you st member tf ibb Loodocr. Goitdpondb^ 
gociety.! 

A Yes. 

^ Upon what occafion did you iicicomv amebifier of it ? * 

A The iirft. inducement I had of being a member of the 
London Corvefponding Society^ was by feeing aft adveitife^ 
meat in. die Daily Adverttfer from die London Correfponding 
Society, ' 

^ About what time.? 

A In the laft year j about the middle of the year* 

^ Yott became a*member, in what manner ? 
^ ^ liaw an ad]^rti£3nent in .^e. Daily Advertifer of a gefienJ 
meeting to be held in the Strand ; I faw that tickets of aA-^ 
miffion were to be had of Thomas Hardy> Secretary to tf e Cor- 
reljponding Sdcietj^ No. 9, PiccadHlyi I went to him; he in- 
formed me that it was not cuftompry to give tickets to any but 
fuch as were members of the fociety^ which I told hio^ I was 
, not; we had fomc furdier converlktion. 

^ What 



^ Whar tmA^ fi»r*ac cwvcifidiaa i 

^ It wap (m^B^ comqctmiAg sir Rsliwwi m,?aBflWBH5pt» \ 
i:aniiot relate the converiation, 

. ^ Bo yw meani^ % the f$»bjp^ of the qoqwFl^qn. jou 
Imve deicyiMi Titiw tQ ftsiDe n*at. the ybj^ ^C ifee ftxiftji 
was? 

-A Iiiwsiftr 4i5/efprm inPvfiaiaeDi, 

J^. Did Hardy tell you fo ? 

A Yes; he gave m9 om 9l ^ too** Corrpfeoptfn^ §«- 
cio^s addreSes Miibick they M iNiUilhiM]* I ffaye bm Ai order 
for a psar c£ ftoos.; the neatf tiiQe I went ta his hifu£s I had thtf 
Ihoes-t-I told him I was ]n the line of fdimi^ gms il'h^ kom 
any perfon that wanted fuch things^. I ikvoUl ^ oW^;ed to bim 
if he would reconunend me^ he told mt htf di4 OOl; know any 
perfoni if he heard of any perfon he would kt PUi ksSff^i the 
next time I went to his hoia^ he tfM me tQ bring a g^ix and 
the price, which I did, 

^ How long was that a|ter you hod firft ieeii him t 

A About a fortnight or diiee WBchs^r-I tapk a gun to him| 
which he fold. 

J^. OnyduracwcLiitoiihisi 

jt. On my account. I gave him an order for a pair of boots,. 
-whidi he oiaAeiiM^ and told me to hang two or thrre more g^ns, 
which he fold Jikewife, and one gun was in his houfet wilich wai 
never tMy '■ditch I neyer was paid Hdv. 

^ Do you kii»w a pecfon of the name of Spencei. 

ji^ I did, I (aw him once, 

^. Was he a member cf . the I.ipii4oaCofte^ndti:^ Society 

ji. I never had any conyerfition wilfa him ip my Ufe^ 

^ Wheredidhelive? 

jf^ hi hMt Tunxfliie^iibHKNrn^ 

^ Did you eyer (^ Franklqiw there } 

jLI did. 

J^ Upon what ocqafion did you go ^o Spence'shoufe ? 

jL To i nftrufi: perfons in the manijial exercife. 

j^ At whofe re qiieft did you go to Spence's houfe I 

4- Atthe.xeoueft o£ Mk^JEraakV^w. 

X 4 ^ Hoi# 
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^ J^. How mmy perfensdid you fee in Mr. Spm^e's boBfc dot 
llrere aflembled for die purpofe of leanmig the manual exerqife i 

jf. Four or five. 

J^. Do you mean to fay that you fiiw four or five at one tone, 
or that four or five were all you Aw, at all die tinies you wem 
there ? 

jf. I fuppofe tKere might be fix or feven, at all die tknes I was 
diere? 
^. In what part cfAc hoi^ did diey exercife I 

A In a room up ftairs, I believe^ a two pair of ftairs mom^ 
but I am not pofitiva whether a one or two pair of ttairs room^ 
k was a fmall triangular room. 

^ Forward or backward? 

jt. 1 believe, forward. 

^ At what time? 

jf. Between the hours of eight and ten in die evenings 

^ At ift^t time of the year? 

A Going on towards Chriftn^s. 
< ^. It was of courie dark theivi. 

yf* It was. 

j^. Did you exercife them by candle light in die room I 

, j^ Where theve any (butters to die window? or curtains^ or 
were die windows open ? 

A I believe diere were curtains, but I cannot- be pc^dve. 

J^ Was diere anybody eliebut yourfelf to .exercife diem. . 

jf. No, there was not. 

^ Did you ad then as die perfon to teach diem dieir exercifei^ 
ferjcant or corporal^ or whatever itjziight be ? 

J. I did. 

^ What night in the week was it that you uled to meet I 

A. I believe it was on a Thurfday night. 

j^ Who introduced you at firft to die London Correiponding 
Society? 

A. I told Mr. Hardy that I fhould bp gbid to become a mem^r 

ber of the London Correfp<uiding Society^ but did not know 

any perfon to introduce me, he. namedfeveral pecfons but I did 

^ ^ . . , . not 
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XUilt know either of diein» he (aid he wou]4 prcfok me, it ^mA 
upon his propdQtioii that I became a meniber of die Londpii 
Conefponding Society. 

'Lcrd Obiif Ji^iu MfiTf. How fern nfer your iirft meeting 
H9tdyj did you become a member i 

: ^^ It might be a fortnight or three yrttks^ I canoot be pofi- 
tive. • 

Jlr. Bowir. Did you know any thing of a fociety called the 
Loya} Lambeth Aflbciation I 

J. Yes, that was the aflbciation to iiriiich Aofe people be«T 
lof^ed. 

^. Did you ever go to Lambeth to exercife them f 

A. I went to Mr* Franklow's houfe* 

^ Where did he live? 

-4 At No. I, China Walk, Lambeth- 
- ^ How did you find where his houfe was? 

A. When I went to Mr. Hardy's, one night, he gav^ me Mr» 
FrankloVs card, and told me, thaffae was going to raife an AfTo-r 
dation, and wanted fome perfon to fupply them with arms. 
, ^ How foon after you h|td b^eii introduced ta Haidy was 
4at? 

jf. It might have been fix weeks or two moiiths, I cannot iaytr 

^. In confequence of thati ^4 X^u get ^ card or addrefs from 
Hardy to Frai^klow ? 

jI. I hadacard. 

^ When did you go to Franklow's houfe ? 
' A. It was two or three nights after I was at Hardy's. 
>' ^ Did you find the fame people there that you met ^t 
Spence's, or were they different ppqple I 

A. DifTerent people. 

^ What did you do when you went to Fraoklofw's, as to the 
geople you met there ? - 

A. They were thSh reading over the articles* 

^ What articles? • 
. ' a: The articles of the Laihbcdj^ AflTdtciation. - 
-. ^ Do you happen ts> khotw whe^ei: the, Lynbeth . AfToci^- 
iaxxi was compofed of inhabitants of Lambeth i 

/No; 



/ Hoj it i»«i fiotv ' ; ? 

^ ^ What vpiisilM namo tb^ gave themfehnSii 

y/. The Loyal Lambeth Affociation. 
. j^ It \ra9 h(^ cotlfiporcNi^ol mbatit^^ 

j/. Not entirely. 

^ Wh»lvere'iBhabit!iiits of t«aflibtflh,^hjt ]«>u biewiof (ba^ 
fflbciation — Franklow livt4 there I 

A Yes. ... 

^ Who elfe do you know of that oSjoaadioi^^ dat «t» pa^^ 
riffiiemi^rs,. or infaabitaatt of Lambeth^K 

A I cannot fay' I know any^ I did not know where the jmufki 
|ived. 

^ How often might yw amnd at Frsmkktw^t |nr the pax*. 
pofe of difciplining. thefe men ? 

A Mr. Franklow himfelf ^ipUsied tbatiatbis.e«mho!ufe, 

j^. Did you ha^peif to knoWy by: any meajs^ inm many Aere 
««re of Lambetii pc^fe) tlia^ ^Mie iti Ms. LwAsdi Aflacia*i 

j/. I ^ iM kfipw^ 

whether they had applied to any magiftrate^ or had applied fiar 
any authoriey to hcti tlu^ Loyal Ldftftbedi Aflkxaariw i 
' A Theyhadnot^ tom]^fej|cM^e4ge. 

^ How many muflcets did you yourfelf fappljr for die «fe of 
this affociation ? 

A Eleven. 

^ By whofe diife<^io^ d^ yoo hppif thofe eli»ien muflcets ? 

A Mr. Franklow's. 

.^. Who paid yo.u for them i 

jf. Mr. Franklow. • 

^ For an of tkemi 

A I^or all but one. 

^ \Vhat were Ae arms, gi«iS Of what ^ 

j^. Mufkets. 

^ Had you any orders <u inttmsitioa given to. you, whedier. 
pr no any most arms Woidd be warned' &ur the u&of that ifio- 
elation ? - ' ^ 

• ^- \d. There 



A Thsee were to; towe bcfen fixty.. "^ 

^ Do you know for what purpofe that Lambeth Aift(kiad^ 
"^iras formed ? . ^ 

A According to the articles^ it was in cafe . 

j^. Look at thefe> arid teil ttk whbther thofe are the art^de^ 
^f their aflbciation ? 

J. Thofe welpe Ae articles. ' 

Qns of the Jury. Were thcfe fuzee's ? 

jf. They were all mulkets. 

Jifr» Bw/er, WeJ-e there any bajronets ? 

ji. Muikets, with fteel ramnoiarsy and bayonets CDni{detCr- 



{The Preamble to the Articles read,) 
^ Rufes^ Articles and Regulations \ to be ohferved by the Xbnfi, 
** bers of the Loyal Lambeth Affbeiation. LoTidon : Prirttfi 
« for the Sdeiety^ 1792. 
^ Wbereafs the feaif of inva£on, ahd dvil commotioffis^ Invft 
^^ alarmed feveral of the inhabitants c^ thk parUh and iti 
^ vicinity^ we have thought proper io fatm ourielvef intb a 
^ mSitary ^Skitva^^ni to be diftinguiflied by the nshnfe of ^i 
« Leyal Lambeth Affhcietipn^ united for the Tifcfencc of the?f 
^ country, lives and Jtojierty j and againft al fubvefters^ aji8 
. ** feyelkrs pi peace and good order 5 ever iready to ftep foi'- 
^ ward ift iht above cafe -when called 14900, witftin the pariiH 
^ of St. Mary's, Lambeth." 



Mr. Sdwer. Wh^re did you fay Spence's hbufe wa* f 

A. In Litde Turnftile, Holbtwai. 

.^ That v^as the place where tbefe aiSiciatione^ of the parlfh 
of Lambeth, mfet. ' 

A- Part of them; and part of them ihet at John ShelHSfeVdin^^s. 

^ Where is John Shelmerdine's ? 

A. Near the Borough, in Southwark. 

^. Do you happen to know whedier there Was a fingle per- 
fon, that was difcipKfted, either at Fraddow's or S"^ence's5 Who 
Was not a member of iht London Conefpoiidiiig Society ? 

A I really cannot infortn your . • 

^ We 
i-e 
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^ Were all that you knew members of that fotiety f 
/ ^jf* I iicver made that enquiry, 
Mr. Erjkine. We wifli to have the articles read. 



c ' ?« RuUs^ Articles^ Wc. ' 

" Art. L This Aflbciation fliall confift of one Captain, one 
«* Lieutenant, one Enfign, a Serjeant-Major, thfee Serjeants, 
•* three Corporals, Sixty Rank and File, twp Drummers and 
*• Fifers. 

*' Art. II. Everj^ perfon propofed and recommended, fllall . 
** be named a week previous to his introduSion, and well known 
*^ by the member who recommends him. 

*' Art. IIL Every member fhall pay weekly into the hands 
^ of the Treafurer (chofcn out of tic Aflbciation) Ae fum* of 
^ One Shilling and Sixpence, for purchafing Arms, and Accou- 
** trements, as likewife towards defraying the incidental expences 
^ of t^iis Aflbciation, the fubfcrjptions to be leflened when the' 
^ abo«e Articles are purchafed, 

. <^ Art. IV, Th0 Officers arc all eledive* quarterly, as like- 
^* wife % Committee of feven. members, the Committee to re- 
**,gulate the internal affairs of the AflbciaticH); the Seijeant- 
I* Major . and Treafurer are not e}eiy ve quarterly, biit hold 
^ their office during pleafure of the members of this AAociatlon, 
f* and at all tim^s .while.w office, arc, members of the Conunit- 
" tee, over and above tho feven members hall(>tted «ut of the 
« AlTociation. 

" AAt. V, A$ the protedion of public and private ipto- 
*< perty is the objed of this Aflbciation, we hereby engage toi 
^ ftep forth |n cafe of fire, tumults, comi^otions, and riots, but 
^ not beyond the Parifli of St. Mary^s, I^ambedi. 

« Art. VI, Tfje uniforms of this Aflbciation, is a bhie 
" coat lappelled, fcarlet collar, plain gilt buttons, white ^fl- 
*' coat, nankeen breeches, white ftockings, half-black gaters, 
" black ftock, cocked hat and cockade. 

« Art. VII, As the further objeft of this Aflbciation, is the 
** encouragement of its members in their different callings,' it 
« is therefore refolvet!, that fuch articles as are ufed by this Af- 

" fociatiom 
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^ fociadoii, to be kad of itsi members) and vfhcti twa or xxiofe 
** members are of one profeffion to be equally divided. * 

** Art. VIII; That fwords, cppulcts, ftflies, and (Vord-t. 
^ knots ; be purchafed out pf the (lock of the Aflbciation, for 
" the ufe of officers; ... 

** Art. IX. That this AfToiciation have four Quarterly 
" Meetings, viz. the firft Monday after Ae four regular quar- 
*^ ters; when the Officers and Committee^ are to be chofen: 
^ Audit the Treafurer's accounts, and other neceilary bufineff. 

^' Art. X. As no Armourer is to be appointed to this 
^ Aflbciation, every member ihall keep his own Piece^ smd 
** Accoutrements dean. . . 

** Art. XI. That the place of Meeting be in or near thlr 
^ Town of Lambeth, in as commodious a place as can be 
** procured, 

^ Art. XII. That every member clear the book, once a 
^ month, on negle£l to fine one Shilling, all fines whatever to 
^ be added to the joint ftoek of this Aflbciation. 

** XIII. That Mr. Franckhw is appointed Serjeant-Major 
*' of this Aflbciation, as likewife Treafurer and Secretary, 
^ whofe duty is to infl:rudl the members in the ufe of Arms, 
♦^ and military difcipline, for which two-pence a week be paid 
^ him from each member (out of the fubfcription) while learn- 
^ ing,jto attend twice a week, Wednefday and Fridiy Evenings 
** from feven to ten o'clock. As Treafurer he is to receive, all 
** fubfcriptions, and account with the Committee every fort;- 
^ night, in order that they may ifliie fuch pa]rments for Articles 
•* received in this Aflbciation; as Secretary, to keep the Muflier* 
^ Roll and Book of tiiis f^SocvaXion. 

^ The above Articles, ^c. were agreeHto^ and J!gned~hy 
" the following Mefnbers : i 

^ JOHN PHIUP FRANCKLOW. 
'' JOHN SHELMERDINE. 
« JOHN WILLIAMSON. / 

^ JAMES DAVISON, . . 
<« SAMUEL WILLIAMS. . . 

^ Nov. JSth, J793-" *. 

Mr. 
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\ Mr. Smmr. 'Thh Aflbciadoii tms 4br €id pnrpdle of ifcepi 
ping forth in oifc t£ fice^ tmmdts, ixymi B Otions, and riots; but 
thcjr vreie not to go be3kmd the paridi o^ St. Mary's, Lambethl 
i ailciod pa, bc&ne, whether any of- Aofe ineftri>ers, except Frank- 
low that pu knew, were inhabitants xrf the {)arifii of tambeth— 
fQaiaid not;? 

j/. Nocto.m^deaiowledge. 
. 1^ Did yon know any of 4hem f 

^. I knew tbatibme of thM]^ were -not. 

:^ :Hqw came Spcrice's hotife, in Tfa-nilBe, IrtncclnVlhn^ 
JFit^l4s» to jbe a jplace fixed upon for exercifmg the members of 
the Lopl Lambeth Affociation, who wei?etH3t to go beyond the 
ibounds of their own parilh )? 

J. I can tiell ino otberwife, ody, ^haFt ^ey <duld tiot get 
any place elfe. It was thought proper, by Franklow, and fome 
x>thers, that as they CDuld not get members faft enough^ diat 
the Aflbcistion ikould be divided into ten divifions ; One divi^Qn 
to be up at Spence's-r-another. Mt John Shelmendine's — ^another 
•in V/eftmirifter, at Wiliiamfon's 5 where the othere were to be 
^ <b not kndw. 

^. Had you, at the time that you were fupplytng arms to 
this ibclety, any converfations with them upon the fubjed of 
Parliamentary Refomi ; Or did you hear any converiation amon^ 
diem reipeffcing that^ 

. jf^ Yes 5 there was converfation of that kind pa;fled between 
^m, more times than once, at the times of their meetings. 

i^ W:hat:was the fubjeft of thofe converfations, or did thofe 
convierfatioiiLS rafpeS; at all the end of their AlTociadon i 

J, I cannot tell ; I never minuted ..any thing down;. 
, ' ^ Can y*)U tell the fubftanoe of any converfation they had 
upon the fubjeft of Parliamentary Reform ? 

jf. I can go ly). fui:ther than this, that I couW coiled fo for as 
this, that if they could not get a Reform of Parliament without 
it, they would endeavour to have got it by theforce ^f arms. 

i^ I afk you from the converfation ©f the manfeer^ of that 
iflbciation that met 

Mri Gibbs* I obje<Sl to this-^I underftand the JC?ourt has 'de- 
. * . termined 



tafiiune^ ^t any tiling that 4igr^in««;ibert(^4fc.Cprre^n4in^ 
Society (ajrs, is evidence againft Mr. Hardy ; b^ut I do ^ot ap- 
prehend dial the court has determined ^tfaat«v£cy*thir^ faid by 
the members of the Lambeth Aflbciation, whom the witnefe 
does not know to be meo^bers of Ae <]lorceiponding Society is 
evjidenccjscsoiii^UQntly the queftion put, of what this tnan has 
heard from any member ^f the Lambeth AiTodation, anlei$ he 
can fix that he heard it from fome of thofe that compofe the 
X^^txefpmH^g jSociety, is aot e\ddence* 

Alr^ Bower* I underftood you, that Hardy gave you thfi 
addrefs of Franklow ? 

jit Yesj hfi gave ^ne^iscaid. 

i^ In coo&queaae. of which you weot to .Fxaakiow's, ami 
•ithece m6t-lhi6^4bck^ } 

Mr. Bewer* I conceive when I prove that a number perfons 
•^aflbfidbte together, onder th& dijre£tions of the prifoner, that I can 
<^i ve evideo^ rof -^ir converfation i 

Lord Chief Jujiici Eyre. The moment you have proved one 

• of the terms of your propoCtion you are right; at the moment 
, it is iHToved lihat 'this ailbciatipn of Fr^klov/'s was under the 
: direction of the fpr\iati&[y undoubtedly every thing ^ey do will 
-be evidence agaioiA 4ie prifoner ; but I do not obierve that the 
< evidence ' g««s 'farti^r than this — in the courfe o^f^trade Wil-" 
t\mr^ buying &oe$ and boots of Hardy, Hardy xecommends 

him to-Ffanlftlowtin the- way of his bufinefs, and there is no^ 
thing that I can rdifc-over, at prefent, -to conned Frankbw's 
tran&iSion^'wIth r^^gard to this aflbciation, with Hardy, except 
k far, as the itf^mbors ^f it, can be traced to be members pf 

• the. London Correfp^nding Society: y^ujiave examined with r a 
view to-tbal:, wd'jt (ip^ared to me that ^that ejifamination rather 

' lailed, fer hib did not underuke to know that any of thofe people 
were meml^rs of diat'fociety* ^ 

Mr ^ Mower ^' I will fee if I can get the.fai9:s,a little more 

• diftiiit<flly--'wvi6 Fra^ow- • a .aiember of ^the Loiidon .Corxef-* 
ponding Society ? 

A Jle was. 



^ bid you inow Slidmerdiiie ? T ^ 

J. Yes. 

J^. Was he a nwimber ? 

A He was. 

^ Do you know Jdhn Williamfon ? 

j^. Yes ; but I caiinot fey whether he was a meiid>er or nob - 

1^. Do you know James Davifon f 

A. I never faw him but <»nce; 

^. Do you know whether he was a member ttf the Corrct 
p6nding Society? 

A. I cannot take upon me to (ay. ^ 

Lord Chief Juftia Eyre, Franklo1«r was a member of the 
London Correfpondtng Society-^-^s Aflbciation undoubtedly 
was formed by him — it is his creature abfoIuteIy;.anddieFefoite 
that is the ground on which the tranfadion of that aiE)ciatioa 
tauft be let in. 

Mr. Solkttor General. It has already been proved that tt 
the dinner, on the 20th of January, Franklow appeared in the 
regimentals of this aflbciation. 

Mr. Gibbs. He did fo ; but I do ndt apprehend that if any 
gentleman who wears a particular uniform had appeared up 
flairs at dinner with yoUr lordfliips td-day, thdt yoUr lordfhips 
would be affefted by any thing which a ifiember of die fociety, 
to Whfch that gentleman belonged had (aid. I might put the 
cafe of fome gentlemen who did dine with your lordfhips^ who 
are engaged in focieties that wear uniforms! fuppo(e one of 
thofe gentlemen had happened to dine with your Idrdifhips Up 
ftairs in that Uniform, by the argument the Solicitor General 
lifes, becaufe he appeared in his . uniferm, at dinner with yoiir 
lordfhips, therfofe, what any one faid who bdonged to the 
fociety, diftinguiflhed by that uniform, \irould be evidence agaii^ 
all thofe who had 'dined v/ith that gentleman* It feems to me 
that is an argument which cannot ftand for a moment. 

Another way in which it has been put by my learned friend, 

Mr. Bower, is this—That becaufe Mr. Franklow being a 

member of itvt London Correfponding Society, prefided at 

pother fociety, for a piu-pofe that is not conne^d widv the 

* ^ Londoi^ 



^e evidence againft Hsurdy, beca^fe h^i»qpt9 ^f ^pfe thouiTanplB 
of whom the Lcindoa Cprrefpc(H4in§ Society coofiftsi andnext* 
if he cQnftitutie3 ^inothf r fociety con^iilMig pf ^n ^lK>^i^4 i9^» 
every thing, that every one of thofe ten thoufand men, who ai"^ 
-i^ftitu^e^ l?y o^ man that belpng^ ta the two or thre^ ti)9u(and 
of which the l^ondon Correfpoii^ng Soc^efy confifts, i^ to h^ 
evidence s^n(l Mr. Hardy — \t 4pes notf ffcuB to me that ^tsp 
is amy. principle of law upon which fiiny pf thpfe men wbfx 1^^^ 
pened |o belong to a (bcipty, inftituted by Fra,nk:lowt k^ ^perir 
ing- to be a iQen:\ber of th(f fo9i?iby, ojf which {Jajrdy w» a 
member, that the declaration^ of ^y ot\e of thp^e i^en fe fubr 
^onne£ied with fhe fociety, no, not eyen upon oath, can be evir 
dence againft IJardy, to prove either that he hs^s con^aiTed the 
King's death, or done any of the a£l& ftated in this indi<5fanent, 
or that thofe a£b were pointed to that defign againft the King'« 
Iife« Perhaps^ I am lefs diftiiv^ in arguing the cafe, b^ore your 
lordfliip, becaufe, I confefs, I do not fe^l any ]^inciple Upon 
which this cax) be contended to be evidence. 

Mr. Bowir. I will prove that none were to \^ admitted into 
Fr^low's Afibciation, but meitibers of the liondon Cprrefr- 
pon(iing Society. 

Lord Chief Jufiice Eyr^. Whether th^ principle will apuly 
to the particular fa<^ is another thing \ but it h^ been fo oitim 
fiatedji that \ am furprized we have npt h^ the good fortune 
to msd^e ourfelves underftopd by the bar, bepaufc we h^v^ ftated 
from tl^e j^eginr\ing of this? t^ial, th^t there was ^ fpepies of evi^ 
dence^ which was ad^iiflible \n this cafe, which b94 no inimce 
djate rdatipn to the prifoiw ; Wid th^t there vras ikOAtljjr fpccies 
pf eyjd^pqe which had immediate relation to <he prifoner-r^d^ 
inafmifch^ |;he prifoi^er is charged with being invcHirfid in a 
^^B^^y^ and foipie evidence bping giv^n pf hi* tidying becfi 
lb inyolv.e^a that all the tranl^^lions of that confpiracy, to which 
^.[s fl§): ipi^^^tply a party,' he will be bonnd by, if, upon d)p 
whole, he has confentpd tP that general ponfpjrgcy; aqd that, 
^ejpef9re| ^l |Ji^ %x^i^^cva^ pf ^ plpt ^re al^yays giveii in 
evidence, vfff^(regar4 to ^^e queftipo^ wb^^r the prii^afir 
. yoL. IL " y is 
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•I§ proved to be toncem^ in thofe particular tran(aaions— 
always with this rcfcrve, that there muft be evidence enough 
again* the prifoner to prove him to involved in the plot, as to 
become refponfible for all the parts of it-^that feems fufficiently 
diftina. 

But there may be a doubt whether diis particular cafe hlh 
within the principle. The firft queftion is— whether there k 
any evidence here of Franklow's being a nneinber of the LondoOr 
Correfponding Society; if the only proof of that is, that he 
dined in an Uniform at their annual dinner^ I ihould have great 
<lifficulty about that, becaufe^ I underftand, that they were in 
the habit of receiving vifitors as well as entertaining their own 
members— that being fo^ a man might be there without being 
-a member of the London Correfponding Society. 

Suppofmg it once proved diftin£tly that he was a member 
of the London Cbrrefponding Society, then the queftion will be, 
il^ras he a member of the Correfponding Society, who is diarged 
with having a great (hare in the \riiole of this tranfa£tion — is 
found to be aflfociating peribhs together under a pretence not 
true in &^^ of their being inhabitants of Lambeth, and afibcl-^ 
ating for the defence of the inhabitants of Lambeth ; that they 
are furnifiied with arms, are learning the manual exercife^ and 
are conncded with the fociety, either by Franklow's being, or 
being themielves members of the Correfponding Society. I 
cannot undertake to fay, diat that will not conne£l witb die 
general hiftory of this tranfa£tion; and, therefore, there maf be 
room upon that ground to admit the evidence ; but firft of aU, 
how is the feft with regard to Franklow being a member I 

Mr. Gibbs. I could imderftand how Franklow's dechiations 
were evidence, but the point that puzzled me was, I could not 
underftand how the declarations of thofe men who were only 
concerned with Franklow in his aflbciation, could be evidence^ 
becaufe it feems to me upon the fame principle that the dedar 
rations of people fub-employed by them, and of others fub- 
employed by them, and fo on, would be evidence. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Unlcfs they can be put exa^y 
in die condition of Franklow, your obje6tion is^i^t. 

5 Air. 
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Mr. Attorney General Was Franklow a member of the 
Gorrefpdnding Society f 

A, He was. 

Mr Bower. Whether, previous id your admiffion into that 
fociety, you had any converfation with the prifoner about the 
London Come^onding Society, about providing arms for the 
LambeA Affociation? 
- A I cannot recoHeft. - 

" <% Were ytnx admitted a member of th& London Cofref- 
ponding Society, before you were employed by the Lambeth^ 
Aflbdation ? 

^. Yes. 

J^ How happened yolk to be admitted a member of the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society ? • 

A. Mr. Hardy told me to meet a young man who would go 
with me to the diyifion, and I ihould be admitted, and I was 
by that means admitted. 

^ Before you were admitted to the Lambeth AlTociation, 
Were you aiked at all whether you were a member of the London 
Correfponding Society f 

A, I do not recoiled that I was. 

J^ Did Franklow know that you was ? 

At I have no reafon to think he did not \ I believe he did. 

^ Hardy did know it ? 

A. Yes. 

^ From the converfation of the members there aflbciated— 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyrei Enquire what the converfation was, 
becaufe whether he rigJitly ccdledls the effe£l of it or not, cannot 
be known with certainty. 

- , "^Mr^ Bkwer^ Tell us the /iibAance of any converfation you 
^ve heard amongft the members of this fociety refpedUng the 
purpofes'of this affociation for a Parliamentary Reform ? 

Mr. Gibbs. It feems to me that it is not open to Mr. Bower 
to fix the prifoner with what the witnefs may fancy he has col-- 
lefted from converfations that he has heard at this fociety, without 
mentioning who thofe perfons were from whom he heard it^ for 
how am I to Contradi<St iu 

Y % Mr. 
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, 'Mr, Bow^r., li yott <ver bea^rd a|iy oonver%ions of Ae Iisi4 
do you recollect any of the members of the ibciety who wae, 
preient ? 

. Lord GhUfJuJiice Eyre. You. iaii) you underftood from con* 
Vcrlation amongft them, what they intended to^ do. Now ^iat 
iBfere thckfe converfationSy vd, from wkopa. di4 jou hear tbpfe^ 
converfations ? 

J. I really cannot name the perfons ; I mali^ei i^ doubt but 
'wbat Mr.Noddor and* Mr. Saaderipii^ themfetve& might \t pt* 
ipnt, they were members of .the fame afibcia^on» 

Mr. Bower. Did you hear any thing from FranUow about x 
Parliamentary Reform ? 

4* I cannot faryl recoUet^ aay thing tbs^ he iaid p^e«brly ; 
he was prefent when fuch conversation pafled* 

Frederick Polydore Nodder (iworn^) 
Examined by Mr. Bower, 
SI2 Were you a member of the Loyal Lambeth Affociatioa? « 
'• ^. No'. . ' ' ' 

^. Were you ever prefent with them ? 
A. No. 

^ Were you ever at Spence's in Turnftiler 
J, I was. 

^ Were you ever there when any of the LoyaJ Lambetft: 
Aflbciation were there ? 

J* I cannot tell, for I do not know any thing of any perfons of 
that defcription. 

George Sanderfon (fworn*) 
Examinined by Mr. Bower. 
^ Were you ever prefent at any meeting of the Loyal Lam- 
beth Aflbciation ? 

J. None of that defcription as I know of. 
Mr. Bower to WtUiams. Did you ever hear any converfatioa 
in the prefence of Franklow, from the perfons >^ho were preftflt 
there at that affociat4on ? 

J. Yes; I have faid fo already. 

j^ You have iA the prefence of Franklow^ though you do not 
know the perfons ? 

4 ^ J. Yes 
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Mr. B&voer. I fubmit Aat is fiifficicnt to let in the evidence. 

Mr. Jitftice Graft. But let us hear Ae converration, Mt. 
Bower, itot what he coBefted. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. AU that can tScdi Franklow by die 
general evidence, muft be admiiSMe. 

Mr^ Brfkine^ The Court has nilecl frequently Jn thec6urfc 
of die trial ; and it would be indecent in us to argue it again-^ 
that any thing laid or done by any member of the London Cor- 
Tefponding Society, or any members of any other fociety with 
>ivfaich diat fociety is implicated, will be evidence to prove die 
'firft branch of the confpiracy, and that they muft go on to build 
upon that evidence^ that which is neceflary afterwards to zStSt 
the prifoner. Therefore I fubmit to yoiir L<>rd(hips what I take 
to be the diftinftion here — Mr. Bower was going on to prove 
that al! the members of the Lambeth Aflbciation were membet-s 
of the Correfpondittg Society, whkh would put an end t6 bdr 
objeflion; or fuppofing they were not all members, if the wit- 
nefs had feid that what was done came from a number of the 
Corre^jfonding Society, then I Apprehend it wiU be evidence alfo; 
but your Lordfhip has truly laid, that Mr* Hardy does not feem 
to be more conneSed with Williams, the Serjeant Major of this 
particular body, than merely in the courfe of trade he aflced him 
if he knew any body that wanted guns, he faid he did not^ this 
man made Ihoes for him ; in the courfe of a fortnight or three 
weeks after he recommended him to Franklow, but mn cmjiat 
that at the time he recommended hihi to Franklow, he knew the 
articles of his aflbciation, he only knew Franklow in his cha- 
raSter of a member of the London Correlponding Society; 
Aetefore I ^conceive it would .be going beyond the rule your 
Lordfhip has eftablifhed, for ^ man to ftate what he heard in ihe 
prefence of Franklow, who might be attending to fomething 
elfe, t)r who might not approve of what was (aid, and which 
might have nothing to do with his inftitution; it would be too 
much to affeft the prifoner, particularly at fo late a period of the 
caufe, (though I do ilot mean to fay that would make any fpc* 
^ific differisiicc) .-^lirith a dedaratiin fo very imxjnfifte'nt Vith 
« Y 3 what 
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what your Lordfhip has already heard upon thisfubjeft; ittbere- 
fore fbems to me an obje£l of greater fufpicron, ^d more our 
duty to guard againft. The witnefs has {aid he cam^ot fpecify 
who the perfon was, and if they were not all members of the Lon- 
don Correiponding Society, mn confiat^ that the man was a 
member of the London Correfponding Society. 

Lord Qjief Jujiice Eyre^ Nothing turns upon the qucftion, 
whether Hardy did or not re<;ommend Williams to Franldovfy 
the ground of its admiilibility is fin^ply, that Franklow was a 
member pf the London Correfponding Society — ^then as a groimd 
of the general confpiracy, it is offered to prove that HranklQW 
had formed an ailbciadot) of armed men, to which aflbciatic^ 
they will impute a defign goni^fted \^ith this allege^ confpiracy ; 
whatever, therefore, will fix Franklow with that, hats beei> coi^- 
iidered as proper evidence to that general ^harge ; and the on\y 
queftion, therefore is, whether laying, for a moment, the pr^- 
foner out of the cafe, fi^>po(ing Franklow hiuifelf at the bar-r- 
whether if he makes an aifociation of perfons of this defcription,| 
and, if there are converfations pafiing in his prefence, from 
whence a bad d^fign can be imputed to this ailbciation, i^e- 
ther that is not admiflible evidence as againfl him; what the 
efFeft of the evidence will be, it is truly obferved, will depend 
upon a thoufand circumftances ; whether he was attending^ whe- 
ther, if he was attending, he approved or diiaproyed of it ? all 
which may avoid the tStOt of the evidence ; ftill it feems to me 
that ^ againft Franklow, and to fix upon him the haying been 
guilty of forming this aifociation for a had purpofe, the tranf- 
a£tions that pafs in his. hearing are plearjy evidence, 

Mr. Bower to JViUiaf^s^ You told me Mr. Sanderfon and 
Mr. Nodder were prefent at a converfation that I fliould have 
afked you to, if I had been admitted ; were they prefent at Spence's^ 
Franklow's, or Shelmerdine's ? 

A. I have only feei) them ^t She^merdine's and Spence's. 

Frederick Poly dor e Nodder (called in again,) 

Examined by Mr. Bower, 

^. You are a member of tl^ IrOndon CorreQ>on4ifig Society I 

J. I am^ 
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' A I ani. 

^ Were you prcfent at either Spcnce's or Shelmerdine'8>; 
and at which, at the titne the laft witnefs, Williami, was there, 
and when perfons were aflieaibled for the purpofe of being 
drilird ? 

J. To my knowledge I never faw Williams but at Spence's. 

^ You hare been with Willianis at Spence's, when the 
perfons were aflinnbled that he wbs drilling. and teaching the 
manual exercife? 

J. I have. 

^ When you were there, did you from any perfons there, 
Jicar any converfation - i 

Lord Chiefjuftice Eyre. Did you fay you was a member of 
die London Cprreiponding Society? 

A. Yes J I am a member of the 13th divifion; here is my 
ticket (pr^ucingit) 

Mr. Bower. Do you know whether the perfons who were 
there, were members of the London Correfponding Society or 
^ot? 

A I pannot by whedier all were ; fome of them were* 
{The Ticket read.) 

** No. 35, London Correfponding Society, united for a Re- 
^ form of Parliamentary Repr£fentation»<-Unite, perfevere, and be 
•• free — ^Divifion No. 13." On the back—" Frederick Noddcr^ 
^ paid to Midfummer tenpence^ Samuel Cooper, 1794*'' 

Mr* Bower. I eannot carry this further, and dierefore I muft 
leave it to the fenfe of the Court. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. I underftaol the Court to have 
decided that you may enquire into converiattons in die pref^Kiff 
of Franklow. 

Mr. Erjkine. To what was fiud, but not what he cdle£led« 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Not what he colle£ted. - 

Mr. Bower to Williams. Tell me any conver£uion you recol'* 
\££k when Franklow w^ prefent refpe£Ung die London Corre** 
fponding Society? 

A I caiinot recoUe^tbe converlations. 

y* ^. Can 



^ Can you recoiled any part of tfaem; how did you koU 
UStiti 

A. By being with diem at various times, and hearing dif* 
ferent talk; there .wer6 fome among them which I did not take 
any notice of, or give myfelf any concern about. 

^. When they met at aH, was the fubjeft of Pariiementary 
Reform tntr4|duced at all as a topic of converiation \ 

i/. Nb) <inly fame would be talking one to the other* 

j^. You mean it was not general converiation, not as a debate^ 
or any thing of that kind ? 

jA Na 

^. But they were talking to each other ? 
: j/. Yes; 

^ Were they talking fo diat Franklow heard diem? 

Jt. Private perfons might talk about it. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. We ought to be always very corre^ 
when colleding what people faid. I think you had better not 
prefs It. 

Mr. Bower. You heard from Franklow that they were tft 
confift of :fixty i ' 

A. Yes, 
- ^. Did yoii hear from Franklow whether they i^^^e to h^ve 
^y more,^ or that was to be d)e utmoft quantity Aey were ta 
teive? 

4* That t«i«is to be the ntimben ' .♦ 

•<|^ Ifed you any directions from Franklow (mt Hatdy vp6nthe 
fubjeftof arms, or of any other kind ? ... 

' An \ wJas one nigHt in Mr. Hardy's fhop^ afcnd the#e Was a 
pefffon ihert? afked m& how long I thought I iijtHild be to ga a 
thouiand. 

ig. Was Mr. Hardy prdfent ? 

A. He was ipreibnt; jt was a ftranger; be afhed ho^> ldi% I 
thought i fliould be >geftiiig a thoufand guns; i told hiA \ 
ctaiU^not'diihlc.bf igettfn^ fo many in Itfe fituation^^iait { 
was in. 

J^. What faid Hardy 'tQ^T . - - 

r Jft Udo not know that he mfctdfe any reply,, 

^. W» 
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' ^ Wad any Aing more faid ? 

J, They faid they might get a thoufand from Sheffield i I laiif 
fech a Aing might be, but I couW not undertake arty thing of 
Ihe kinds there, sts iar aft I recoiled, the converfiuion eflded. 

Gsor^e Sandirjiny 
Examined by Jin Lam. 

^ Where do you live ? 

-/f. In Butcher-row, Temple-bar. 

^ You keep a puWic-houfe there, Ae Buiic}i of Grapes^- 

^« A es« 

J^. Have you ever been at Spence's wiA Noddcr, 

Jn» Yes* 

^ How long ago is it fince you firft went to Shelmcrfine\ 
if ever you was there ? 

^. I mufl: refer to th^ notes I have, the me mo randum X 
made. (Refers to his memorandum,) It was the 2d of ApriL 

^ What was the ocbafion of your going there i 

A. It was to decide a bet. 

J^. Did you fee any fire arms there ? 

A. I did. 

J^, Who did Aey beldng to ? 

A. They belonged to Ae armed fociety. 

^. Where were Aey f 
^ A. At Shelmercline's in the Borough, 

^ What is Shelitterdine ? 
V A. A hafter, 

i^ On what day was Ais ? 

A. The fecond of April in Ae evening. 

^. Do you know of how many per£:ifls Ais armed fociety 
confifted ? 

Lord Chiif yuJUce Eyre* How many ftand of arms did yoxM 
find there? 

A. I did «dt take pardctflar notJoe, Aere mi^t be feveli or 
^ight ftand of arms there. 

•^ Of howmany pedbn^ did th?s armed fociety COnfift> 

^. i fuppofe. of twenty-four or twenty-five members, 
w • ^ ^. WheAer 
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j^. Whether all the perfons of die aflbciation were members 
•f the Lonfion Correfponding Society ? 

A, I fuppofe they were, bccaufe they objefted to my being of 
the armed aiTociation becaufe I was not a member of the London 
Correfponding Society. I was made a member of the armed 
fociety upon a promife that I would become a member of the 
London Correfponding Society. 

^ Did you afterwards beconur fo ? 

A. I did. 

^ How many perfons have you feen at any one time togedier 
at this armed fociety ? 

A. I think when I firft met them at Shelmerdine's there might 
be twenty-four or twenty-five ; they did not all meet ajt SheU 
merdine's ; we adjouri>ed to another place \ it was fuppofed to be 
dangerous to meet at Shelmerdine's ; the adjournment had beeq 
screed upon before I came th^e \ the greater part of the ajrim 
had been removed* 

^. Who ha|d you to tejch you the military exercife there ? 

A. We did not exercife there. 

^ Or at the place to which you adjourned ? . 

vf. We did not exercife there, we only adjourned there for tbe 
purpofe of fixing upon a proper place to exercife in. 

^. What was the hpufe to which they did adjourn ? 

A, The houfe was in Worcefter-ftreet. 

^. Was the name of die perfon Day \ 

A. The lame-^we went up ftairs, they mentpued then that the 
private committee of thp arme^ fociety had fixed upon ano^er 
place for exercifing, 

^ Where did that private committee fij ? 
. A. They fat with jhe re|l, 

^. At Day's? 

^« Yes. 

^ What were thofe places where you were to affemble ? 
, A. One was at Spcnce's, the other was in Weftminftcr, juft 
by Tothil-fields Bridewell, at a hlackfmith's (hcd. 

^. Did jQu aflen^ble wi^h others s^ any time at cither of thofe 
jplapes ? 

>.' Ye$i 
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>4* Yes; I pretty conftantly attended them J 1 wej^. to 
Spetice's iirft j we met once or twice a week. 
• J^ For what number of weeks did you meet ? 

A* I called feveral times when there were none there; it wi^ 
riie 14th of November, I think, I fir ft of all wentj-^noj it was 
'oa the I ith (^ April, the firft time I i^ent to Spence's to cxercife \ 
I continued to go occafionally to Spence's till May the ift. 

^ From the i ith of April till May, you continued to go to 
'^pence's, and this ihed in Weftn^infter, for the purpofes of 
exercifmg \ 

A. I did. 

^ Who was the perfon that generally taught you ? 

A. Formerly Williams; and Orr, from the iitb of April riU 
May ; on the firft of May I took away my gurt« 

^ What was the greateft number of perfons you met, ^ 
. either of thofe places, during the period you have mentioned ? 

A, I do not think we ever met above fix. 

^ And you was there taught die military exercife ? 

4. Yes, 

J^. What was Orr ? 

A* I believe a Taylor ; I have heard fo. 

i^ Had he ferved abroad ? 

4' He mentioned frequently in converfation, that he had 
^rved againft the Allied Armies, 

^ Was he a member ? 

A. He was a member of the Correfponding Society; he had 
^rved in the French army, from his own account. 

i^. You were not at firft admitted, but you became afterwards 
^ member of tl)e Correfponding Society ? 

A. I did. * 

^. What was the reafoq that you did not go afterwards to 
exercife at SheImerdii)C3 ? 

A. He was a Hatter, and frequently changed his men ; and 
Jbme of them, they obfervcd, might nqt; l?e ftf^unch to the caufe, 
^d therefore it might be hazafdqus, 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre^ Hazardous to the caufe; to what 
\l ' " 

A^ 
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' A If I mlg^t Judg^ from the tonverfitfion, it^wafe !o obtttn ;| 
Parliamentary Reform, at the point of the bayonet 

Lori Chief ytfftiee E^rt. When you fay, the catrfe, do you 
IMati the caufe they were engaged in ? 

•M^ Yes* 

lard Chitf Jujtici Ejrt. You 'were in an aflbciation, and 
bad articles of an aflbciation \ '- ■ 

A^ \ net«r (aw them^ 
: L^d Chiefjwftke Eyre. Wereftot the artfcles wSed tipbn? 

^. Part of them were ; tfiat we were to pay fo much upon ad- 
mif&on ; one half of which was to buy arms, the other to defray 
|he inddeiitrf estpehcis of tfiis fcciety. 

Mr. Ltpw. Was you a member of Ihe ijth divifion ? 

A^ I was admitted a member the lame night Mr. Nodder was, 
4ttid received a fimiii^r ticket. 

j^ Did that meet at Robihs^s Cofie^-Houfe, in Shhe* 
lane ? 

A Yes. 

^ Do you remember, upon the 3d of May, any toember 
giving an account of the time when Mrv Pitt #otrid probably 
be at the Houfe of Commons ? 

A, Yeg ; I perfe£Hy well recolle£t the circumftaiice ; it was 
ja the month of May ; I do not recdfea the night 

J^ What was the converfetion that pafled in Ae prefettce df 
tiiofe members, refpeSing the circumftance I have meittioned ? 

A> One of the members got up, and faid. Citizen*— — 

Mr. Erjkint. Who was the member ? 

A^ I do not know. 

Mr, Erjkine. 1 fubmit it is neceBary it ihbuld appear, that 
he was a member of the Correfponding Society. 
• Mr. Law. Was it a member of tite divifion i 

A, Yes ; at this meeting none were admitted but members. 

J^ What did this member fay ? 
. A^ Citizens, Mr. Pitt will go over— I Rwget which of the 
bridgei^, bi^t he mentioned one of the bridges, at twelve o'clock 
-at night. 

^. Did he accompany that with any obfervation ? - 

A Nonei 
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A ^one; ther^ iva$ a gen^r^l dajp upon the tabid md (gpie 
laid it was very improper to make any comments upo<i it.. 

^ Was any thing further (aid, at what bjcidge? 

A They mentioned the particular bridgQ} an4 on witat gc« 
cafion he would be detaixi^d till twelve o'clock at night) I think 
if was Putney Bridge, but do. npt recoiled the bridge t^ a cer- 
tainty. 

^. Was any pie<;e of gpgd Xi&w^ ^r wy thing they called 
good news, announced, at that, tinie, by one pf the meinbers ? 

A Yes; there wa3 fome gpo4 news annouHcei that Y^rjr 
nighty a& they termed it. 

^ What was it ? 

A. A defeat o£ part q{ the Britiih anny;, } do not r^iccSi^A 
what. 

^ Was that called good news ? 

A, It was generally fo underftood by the fociiety. 

^ Was tha^ fo defcribed, fo announced ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you re^dleft. any thing being mentio^d, ?irith re^ieft 
to any of the King's Meflengers ? 

Aldq. , 

^ What was that ? ' • 

A, That he had. the pleafujfe tQ H^Qrw th^ fociety, .thai he 
heard one of the King'sr M^ffengers bad bfen killed 'ux ^ 
country, 

^. Do you remember a member of tha^ fpgjety of the JIWJW^ 
ofHiggins? 

A. I remember the name gf Citixen Higgins, buli \ dp «^ 
recoiled his perfon. 

^ Do you remember any obfervation that a mepiber n^de, 
refpefting any of his relations ? - . 

A. I do recoUeft fome obfervations, but cannot, recolleft the 
exaft words ; but I think he f^d,, if it had been his own fa^er, 
or his own fon, he fhould be glad, if he. met with th« %ie 
fate. 

^ Had who been I 

4' The Meffengefk -^ 

^ Was 
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J^ Was that mart a near relation of any of the King*s 
Meffengers ? 

A, I do not know. 

^ Was that faid by Higgins ? 

A. I do not know ; I do not know Higglns perfonajly. 

^. Was any thing mentioned, by way of caution, to th^ 
members, for fear of fpies ? 

A, It was frequently hinted to the members to be cautroiis, 
for fear of fpies ; to be careful what they iaid ; for, in dl divifion^ 
of the fociety, fpies front the Treafury would creep in. 

^ Do you remember any propofttidn for fubdividing the* 
meetings into a lefs number ? 

A, Yes ; it was a propofal, that, as they might be prevented 
meeting in public houfes, on account that their licences might 
be taken away, that they fhould be divided into titheings, that 
they might meet at the houfe of every tenth man. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, Was that your armed fociety } 

A, No; the London Correfponding Society. 

Mr, Law, Was the propofition acceded to ? 

A. It was deferred for further confideration. 

j^. Was there any mention of any one of the committee 
being a fpy ? 

A. Not in particular diat I recolleft; there was fome one. 
alluded to, but I did not underftand who it Was. 

^. Was any thing faid what fliould be done, if any (py was 
difcovered among you ? 

A. One member obfervcd, he fliould not regard blowing any" 
^jy's brains out, if he difcovered hitxi. 

^ You had a muikct ? 

A Yes. 

j^ From whom ? 

A. From William^. 

j^. That muflcet you have now t 

A. No; I have not. 
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George Sanderfoit, 
Crofs-examined by Mr. Erjktne. 

^ So a member laid, he would not care for blowing any 
fpy's brains out? 

jf. Yes.. 

^ Was not you a little afraid when you heard that I 

J. I was. 

^ Oh ! you was a fpy, was you ? 

J. I was. 

J^. What was that paper you had in your hand, a little while 
ago? 

J, Merely a memorandum of dates. ' 

.^ I am glad you have it; we will go to work vdth dates \ — 
I like a paper of dates ; you will be bound by it ? 

A I will be bound by it, upon my oath, as near as a man can 
be bound to a paper of dates. 

J^. On what night was it, and at what place, diat there was 
a rejoicing, that there was a defeat of the Britifh troops, and 
when one of the members faid, that one of the King's Mefiengers 
had been killed ; and, if it had been his own father, he fhould 
have been glad, if he had met with the fame fate ? 

J. I think it was. the 2ifl-. 

J/r. Erjkine. None of your thinking, when you have the 
paper in your hands ! 

A. I have not a memorandum of the date. 
.^. What date have you taken, good Mr. Spy ? 

A I do not think, upon fuch an occafion, being a fpy is any 
difgrace. 

Lord Chief JuftUe Eyre. Thffe obfervations are more proper 
When you come to addrefs the Jury, 

Mr. Attorney General. Really that is not a proper way to 
examine witnefles.-— Lord Holt held ftrong language to fuch 
fort of an addrefs from a Cou/ife! to a witneis, ii^o avowed him- 
ielf afpy. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Erjkine. I am fure I ihall always pay that attention t9 
tiie Court which is due from m^\ bi4 ^ 9in not to be told by die 
Attorney General, how I am to examine a witncfe. 

Mr. Attorney GeneraL I thought you had not heard his 

LordihiV 

Mr. Erjktne. I am much obh'ged to his Lordfliip fi>f the 
admonition he gave me. — ^I heard his Lordfhip^ and I heard you, 
which I fliQuld; oot hav^ hoard- . 

What was the date when you fay that pailed, that theie vasa 
defeat of the Britiih troops, and ibmebody biA^ that &ere was 
a MefTenger killed in the country, and he fhould have been glad 
if ii h«4 it been his own iather } 

J. When firft I was introduced into the 13th divifiony was oa 
the 2ifl of April, on a Mgnd^y. 

.. ^ Wh^ft.wa^ \X you hea,rd tha^ conveifation, from whence 
you collefted, thj^t the Reform of Parli^meiit was to be carried 
^t, th» ppyil of die bayoqet f 

jI, That was mentioned at the anned fbciqty.. 
i ^ H^ve you got any date for that ? 

4% Yes J I never w^s there but once, therefore \ could not 
.i|iak;e an error in th?.ti it was April; the 2d., 

^ At^hatpl^e? 

J. At Day's, 

^. Where is Day's ? . . 

r. A Ijs tbe Borough, near th? Grove j I believe it is called 
Worcefter-ftreet. 

^ How many p^rfqns were prefent at that time ? 

A Some were going up ftairj, and fome going away; totl^s 
b^ft of pvy r€CQll(;£tiQn thers? might be twcnty^-two, twenty- 
three, or twenty-four ; I did not count them, as I never expeflcd 
4abQ called. 

^. You muft have expe(fted.it ? 
, . A. I )u4. every f^afpn to fuppofe I fliould not be calkd. 
' ^ I wifh tp know from you, whether, from the convcrfelion 
Jte^ IW K^ WW ftating* of obJaioing a Refcrm of Parliament, 
at the point of the bayonet, whether you collefted this frpm one 
jCffon, or the general converlation of the whole people ? 

J. It 
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' A^ It ieemed to be the opixiion of the whole compaxiir, that 
% Parliamentary Reform could not be obtained, but at the point 
of die bayonet. 

J^. And you coUedcd, that it was their intention fo to carry it \ 

jf. Yes ; from their general converfation. 

J^. And you file that coinveriation to die ad of April, at du$ 
place? 

J. Yes. 

^ What was that you faid about a bet f 

A The reaflm of my going there was to decide a bet; that 
was the way I firft came to go there. 

^ And you loft your bet ? 

jf. I did. 

^ You made yourielf a Member of the Correfponding 
Society? 

^. I did. 

^ And took thofe notes ? 

J. I did. 

J^ Why did you take diofe notes? 

J, When I once difcovered, that an armed fociety of this fort 
exifted, which I thought of fuch dangerous tendency, I immediateljr 
gave notice to the Secretary of State. 

J^ How long after you had loft your bet ? 

jf. Between two and three days ; but I menticmed it before 
diat bet was decided, that^ if I loft my bet^ I (hould certainly 
acquaint Ae Secretary of State.. 

^ Sboidd you know the £ices of any of thofe perfons ? 

jI. I fhould, of two or three of thenu 

^ Should you know more of them ? 

J. I do not think I fhould i I know die perfon* in the chair^ 
Orr. 

^ Was Franklow there ? 

jI. He was. 

\^ Do you know any body eUe that was there? 

jt> I think Williams was there ; but I did not expeft to fet 
fuch a thing \ I was very much flurried and confufed. 

VoLtU, Z , Edwuri 



. Edward Goring (fworn.J 
Examined by Mr. Garrow. 
' J^. Have y^ \fptn for any time a member of tho London 
Correfponding Society ? 

A I Nc^^nii s( mmib^r on tht i jih of Apcil* 

J^. What April do you fpeak of? 

A April, 1794, 

^ Did you become n mmhtt^ in confequence of any-com-* 
i|Uiiiif:atip9 bd^^^n you and any Magiihiate of die country i . . 

A I had not been direAed to.bocome a mekiber, in cott- 
fequence of the recommendation of ' any Magfcflrate; I bad 
been unexpe£^edly propofed by Whittam, and a Magiflrate bad 
tqI4 me, if pother perfen bad pcopofed n^e, I fliould begpme 
a member. 

J^. Had you communicated with any Magiftrate of the country, 
before you communicated with the (ocieQr ? 

A Not refpeding the Correfponding Society. 

J^. Who was the perton that &ft introduced you to the 
Ibcictty? . 

^ Jf*n HjUkr. 

^ Did you make applicatton to him firft, or be to you ? 

A. I firft went tx> HiUkr^ to make fqnie enqiitries reipe^g 
» .pexjbn^ who was n memfaley of that fociety. 

J^ What led you to go to Hillier to m^ke that enquiry ? 

A. From feeing publications of that nature, and I was infonned 
that the pecfba refpefting whiam I was divcfied to maist th^ en- 
quiry was a member of the Correfponding Society* 

^ Publications of what nature ? . 

A. From fiadng publications io Hiilier's fliop mndow^ wbidi 
appeared tome, to be of a feditious nature. 

^ What bufinefs did HilJier carry on i 
' A. He fold pamphlets. 

j^ From that you thought it lii^ely he was a member of die 
Skietyy b^ty m give you. informatioii, there being fome man 
you wanted tDi'ebKinire about ? 

A. Yes. 
.5 ^ ^ When 
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^. When Hid ybii Hrft make your application to Hillitr t 

A, I believe towards the end of Marchy or the beginning of 
April. 

^ For what pufpofe did you becoihe a member of the Cor- 
refponding fociety \ 

A. On the 14th of April when I lirft became a member, I 
was unexpectedly propofed, on the day following I informed Mr. 
Wickhaih thatl had done fo. 

. ^ "WTiat pafled between you and the Magiftrate is not evi- 
dence, but In coiifequence of what pafled between you and him, 
why did you attend tlie meeting ? 

A. To difcover whether they had any ferlous intentions of 
arming, 

^. You have ftated that you communicated fomething upon 
the fubjeft, to Mr* Wkkham ? 

^. Was It with his approbation that you attended the meeting 
for the purpofe you have now ftated f 

A. Itwas« 

^. Did you from time to time communicate to Mr. Wickham, 
fuch ia^ as came to your knowledge ? 

A. I did. 

^. And went there for the exprefi purpofe of procuring mifor- 
matlon, and giving It ? 

A I did. 

^. When was you firft Introduced ? 

A, On the 15th of April 1794. 

^ A t what di vlfion ? . 

A, DivifioriKd. II. 

^ Meeting at what place ? 

A, Northampton-ftreet Clerkemvell, I do not rccoUcfl the 
%J^ i*lghtly, but the man's name was Holt. 

^ Did. Hillier introduce you \ 

^. Yes. 

^. What number of perfons were prefent at that meeting ? 

A. I cannot exa£tiy tell, there might be about thirty. 

^. Did any tbuig material pafs at that meeting \ 

Z a A. There 
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A., There was fotne converlation about the proceedmgs atf 
Chalk Famu 

^. Had die meeting then at Chalk Farm taken place ? 

A4 .This i/vas the day after the meeting had been at Chalk 
Farm, 

j^. What paffed with refpeft to die meeting whidi had bee» 
had at Chalk Farm ? 

A. The converfadon turned that night principally upon 
that) and fome were talking that it was neceflary to arm ta 
prote^ die convendon, in die fame manner as they had in 
France; I heard fome prefent talking in confequence of a con- 
vention haying been talked of at Chalk Farm that it would be 
neceflary to arm to defend that convendoa the iame as they had 
done to protefl: the Convention in France; I think it is proper to 
fay that their minds appeared at that time to be verjf much heated 
from what ^had pafled at Chalk Farm, and therefore from that 
circumlhmce I did not think fo much of their being ferious.. 

^ Do you mean that diey were heated with liquor ? - 

A. Noj not with liquor^ 

^ What was defcribed to have pafled at Chalk Farm that 
fliould fo have heated their fpirits ? 

A, There were a number of refolutions pafled. 

^. Do you recolleft any of thofe refolutions \ 

A. Yes, I remember one refolutions, I can remember fome cir- 
ftances which occured at Chalk Farm. 

^. That were ftated to have occurred tiiere — ^you was. not 
there ? 

A. I was at Chalk Farra^ 

^ Then you were there before you became a member? . ' 

A. Yes. 

^ State any circumftances that occurred at Chalk Farm, par^ 
ticularly fuch as w^re mentioned in this meeting of the divifioa 
the night after ? 

A. There were a number of refolutions read which I catux>t 
repeat; but one of them concluded with the words, brought the 
head of Charles the Firft to the block, and fent James the Second 
from the ifcrone; then a man, whofe name I underftood was 

Birk% 
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Birks, flioute3> I remember a peribn, whole name I was told 
"Was Richter, mentioned that he had received a letter, from 
.Sheffield I think, but am not pofitive to the place, that a great 
Jiumber of perfons had met there^ and that they were determined 
to petition Parliament no more for a Reform ; that a convention 
was intended to be called^ and that, I think, he faid it was to take 
place in about fix weeks, or a (horter time, I cannot recolleft 
the pofitive words. 

• ^. Upon Birks's (houting was any obfervation made by any 
per(bns prefent at Chalk Farm? 

A. Some perfons faid that they thought holding up their hands 
was fufficient ; this man called out that he wiihed to be heard at 
St James's. 

^ Do you remember Mr, Thelwall being diere? 

A. There was a perfon there whofe name I was told was Thel- 
wall, whom I jiever faw before nor fince. 

J^ Did that perfon take any part in the converfation and de- 
bate that was going forward ? 

if. Yes, hefpokefeveral times. 

^. Do you recollect anj particular exprefHon that ftruck yotf 
&at he made ufe of? 

A. Something that Mr. Dundas had threatened to bring the 
Scotch laws into England, and if they attempted it, they mull: 
repel force by force, or fomething -of that fort. 

^ Do you recolleft what particular fubjeft re5)ei£Ung the 
Scotch bws viras the fubjeft of coaverfittion ? 

v£ I believe it related to fome peifons that were tried. 

^ What was the expreffion ufed? 

JL TJiat infamous aud ever to be detefted Cowrt of Jufticiary 
in Scotland. 

^ Do yo» recoHeft the remainder of that fentence? 

A. I cannot fay I have a pofitive jfecolle£ti<Mi \ I made no mi- 
nutes at the time. 

L^rd Chief Juftice Eyre. You have tetter evidence I fuppofe 
iof the refolutions, than of the converfation ? 

Mr. Garrow. Was there any direction as to the printing 
any number of copies of the proceedings of the day ? 

Z3 J. I 
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A. I tbiiik the nupiber that was ordered to he printed wa& 
two hundred thpufand ;— --I cannot fay, whether one or two 
hundred thoufand copies of the refolutions, if tjh^y (bould be 
wanted. 

^; Which was the ncxt^ meeting of the divifioa that you was 
at afterwards ? 

A. On the Monday following I was at the meejting of another 
£vifion. 

^. Where was that ? 

A. At the houfe of one Morris, a Jaqj^-makcr, in Brick*lane« 

^. What divifion was that? 

A. I believe tiiey call it fixteen and twenty-five, 

^. Did any thing material pafs at that time ? 

A, I do not recolledl any thing particular, any further than 
Doftor Hodfon was recommended by the conmiittee to be 
relieved. 

^ Where was he at that time, and what was the purpofe for 
which he was, to be relieved ? 

A. There was no particular purpofe ftated^ oijly he was re- 
commended for relief, 

^ Did* you go with Hillier neact day to fee.Do^or Hpdfop ? 

A. I did- 

^. Where did you ^o to ? 

A. To Newgate, 

J^. Who was yoii introduced to thejre ? 

A. To Dodor HNfon, 

^. Did^Hillier go with you ? 

A Yes. 

^. Was there apy other perfon there befides Doctor HxkUqh? 

A: Yes, one Lloyd, Rouflel ^ Frenchman, and a Captain 
Williams, an Amctrican. 

^. Hilljer W3|s likewife there ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Be fo goqd as tell ms what the naturp of the converlation 
was Acre in the prefence of HilUer, he being one of the parties ? 

A. The principal converiation that. I had was \nAi Doctor 
Hodfon^ 

^ Was 
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• ^ Was it m fife preftnce of HJHief ? ^ 

j/. He v^ Acre, all Aofe pcrfons wfre preftnl^ tlie moft ma-' 
ikial cohvdrfadbn that fteffe* tfcen wa^from LyoAbi* ftodlbhyht' 
afked me if I had feen a copy of the new conftitution, I told hirti 
I' was but a ybuHg' m^bn^r, 2tnid did nbt know any th?ng' of it i 
he then informed me t"hat Aere was a very dever one Comings 
out; the fociety was to be divided ititd divtfions, and into fimll 
Jiviii^g^ thM the (^utpofe of that was for die convenien<^e of 
learning the ufe of arms, a{ each other*s houfes* 

^ Wh^tfhoi-epaffedafcthattlirfe? 

(Thi witnefs refert t^ a fapet.)' 

Lord Chief Bitnh Mctcdtnuld. Did you make that meiilo- 
rahAim at the time ? 

A, I did; he informed me that thofe divifions were to be 
called tithings ; and that the purpofe of diem Was likewife ib keep 
fpies from getting among them, and betraying their intention ; 
he likewife ftated^ that their numbers were encreafing, and that 
they Mnild fooii' b^ too formi&ble to be relifted. I made an 
obfervation, that I did- not thitik, from what I had feen in the 
foCiety,' Aat flfey app^i'ed to hi riien of property, to have money 
to effe<ft anything, upon whicH a - Frenchman, M^o Was there, 
got up and faid, when the fociety was organized, money (hbuld 
not be wanting. 

J^. Was this Rouflel that you have mentioned ? 

A. Vcs. 

^ Did any thing more materia pafs at diat dme \ 

A- Tli^e wferc fome tojtfts given, one of which was given by 
Itloyd ; the toaft was, the world z republic or a defert : Doftor 
Ilddfon fidd, he hoped foon to fee a revolutionary tribunal efta- 
btiflie^'ih dris country, for he dHpifed all others^ 

^. He was then fuffering under the fentencc of the law, I 
|>6lieve ? 

A, Yes, 

^. This was fidd ftil! in the prefence pf Hillicr 2 

A. Yes. 

J^. Was 9ny thing more fiud at diat meeting diat was mate-* 
rial? 

Z 4 A. Rouflel 
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'^ RouflH faid he was going from diere to ThelwsdPsy.vid 
lie fhould let oflF the next day. Lloyd afked hinn for . the contU 
nent, he anfweredi oui. Hillier afked to France^ he anfw^ered^ 
yes, 

^ When Hillier invited you to go to Newgate to fee thefi 
perfons, who did he alk you to go and fee ? 

^. The perfecuted patriots, 

^ Is Mr. Lloyd confined upon my fentence upon a criminal 
profecution? • 

J. I do not know; Lloyd was part of the time writingi I 
beard he was a prifoner^ but for what I do not know. 

^ When was th? next meeting of the diviiicm? 

J. I think it was th^ (amc evening I was at the divifion (o 
Vhich I belonged, » • 

] ^. Which was that ? 

•A The eleventh* 

^ Who were the perfons that were prefent there ? 

jf. One Wright a delegate^ and Gordon who was iecretary, 
^d about thirty-fix other perfons, I b^^ieve. 

^. This meeting was, I believe, ^% th^ Hope, in Nortfaamp^ 
ton-ffreet, upon the 22d of April I 

A. Yes. 

^ Who was the delegate at that meeting ? 

A. His name was Wright. 

^ Do you recoUedl any converlktion of Wright's in Ac^ 
focicty, upon the fubjedl of arms ? 

J. ^er the fociety had broke up we were coming away J 
Wright aft;ed me if I had got any arms, I told him no, he ikid: 
he had got his n^ufket, and that it was necef&ry that we ihould 
all have arms ^ y^e might very fooa be compelled to ufe 
them. 

^. Was tliat &id as weil in the hearing of other members aSr!"- 
yourfelf? 

J. Yes ; the Secfetarjr ftated, that he was ytij forry to leave 
^e fociety juft as they were going tp a£t ^ well as thii>k,»and to 
fegenerate their country. 

$^ Who was their Secretary? 

^, Hi* 
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A. His name was Gordon, he was going to America ; he i^ 
he ihould take fome copies of their fpirited refolutions to the 
popular focieties there. 

J^. Did you hear any obfervations upon the fubjed of arming 
fiom Hillier, or any other member of the ibciety beiides Wrig^t^ 
the delegate ? 

A. Hillier &id, he had not got a mufket, but he had got a pike. 

i^ Do you remember being prefent at any time at Hillicr*s 
in die £une month of April, on the 2561 of April \ 

A* On the 25th of April I was at Hillier's ; there were pre* 
ient a perfon whofe name I afterwards was told was Wickfly. 

J^. Where is Hillier's houfe i 

A^ No. 80 or 81, Biibopfgate-*ftreet; I was told his name 
afterwards was a Mr. Hickfly, and two other peribns, one of 
whom appeared much in liquor, the reft were fober^ and there 
W?s a man of the name of Bennett, the fecretary %o the j6th and 
^th divifions.. 

J^. Was there a perfon there who was a mercer by bufincis } 

A^ Yes, that was Bennett, 

J^. Were there fome other perfons prefent ? 

Af There yr^p^ thofe I have ftated } HiUier was prefent ; the 
converiation was begun by this perfon, whofe name Hillier in- 
formed m^ was Wickfly $ he iaid he had received a letter from 
She^eld, which informed him that diey had a numerous meeting 
$ind had determined tfy petition no more for a Parliamentary. 
Reform ; he likewife f$ud, that this letter contain^! the drawing 
of liame kpivf s which yrttt makit^ there, of a particular con-> 
ftru&ion, for cutting of reins \ the letter contained a drawing, 
with this obferyation««-thefe are the inftruments we fhall foon ufe, 

^ What were they ft»ted to be for ? 

A* To be fixed againft the end of poles, and to be uied againft 
Ae military, 

^ What were the knives for ? 

jf. For cutting the reins, 

^ Cutting the reins of what f 
i ^ Idoi^iepolIe^wbBiheftefarticidarlyea^hdnedthat, 

«. It 
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: \^ Itim fbtbd that dmfe mftrtimeht* were to a€t stgaiAft Ae 
ndHutyf 

A. Yes. 
' J^. Do yMmeaftftsitedkvnrrttiB^ or dmt ymi coHeded Ihat ? 
c if. It was ftated in tsnus \ it was fofther fiii<l^ ^e principal 
dependance of the fociety was in fecuring the Royal FsrhduSy^ akidf 
bwdr Hoofes of Parliament. 
''<hu<ftke:Jurf. What dace was tMs f 

i/. On the 25Ch of Aprir; he ftlrtAer ludv if th^ 6Mk!(d refift 
Iher fivft flwfdcy there wouM be noi dailger t6 bi ap{)^eiided 
afterwards* 

^. If who could refift the firft ftoek ? 
' ji^ I codfiderati ft to be the Members of th^ diff^refit fe^ieribs \ 
ff tbefccmld refift the^ iiipfrfiiock from tlieanny, tHat tho^e wouIS^ 
be iik> ter afterwards^ 

. ^ Did they gire any resrfbni;(^hy tile ftifl'ffioekbiilngi^f^^ 
tliere would be no fear afterwards ? 

•u/. They faid the Rtfyal FaiiiHy beiiig fecuifea, Aearmy woadd 
have no head to look up to, and woHtd" b^giaitto accept tlk addi-t 
tional pay that would be dFered ^ri!i« 
: j^; Who-wWfhataddkioiialpay'totfeio^fed-byf 
• J. I underftodd by the'fociefieft, 

' ^ Do you remember anysofcleFV^\ioli ^t Sillier' niade iipmi' 
tint additional pay being oiS^d to ^ army with r^rpe6i: t<f t^ 
oouipar ifo h of fixpence a-day vi^ith any othti* fum- ? 

A There ing^ fomething feid, I belle^it was eighteeni-perice5• 
t^atthe men would not fight for frtffeft'cfea-4ay if dieycouWhave^ 
^ghteen«pence — ^I think it was, but I alm^not pofitive to thefum.- 

^ Whether anjt^f tb^ petjfonfc p^efent^ atthe dme ^at thefe' 
obfervations were made, aiid thc^ ^^^ fta^ed^ tirade any ob-. 
jeaion-tpAiBai^ 

A, None ; but I think it is proper to ftate tiiat one-pepfe»>iwJ$* 
very much in liquor and took no'-partteAiat cdnVerfttibttH 

^. Thofe who converfed were not id IiqMor ? - • 

A. No. ^ • . 

^. Thofe iziwbomtbc:oUenPiitiOM^(^^ 
Wie ^o took no part, were they fober ? 

A. Perfcaiy 
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jf. Perfeaiy fober, 

^. Did any one make any obfervation that had a tendency-^ ta 
rpprefe this converfation ? 

A. One of them, Bennett^ went out with me. into the flreety> 
and his converfation was fo violent, aod he fpoke foloud, that I was 
obliged to check hica,. and- toid hivi^ the p^ple in the ftreet were 
hearing hioi. 

J^. Do you know a perfon of the name of Baxter ? 

jf. I do. 

^. Was he a member of the. London Correfponding Sodety ? 

jf* I have feen him at divifions. 

^ At other times, fincc that,, hare you heard any obfcrvadott 
from Hillier or Baxter, upon the fubjeft of arming ? 

A. On the 9th of May was the moft material converfation I 
had with Baxter, that was at Hillier's houf<; > he iaid he had 
b^fi- with, an officer who had been lately— — 

^ Who. were the perfbiis prefent bslides Baxter ? 

ji^ Baxter, thisBcniiet, Hilli^r, a man whofe name I was, told 
was Hill, and fome other perfons, whofw names I do not kppWy 
were prefent during a& part of this coxweriation ; Baxitcfr ftatsd, 
th.3t he had- been with Mr. Joyce,, who was fecretary to Earl 
S^taobope : Mr, Joyxze. told him there was no danger to be appre^ . 
hi^ded from Stone, th^ Stone had too nmch iirnuiefs to let them 
get ajiy thing, gut of him by intimidation. 

^ Who. w^er^ you fpeaking ot by the name of Stone ? 

jt. . A peripn I underftood who was confined in Newgate. ^ 

^ Did >|0u \md&r^2ifid he hud been examined before his Ma-» 
jefty's Privy Council, 

A I und^cftood that he was committed upon a charge of High 
Treafonii we had fcv^e coAverfation about Hamilton Rowan's - 
eicape; hefaid, £arl Stanhope- s fpeech was to be printed, v^ithan 
addition, which was to be very cauUQufly put ia 1 he faid, the 
Committee of Correfpondence and Cotroper^tion were prepariijg 
an addrefs. to the army, with fome f^foog refplutions ; he f^d, 
that prudent and determined nien were wanted to propagate the 
ppinions. contained in thoie refblutions, 

^ We^re they wax^ted %o propagate diei^ ? 

/.He 
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A. He ftatedy Aat one Moore had been particularly a£liveani 
fiiGCefsful in getting over the army. 

J^ Did he tell you what defcription of the army he had been 
wore fuccefsful with than the other ? 

A. He feid, diey had moft to fear from the young recruits ; 
iftey had fucceeded heft with the old Ibldiers in Weftminfter ; he 
^idy if one third of the army was got over^ the other two thirds 
would not ad with fpirit againft them ; he then alked me ^ I 
Jcnew any perfon who would buy a pike, 

^ Who arc you fpesddng of now ? 

A. Baxter. , 

Lord Chief Jujtice Byre. Who was it faid all this ? 

A. Baxter. 

Mr. Garrow. Did he mention any thing with re(pe£l to hif 
interview with the officers ? 

A. Yes, he iaid that the officers had made ufe of an expreffion 
not fit to be repeated, and afked him why he did not blow them all 
up together; he feid the officer had been lately prefcnted to die 
Queen upon his promotion. 

J^ You think it an indecent expreffion ? 

A. It is as ap(died to fuch a perfon as him ; he laid, that the 
officer had alked Baxter why they did not Mow up the whole family 
togetfier ; he dien afked me if I knew any friends who would 
purchafe a pike ; I (aid I fhould have no objection to purchafe one, 
but that it would be of no ufeunlefs I knew how to uie it ; he iaid, 
if I went either the Thurfday or the Friday following, and miade 
II& of his name at the fign of the Parrot, in Green- Arbour-court, 
in the Old-Bailey ; I was to aflc for one Edwards, that he would 
be called out to me, and I was then to tell him that Baxter had 
felt me, and then I was to have a pike, and I (hould be intro- 
duced to others, who would learn the ufe of them widi me^ and 
Aat Edwards was very clever at the ufe of it, and would affift us 
m learning j he ftated, that pikes were much cheaper than muf- 
kcts, and that it woujd be impoffible for the number to procure 
rnufkets on account of the expence» There is another circum- 
ftance, he ftated, that perfons with muflcets might do a great deal 
oi mifchitf if they did Dot know properly the ufe of them ; I nude 

m 
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an cftfervation, diat I thought we might have a Reform mParlia-i' 
ment without coming to blows ; he (aid, is diere one man in the 
fociety who believes a Parliamentary Reform b all we want— no^ 
not one ; he faid, that many men of property had hidierto kept 
back on account of the (anguinary condiid of the French, but 
that they were now willing to come forward^ as they were con- 
yinced that a revolution might be efFe£led in a few hours ; he (aid, 
for his own part, he did not wifli the King, or any of his fsatuly^ 
to lofe their lives, but he thought they might go^ ta Hanover ;. he 
faid, it muft be expe&ed that ibme blood muft be (bed ^ ibme par- 
ticular peribns had offered fuch infults to the people, that human 
nature could not overlook ; the conver(ation afterwarck turnei 
rdative to Theiwall's having been indi&ed, in which there was 
nothing very material. 

J^. Was Hillier prefent during the whole of this converiatlo3 
of Baxter? 

J. Yes. 

^ Was it pronounced in a way ia which every perfiin might 
hear? 

jf. They might ; but I did not pay much attention to snj 
thing that fell from him, from thi$ circumfiance— -that Baxter' 
was one of the committee of Correfpondence and Co-operation^ 
I thought I fhould obtain moil information from his converiatio9r% 
therefore I attended more to him. 

^. Did he ftate whether any, and what number of pikes 
were ready at that time, at any place i * . 

. j£ He iaid, that many thoufand were making at Sheffield, that 
the heads were only to come from there^ but that they were to 
be ftocked in town. 

^ Did he give any caution with relpe3 to converilng ia the 
divifion-meeting, refpe<3ing the pikes, at that time i 

A. He recommended that nothing of that ihould be mentioneil 
at any of the divifion-meetings, till the new confiitution ihould 
be adopted. 

^. The new conftitution of thefociety? . . 

A, Yes, of the fociety. 

^ Did he give any reafon for the neceiSty of that caution \ 

A. Yes, 



( 3io ') 

A* Ycsi he {aid) becaufe there werd (^esr in die fcciety* 

^ Was thoe any thing faidinthe coucfeof fii» conveHatioh 
with reiped to the French Emigrants } 

• A.\t was ftated by Baxter, that it would be advtfeable to let 
thofe who wcne priibncrs out, and, if the French Emigrants 
atten^ted to refift, they flioutd fliare the fate of fpies at Paris. 

J^. What prifoners ? 

A. 'The French prifoners of war* ' 

^ Did he name any of dioTe perf<^$ wRc had offered fuch 
infults to the people that human nature could not overlook ? 

A. He named fevetai, I cannot petolled allj Mr* Pitt 1«« 
one^ Mr. Dundas another, and Mr. Reeves. 

^ AndothcrperioAfr? 

A. Yes. 

j^. In the courfe of that evening, did you return to your home 
in company with Baxter ? 

A. I went part of the way home with Baxter. 

^ Did hd, in the courfe of your going home, enlai^e upon 
any of the fubjei^s you had been converting about ? 

A. I underllood that the purpofe of their addrefs to the army, 
was to excite a jealoufy between our troops and the French Emi«« 
grants, which were forming into regiments ; he ftated the means 
that Moore had ufed to get over fome of the army \ that he had 
told them that by their oath they were to fight for their King and 
country) but wteii die King and country were at variance, they 
had a right to fight on which fide they pleafed. 

^ Did heflate to you any of the other arguments that Moore 
had ufed witii the arAiy ? 

A. He recommended that I ihould mix willi them, treat theiA 
mth beer, and eidarge upon the feverity of their uiage and the 
{niaUnefs of dieir pay ; but I mufir firil found their principles, and 
if I found them Ariftocrats, dien I muil not go on. 

^ In the^courfe- ai the evening, when this converfanon was» 
had, was Hillier's pike produced ? 

A. I do not recoiled diat it was. 

^ Was it produced at any time whenvany of thofe perfons were 
prefent with you f 

A It 
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A^ It ^ |>riidM««1.2^ i^^ at jtKMbcfi HMSliqgi oa^e t6di 
of May* 

^. Where was that meeting at ? 

A. At Hillier's. 

J^ This is not a divifion meeting, btit die meeting of fame 
few members ? _ . * 

A. Yes. 

j^. Who were the perfons prefent upon die i6th? 

A* I beliere I am wrong in point of date \ it W/is on die i^di 
of May. 

Mr. Garrow. The Attornpy-Gen^ral fuggefts to me, whether 
it is poffible that I fhould go into any examination refpe<5Hng.&ds 
which took place af^ the prifoncr was in cuftody ? 

Lord G)ief Baron Mfi^donald* When was he taken ugf ? 

Mr. Garrow. On die i2di of May. 

Lord Chhfjujiicf Eyre^ No, X tjiink it would not be proper.. 

Mr. Garrow. Theji we do not wifli to examine as to any i^St^ 
whiah have happened fubiequent; I have at prefent confined my 
examinadon to fa£ts prior to his being taken into cuftody* D^ 
you recolle£k the circumftance of Mr. Hardy's being syppre- 
hended ? 

^Ido. 

^ Had you any convcr&tion n^tth refpedt to^ admiffiooi to die 
Houfe of Commons i If th^t was after Hardy was apprehended, 
I do not enquire into it. 

A. It was aftef. 

^ Do you remember a paper beitig diftributed with reiped: to 
the Ins and the Quts ? 

^. I do. , 

^. Whprc wasdiatdyirfbM^ed? 

^ At the meeting at the Coach and Horfes, in Hattqai-gardeo. .^ 

^ Was that before Mr. Hardy was apprehended ? 

A» It was 2ii^ die apprefaenfion of Mr. Hardyr. 

4^ With i:e^e& to aU ^efe ciircupfiftances that you cQlleded 
from dnie to time, you cppiiauxupgted them to jy[r. Wicki^«ui>| 
die magiftrate, jji^4 with i^.apgrohatiqn attended di«fesneeti|i^{ 

^- Idid.'^ . .. 

^ And 
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: J^. And attendled diem for dia^expfc& purpde of ghring iai 
information 1 
^ I did. 

Bdwari G^fitng. 
Croft examined by Mr^ Er/iinr^ 

J^ What is your Chriftian name? _j 

A Edward. 

^ Edward Gelling ? .., 

A. Yes. 

J^. Are your father and mother living ? 

A. Yes. 

SI2 What are you by employment^ or trade ? 

A. At prefent I am employed by Mr. Wickhamv 

j^ I am not calling you to an account for any general employ- 
ment, if you are an honeft man in the execution of it ; do you 
mean employed in this bufmefs ? 

A. Yes, and in writing too ; I was employed before this bud- 
tiefe by Mr. Colquhoun, in writing. 
■ j^. What fort of writing ? 

A^ Both in his private bufinefs and on his public bufinefs* 

^. Mr. Colquhoun is an attorney, is he ? 

A No, a Magiftrate in Worfhip-flreet. 

S^ When did you begin writing for him ? 

A. About September laft, but that was only occafionally. 

^. What way of life had you been in before that ? 
' A^ Before that I kept a broker's (hop. 

^ Was you a dealer in naval ftores ; I am not aflcing any 
queftion you can objeft to, was you a dealer in naval ftores ? 

A* I never* in my life, upon my oath, to my knowledge, bought 
a ftore that ever was the property of his Majefty, if that is what 
you mean ? 

Mr. Erjkim* Ifhould have no right to afk that queftion. 

A I know the reafon for which it was put ; and it is a quef- 
tion which, if I was not confcious of my innocence, I had no 
right to anfwer, but as I knew I could fafcly doit, I thought 
it proper to anfwer.' 

4 ^ Then 



( 353 ) 

^ Then, perhaps^ you have never faid to any body the direct 
Contrary of what you are faying now to me ? 

jf. I did fay thedireft contrary ; I vjras afked by Mr. Worfliip^ 
when I went to buy a print, what I was ? and what my addrefs 
was ? as I Conceived he would not let me have the print if I told 
him I was with a Magiftrate, I told him I dealt in naval ftores. 

^ Did you never fay to any body that you dealt in naval 
ftores ; and that you {hould think no more of cheating the King 
than of guillotineing him ? 

jf. Never to my knowledge, I will fwear pofitively, I never 
mentioned the word guillotineing the King. 

^ Did you never fay to any body, upon your oath, that you 
lived by fmuggling, and cheating the King in his ftores ? 

jf. Never upon my oath. 

^ Have you always gone by the name of Gofling ? 

jf, I have not ; and as means were yefterday ufed to deter me 
from giving evidence, I am willing to explain them, and am wil- 
ling to explain why I went by another name ; as I find every ad- 
vantage is wifhed to be taken of me, I truft the jnerCy of the 
Court will not fufFer any improper queftion to be put to me? 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. As to any queftion which tends td 
atcufe you of any crime, not immediately connefted with this 
matter, I will proteft you, but at the lame time keep your 
temper, attend to the queftion, and give it a direft anfwer. 

Mr. Erjkine. I have treated you widi civility I am furc.«— Did 
you ever go by the name of Douglas ? 

A I did. 

^. When did you firft aflume the name of Douglas ? 

ji. I believe, as miich as ten years fmce. 

^. How long did you continue the name of Douglas f 

Gofling^ I would wifli to relate the circumftances under which 
I took that name. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre^ You had better anfwer the queftion, 
' A. I carried on the bufinefs of a hair-^drefier in that name, for I 
believe pretty near feven yearSi 

^. Where did you refide ? 

A. In Weftminfter. 
Vbi. II. A a ^ Wher^ 
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^ WBcre in Wellminfter ? 

A In Petty France, No, 3* 

^ Wben iid you firft come to live in Petty France, Na ^ 
as a hair^refTer, by the name of Douglas ? 

jf. It i$ about ten years fince, I 4o not know that I could 
ftate cxaftly the time, I believe, it muft be about the year 1784* 

«^. I am not very particular as to dates, I do not want to be 
in any of your fecrets, if there can be any reafon in the world 
for your not chufing to anfwer me.— Had you any particular 
reafon fbr changing your name ? 

jf. I will flate my reafon, my fether had a ihop of buflnefe in 
the city, his bufmefs was chieiSy in the wig and (having way, 
fbr improvement; I wiihed to go to the weft end of the town. 
I went and worked with a man, whofe name was Penton, in 
Bloomfbury, for improvement; it was, perhaps, from felfe 
pride I did not chufe it to be known that I was working as a 
J9urneyman, when my father kept four or five men; and as for 
taking the name of Douglas I took it from a play-*bill. 

^ I have no objeftion to a decent pride, you took a very good 
name. — ^It ftruck you in a moment to take the name of Douglas 
Ss;om a play-bilL 

jf. That was the reaioA that ftruck me at that time, and I hai 
no thought of continuing under that name. 

^ Pray how long did you play this part of Douglas. 

jf* X continued near ieven years in that name, and it was from 
this circumftanee.— 

^. Do you know a^Mn Lincoln ? 

A I do, I did not recoUecS): bim,. but I wiih to ftate f(»ne 
circumftanee. 

^ Pleafc to anfver my queftion firft, you know Mr. Lin- 
coln? 

jf. I do. 

J^ WhoisMr. Limerift? 

jf« Mr. Lincobi I underfbnd to be fomething to Mr. Mac* 
jtamara, he collefts rents for him, I believe. 

^ Did you at any time, I am not afking you any thing that i^ 

iminal, did ypu at any time borrow any money of him ? 
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[A^ I di4 and will ftate the circumftances if you pleafe* 

^. How long ago is it that you borrowed any money, and 
what fum of him ? 

J. I am upon my oathj I do not krtow the particular fum, nor 
cannot ftate the particular time^ 1 believe it is four or five years 
ago; 

^ Was it ten guineas ? 

A. Ten pound, or guineas, I do not know which i 

^ Did you give him a note for it; 

A. Yes^ in the name of George Douglas, part df which I paid, 
part my wife paid^ and the remainder he has been fuice paidi 

^ When did you pay part of it yourfelf ? 

A, I caimot ftate the time* 

^ Did not Mri Lincoln come into the Lonaon Coffee-houfe 
by mere atcident, where the witneffes for die Crown are, I be^* 
lieve, provided with what is fit for them td have^ and faw you 
there, and faid how do you do Douglas ? 

Ai Permit me to explain^ that that was ndt the way \ ths^ 
would carry a different conftruftion from the manner in which it 
was donei Mn Macnamara firft came himfelf, whom I nover 
had ken ; he afked me queftions \ I told him a ftaircafe there with, 
a man I had never feen^ was not a place to enter into an e jcplanation 
upoii the fubje^li 

^ I am not (peaking aboUt Mr; Macnamara^ but afking 
what pafled when Mn Lincoln came into the London ColFee- 

houie? 

A. I was from Mr; Macnamara's Condu6l to me fo f^onfiifed 

that I hardly knew what I faid; 

^ y^u Macnamara had been there before^ and had behaved 
infuch a manner that you was fo flurried thajtypu didjiot Jknaw 
what you faid to Mr* Lincoln When he came in ? 

A. I declare^ I did not recollect Mri Linc^n's perfon^ having 
never feen him but once or twice in my life; 

S^, But you recoUeift what you faid to me^ not two jxunutes 
ago \ that Mr ; Macnaouira had been there before, and bad he^^ 
kav^ in fuch n n^aqpr, that when Mrt Lincdn came you were 

A a 2 fo 
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ib confiifed, from Mr. Macnamara's condufl, diat you hardlf 
knew what you faid ? 

jt, I certainly did fay fo. 
. ^ He (aid to you, how do you do Douglas ? 

A He did not. When he came up he alked me firft what my 
name was ? I faid Edward Gofling ; faid he, did you never go 
by any other name ? did not you rent a houfe of me ? my name 
is Macnamara; I iaid this is not a place proper for explanation j 
he faid I came out of humanity to you, — ^you know you gave a 
note to Mr. Lincoln, fome part of which is not paid, and I only 
came out of humanity to you to inform you, that when you ap- 
pear in evidence this will be brought forward. 

J^ What would be brought forward ? 

A This note would be produced- I told him I had not the 
money. I offered Mr. Lincoln the money afterwards. 
. ^ Did you know where Mr. Lincoln lived in the interval, 
between the time when you borrowed the money from him and 
to the time you faw Mr. Macnamara and Mr. Lincoln, at the 
London CofFee-houfe, 

• jt. I knew where he lived at the time I borrowed it ; I do not 
know whether Mr. Lincoln had moved or not, 

j^ Had you ieen him in the interval ? 

ji. I paid a part of the money, and my wife paid another part 
of it. It w^s to be paid by inftallments. 

^ Let me aik an explanation of fomething, which I confefs I 
did not miderftand ; how came you to fay, to Mr. Worihip, that 
you dealt in naval ftores ? 

jf. Becaufe I thought, that would preclude all enquiry ; be- 
Caufeldid notchufe to give him my addrefs; becaufe I thought 
if he found I was with Mr. Wickham, he would refufe then t» 
let me have what I wanted. 

Afr. Attomey^GeneraL Do you mean Worfliip the engraver ? 

A. Yes ; I faw he fufpefted I was not friendly to their caufe. 

Mr. Erjkine. Who is Mr. Worfhip ? 

jf. A Secretary of a divifton of the Corrcfponding Society. 

^ Did you never make ufe of the expreffions ^t I afloed you 

xm 
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to before, that you cared no more for cheating the King than 
the expreffion I ftated before i 

A. Never in my my life. 

^. I afk you, upon your oath, whether many of thefe ex« 
preiEons, which you have been ftating to night, you did not 
make ufe of yourfelf, and endeavour to excite thofe people to do 
the things that you have been relating of them, and was repri- 
manded by them repeatedly tor it ? 

A. Never. 

^ Upon no one occafion ? 

A^ Th6 only thing I ever did, I will ftate : that, on the Tuefday, 
After the apprehenfion of Hardy, I mentioned what had pailed at 
the divifion, in Compton-ftreet, relative to the Committee of 
Emergency, and to know whether it was their intention to do 
ifaefame. 

^ I afk you; upon your oath, whether you were not in the 
conftant courfe of ufmg inflammatory expreffions, which I won't 
repeat, going from one fociety to another ufing inflammatory 
expreffions, to excite thofe people to fay to you things which you 
wanted them to fay ? 

A, I never wiflied, and do not to my knowledge know, that I 
ever ufed any one expreffion of the kind ; in fome refpeAs I may 
have appeared to have approved of their proceedings with the 
view which was my fole defign. I did not wifh to lead Baxter 
on, nor did I find fault with him, from this circumftance, that as 
I had reafon to believe, that arms were fecreted, and it was my 
wifli to difcover where they were, that they might be found, and 
the mifchief prevented. 

^ It was natural you fljould fay nothing if you went with a 
view of difcovering that which was dangerous to the public— 
But I afk you, whether you did not go about from place to place 
ufing the mofl inflammatory expreffions, 

A. I never did* 

^ You iay that pofitively \ 

A^ Yes, 

^ That you never did ufe inflanunatory expreffions of die fort^ 
that you have been mentioning \ 

A a 3 A. Nq, 
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A. No: 

^ Do I underftand you to fwcar pc^tively then, that ycfii 
never made ufe of any inflammatory expreffions, when I put you 
in mind of fome of them liow. — ^Why do not the fociety learn the 
ufe of arms, it would be of great ufe, there is nothing to be done 
without arms ? 

J. I never made ufe of fuch an expreffion ever. 

^ Nor never made ufe of any exprciEon of that nature, to 
excite any of the people at the focieties to believe you would dq 
mifchiefpf any fprt. 

J, No, never to my knowledge, I never ufed any inflammatpry 
expreiSon, or any means to excite them to difturbance, or any 
means whatever. 

j^. Now go to your notes and tell me what days, and at what 
places you attended in the profecution of that which was extremely 
laudable, if it was honeft, the times and the places.— -But before I 
trouble you with that, do you know a Mrs. Coleman ? 

A, I do not 

Mr. Erjkinen Look acrofs to the Jury. 

-^. I do not know a Mrs. Coleman now. ' 

^. Did you ever know a Mrs. Coleman ? 

A. I did. 

^. Had you any dealings of any fort with her \ 

A. Certainly, fhe rented a fhop of me. 

^. Had you no dealings of any other fort ? I am not putting | 
queftion of any immoral nature. 

A Certainly I had bufmefs, flie rented a fhop of me. 

^ Is that all ? 

A, She died at my houfe, and I buried hen 

^. Did flie leave any will ? 

A Ves. 

^ Who did flie leave her property to ? 

A. Her property was partly left to one Burroughs, and partly 
to one Jame? Leech. 

^. Who made the will ? 

A. I wrote it. - 

J^ Do you know Mrs. Bifiin ? 
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^Jl. T do not. 

^ You was very ill ufed about that buHnds, in whlcli jou haa 
done nothing but that whidi was right ? 

Gojling. How ill ufed ? , 

Mr. Erjkine* I mean you got into fome difpute and trouble 
about it. 

jf. None at 2JI, I was in no trouble about it 

^ There was no complaint made againft you of any fort ? 

yf. There was no juft caufe of complaint. 

J^ I do not afk whether there was any juft caufe of com- 
plaint, but was there any complaint made againft you by any 
body upon die fubje£b ? 

-//. I cannot fay I recoiled the particular circumftances that 
might pafs, there was a brother by a former hufband who cam6 
up out of the country, 

^ Do not underftand me to be doing fo improper a thing as 
to be imputing any crime to you, and to aik you to reveal it, far 
from it, I only afk whether any body was wicked enough to make 
9Xiy complaint of your conduct in that cafe ? 

>f. I do not know that there was any complaint, 

^ Will you fwear there was none — upon your oath^ was 
there no complaint made againft you upon the fubjeft of this 
wiU? 

J. I cannot tell what complaints may have been made, 

^ Upon your oath, was there not a complaint made againft 
you, to your knowledge, for fabricating this will i 

A, Never, that I know of, 

^. Will you fwear that ? 

A* I will fwear I never heard any fuch thing. 

^. Who was Mr. Leech? 

A* A man who was formerly an apprentice, and kept a Aop 
pearly oppofite, who fet up in oppofition to me, . 

^. In what trade ? 

A> In the Jame bufinefs of a hair-drelTer, 

J^. And that woman died at your houfe and left her property 
tohim? 

Af I did not fay fbe left her property to him, 

A a 4 ^ I afked 



J^ I aflced you to whom (he left her property ? 

A. I told you to be divided equ^y between a periba of the 
name of Burroughs, at Edmonton, and a James Leedu 

J^ Was that Jau^es Leech your rival oppofite ? 

A. No. 

^ Who was that James Leech to whom this womai) lefttfaif 
money ? 

A. A fon of my wife's, 

J^. Who was Burroughs, who was diat odier perfiui \ 

A, A couTm of her's, or fome fuch diing, 

J^. What connexion had you with the woman ? 

A. I had no connexion, any further than rendering her every 
fervicc in my power, during a long illnefs, m which I wa$ at 
iconfiderabie expence, 

^ How long had fhe lodged at your houfe i 

A, I cannot tell exaSIy. 

Jg. A year ? 

jf. I cannot tell. 

^ Will you fwear that ihe lived fix months with jou, i 

A. I do not know the time. 

^ Was it two months ? y T: 

A. It was longer than that, : ./ • j^' 

^ Three months? \V 

A, Longer than that, 

j^ Four months? 

A. I cannot ftate to a month. 

^ Was the will made by an attorney I 

A. It wasnot 

^ By yourfelf ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Am I to take you that you mean to fwear now, thctt no 
complaint was made againft you as having forged that will ? 

A. I fwear, that to the beft of my knowledge or recoUeAioni 
I never heard fuch a thing. 

J^ WilJ you fwear, pofitively, you never have been charged 
with it i a man that is charged with a capital felonv caimoC fbr^ 
fjstitl 

A.liQ 
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A, I do not recoUedJ: that ever I wa5. 

^. Good God ! Do you mean to fw^r that you do nqt re* 
member, whether you was charged with a capital felony or 
not ? 
A, I do not know that I ever was. 

^. Will you fwear, pofitlvely, that no fuch charge wa^ 
brought againft you ? 

A, I can fwear no further than, that to the beft of my know-* 
ledge, it never was. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. A charge brought when and where^ 
it may be a faft within his knowledge, or it may not. 

Mr, Erjkine. I am afking you whether there was not a com« 
plaint made, that you was charged in your own prefence with 
having done it ? 
A. Never, to my knowledge. 

^ Am I to underftand that there was not a complaint made 
in your prefence againft you for having forged that will ? 
A, I do not recolle<Sl that any perfpn ever did. 
^. Wont you go the length of fwearing that nobody ever 
did do fo ? 

A. I can only fpeak to the beft of my recoUedlion and know* 
Jcdge. 

Mr, Garrow. J fubmit to your lordfhip that is the only 
anfwer a witnefs can make to fuch a queftion ? 

Lord ChiffJuftUe Eyre^ Thpre is no occafion for your in- 
^rnipting'the examination, probably, it is an anfwer, but he may 
be prei&d to fee whether he can anfwer farther or not 

Mr^ Erjkine^ Whether any body ever charged you with it 
ia your prefence ? 

A* I never recoiled): that ^ny perfon ever did< 
^ Do you know a Mr. Cox ? 
A. Yes i I know Mr. Cox, a chefemonger, 
^. How long have you known him ? 
A. I cannot e^<S)Jy ftate how lo|ig I haye dealt with him. 
^ Dealt with him in what ? 

4* In cheefemongery ai^d ^u^er^ and things of t;hat kind, and 
fom^ bams, 

^ For 
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J^ For the ufe of your family ? 

A. Yes ; and to fell. 

j^ I thought you were a hair-drcfler ; what, do you deal iii 
hains ? 

jt. My wife kept a (hop of that fort,4ind I drefled hair. 

J^ Have you never had any other fort of dealings with Mr. 
CoX) than that which any man has with a fair tradefman that 
bought hams of him in the ordinary courfe of bufinefs ? 

A No. 

4J; And you fwear that, pofitively ? 

A. I do not remember any thing elfe, if you name any particu* 
far charge, if it comes within my knowledge I will own it. 

Afr. Erjkine. I do not ftand here to make charges. 

Gojling, I purchafed hams of him, and in fome there were 
great holes filled up with mortar and ftones. 

^ Then the hams were of a bad quality, filled up with mor- 
tar and ftones ? 

A, Some of them were. 

^ Then Mr. Cox, the cheefemonger, fcems to have ch^ted 
you? 

A. Certainly; he did not ufe me well when I was ignorant in 
the bufinefs. 

^ Mr. Macnamara came in order to intimidate you from be- 
ing a witnefs here ? 

Lord Chief JuJIict Eyre. Confider whctfier it wiH be pru- 
dent to go into an examination upon that, if Mr. Macnamara has 
been fo imprudent as to go into a CofFee-houfe, and talk to the 
witnefs, it would be at beft an incautious thing for a gentle- 
man to go where the Crown witnefles are, to enter into conrer* 
fation with them ; and, I think^ it bad better not be done, I hopQ 
no other gen tl man will do it, 

Mr. Erjkine. I am fure he did not, 

Mr. Garrow, I fliall examine to it ? 

Mr. Erjkine. You will examine to it when I have done, I 
fuppofe ? 

Am r to underftand you to fay, that you never dealt at dl in 
ftores, I dp not mean to fay difhoneftly or improperly ? 

Gopng. 
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Cojitng, What kind of ftores ? 

Mr> Erjkine. Nlaval ftorcs — fliip ftore$. 

j/. I have purchafed old cordage, bad facking, and fuch kind of 
things 5 but thofe I do not confider to come under the denomina- 
tion of naval ftores, 

^ What were the articles that jrou purchafed ? 

jf. What is commonly called hand-ftuffing, ufed for making of 
papier. 

J^ Did you never fay, I do not afk you whether you did it, 
. becaufe I have no right to do that, but you never faid that you 
was a dealer in raw materials ; that the perfon you fpoke to, afkcd 
you to explain it ; and whether in anfwer to that you faid that 
you attended the fale of his Majefty's ftores at the Dock-yards, 
Jit Sheernefs, and fo on — ^that you were well acquainted with the 
Store-keepers, and that you generally bought them at a fifth of 
their value, by feeing the Store-keepers to condemn them ? 

^. I never faid that — ^I will relate to you one circumftance 
upon which that is taken : — ^I wiflied to get information refpeft- 
ing them, and Mr. Colquhoun would give me credit for that, it 
was upon that very bufinefs I was taken into his employment to 
give intelligertcc refpefting tliat — ^I underftood from HiUier that 
be had a relation who was a Quarter-mafter there, and I wiflied, 
through his means, to obtain information for the fervice of go- 
vernment. 

^. Why you had a great deal upon your hands — you fay you 
|old him the fame as Mr. Worfliip ; you did not tell Mr. Wor- 
ship that ? 

J, I told him I was a dealer in naval ftores. 

^ But did you tell Mr. Worfhip that the way you dealt Was 
.^y feeing the Store-keepers to condemn them ? 

ji.^ No, I did not tell him that. 

^ When you was reproved for that, did you not juftify your 
pondu£t, and fay that you had followed the pr^ftice for years, and 
thought it no crime to cheat the King. 

" A Never, 
^ Was it in the fervice of Mr. Colquhoun, that you bouight 
f hat paper ftufF and things ? 

A. I never 
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A, I never bought any paper ftufF belonging to his Majcfiy 
in my life, upon my oath. 

j^ But I afk you, was you both a dealer in ftores yourfelf 
honcftly ; and was you employed as an informer to prevent other 
people being diflioneft ? 

A. I never had, to my knowledge, any charge brought againft 
me for difhonefty for it — ^I obtained every information I could to 
prevent children and other perfons, that might be tempted to pur- 
loin things — the information was not given againft any perfon, 
but merely liints to prevent pilfering — no perfon was accufed 
upon that informatio-i> nor did I receive any reward for it, 

^ I do not comprehend you, explain to me what was the 
reafon why you told Hillier you had been in the conftant courfe 
of cheating government in that falhion \ 

A, I did not tell Hillier I had been in a conftant courfe of 
cheating the King ; he mentioned to me his having a relation a 
.Quarter-mafter at the yards, and to whom he talked of fending 
fome of the refolutions \ I thought that from him, as it is the 
Quarter-mafter that puts up the ftores, that I might obtain fome 
information relative to thofe ftores, 

^ Is that an anfwer to my queftion ; I afked you why you 
told Air. Hillier you were in the courfe of doing that which you 
Jiave been now ftating ? 

A^ I did not tell him I had been in the courfe of cheating the 
King at a}l, 

^. Nor any thing to that efFeiSl ? 

A. I only told him that I was a dealer in naval ftores, nothing 
further. . 

^. Did you ever tell him that there were great quantities of 
copper conveyed out of the doclcs, and the inaiv)er in which it is 
conveyed out ? 

A. Never, the manner in which it is conveyed out. 

Bl^ Whether you did not tell him the copper was conveyed 
out of the Dock-yards in butter firkins ? 

-//. No ; I have given information to Mr. Colquhoun that 
copper has been fept away, but that was not from the King's 
ftores i but fuppofed to be copper fraudulently conveyed away, 
4 ' ^laJiJ 
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^. I am aflcing yoU, Vrhether you did not tell him you had 
been employed yourfelf in conveying away this copper ? 

J. I never told him that I was employed, I wiflied to gain 
what information I could from him, and that was the fule pur« 
pDfc. 

^ Did you ever tell him that you was acquainted with a 
woman who lived fomewhere about Tooley-ftreet, and that there 
were twelve hundred weight found upon her premifes ? 

A I told him I had heard fuch a feizure had been made, but 
I never faw the woman in my life ; I had heard of it, and merely 
related that I had heard that fuch a thing was the &£t. 

^. Now I have nothing more to afk of you except die dates, 
which you will be fo good as to give me with great corrednefs ; 
what was the firft time that you attended any of thoTe focietles ? 

A The 15th of April ; upon the 14th, I was at a meeting at 
Chalk Farm ; I became a member on the 15th. 

^. You never faw the prifoner at any of thofe meetings ? 

A. I {hould not know his perfon again s I do not know that 
I did? 

^ What part of the meeting was you in at Chalk Farm—* 
was you in the room? 

A, No, out in the grounds in the crowd* 

J^. On what day was you at any divifion pieeting of die 
fociety? . 

A. On the 15th of April. 

^ At what place ? 

A* At the Hope, in Northampton-ftreet. 

^ What was the next time ? 

A, The Monday following, I believe. 

^ I wifh you to be correft ? 

A. I do not know that, I have not every papei- with me. 

^ But fuch papers as you have, that will furnifh me with 
dates, let me have them ? 

A. On Monday following, I was- at Morris's, in Brick-lane. 

^ What number of perfons were there at that time ? 

A» About twenty-five or twenty-fix, I fuppofe. 

^ You did not know their perfons ? 

A. I knew 
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jf. I knew the pcrfons of fome of thcm# 

^ Be fo good as to name them ? 

A. Bennet and Hillier, there were other ^rlclns> Captain 
Williams, I believe, was there, iui American* 

^ And about twenty-four or twenty-five perfons ; now what 
was the next night ? ' 

A. On the Tuefday following, I was at the Hope* 

^ Were Hillier and Bennett there ? 

A. Hillier was there. 

^ How many perfons might be prefent there ? 

A. About feven or eight and twenty. 

^. I underftand you to fay the converfations, you haVe been 
relating, were not accidental ones, but that it was the ge;neral 
(cope of the converfation almoft every night ? 

A. That night at Morris's I did not hear any thing about 
arming. 

^. When did you hear about arming ? 

A. The 22Ld was the night when the delegate Wright made 
that obfervation, and the anfwer was given by Gordon, the 
fecretary. 

i^. What was the next night upon which you heard any of 
thofe abominable expreffions which you have fworn to here ? 
, A. On tiic 29th of April, there was » cOnverlation about 
arming. 

J^ On what night, and at what place was that horrible ex«» 
preflion made ufe of concerning the King ? 

A. That v^as not at a divifion, that was at Hillicr*s boufe* 

J^. What was the date of that? 

A, That was the 25th of April* 

^ Who were prefent ? 

A. A man whofe name I was told was Hickfley, (who intro- 
dttced the fub]e6l by laying, he had received a letter from Shef- 
field,) Hillier, Bennett, another perfon, whofe vam^ I do nol 
know, and another man who appeared to be in liquor* 

^ Are you prepared to fwear pofitivelys that you heard 
thofe expreffions which you have fworn to ? 

A. I have already fworn them, and they are true* 

^ Ani 
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J^ And you ftick to that ? 

v/. I do. 

^ Where was you upon the 29th ? 

A At the Hope. 
. ^ Who were prefent at the Hope ? 

^. There were two divifions met there that night, No.. 1X4 
and No. 6. 

J^ What number were there of each ? 

-//. I fuppofe about forty or fifty perfohs together. 

J^. Were there any expreiEons about arming that night ? 

>f. There was a print propofed by Worfhip the engraver, suid 
recommended to the ufe of the fociety. 

^ Was there any thing. about arming for the purpofe of 
threatening the King, oar overturning the Government ? 

>/. No expreffion of overturning the Government^ but it wa^f 
recommended to them to learn the ufe of arms. 

J^ But was any particular purpofe ftated ? 

jf. I do not recolleft, that there was any particular purpofo) 
ftated. 

J^ At what time, befides the two you have fpoken of, did yov( 
hear the expreffions that you have related ? 

>f. I have, at different times, of which I have not the dateSji 
heard other people fpeaking of it, and approving of it. 

^. Do you mean members of the fociety ? 

A Yes. 

J^. What member ? 

jf. Birks, the fame I faw at Chalk Farm. 

^ What is his Chriftian name ? 

jf, I do not know. 

^ What did Birks fay to you ? 

yf. I do not recoUeft the particular converfation, becauie 1 
£d not minute the words, therefore I will not attempt to fwear 
to the converfation i I likewife heard a man of the name of Kelly^ 
and likewife I heard Eaton talk of arming. 

^ It was aa armed afibciatioa of fixty people ; but armed 
far thofe wicked purpofes you have been talking off 

jf, I heard Kelly £iy fo, after the apprehenfion of Hardy. 

2 Mdwari 
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Edward Go/ltng^ 
Re-examined by Mr. Garrow. 

J^. You faid Worfhip produced an engraving at one of the 
Meetings; caft your eye upon that paper; is that one of the 
engravings he produced ? (Jhewing the witnefs a cdpper-plaU 
print of the manual exercife.) 

A. I believe this to be one of them; this was brought as a 
proof; it was to be publifhed the next day; he brought it to the 
fociety, that they might fee it* 

^. What have the foldiers got upon their heads ? 

A. He mentioned, that they were Sans Cullottes; and the 
caps on their heads were to be coloured red. 

^. This is an engraving of the manual cxercife, and of 
platoon firing ? 
^A. Yes. 

^ ^. When you applied to him, left he fhould fufpe6l you 
were connected with a Magiftrate, you told him you was a Dealer 
ih Naval Stores \ 

A. I did. 

j^ And afterwards, in the reft of the converCition, you kept 
up that reprefentation ? 

A. I did. 

^. How long is ;t ago fmce you gave a note to Mr. Lincoln, 
Mr. Macnamara's Agent ? 

A. I cannot exaftly ftate the time ; about four or five years. 

^. Did you give it to Mr. Macnamara, or to Mr. Lincoln ? 

A, To Mr. Lincoln. 

^. How much was the amount ? 

A, Ten pounds, or ten guineas. 

J^ How much, at this moment, is due upon that note ? 

A. I believe three guineas. 

^ Have you ever had any application from Mr. Macnamara, 
for the money, till after attending this Court, in virtue of his 
Majefty's writ of fubpoena, and among the witnefles for th« 
Cr9wn ? 

A. Ineycr 
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if. I never faw Mr, Macnamara in my life before yefterday, 
not to know him. 

^ I need hardly aft you, whether you had had any pcrfotial 
application from Mr. Macnamara, to pay this money ? 

jf. Never. 

^ Had you had any application, upon his part, till you were 
fubpoened as a witnefs ? 

J. I did not fee him myfelf; I heard Mr. Lincoln had called 
upon me. 

^ How long ago ? 

j/. Three or four years aga 

^ Did Mr. Macnamara come to you alone ? 

v/. I was fitting at dinner; a perfon came, and faid, fome 
perfon came to fpeak to mc ; I found Mr. Macnamara alone* 

^ He faid he came out of humanity to you ? 

jf. He faid, that be was a man of property, and had a large 
cftate in the country; that he was a friend to the King and 
Conftitution ; that he would fee ftrifl juftice done; and he came 
out of humanity to me to let me know, that this would be 
produced againft me in Court* 

J^. If what? 

J. He did not fay what. 

J^ Did Mr. Macnamara demand the money, or defire you 
to pay it ? 

yf. He aiked me, if I remembered the circumftance; I faid 
it was an improper place to enter into an explanation; I did 
not know Mr. Macnamara's perfon ; I told him, if he did, I muft 
meet it in Court* 

^ You have been aflced a vaft number of queftions, re- 
fpe£ling Mrs. Coleman's will ; was there any fuit inftituted to 
difpute the legality of that wiU ? 

j/n None. 

^ Was there any profecution for that which is called the 
fcrgery of it ? 

jf. None. 

^ Was there ever, to your knowledge, any complaint mado 
againft you, that there was any thing foul in the traniaflion f 
you Ih B b 4. Nat 
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4f Not Aat I know of; the brodier teame to town, and 
appeared perfe£^ly fatisfied ? 

^ Was it| upon yqur oath, a fair» honeft traiifa£tion| a» far 
as you had any thing to do with it^ aye or no ? 

JL It waSt 



2? nm being Half paft One e'^Qock^ 9n Friday JUarning^ t^$ 
Qourt adjourned to J^nf o^Qh^i^ 
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SESSION HOUSE tS THE OLD BAILEY, 
Friday^ O^ober the 31^, 1794. 

FRESJKKT, 

Xord Chief Juftice EYRE; 

Lord Chief Baron MACDONALDj 

Mr. Baron HOTHAM$ 

Mr. Juftice BULLER; 

Mr. Juftice GROSE; 

And others his Majcfty*s Juftices, &c. 

Thomas Hardy fet to tbi bar^ 

Mr. Attorney General. Your Lordfliip will recolIe<3:, that 
h/Lu Gofling, laft night, fpoke of a converiation, in Newgate, at 
which perfons of the names of RouiTel and Hillier were prelent. 
We are now going to prove^ diat RoufTel was a Member of 
the London Correfponding Society, with a view to produce fcnne 
papers found upon him, 

Mr. John Gurhett called, 
j^. Did you find that paper ? 
/f. Yes^ I found it at Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

[It was read,] 

« 12th July J 1792. 

? Divifion 37, Number 47, Mr. Rouflel, No. 4, Shepherd* 
«* ftreet, New Bond-ftreet." 

Mrp Bernard Bailey (fworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Attorney GeneraL 
J^ Look at that book, (Jhewing the wttnefs a pamphlet^ en^ 
iitUdj << Explanathn of an Engraving of the Manual Exercife^ 
^nd Platoon Firing 'i^) has that your hand-writing upon it ? 
. jL Ithas» 

B b 2 ^ Where 
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^ Where did you fin^ diat ? 

v£ I found it in Mr. Roufler$ apartment 

j^. Look at that fong ? (Jhewing it to the witnefs.) * 

jt This has my hand-wri^e op it| | found this in Mti 

Rouflel*^ apartment. 
^ Where vas Rouflel^s apartment ? 
A In George-ftreet, Black-firiars \ Rouflcl was prefent at tbQ 

time. 

Mr. Bernard Bailey^ 
CJrofs-examined by Mr. Qibts. 

^ Who was with you, when you found thefe papers ? 

v/. John Coomber, an officer* 

^ WJio deflfed you to go ? 

jf. Mr. Wickham, a Magiftratc, 

jg. When did you find them ? 

jf. On the 19th of May. 

Jilr. Gibbs. I fubmit to your Lordfhip, that, according to the 
rule laid down yefterday, the fong is not evidence, being found 
after Mr, Hardy was taken up. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. I wiih it had been obferve^ 
before. 

Mr, Gibbs. I wifh it had ; but I did not know it tiU I 
came to the crofs-examination of the witnefb, 

\The Court ordered the Song to be firuck out of tht. 
fuidefjfce.l 

Mr. Attorney General. I fubmit to your Lordihip, that 
the book muft be evidence; bepiufe the bpok, your Lbrdfliip 
/ees, is an explanation of the engraved plate, whidi has been 
produced, and which was found before the prifoner was m 
cuftody. 

Mr. Gibbs* How do I know> that thia was not printed 
lifter the apprch^on of Mr. Hardy? 

: . S 
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tor J Oiirf Juftice Byre. The other Was founcl before i^-* 
tiie material objection is, that this may have been printed after* 
Wards; — ^it was found afterwards, and there is no evidence of 
its ekiftence before; therefore it muft be reje£ted, uhlefs ygu 
are prepared to (hew, that die printihg exifted before* 

Afr. Attorney Generah The papers I am now going to 
produce were found, one in the cuftody of Mr. Martin, the 
other of Mr. ThelwaU; diey were found in their cuftody .cer* 
tainly after the prifoner was apprehended, but they bear date in 
April, 1794-i and they appear, upon the face of tfaen^ to have 
been prepared for the Chalk Farm Meeting. 

Air. Qibbs. I only wiih to have your Lordfhips opinion; 
I do not mean to take up the time of the Court; it feems to 
me, that there is certainly the fame objedion to this paper, as to 
tfaofe which were oiFered before, of whatever date they may be, 
unleis they can prove, either that they were in the poiTeiEon of 
the prifoner^ or of fome Member df the London Correfponding 
Society, before he was apprehended^ or that he put that date to 
them ; the circumftance and bearing of the date certainly is not 
evidence. 

Mr. Attorney Generah Suppofing the objection to be well 
founded) which I do not admit, I believe I can prove, that the 
paper had an adual exiftence in die month of April, 1794* 
. Mr. Gibhs. Prove they exifted in die poflfeffion of fome 
Member of the London Correfponding Society* 

Mn Attorney General. I will prove, diat diey exifted in die 
poflfeffion dP Mn Mardn^ 

Mn John Groves (fworn») 
Examined by Mr, Law* 

J^ Welte you prefent at the Globe Tavern, in the Strand, 
on the 20th of January, 1794 ? 

A^ 1 waSk 
. J^ At a General Meeting of die London Correfpondipg 
Society? 
, 4t It was« 

B b 3 $:Wz% 
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^ Was you a member ot Asit fociety I 

jt. No, not aft that time. 

J^ When did you become a member of that focicty f 

^. Very early in the month of February, 

^ Did you make any oliiervations of die proceedings \fbith 
took {daoe on the 20th of January> 1794 i 

iff* ies» 

^ Wliat was your inducement to become a member ef that^ 
Ibcicty ? 

A. I 'wds defired ib to do. 

^ You became a member for the pwrpofe of difcovering Aeir 
I^Foceedings ? 

J. I was defired by a particular gentleman to go Acre for 
Aat purpofe, whofe name I will mention^ if you c^tife it- 

^ There is no occafion for mentioning the name, rdate as^ 
well as you can what paiTed on the 2odi of January, {7949 at the 
Globe Tavern? 

J. There was a very great aflembly of people there^ and I 
believe Mr. Martin was called to the chair, who read an adSrefSy 
and I bdieve a Mr. Ritcher afterwards r^d it over again, 

^ Do yott recolleft any particular toaft that was drank upon. 
Aat occ^on ? 

J. I do not recoSeS any pordcular toeft now> hot a great 
iMimber were read^ and by the paper that was fH-inted I fiiould be 
able to refrefli my memory. 

^ You have no paper that you had at the time f 

jf. I have none. 

^. Do you recolle<Sl any conver&tion heH by any of tiic 
members of that Ciciety at tfiat meeting — what was the lan- 
guage I 

A. In general the language was univerfal fufFrage and annual 
parliaments ; they were met for that purpofe. 

' -^ Was it menticmed in that focicty by What means ifaofe ob- 
jefts were to be obtained I 

A. Not that day 5 I heard nfothing that day about the meafts* 

J^ Did you hear at any fiibfeq,uent meeting any converfiitiort 

ft 
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Itidi any mcDiber of the Correfpondaag Society by yAlMt meansi 
that chjeSt was to be obtained i 

A. I alw^ays underftood Aat they were to be €4>taified— -*— 

Mr\ Gibbs. We don't mind what yo« always underftood, tt'^ 
late what any body faid. 

Mr. Lawi What was publickly profefled in any of the mpet« 
ings of that fociety to be the obje<5^ and the means i 

A. By enlightening the minds of the lower orders of die peo- 
j)Ie, to give them opportunities of inftruAion, that Ihey might 
know what the natural freedom of all mankind was^ 

J^. Did they &y how they were to carry into eflfed that pUr-^ 
tK>fe? 

A. By the diftribution of certain papers calculated for &eir 
tinderftandifigs. 

Afr» Gibbs. Does your lordflilp think that this fort of exami* 
nation ought to go on widioiit mentioning the name of any perfoH 
from whom it came 5 it isj your lordihip fees^ utterly impoftWe 
for us to have an opportunity of contradicting this kind of evi^ 
dencei 

Lord Chief juftke Eyre. If he knows who the perfons Were 
who nientbned thefe particulars he is now ftating, he ought to 
give dieir names ; i/ he does not know die names of the -per- 
fons, he fliould date it as being faid by perfens of diat fo- 
ciety* 

Mr. Lawk Do you reijtlieft any Cdnverifatton held by perforts 
whom you recolle<3 to have been members of the London Cor- 
refponding Society rdpefling the means by which thefe objefis 
'twere to be obtained .' 

Ai I cannot recoUeft aiiy particular perfon 5 but I may venture 
to fey it was the genoral voice of the fociety^ 

^ Did you hear any thing publicly exprefled in the fociety " 
about arms ? ' . 

A, No, never* 

^ Was you prefent at any leSare of Mr. Thelwall's ?- 

A. I have t#» or three times 'been therCrf 

^ What was Ac fort of exhortation, the objeft of thofe leci 
.tares ? 

Bb4 /f' Thj* 
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i A^ That is a matter of opinion L believe, if I am adiowed fo 
give my opinion upon thofe le£tures I will. 

^^ I am not afldng your opiifiion of their general tendeJlcy^ 
but what was the fubftance of them i .. 

A. It was a general abufe of adminiftration altogether* 
, J^ Did he fpcak of the branches of the legiflature ? 

A. Certainly^ in dieir refpe6live capacities. 
. ^ In what manner did he reprefent them? 

A^ In every way that was truly ridiculous. 

^ In what manner did be fpeak of his niajefty ? 
^ A* In terms of contempt. . . 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. What were thofe terms of con- 
tempt? 

A, I have heard him make ufe of the word Solomon. 
. ^ Did you ever hear him fpeak of the Houfe of Lords and 
^peakof the utility or inutility of that branch of legiflature? 
. A. I have, 
, ^ What did he iay about the Houfe of Lords? 

A. He fitid that it was an ariftocratic branch that fwallowed »p 
almoft every other fundion of the government. 

^ Did he reccxnmend the abdition (^ any of thofe parts ? 

A* A ns^w modellation he recommended. ;; 
. , J^. In what manner did he recommend them to be new mo* 
delled? 

A. By the general fenie of the country. 

^ How to betaken? 

Ab By annual parliaments and univer£d fuffirage. 

j^. Did he recommend any particular means of obtaining thoic 
annual parliaments ? 

A. If I underftood him right, his meaning was 

^ Did you ever hear him mention a convention ? 

A. Yes, by calling together the whole body of the people.^ 

^ Did he recommend that meafure ? 

A. He certainly did. 

^ He recommended a convention for the purpofe of new mo* 
llctlling the government and obtaining annual parliaments aiid 
ttniverial fuffirage? 
t A. Yes. 
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^ Was you prefent at Chalk Farm? 

^. I was. 

J^ On what day was you there ? 

A. If I recoiled right, the 14th of April* 1 

^ Was there a very large aflembly of perfons there ? 

j1. There was a very large afleiiAly of perfons there. 

^ Do you know the perfons of any prefent i 

A. I do now know, I was not then fufEciently acquainted to 
defcribe them, but fmce I have had means of knowledge. 

J^ Do you know the prifoner ? 

A. Yes, 

J^. Was he among the perfons prefent ? 

A. He was. 
^ J^ Who was in the chair ? 
- A. I believe a man of the name of Lovett. 

^ What pafled at that meeting? 

A There was a letter read from a fociety called die Fiiends 
•f the People, whidi letter contained-^-— - 
. LardChitfJufttce Eyre* No matter, you nuift not ftate the 
contents of die letter. 

\ Mr. Law* StMe any conver&don and tran£i6lions at that 
meeting wUch you reooUed by any perfons whom you have fince 
known to be members of the London Correfponding Society, 
what was propofed to be done there? 

A. The propoial was, that there (hould be an addre& 

^ Have you no odier recoUe£tion of what you heard read or 
%Kiken? 

A. If I may be allowed to lode at a paper I have in my 
pocket. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre^ If he can fpeak to any particulars 
diat happened there beyond the addrefs, and what is contained in 
the addrefs, to be iare itwill be proper to examine him to it; I 
believe the addrefs is in evidence* 

, Mr. jtot4rmy*G0neral. It has not yet been re^, but I am 
going to read it . . . 

■ . . . / Mr. 
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Afr. Lmv. Were any primed papers clelirere<i at <liat 0ieet;#^ 
ing? 
jf. There were. 
^ Have you any of them t 
jL I have, [produces a topy) 

tt was nad* 

^ At a Gineral Meeting of the Londdn Correiponding Society^ 
«* held on the Gceen, at Chalk Farm, on Monday the 14/* of 
^ AprUy 1794, J.LovETT in the Chairj the following letters 
« were read: 

« To the Chairman of the Society of the Friends of the PeoipUo 

« Sir, 

^ At a crifis /o important as the pre&at diere neeis reS apcdogy 
^ on the part of the > London Correfponding Society^ ibr addreiT* 
^ ing itfelf to all other aiTociated Societiefti irfaohave iiC view the 
^ beaoc Dbje£k as diemiblves* 

^ To the < Society ofihe Priende^tbe PttpUi arguments artt 
^ not Mmtiag to fliew the iiiipoilBnc& and aUbiute iKceffity of 3 
^ full and fair Reprefentation of the People of Great Britaiii^ 
<f }%^Jiave inveftigated die fuhjed Ibr thenfclves; ^^7 have 
^ cKpofed to the ivvMTld a ferm of plain jnd tndi^Mtable b&lt^ 
^ iriiicb nauft exoite in the mind of ^ev«ry iitiasi ipeli difpofed tcf 
^ his country, apprehenfions of aUrm £»r <lie ftcitrky of die few 
** remaining veftiges of Lil^rty, fom wbidH as. Britons, we de-« 
S. rhie conibbtion* 

«* Deeply impreffed with confiderations of this nature, di$ 
^ LoodffliCorre^iavliAg Society .cameftiyfoHdts, at diis tine^ 
^ the concurrence and affiitance of the Society of the Friends of, 
^ the People^ ixi afiembling, as fpeedily as the nature of die bi^ 
^ tfifiefs wili admit, a Convention di die Friends of Fceedom, tfbr 
^ dii3 fwpdQAi'^MSkmOkg^ix^ a jkgal4Mdcanftitiidanaliik0diod/« 
^ full and efFedlual reprefentatioiu 

"^ OiirreqMftUtiothitdei)fo«iheimfrcfiwi»^cfdit«»^^ 
^ but after the maturefl deliberations on the value isMii impMt^ 
^ smce of the obje<St for which we are contending^ and of the 

^ di£Slculties 
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^ iBfliculfies V9t may expeSt from thofe whde prdent intereftt 
•* render them hoftile to the welfare of their country. 

^ Th« oppofition of fuch pcrfons is no fmall argument for the 
« goodnefs of our caufe; and their late conduct when compared 
^ with Aeir fonner profeflions, exhibits a depravity, unparalltll* 
•* ed, we truft, on die page of hiftory. 

* Under the aufpices of apoftate reformers, we have lately be« 
^ held ferious and alarming encroachments on die Liberties oT 
« the Peojde, 

^ We have feen widi indignation and horror men legally and 
** fe0C€ahly aflembled, difperfed by unconftitutional powers,^ and 
^ their papers feized. 

** We have feen fome of otir moft virtuous brethren, whofe 
«• cMJy crime hat been an imitation of Mr. Pitt, and his aflb-.' 

* ciates, fentenced to fourteen years tranfportation, without the 
« fandion of law or even of precedent, of which number, one 
« was held up in the Britilh Parliament as canviSfed and con^ 
^ demntd^ before he was even put upon his trial, 

' ** The infidious attempts alio to introduce foretgn troops into 
^ this country, without the confent of parliament^ and the in-' 
•• tended bill to embody fbneigners into his Majefty's fervicc, are 
•• mes&res fiilRciently calculated to awaken our fears for the ex- 

* iftenfie even of Ae name of Liberty. Nor can we ov^'look that 
" part of the prefentfyflem of corruption, which maintains out of 
^ the public plunder, a train of fpies, more dangerous to fociety 
^ ihaa fo maay al&iKfis, whefe avowed buitneis is to deftroy the 

* friends of the country, one by one^ 

• Thefe are grievances which demand immediate rerfrefe, and 
•* when added to thofe evils which ase neceffiuily conne6bed with * 

* every fmrti^ vepcelentaden of the People^ call for the ftrentious' ' 
•^ exertions rfevery lover of his country. 

'* ** B»t we are tdd Aat die prefent is not Ae time for Reform, 
^ and that innovation may intnsduce diftufbance. Are thole 
•• perfons to judge of the proper time to make Reform, who exifl 
•* only by corruptien ? Are the People of Britain to endure 
^ every Aing wi Aoirt repining^ without ardently feeking.a radical 

* Reform^ becaufe difturbances moy happen ? Have the enemies. 

« t« 



f 38o ) 

^ to Reform told us whence thefe difturbances are to odgiitate ^^• 
•* Has a fmgle overt adl been committed by the friends to Free-* 
^ dom ? Have not all the riots, all the public difturbances, all 
*^ the feditious aftemblics been excited by the enemies to Reform ? 
^. And do they mean to tell us that they will ftill find other in* 
** ftruments for their wicked defignss diat they have yet thofo 
*^ who will ad over again the outrages that have been perpc* 
^ trated in fome parts of Britain, and attempted in others ? 

** If fuch is the determination of thofe perfons ho/iile to a fait^ 
•* Reprefentation, let them look to the confequencesy but let them 
^ recolle£t that it has happened, and may happen again, that thofe 
** who kindled the flames have periihed by them. 

^^ The friends to Reform are friends to Peace^ their principles 
^^ can be promoted only by peaceable means, they know of tio 
** other method of obtaining the obje£t they defire. But diey 
^ will not be alarmed by the threats of venal apojlatiis^ they will 
^^ not draw back becauie they have feen fome of their beft 
** friends doomed to exile. They will purfue thecourfe in 
^ which they have begun, and turn neither to the right nor ta 
« the left. 

^ Convinced as the London Correfponding Society is, that as 
** there is no Power which ought, fo there is no Power which can 
^ finally withftand the juft and fteady demands of a People re^ 
•* iblved to be Free j they will therefore look with confidence ta 
** the determination, and they hope to the cooperation of the * &- 
^ ciety of the Friends of the People,^ in the attainment of an obje<9: 
" which involves the deareft .interefts of fociety, 

<^ Convinced alfo that their intentions are of the pureft kiiid^ 
^ they will never ftoop to anfwer the calumnies of their enemies ; 
^ but will at all times, and in all circumftances, endeavour, by 
^ firmnefs and perfeverance, to deferve the countenance and ap« 
" probation of die beft friends .of their country, the friends of a 
•* fair Reprefentation of the Peopk of Great Britain* 

^ I am, Sir^ 
^ For the London Correfponding Societyf 
« April, 4, 1794. "^ THOMAS HARDY, Sec*' 

^ COM^ 
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« COMMITTEE ROOM, 

" Frith-ftreet, April ii, 1794. 

«* Sir, 

« Your letter of. the 4th inftant, addrefled to Mr. Sheri- 

** DAN, Chairman of the FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, 

*^ was laid before that SOCIETY at their Meetings on Satur* 

*' day laft ; and they inftrufted their Committee to thank the 

« LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY for their 

** communication, and to exprefs the alarm they feel in common 

** with every Friend of Liberty, at the late extraordinary pro^ 

^ ceedings of Government, fo ably detailed, and fo juftly repro- 

*' bated by your Society* They affure you that all the Friends 

** of Reform, may * look with confidence to the determina'tion 

^ and co-operation' of this Society in' every peaceable and con-. 

** ftitational meafure, which fhall appear to them calculated to 

** promote the objeft of their inftitution ; but they do not think 

*" Aat which is recommended in your letter, is likely to ferve its 

^ profefled purpofe. They fear it will furnifh the Enemies of 

^ Reform with the means of calumniating its Advocates, and fo 

^ fax from forwarding the caufe, will deter many ^rom connte- 

«* naticihg that which they approve. For thefe reafons,^ the 

*' Friends of die People muft. decline to fend Delegates to the 

•' Convention propofed by the London Corrcfponding Society: 

«t —At the fame time, they renew their affurances of good will, 

<*. and defire of preferving a proper underftanding and cordiality 

•* among all the Friends of Parliamentary R:eform, notwithftand- 

^' ing any difference of opinion Aat may occur as to the beft 

f< method of accomplifhing it. 

» In the Name, and by Order, of the Committee, 

(Signed) ^ W. BRETTON, Chairman,*^ 
f< To Mr.T. Hardy, Secretary to the 
^' London Correfponding Society,'* 



M^, Law, Was that letter from the Friends of the People 
/ead there i 
A. It was. 
^ How was it received \ 

■ , 4. With 
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A, With univerial filence, I bdievc, I do not recoIIe£t aityapM 
probation of it 

^ Do you rccolIe£t any marks of the contrary ? 
. A. Yes, there was fome few fell a' biffing. 

» Tin folUwing RESOLUTIONS wen thin fajgii Utuini^ 

« mffufly : 
•* Refolved Unantmoufly, 

^ L That this Society have beheld with riAng indigna&»f^ 
^ proportioned to the enormity of the evil, the late rapid adrancet 
^ of defpotiftn In Britain} the invafion of public fecurity; the 
^ contempt of popular opinion ; and the vidation of all tbofe 
^ provifions of the Confutation intended to proted the People 
^ againft the encroachments of Power and Prerogative. 

^ IL That our abhorrence and deteftation have been partial* 
^ larly called forth by the late arbitrary and flagitious proceed- 
^ 11^ of the Court of Jufticiary in Sootland, where all die doc* 
^ trines and praftices of the Star Chamber^ in the times of 
^ Charles the Firft, have been revived and aggravated % an4 
*^ where ieiitences have been pronounced in open violation of all 
^ Law and Juftice, which muft ftrike deep into the heart ef 
^ every man> the melancholy convidion that Britons aE£ no 
*• I.0NCER Free. 

<< III. That die whole Proceedings of the late Br Mjb Con« 
^ vention of the People at Edinburgh, are fuch as claim our ap* 
^ probation ^and applauie. 

" IV, That the conduS of Citizens Margarot and Ge-» 
•* RALD in particular, by its ftri6t conformity with our wiihes 
^ and inftru£lions, and die ability, firmnefs, and difinterefted Pa- 
^ triotifm which it fo eminendy-difplayed, has infpired an en- 
^ thufiafin of Zeal and Attachment whkh no time can obliteiate, 
■* and no perfecution remove j and that we will preferve their 
" names engraven on our hearts tiU we have an opportunity to 
^ reArefe. their wrongs. 

" V^ That any attempt to violate thofe yet remaining Laws^ 
•^ which were intended for the Security of Englilhmcn againft 
* die Tyranny of Courts and Minifters, and ^ Corruption of 

^ dependent 
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^ dqiendent Judges, by vefting in fuch Judges a Jcgllhtive or 
^ arbitrary power, (fudi as has lately been exercifed by the Court 
^ of Jufticiary in Scotland) ought to be confidered as difloLving 
<< entirely the ibcial compact between the EnglUh Nation aiid 
^ their Governors; and driving them to an immediate appeal t^ 
^ that incontrovertible maxim of eternal Juitice, that the fafetf 
^ of the People is the supRSMfi, and in cafes of neeeffityj thw 
*' ONLY Law, 

^ VL That the arming and diiclplining In this Countrjs 
^^ either with or without the confent of Parliament, any Bands of 
^ Emigrants and Foreigners^ driven from their own Country for 
*^ their known attachment to an infamous despotism, is aa 
^^ outrageous attempt to overawe and intimidate the free fpirit of 
^ Britons; to fubjugate them to an army of mercenary C\x^ 
** throats, whofe views and intereji muft of neceffity be in direft 
^^ oppofltion to thofe of the Nation, and that no pretence whatm, 
" ever ought to iqduce the people to fubmit to fo uncori/iitu^ 
*' tional a meafure* 

^ VIL That die unconftitutional projed of railing money and 
^ troops by forced benevdences (and no benevolences collwded 
^^ upon requiAtion from the King or his Mintftcrs can ever in 
^ reality be voluntary) and the equally unjuftifiable meafure of 
" arming one part of the People againft the other, brought 
" Charles the Firft to the block, and drove James the Second and 
" his pofterity from the Throne; and that confequently Mini- 
** fters in advifmg fuch Meafures, ought to confider whether they 
^ are not guilty of High Treafon, 

** VIII, That this Society have beheld with confiderable plea^ 
^ fure the confifient refpeSi which the Houfe of Lords difplayed 
^ for their own Conftitutional Rules and Orders, on the fourth of 
^ the prefent month, upon the motion of Earl Stanhope, con^ 
^ cemmg die interference <^ Mimflers in the Internal Govern^ 
^^ ment of France ; and that it is the firm convidion of this So* 
^ ciety, that this circumftance when properly detailed, will have 
^ a confiderable effe6l in convincing the country at large, of the 
•'true dignity and utility of that branch of HIS MAJESTY'* 
•f f AHWAMENT, 

^ IX. Tliat 
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« IX. TTi»t|hc Thanks of this Meeting be given to EARt 

• Stanhope, for his manly and patriotic conduft during the 
•* prefent Seffion of Pariiament} a conduft which (unfupported 
^ as it has been in the Senate, of which he is fo truly honourable 
^ a Member) has, togedier with the timely interference of cer- 
•* tain fpirited and patriotic AfTociations, been neverthelefe al- 
^ ready produdive of the fahitary effed of chafing the Heffian 

• and Hanoverian Mercenaries from our Coafts ; who, but for 
** diefe exertions, might have been marched perhaps, ere this, into 
•* the very heart of the Country, together with others of their 
« Countrymen, to have peopled the Barracks^ which every 
** where infiilt the Eyes of Britons* 

•* X. That it is the firm conviftion of this Society, that a 
** fteady perfcverance in the fame bold and energetic fentiments, 
** which have lately been avowed by the Friends of Freedom, 
** cannot fall of crowning with ultimate triumph, the virtuous 
" Caufe in which we are engaged, fince whatever may be the 
** interefted Opinion of Hereditary Senators, or packed Majori* 
** ties of pretended Reprefentatives ; Truth and Liberty in an 
^ age fo enlightenejl as the prefent, muft be Invincible and 
•* Omnipotent.'^ 



^ This Society having already addreffed M. Margarot, t^eir 
** Delegate, an ADPRESS to JOSEPH GERALD was 
•* read as follows^ and carried unanimoujiy. 

•» To JOSEPH GERALD, a prifoner fintenced by the High 

«* Court of Jufticiary of Scotland^ to TranfportaUon beyond 

♦^ the Seas for FOURTEEN YEARS ! 

<^ We behold in you our beloved and refpe£led friend and fel- 

•* low-citizen, a Martyr to the Glorious Caufe of Equal Rcpre- 

^ fentation, and we cannot permit yqu to leave this degraded 

^ Country without exprefling ti^e infinite obligations the people 

^ at large, and we in particular, owe to you for your very fpirited 

** exertions in that caufe qpon every occafion ; but upon none 

♦* more confpicuoufly, than during the fitting of the BritisAl 

•* CoNVjtNTiON pf the P£OPLE at Edinburgh, and die confer 

«4 cjuer* 
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• qWeht proceeding (v^civtll not call it trial) at the bar of the 
** Court of Jufticiary; 

" We know not which moft deferve^ our admiration, the fplen* 
** did talents with which you are fo eminently diftinguiflied j the 
" exalted virtues by which they have been direfted i the perfevc- 
" ranee and undaunted firmnefs which you fo nobly difplayed in 
** refitting the wrongs of your infultedand oppreffed country ; or 
*• your prefent manly and philofophical fufFering under an arbi^ 
«* trary^ and till of late unprecedented fentence : a fentence one 
^ of the moft vindiftive and cruel that has been pronounced fince 
** the days of that moji infamous and ever-io-be^ditefied Court of 
** Star Chamber^ the enormous tyranny of which coft the firft 
** Charfes his head. 

" To you and your afTociates N«re feci oiirfekes moft deeply in*- 
^ debted* For us it is that you are fuffering the fentence of 
•* Tranfpdrtation with felons, the vileft outcafts of Society ! For 
** us it is that you are doomed to the inhofpitable fliores of NeW 
" Holland ; where^ however, we doubt not y6u will experience 

* cohfiderable alleviation by the remembrance of that virtUous 
** CONDUCT for which it is impded on you, and by thfe fincerii 
** regard and efteem of your Fellow CitiaenSi 

« The Equal Laws of this Country have,, for agefe paft, been 
*« the boaft of its inhaWtahtS! Biit whither are Aey now fled f 
^ We are animated by the fame fentimentSi ai*e daily rofieadng 
" the fame words^ and feommitting the fame a£tion^ foe which 
" you are thus infemoufly fentenced; and We will' repeat and 
^ commit them until we have obtained redrefs \ yet we are un^ 
«< puriiflied ! either therefore the law is Unjuft towards you in in- 
^ &\&Ang Pwiijhmeni on the Exertions of Virtue and TaleHiSj or 
" it ought not to- deprive us of our jhare in the Glory of 
** the* Martyrdom^ 

** We again, therefore^ pledge ourfelvies tO you and to our 
^ country, never to ceafe demanding our Rights from thofe 
" who have ufurped them^ until having obtained an Equal Repre- 
^ fcntaiioii of the People, we (hall be enabled to hail you once 
*< more with Triumph'ta your native country* ^Wewiihyou 

Vol. IL ' C c « Health 
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« Health and Happinefs j and be affured we never, never fhsSk 
^ forget your Name^ your Virtues^ nor youR Great Ex-^ 

^ AMPLE. 

^ The London Correfponding Society^ 

« JOHN LOVETT, Chairman. 
" THOMAS HARDY, Secretary. 
« The 14th of April, 1794." 



" // was alfo unanimoujly refolvedy 

** That the Committee of Correfpondence be directed to con* 
^ vey the approbation of this Society — ^I. To Archibald Hamil- 
** ton Rowan, prifoner in the Newgate of the city of Dublin, 
« for his unlhaken attachment to the people, and for his fpirited 
■* aflertion of their rights. > 

** 11. To John Philpot Curran for his admirable and energe- 
** tic defence of A. H. Rowan, and the principles of Liberty, 
" as well as for his patriotic conduft in Parliment. 

" IIL To the Society of United Irifhmen in Dublin, and to^ 
** exhort them to perfevere in their exertions to obtain juftice 
** for the people of Ireland. 

" IV. To Skirving, Palmer and Muir,,fufFering the £une ini-« 
^ quitous fentences, and in the fame caufe widi our Delegates. 

•* V. To John Clark, and Alexander Reid, for their To readily 
^ and difintereftedly giving bail for our Delegates, inftigated 
^ thereto fi>lely by their attachment to Liberty, uninfluenced by 
^ any periboal confideration. 

*^ VL To Adam Gillies, Malcolm Laing, and James Gibfon^ 
^ for their able affiftance given to Jofeph Gerald, at the bar of 
^ die High Court of Jufticiary at Edinburgh. 

" Vn. To felicitate Thomas Walker, of Manchcfter, and 
^ the people at large on the event of his, as well as feveral other 
^ late trials, and on die developement of the infamy of a fjflem 
^ of Spies and Informers. 

** VIII. To Sir Jofeph Mawbey, for his manly conduft at 
? the late (iirreptitious Meeting held at Epfom in Surrey. 

« It 
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^* It was aifo uhanimoufly Refblved^ 
" That Two Hundred Thoufand Copies of Ac Proceedings 
" and Refolutions of this Meeting be printed and publifhed, 

f^ J. LOVETT, Chairman. 
« T. HARDY, Secretary. 
»' Refolved, 
*' That the thanks of this meeting be given td the Chairmail, 
*« for his manly and impartial conduft this day* 

« T. HARDY, Secretary.** 



A^r. Lawt With whom did you go to this meeting t 

A. I went from a place in Store-ftreet^ Tottenham-court-r<)a(l| 
ft good part of the way with Mr. Thelwall. 

^ How came you to know that the meeting was to be held 
At Chalk Farm, had you any reafon to expe6k it to be held at 
any other place ? 

A^ I had reafon at iirft to believe it would be held in Stoics 
ftrcet. 

^ Was the change of place intimated to you f . 

A^ Not till after I got to Stx>re-ftreet« 

^. Who told you it was to be at Chalk Farm I 

A. ThdwalL . 

^ Did he tell you why it was given out to be held in Store* 
fireet? 

^. If I rdQoUed right, he told me the reafon given out of its 
being to be held in Store-ftreet, was an imagination of the ma** 
giftracy interfering to prevent, the meetings 

J^ Wel:e there any written or printed papers giving notice 
at Store-ftreet, informing perfons the meeting would be held at 
Chalk Farm? 

A. Yes ; a written notice of it.put.upon the door* 

4^. Who propofed Mr» Lovett's being put in the chair J 

A% I cannot &y. 

S^ Who were the principal perfons who fpoke and a£led in, 
diat meeting. 
, A. }Ax. Lovett, Mn Richter^ Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Hodfon. 

C c a ^ Di4 
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j^. Did Mr^ Thelwalt make a fpeech at that meeting T 

A. Two or three* 

^ Do you recoiled): anydiing particular in either of thofe' 
fpeeches refpeifting fpies or informers! 

A. There was a clamour went round that there were fpies and 
informers there ; Mr« Thelwall was for admitting all ^ies and 
informers^ there^ becaufe the number of the members of the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society, could be no agreeable news to the 
miniften 

^. Who read the refolutlons ? 

A. I think Mr. Richter. 

^ Do you remember any objeftion being made to the words 
*<' a Britifb' Senate)'*" in one of thofe refolutions ? 

A. I think there was. 

^. By wh<Mn was that objeftion made ? 

A. Icannot tell« 

^ Do you recolleft Mr. Thelwall faying any thing iipcwi- 
thacfubjeai? 

A. As jar as my belief goes, I can (ay, but no further. 

§1* After that meeting was over, where did you adjourn to; 
where did you fpend your evening j do you recoiled^ any thing 
particular that Mr* Hardy (aid or <iidat that meeting ? 

A. I only recollect Mr. Hardy fpeaking three word»: Mr. 
Richter was reading, and in the midft of his reacUng he ftopt 
Ihort to make fome obfervations of his own ; Mr. Hardy, who 
ftood below, faid, looking up to him^ read, Sir, without com- 
ment; diat was all he faid, and that is the whole I recoiled of' 
Mr. Hard3r's (aying any thing at all. 

Lord Chief Juftm Eyre. What wad Richter reading at that 
dme? 

A. The paper diat has been juft read. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Which of thofe papers ? 

A. The Addrefs of the London Coprefponding. Society. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. The General Addrefs ; the Ad- 
drefs to Margarotj or, the Approbation (rf* Hamilton Rowan, 
and the reft ? 

A. I mean the General Addrefst 

4fr. 
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Mr. Law* Do you remember any mention of a future 
meeting to be held of the fociety ? 

A* There was a talk of a meeeting to be called again foon* 

^ Do you recoUefl who mentioned that ? 

A. No. 

^ After the bufinefs of the day was over, where did you ad- 
journ to for fupper ? 

A> I went to the divifion room in Comptoii'^fteet 

^. Were fuppers provided at other diviiions ? 

A. I do not know, I never went to any but my own divifion. 

^ Who was chairman? 

A. Mr, Thelwall 

^. Do you recollect any remarkable language ufed by Thel« 
ivall during fupper, or in the courfe of that evening ? 

A* I heard fomething which very much aftonifhed me. 

^ What was it? 

A. Thelwall faid, taking up a pot of porter in his hand, 
which had been delivered him by fiime waiter or fomebody, he 
blew off the head of the porter, and faid, this is the way I 
would have all Kings ferved, or this is die way I would Jerve 
iiX Kings, I know not which. 

^ But one or other of thofe expreffions you arc certain to \ 

A* One or ether I am certain of. 

^ Was there any particular toaft given ? 

A. Yes. 

^. What was that toaft ? 

A* The lantern, at the end of Parliament»ftreet» 

^ The lamp-iron ? 

A. Yes ; I beg pardon, the lamp-iron, at the end of Parlia- 
ment-ftreete 

^. Did be call upon any body el&for another toaft f 

A* He called i»pon fomebody to cover it, 

^ What was it covered wiA ? 

A* Somebody, whom I know not, in ^ &rther end of the 
room, cried out,*^ Treafury Bench, 

^ Were thofe toafts drank by the perfons dien aflembled f 

4^ They were, 

' C c 3 ^ An4 
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j^ And the perfons aflemUed confifted of members of that 
divifionof the Correfponding Society? 

A* Yes; I (bould believe that no vifitor was there that 
night? 

SI. Do you know a perfon of the name of Green ? 

X Yes, 

J^. Is he a member of die Corre(i)onding Society ? 

A^ Yes; he was at that time. 

^. What converfation had you with him at the time he was 
% member of die Correfponding^ Societ^^ refpe£^ing Univerial 
SuflFrage, and Annual Parliaments ? 

A. That was not in the divifion room. 

^ What did he lay refpe<fting the general objeft of dieif 
plan, what they aimed at attaining ? 

4^ He once iaid to me that Annual Parliaments and Univer-t 
&1 Suffrage, were only ladders to obtain their ends, or words tQ 
Aat efiba, . 

^ Was he of the fame divifion with vourfelf f 

A. He was. 

J^ Where was it? 

j/. In a place cal]ed the CofFee-room, befbre you go into the 
divifion room« 

One of the Jury. Was it that feme evening you have been 
fpeaking of? 

A, No, I am not fpeaking of that fkme evening. 

Mr. Law. Where is the houfe in which this pafled ? 

A. No. 3, in Compton-flreet, Soha 

^ Did he £iy any thing refpe£Ung the ufe parliament wai( 
of? 

A. Yes, 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Was diere any body dib prefen^ 
or was that a converfation between you two only ? 

A. Between us two, diere were feyeral other people in the 
place called the Cofite-room. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Were they near enough tQ ^^^'^ 
fhis conver£ition ? 
4* I do not diink anyone wa$» v 
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• Mr. Law. Did Green fhew you a knife of any particular 
conftruftion ? 

A. I muft explain that by fomething which happened previous 
to it. — At the meeting at Chalk Farm, there was a kind of flied 
in which we were all fitting previous to the commencement of 
the bufmefs, and there was a bit of bread and cheefe and fome 
porter brought; I was fitting with half a dozen or ten in the 
fame box, and I was furprized by five or fix of them pulling out 
little inftruments exaftly correfponding with each other. 

LBvd Chief Jujiice Eyre. What fort of an inftrument ? 
^ J, 1 mean a fort of thing called a couteau fecret^ a French 
knife. 

Mr. Law. Defcribe the form of them, have you got one of 
them? 

A. I, have not. 

^ Have you feen a French knife ? 

A. Yes; there is a fpring, fo that when the blade is put outj 
unlefs you undo that fpring it cannot clofe. 

^ Were they fixed like a common cafe knife ? 

A. £xa<SUy ; and unlefs the fpring fails, the perfon cannot cut 
himfelf by its flying back. 

^. You obferved feversJ of them with thofe knives ? 

A. I think five or fix. 

^. You do not recollect, I believe, who the pcrlbns were that 
were ufing them ? 
" A* Yes, one. 

j^ Who was that ? 

A. His name was Pearce. 

^ Having feen thefe knives when in company with G^een^ 
and he was making this declaration, did you apply to him about a 
Jcnife, or did he fhew you a knife of that fame conilrudion ? 

A. It was in confequence rfthe converfation I learned 5 when 
I faw five or fix of them with knives of the fame defcription, an 
obfervation was. made by one of the company that they were bread 

* gind cheefe knives, and upon diat obfervation there was a finile ^ 
I looked upon them as hannlefs inftruments certainly. 

C c 4 ^ Di4 
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^ Did you learn fcqax Gfreen what number of thefe knives he 
had fold ? 

jL I a(ked where they wer^ to be bought^ and I was told I 
might get them qf Mr, Green } J aflce^ where Mr, Green lived, 
they told me in Orange-ftreet \ there was a inan from Sheffield 
in the box whofe name I do not f ecoUeft, his perfpn I well know, 

Lord Chief Juj^ice Eyre, Did you know where Gr^n lived 
at that time ? 

J, I did not, I alked where they were to be bought ; one of 
the company faid at Mr, Green's, I-afked where he Ijyed; they 
(aid he was a perfumer and hair-dreffer in Orangerftreet^ Leicef, 
ter-fields. 

^ Did you go to buy one ? 

jf. In about a week after I did, 

^ Did you learn from Green what number of thcfe knives 
he had fold? 

A I think he faid two or three hundred j Mr, Green told me 
to fpeak very low, for the parlour-door was open which w^ 
adjoining the ibop, and he fmiled aqd faid^ jfqr my wife is a 
damned Ariftocrat. 

J^. Did you attend afterwards a meeting of your divifioi^ 
which I think was No. 2, in Cpmpton-ftreet, on the 28lh of 
April? 

J. I cannot recplleft exadHy the day, but I believe I attended 
regularly. 

^ Do you recolleft any obfervation made by Pe^rce, re^£l^ 
ing thofe knives,^ and the ufe and convenience of them ? 

A At the meeting at Chalk-Farm he did. 

J^ Wtat did he fay about the convenience of thefe knives ? 

jf. He laid, if you ftrik^ with them they wiU not flyback, <y 
words to that purpofe* 

^.. Pearce i^ ^ perfon whom ypu are fure yqu fcw ijifing one 
, pf thefe knives at Chalk-Farm ? 

4 I am very fure of that ; there was a man ^om §lwJ8|eW, 
. |vho found fault very much with the cqnftru6lipn pf thefe knfiveis* 

^ What vygs jthp feult li^ found wi$l^ them ? 

" "' ^ ^ ' y ^That 
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A. That they were made in a bungling manner, that they 
were not equal to thofe made at Sheffield, 

^. Did he mention that there were many others of a fimilar 
conftru£tion made at Sheffield ? 

A. He did, 

^ You fay you do not recollect the day of the month ? 

A. No. 

^. Were you prefent at any meeting, when any fub- 
fcription was made for Do6lor HodfoH ? 

A. Yes. 

j^. Where was any fubfcription for this Doftor Uodfon pr<H 
pofed when you was prefent ? 

A. In the divifion, 

^. Do you recollect when that was ? 

A, I do not recolle6k the date of that, 

^. Was fuch a fubfcription propofed ? 

A. There was, 

^. Was any thing coUefted under that fubfcription ? 

A. That I cannot fay, I think to the contrary ; I think they 
faid he had been relieved j I am bound to fpeak the truth, and 
therefore muft certainly add this to it, that <he application for 
relief was rejefted on the ground of the violence of that perfon's 
ppndu£l, and I think there was another reafon if my memory is 
fright ; he: was not coqfidered as a member of the London Cor- 
' ^efponding Society, 

^ I believe you were prefent at the dinner at the Crown and 
/bichor-Tayern* on the fecond of May ? 

A I was, 

j^. Before I go to that, I will juft a(k you as to one meeting 
at an earlier period, the 25th of February 1794. Do you re- 
coUcift being prefent at a djvifion-meeting, v^hen any addrcfs 
from Stockport was read ? 

A. Yes, 

^ Hayje you that addrefs about you \ 

A. I do not think I have, 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, What day? 

^ In themqnth of February, 
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Mr, Law. Can you afccrtain at what part of die month ? 

J. No. 

^ What was the number of your divifion ? 

j/. No. II. 

^ I thought that had been the number of the houfe ? 

jf. Number three was the number of the houfe, No. II. the 
number of the divifion. 

^ Look at that paper, and fay, whether that is the paper that 
was read at the meeting in February laft, at your divifion ? 

yf. This paper I am very fure was delivered ; I need not look 
St the contents, becaufe there are my initials upon it. 

[It was readJ] 

« RIGHTS OF SWINE j 

** Jn Addrefs to the Poor. 

" Printed in the year 1794. 
** / alfo willjhew mine opinion!* 

« Hard indeed muft be the heart which is unaiFe£led with the 
*' prefent diftrefs experienced by the poor in general in this com- 
*< mercial nation* Thoufands of honeft and induftrious people 
*' in Great-Britain are literally ftarving for want of bread ; and 
" the caufe invariably ailigned is a.ftagnant ccmimerce. My 
}^ opinion on this fubje<^ will perhaps appear to fome a ftrange 
« phenomena — it is, tliat a ftagnant commerce is qot the real 
^^ caufe of the want of the necefTaries of life among the Laborious 
" poor. And I am confident, that, while the ^ Earth yields her 
« increafe," there is a method founded on Justice and Re ason^ 
« to prevent the poor from wanting bread, be the ftate of trade 
♦* whatever it may. 

^ In the firft pjace, then, I will afk, what are the principal 
" fources of human fubfiftence ? Certainly corn and grafs. Corn 
^ is moulded into many (hapes for the ufe of man, but chiefly 
** into bread, which is th^ ftaff of life \ and from grafs., we 
^ derive our flefh, milk, butter, cheefe, &c. befides wool and 
« leather, which, I think* with the. addition of cpal, and a few 
*« other minerals, nearly make i^p the ireal n^ccffvics of life. 
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*• I alk again then, who is (6 infatuated as to fay, that the 
^ growing of corn or grafs, is dependent on, or connefted with, 
" the profperity or adverfity of trade ? Certainly (thank Heaven !) 
^ they are not afFe£led by the devouring fword, or ruined com- 
^ merce (except at the feat of war). — Corn grows not in the 
« loom, nor grafs upon the anvil ! Why is it, then, that while 
^ there is plenty of bread the poor are ftarving ? Is there not as 
•* much grain in the land as when the trade flourilhed ? ' Suppofe 
^ trade were to rife immediately to an amazing degree, would it 
^ make one grain of corn or blade of grafs ? Certainly not. 
^ Why then, I aik again, are the poor, who are the peculiar 
^ care of Him who delights to do his needy creatures good, not 
^* fatisfied with the good of the land ? 

*' The following reafons are at leaft fatisfaftory to myfelf ;— 
^^ Becaufe, in the time of national profperity, houfe and land rent 
*' (confequently provifions) are always raifed by the wealthy 
" and voluptuous, till they are, at leaft, at par with high wages ; 
^ but, when War, or any other caufe, has ruined or impeded 
f^ commerce, and reduced wages, rents and provifions remain 
** unabated. The poor callico-weavers in the vicinity of Man- 
^ chefter, notorioufly illuftrate this argument, as they are now 
f^ (they who can get any) working for fifty and fixty per cent, 
f^ lefs wages than at this time two years back, and the neceflaries 
^* of life are rather augmented in their prices than diminifhed ! ! ! 

^ Hearken, O ye Poor of the Land ! While great men have 
** an unbounded power to raife their rents and your provifions— 
** and, at the fame time, an uncontrouled power to make 0^r, 
^ and confequently to dry up, or diminifh, the fources of your 
^ income, your fubfiftence will, at the beft, be precarious, and 
^ your very exiftence often miferable I^^^The prefent want of 
^^ bread amongft the poor, is not owing to the want of grain in 
^ the world, nor, I prefume, in this land, but owing to the 
^ price of it being exceffively above the price of labour. When, 
f^ therefore, the price of labour cannot be brought up to the rate 
f* of provifions, provifions fhould be reduced to the rate of 
I? labpiir, Till this is pafticable, the poor are miferable ! 

*f During 
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« During the laft twenty years, mechanical wages have been 
** varied, according to circumftances, feveral times, and not 
.«* unufually, in fome branches, twenty, thirty, forty, and even 
<* fifty per cent. — I mean on the lowering, as well as the rifing 
" fide of the medium. But, with regard to land^rmt^ its varia^ 
^ tions have always been progreiiive ; and to find a fingle 
^ inftance to the contrary, would be almoft, if not altogether, 
« impoffible ! 

« It requires but litde fegacity to fee, that the Game Laws, 
« Riot-A6l, Laws againft Vagrants and Felons, &c. &c. are 
•* made chiefly for the fecurity of the rich againft the depredations 
^ of the /Mr. But what fecurity have the ppor againft the op- 
«* preflion and extortion of the rich ? Certainly none at all. As 
** every comfort of life is derived from land, and as the rich are 
^ the proprietors thereof, it may in fome fenfe be &id, that they 
^ hold the iifues of life and death; and, whilft they can, uninter-* 
«* ruptedly, raife their rents without limitation or reftraint, they 
** have an alarming and unbounded power over, not only the 
^ happinefs, but even tJie livei of the great mafs of the people — • 
^ ^^poor! 

^ If, then, Statefmen have a right to advance their lands 
^ in times of profpcrity, the Poor ought to have a Parliament 
« rf their vix>n chujing^ invefted with power to reduce dienx 
* in days of adverfity. This balance of power between the 
•* SJcb and the Poor^ would be produftive of a thoufand time$ 
<* more confolation to this Nation, than the chimerical nonfenfe 
** of court-rjugglers, ^^ the balance ef power in Europe.'' Nor 
** can I imagine that any judicious perfon would call fuch a 
«* power in Parliament unjuft or irrational, which, when exer-» 
♦^ cifed, could ruin none, but bjefs millions | If it would be cruel 
« to make .a Statefman of twenty thoufiind poqnds per annum,^ 
«* live a year or two upon ten thoufand; how much more re-. 
*f morfelefs is it, to make the Spitalfield and Norwich weavers^ 
** as well as fome hundred thoufands more, live upon nothing — - 
♦« or, what is little better, upon Charity f I! Befides, it is z, 
^S curious truth, that the very article which ruins hundreds of the 

^ voluptuous 
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^ vcJuptUou^ great, would render happy tHe innumerable trn- 
" happy part of mankind! 

« Great GodI What fpcdacle fo affeding to a reftcaing 
** mind as Great Britain in her prefent ftate !— On the one hand, 
•* we fee, the impudent Nobles advertifing their ** Grand Din^ 
** ners^*^ in the very face of the hungry Poor, whom they have' 
^ ruined ! ! Oh the other hand. Widows, Orphans, and 9thers 
•* are weeping, and often dying for want <rf bread ! What eaii^ 
« be more odious in the fight of Heaven, than Feaft and Fa- 
** mine in the fame Nation ? Yet, this is lilterSdly the cafe in diis* 
^ Kingdom, at this moment, and not only in the Nation, bu£* 
^ in every town, in every ftrcet, yea, often under the very* 
** fame roof! 

** Open your eyes, O ye Poor of the land !— in vairi are your' 
^ hands and yowr moudis open I — Do you not fee how you are* 
" cajoled anddegraded, by the paltry fubfcriptions made for you, 
<< at different times and in various parts of the nation; which' 
** ferve only to make your Slavery mbre fervile, and ydur Miery^ 
" of longer duration? I revere generous fubfcribers: and col-' 
** le<£brs, but I fcorn the means ! Ye Poor, take a further look!*' 
*' into your Rights, and you will fee, that, upon the principles 
^ of Reafon and Juftice, every peaceable and ufeful peribh feis 
^ 3, right, yea, a " Divine Right'* to be fatisfied with the good 
<* of the Land ! Befides, is it not monftroufly provoking to be 
**" robbed by wholefale, and^rfeiieved by retail ! Look again, and 
<* you will fee that public eolleaionsi Subfcriptioils, and Cha— 
** rities, are nething more than the appendages of Corruption, 
** Extortion, and Oppreflion! If thit benevolent Father of the 
" Univerfe did not fend amongft mankind provifions erioilgh, 
*^ and more than enough, fudi is the wafte of the great and Ac 
" gluttotiotts, that many of you Poor,- vi^uW get norie at all ! 
" Say not, theref6re, ye OpprefTed, " there is a famine^ or 
<* Scarcity of prffviftbns in the Land!'' It would be fklfe. The' 
** Land contains plenty; and if provifions were . (as they ought 
'' to be) reduced to your wages, you would enjoy your un- 
" qia^ionable right, a comfortable fufSdiency/ 

5 « Buti 
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^ But, befictes the deftrudiion of your trade, and tke meah^ 
" of fubfiftence, you have the mortification to fee your Bread 
^ eaten by Dragoon and Hunting Hories, Spaniels, &c. and 
^ your parental, affectionate, loving, provident and tender 
*^ Guardians, can give you a good reafon why-^^it is their 
•* own ! 

*^ Hearken I O ye poor of die Land ! Do yon fret and whine 
** at Oppreffion— ^* yes'*—'' Then, as ye do, fo did your Fa-» 
** thers before you"—- ^and, if you do no mon^ your Children 
^ may whine after you! Awake! Arife! arm yourfehres— *^ 
^ with Truth, Juftice and Reaibn~lay iiege to Corruption; 
^ and your unity and invincibility fhall teach your Oppreflfors^ 
" terrible things ! — Purge the Reprefentation of your Country 
^ -^^claim, as your inalienable right, Univer£d Suffrage, and 
** Annual Parliaments* And whenever you have the gratifica-* 
** tion to chufe a reprefentative, let him be from among thcf 
** lower order of men, and he will know how to fympathize 
*♦ with you, and rcprefent you in charadler. — Then, and not 
^ till then, (hall you experience univerfal Peace and incelEinC 
« Plenty, 

« A FRIEND TO THE POOR. 

« Stockporty Jan. 5, 1794-" 



' Mr. Law* I think you fay you were pre&nt at die dinni^r 
at the Crown and Anchor on the 2d of May? 

A* I was if that was the day the dinner was had* 

^ Was you admitted by any ticket i 

A. I was. 

^ Who furniflied you with that ticket ? 

A. The preceding evening, between die hours of nine and 
ten, Mr. Hardy came to my houfe, and brought me a ticket, I 
think 7$. 6d, marked on it. I put my hand in my pocket thinks 
ing i was to pay, he laid no^ there is nothing to pay for this 
ticket ? 

^. By whom did you underftand thofe tickets were given I 
. A. i had no converiation with him upon that fubjed at all. 

lord 
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Lord Chief JuJHce Eyre. At what time did he brixig it tO 
you ? 

j1. Between the hours of nine and ten o'clock« 

Lord Qnef Juftice Eyre. Where ? 

A. In Crown-court, Covent-garden. 

Mr^ Law. This was a meeting of the Conftitutional So* 

ciety ? 

A. I underftood it to be a meeting of the Conftitutional So^ 
ciety, with' a certain number of the London Correfponding 
Society, who were invited to that dinner, and. Mn Hard/ 
brought me a ticket unknown and unexpe&ed. 

^. Did you go as a mend>er of theCorreipondiiig Society? 

^. I did 

^ Do you know what number of thofe tickets were delivered 
cut for the Correfponding Society ? 

A. I think, if I may prefume to guefe 

^ Do you know what number of the Correfponding Society 
diere were there that were not members of the Conftitutioinal 
Society? 

A. I think I may fay twenty^ 

^. Do you recoUeft before dinner any news coming of any 
particular public events and what was laid in the fociety upon 
that? 

A There was fome news of fome public ^y^x^t. 

J^. Was it good or bad news to this country ? 

A. I underftood it to be very bad news, 

j^ In the Conftitutional Society, and in this aflembly, con- 
iifttng of members of both focieties, was there any joy ftiewn, 
orotherwife? 

A. There feemed univerial fatis(a£^ion, and it was carried about 
the room feemingly with great eagernefs, - 

^ Was there any fong fung that you recoUedl by the name 
©f the Free Conftitution ? 

A. It was delivered to me before dinner in a room adjoining 
the dinner room, by a perfon who delivered them round to all the 
^ople there, as far as they could go, I believe* 

: ^.Di4 
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• J^. Did you ice aiiy papers of any fort laid upon the plates ill 
Ae room ? 

A. I recoiled nOw there was a paper on the plates* 
j^ Was it of the fame fort with the one you have ftated to 
have I?een delivered in the outer room ? 

• A^ I cannot fay. 

Lard Chief Juftice Ejf'e^ Have you got it ? 
' A. I have not. 

Mr. Law. You cannot fay whether the paper laid on the platrf 
was the lame as the fong or not? 

A. I cannot* 

^ Who was in the chair at diat dimier ? 

A. I underftood Mr. Home Tooke — No, I believe a Mr» 
Wharton, and even in that I do not know that I am corred, but 
I think fo, Mr. Wharton 

^. Was Mr* Home Tooke there f 

A* He was. 

^ Do you know Lord Daer ? 

^. I do. . 

^ Mention the names of any pierfons you particularly remem* 
ber to have been prefent. 

• A^ Mr. Home Tooke, Mr. Whartoiij a Gentleman whom 
I law in Court juft now, of the name of Birchall, Mr. Sharp, 
whom I have known many years, an engtaver ; there were fevcral 
members of the London Correfpoftdmg Society. 

^ Do you know Mr. Ffoft ? 
A. Yes; he was there, and he fat dole to Mr. Tooke* 
Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Were thofe members or' vifitors ? 
A. I cannot undertake to fay, I did not belong to theConili« 
tutional Society. 

Mr. Law. Was Mr. Hardy there ? 

A. Mr. Hardy was there. 

^ Do you know Thclwall ? 

A. He was there. 

^ Richter? 

A Yes. 

^.'Lgvett? 
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3^.- He was Acre, • * 

'^. Was Moore there ^ 
' A. Yes. 

^ Pearce? • 

A Yes. 

^. Was Jones there? 

;^. Yes; 

^. He was. a member of the London Cdrrcipdnding Societj^ 
I believe ? 
*' A. There are feVeral Jones's. 

Lord Chief Jujtice Eyre. Does much turii upon the names ? 
' Mr, Lcrtu* No.-^What fongs were .fung, do you recolleftj 
do you know a fong by the name of Ca Ira ? 

A* That Was not fung as I reeolleft, but the moment die 
Crdmpany got into the room, the mufic ftruck up Ca Ira. 

^ Before dinner are you fpeaking of? 
: A. I think all the time we were at dinner; I think it played. 
Ga Ira almoft from beginning to end \ k was encored time after 
time; 

J^. Do you reCbllefl: Ac mitfic of any other fong Aat was 
played ? 
. A, Yes^ the Marfeillois March— -the Carmagnol. 

i^. Did the conipany feem to be pleafed with the muficj did it 
meet with any applaufe f 

• An I never heard fuch an Univerfal din of approbation in the 
tourfe of my life; it was nothing but a fcene of clamour, foi** 
I do believe moft people's hands fmarted, and their ears ached; 

^ Do you recoUedk any particular toaft drank after dinner I * 

;//. I do not; 

J^. Do you recoUeft non€f of the toafts ? 
'. A\, I cannot charge my mempryi 

^ Do you recdlle£t any particular addrefs that was madd' 
to the company then prefent, by Mr* Home Tooke ? 

A. That I do. 

^ State, as far as you can, the word§> if not the words, th<> 
fubftance of that addrefs f 

Vol- II, P4 ^X 



^ I will; fome time after dinner Mr. Hopift Teqkt gptxtpl 
mdr filence yros called, and be prefimd bis addreft by an 6b« 
iervation diat, I believe^ one cmC of fifty in that room inight be 
confidered as a Governments Spy^aad to^diem.fio wtt^ par* 
ticularly to addrefs himielf ;^ and, in confequence crf^tb^t a^dreBy. 
I muft confeft I did attend;^ in conftquf^u^ of bis addre^g^ 
himfelf to Government %>ies^I*oertaiaIy HA attend t^ vjiat b^ 
Aidi for my Idea of a-^y aiwliiifibcniier np^y di|^^ BAFt^^^irly ill' 
a bufineft of»tki9 nature.. 

411^ TiHlie 6eft of your recoBQaiipiiv.w^^^ 
TpQke dcliirecedia^lhat addrefs ? 

jf.4 He begged' the company to take notice^^ui;^ h^ -w^ not inr 
a ftate of^ inebriation; for having &metibing to fi|y, to tbe eoinr^ 
pany, he had taken oare to refiraUi from his. glafr^a«d for fi^r 
of being miftaken, and being taken to^^ ia a IN^e of intoxjcatioo^ 
he begged every body prefent* to tajce parti^i^ai; iKotioe of vhat 
h^ iaidj be caitle^ t^ ParBami^ei i^ft^uodfiel fhk oF ^oiPHption y 
hp called the Oi^i^n, in ParHaiaenl: a fibuAJrel fink of op.-*- 
pofition 'r he £iid,>that there was a jundiion between thofe fmo* 
l^oundrel padjjieiy form^ for ibft fmpijfe ol^ dtftrojei^g tibe 
rights and liberties of the country; he began ta'4>eak.aboui^ 
Ae Hereditary Nobility; h|? afl^ed, if Aat fkip-}acby» Jimkinfimy. 
cpuld be confidered as onp #f th«; Hereditary. Nobility of the 
country r and, I think, if my memory is rigbt,^ diat; he paid die 
fame compliment to the Houie of Lords diathe did tOrtfae Houfir 
of Commons* 

Lord Chief fuJKce ^yn. Dqn% Jjieak afoirt oovfltment — 
What did be lay? 

J. That there was a junction between themknffoEial'part^^ 
the oppofition in the Htnde of Lords^ 

Lord Chief yujiice Eyre. Do you mean dsat ht liud die (amc; 
thing of the Houfe of Lords as of die I£:>ufe of Commons I 

A Yes ; he iaid it was in order to amufe, or abufe, (he ufed 
one of thefe words, I am not fure which word) that poor man, the 
l^ing. ' 

Lord Chief Jujiict Eyre. What i^ in order to amufe ? 
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A. The jun£Kon between the two parties^ 

Mr. Law. Was any thing further, iaid by him \ 

wf. I do not recolle£l ; yes, I think he faid likewife, that die 
jun6lion of the oppofition in Parliament with the ariftrocratic 
party in the Houfe of Commons, was likewife meant to abuie 
ixA deeeive the pe<^te of this country* The jundidn of partiea 
in the Houfe of Commons to abufe the people of this country* 

J^ Did he mention any thing farther refpcAing the King,?* 

A. I cannot fay. 

S^ Did he ftat^ what w«a tbepb)ea oCbift^ a4dreft> or <|f hii 
meafures \ 

A. I do not recoiled. 

J^ How was this addrefs^ ^ his received:? 

Ai Withapi^auie, — widt- great applaufe* 

J^. Was any fong fung to the tune of God (ave the King f 

A. TheM ivat. 

^ Do you recolle£l Mr. Home Tooke's faying any thing 
tdpeding the long that had been fung to that tune 2 ' 

A^ I cannot recoiled. 

L$r4tGhiifyu^i Byr$. Was it die fong of God fave die 

A. No s a long to the tune of God fave the King. 

il/r. Law. Do you recoiled Mr. Toofce's finging, or recitingi 
any lines of a long to that tune i 

A. You have recalled fbmething to my memory that I had 
forgot— 4f I am rig^t, Mr. Horne Tooke fui)g diat fpng} or he 
fung an additional verfe, which he laid had been forgot* 

^. What did be fupply i 

A. I do not recoiled the words. 

j^ What was the name of that fong ? you (aid that a fong^ 
entitled die Free Conftiiutidn, was delivered to the menxbers 
before d^^^^ •' 

A. Yes \ and I do not know whedier thepe was not one put 
i4)0fveaci|^ plate; if it was not that, it waslbmething elies Mr« 
Horne Tooke fung that fong. 

S^ Dcvyoii recoiled the fiirft line of die {<mg thsl- waafixng to 
die tune of Qod lave the King ? 

D d ^ A. I 



J, I do not 

Mr. John GroviS. " 

Crofs Examined by Mr. Gibbs* 

. J5; Pray what are you ? 

. A I have followed the buiinefs of conveyancing for thei^ 
twenty-two, or twenty-three years. 
J^ Then you are a lawyer ? 
A If you call that a lawyer- 
; ^. Is conveyancing the oiily brandi of the profeffion that JD19 
have followed ? ^ 

Groves. As an attorney do you mean? 
Mr. Gibbs. Are you- aft attorney ? 

J. I never brought or defended an action, in n^ life, aSiUI 
attorney. 

j^ You may tell me whether you are an attorney or not ? 
Jt I am notr 

J^. Are you a firficitor** • : 

Groves. In Chancery? 

Mr.Gibbs. No I did not mean ia Chancery, jrott tove been 
long enough in the law to know the meaning of the word folicitor{ 
—are you a foli<iitor of any fort ? 
. A Yes. 
^ Where? ; 

ut. "I have been here. 
. ^, Why then, you are folicitor at the Old Bailey; 
A Yes. 

^ Could not you have faid fo at once } you undcrAood pcr^ 
feftly well what I meant. 
, J. No. 

. ^ When I aflced if you were a folicitor^ and you a/ked if I 
meant in Chancery, I told you I. did not mean in Chancery? 
; A I thought you meant a folicitor in Chincery. 
. .^. And you really did not know the meaning of my ({meftioo i. 
A. I did not know. • . . . 

» i^ You had not $)ie leafl; Ossl that I meant to afk), if you h^d 

been an Old Bailey folicitor i . C- i^ •-- .*: 

1 \ ^ .. J^lt 
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'A It did not occur to me. 
• j^. It did not occur to you, upon my afking you the qucftioi^ 
that you had been an Old Bailey folicitor ? 

A. I did net lay that ; but I gave you 'what I thought an imme* 
diate anfwer. I really did not know the term as applied to me as 
•» folicitor. 

^. You really did not know but that I meant to afk you wh^ 
ther you were a folicitor in Chancery ?-— What was the firft time 
•that you were at any of thofe meetings ? 

A. On the 20th of January. 

^. How came you to go^then ? 

A. I was fent by a gendeman. 

Jg. By whom ? 

Groves. I am aflced, my Lord, by whom j if it is proper I will 
tell. 

Mr. Gibbs,. If it be improper I will not a(k it^ 

Groves. If it Is a fair queffion I will anfwer it direffly. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. There can be no imputation upon 
you for anfweringthe queftionj^fyou decline anfwering, that is 
another thing ; it expofes you to no difficulties, or penalty, or 
any thing of that fort. 

A. None \ it is only a point of delicacy. I am ready to give 
*an anfwer — I have not the leaft objeftion on my part. 

Mr. Law. My Lord, I take it that the channels for inform*, 
'tion muft beprotefted. 

Mr. Attorney-^GeneraL The Court of Exchequer never would 
permit thjat queftion to be afked. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Upon a general principle I do not 
know whether it ought to be anfwered. 

Groves. It was a perfon high in office under his Majefty; 
^h\JA permit me to add, I was not defired by that gentleman to 
ironceal his name. 

Mr. Gibbs. Then where is the delicacy of it? 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. He has faid what is proper and ma- 
terial for your purpofe: that is, that he went there, being em- 
ployed for the purpofe of collecting information, with a view to 
|be dUfclofure of it» 

Pd3 Mrs, 



^Mr. Gihbs* I win not pre& die queftioti furdier tfnn yotf 
tjorilbip thinksJ ou^ — I leave it to tbe difcretionof the Court; 
if it is thought not proper* 

J^rd Chief Ju/Hc4 Eyrs. I do not think it is |tf-opeF. 

Jidu GiUs. Then you were defirecT by a perfon* hi|;h id 
office, to go to this place s — ^how arofe your connedtioiiwidi Aat 
^endeman* 

jf. My conne^on with diat gentleman has been for didfe ton 
years ; that is fo £u: as having die honour of being ferCooslXf 
known to him. 

J^. What fort of conncfli on bad you with him J 

Lord Chief JuJHce Eyre. It is haritty proper that tibe hSlor/ 
of a conne£tion of that kind ihould be difdofed here« 

Gr^fues. That gentleman womld not emyloy me in any ftimg 
diflionourable, nor would I accept it. 

Mr Gtbbs. i dare (ay you would not. 

Lord Chief Ju&ice Eyre. You find he went on purpofe ta 
,|^ve information of what pafled ; diat is the only hSt that is ma« 
ferial for die prifoner li die reft is private intercouHe^ which may 
involve in it die confideradon of a tfaouiand other things^ which 
may be material to the government of the country^ — I think it not 
j^roper to be diiclofed here> it is notnecelSuy to the cauie. 

Grove f. I have bad tbe^ honour of his confidence ever fince I 
^ve known him. 

Mr^Gibbs. Then trufting in you, he fent you to die Globe 
Tavernon the aoth of January, 1794? 

jI. Certainly. 

Jg Then younevcr were at anyof diofe meedngs but in th« 
charaifter of a Ipy ? 

jf^ As you call it fo, Imlltakeitfo. 

Mr. Gibbs. If you were not there as a (py, take any dde yoa 
chufe for yourfelf, and I will give you that. 

Mr^ Law. He did not ftate any dde* 

Mr. Gibbs. I did not defire you to tdke ai^ title in die fonle 
Aat gcndemean is ufing the term; you 6b}e£lto die term fpy^^ as. 
I called you, and I bid you take any other name. 

Lord Chief Jujiiu Eyre^ There ibould be no name given to 

awitncfe 



'^'yfitt^i otilSA etamihafion: he fiates what tit tMk» ftr, and 
^.m Shaking dbfcrvatfow «n Ac evidence, you may give ft any 
api^BaHQp you pkafe. You recoHed t maide tiie iobfevatiua 
<liefbre^ when Mr. Erftine did flie fame Aing; 

Mr. Gtbbs. I really did Hot fed duit I was going at all Mt 
of the wafy in Ae cnsftwataihination of a witncfi, in calling him 
by a name wfafich^tiits his<diarafter) ikoiigh he doesAot like it. 
Lord C3)ijf^^ice^^e. Goon. 

Mr^4rifht. Yon went thm .(not te caiU you a fpy) to thefe 

"tneetings m thecharader -of a perfon, who had no other reafon for 

going tfaere^ than that of picking up whatinformation you codU, 

and carrying it again to thodeenydpyers, inwhofe-confidence.yoU 

vwerc? 

^ Tlim I mvft exprefeyour employment !)y4!batj>exi^phralis« 
Tou faid Aere was a great acflembly there? 

A^ There was* 
' ^ There was aoirtmfiSenSble meeting Toufaidt anS'UniveriU 
SttfFrage and Annual Pailiaments were talked off 

Groveu Which meeting 3o you fpeak of? 

Mr. Gibbu I am fpeaking ^ the meeting to Miiich yoU firft 
went. 

A. There was a very Ii^ge meeting, fo much fo that the flo^ 
%rokc down. 

^ You have1>een giving an accoimt of fome conver&tion thtt 
|>aflred there ; ^can't jrou recoiled who the ^f£m$ were that haS 
that converfationi 

A. No 9 Idonot know^Aerewasanimiveifal'cotweiUation. 

J^ You going 4here for .the j)urpofe «f vcolledkii^g evidence 
^gainft individuals^ and^oming^nowto^ive-evidttice againft ak 
^individual, you thought 4t not material to obileive who die people 
were that then ufed 'this language— «You, ^ ^endeman ufed to 
j)ra£tife at die Old BaSey, and meaning to give evidence after* 
wards againft thofe peribns, did not dxink it material to learn hy 
whom thefe conver&dons were heldi 

Lord CMef Jufiice £jre. Mr. Gibbsi I am ferry to interrupt 
jroH, but your queftions ought not to be accompanied with diole 

D 4 fert 
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^rt 6f comments: they ;ure the proper ilibjeds' of obiervajtk^ 

,;isrhen the defence is niade. The \>\ifwt{s of a crofe-examinatio^ 

^is to afk to all forts of ads, to probe a witncfs as clofdy as yott 
can ; but it is not the objed of a crofs-examiqation, to introduce 
^hatkind ofperaphrafis as youhave juft done. 

,, Mr. Gibbs, Send to Mr. Erfkine, he is in the parlour^ 
{Mn Erjkinc unmsdiatelycame into CourU} 
Mr, Erjkine. Will your Lqrdibip give me leave to fey, it rS 
♦the uniyerfel praftice of the Court of King's Bench, the iirft 

.criminal court in this country, in which I have bad the honouF tp 
praSice for feventeen years— rWe are certainly, permitted to gp 
as far as this, I agree with your Lqrdflii^ in what you jufl: now 
faid (and it will be, of no confequence whether I did or no, becai^ 
your Lordfhip muft give the rule) but what Intake my learne4 
friend to, havefaidto the witnefs, is this : you, fir, not meaning 
it as an infult to the witnefs, but you, fir, as a praftifer at the 
Old Bailey, muft know the rieceflity, if you go to ^y plaice to 

. get evidence, of having proper materials (or that evidence \ how 
do you account for not having done that ? In a crofs-examination, 
Counfel are not called upon to be fo exaft as in an original ex-* 

. amination — You are permitted tp lead a witne^. 

Mr. Gibbs. I defired Mr. Erfkine to be fent f<v. into court, ^ 

. I wifhed to have the teftimony of a gentleman who has pra£):ife4 
in that court more than any man now prefent, that I was not d<j* 

^ parting froi;n the praftice which has obtained there---My end is 

■ now anfwercd in defiring Mr, Erfkine tocpme into court. 

Mr. Erjkine. I can appeal to one of the learned Judges now 
upon the Bench, I remember that when Mr. Garrow firfl 

^came to the fituation, which undoubtedly he fills vjfjith a grsat 
.deal of ability, I objefted to a queflion he put on a crofs-ex-^ 

. amination^ and when it turned out that it was upon crofs-exa- 
mination, the laugh was turned againfl me^ and I had nothii^ 

^ to- fay. 

Mr. Juftice Buller. Undoubtedly the praAice has increafed 
jnuch within my memory : what Mr, Erfkine alludes to now h^ 
been univerfally the pradlice j that when you are upon a c;rofs- 
|xamination, you are permitted to lead a witnefs more than yc^ 
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fan OA an orlgiiial examination; hut be fo good as recdle£l ih^ 
mode in which the Lord Chief Juftice put it yefterday, and Id^ 
.not think in Guildhall, or any where elfe, you ever depaitdl 
from that. You may lead a witnefs upon a crofs-examinatian td 
Jbring him direSly tp the point as to the anfwcr; but not to go 
the length as was attempted yefterday, of putting the very won)* 
;jnto a witnefs's mouth, which he was to echo back again. 

Mr. Erjkine. Having done that yefterday, I immcdiatdf 
bowed to the admonition I received from my Lord Chief JufUcc 

fford Qhief Jujiice Eyre^ I (hould be extremely lorry if it 
ihould be fuppof^d that I mean to make aa obfervation that (eem^ 
fiA to prefs perfonally upon either of the learned counfel ^oarc 
jiow for the defendant, and particularity on the Mgentleman who' is 
now crofs-examining this witnefs, and more particukrly if it 
Were fuppofed I was capable of doing, that in the abfencd of the 
pther counfel ; I hope that will never be imagined of me. 

With regard to the point, I think it is fo clear that the queftions 
that are put are not to be loaded with all the obfervations that; 
arife upon all the previous parts of the cafe, they tend fo to jdiC- 
jfra<9:> the attention of everybody, they load us in point of tinie (o 
much, and that that is not the time for obfervation upon die 
charadler and fituation of a witnefs is fo apparent^ that as a rule 
^of evidence it ought never to be departed from ^ hut it is certain-- 
Jy true that it does Aide into examinations, and that it is yttf 
often not taken notice of, and it faves more time frequently to 1st 
jt pafs than to fake notice of it^ but there is a rule to which all 
thofe fort of things, if once an appeal is made to the court, .ought 
.\o be brqugbt) ^d my judgment i$, that after you have got d>e 
particular fa6ls upon which, that iort of obfervation is fouiadedy 
the examination ought to proceed to the. other fa6ls upon the 
.^afe, and fhe obferVj^tioni upon^tibpfe fonner ia<Ss ought to nSiake 
part of the defence, 

Mr, Gibbs. My reafon for fending for Mr. Erflcine wal.be-, 
^ufe I knew it; bad beeh the pra£tice^ arid I think I faave 
Obferved it in the ^ourfe of! this cau^ on^c other .-fide. 
What Mr. Juftice BuUer ha^ feid, that it is a prafticeTthat 
|)a$ gone on to a greater leng^th tlian it ought, I hd^^wili 
•::" • ' ^ " ' be 



4k^txaAfor me, becaufe I am more inexperienced in At pr9>* 
4gSkon than Mc. Erflune or Mr. Garrow* If that mode of exa^ 
Jmnation prevaifa on one fide, efpecially againfl a defendant 
c Xord Cbiifjufiice Eyre. I will never fwffer it to j>revail oh 
«iditir £de, but as far as I would indulge it, it (hoiild be on tfit 
fNUt of a defendant. 

Mr. Gihbs. Your Idrdibip does not (Wppofe, I ffuft, that % 
4ent for Mr. Erildne with any other view than I have mentioneci^ 
J confefi I feel mjrfelf fenfibly mortiiied* 

Lord Gbitf Jtfftia JSyn* I un extremely fony for ft| I never 
4riflied to mortify yoa. 

Mr. Gibbu I diink you ^old me that you were a giifttfemsdi 
m^Q prafHfed at the Old Bailey, do ysou nowprai&£fe1i^ 4tk 
lave you left off that pra^Hce ? 

JL I have not left ito£ 

J^. You now praaiTe at the Old Baileyf 

J. I have not finr fome time. 

J^ How happens diat I 

A. Not this fix months. 

J^. Your leafon for not having prafti6d h^ fliat no lm£iiA 
Ins been brought to you, I preiumel 

Ji Certainly, jou are right Aerc 
- j^ Did you or not diink it neoeflary, at ^s meeting, «o attenl 
^to the particular perfoi» bom whom tfieconveiAlioll ftat you aile 
now ftatmg, proceedodf 

j£ At diat time I was a total firai^^ almoft to areiy one ik 
Toom* 

^ YoB£dnoteiiifc«roartodiltiiig«ilhWhft wiis^^ 
inan from what was £ud b^ anotber f 

^* I did not inconvtrfetion, 

Jg. You % ihe language was Univeifil Sa^b^e anl Anbuii 
Parliaments? 
^^ Yts. 

; j^. Can you tell me who i;^ that I»iguage ? 
. jl. I cannot, it was the general language^ 

i^ Who ufed it you cannot lellf 

J* No^ I can|ioc» 

^ How 
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j^ How Hiany people mig^t there be tfaef^? 
ji. As many as the roooi could containy and It was a1arg9 
1^0001 s I ihould fuppofe if I £iid four hundred people I ihoidd 
ipeak within bounds. 

^ You cannot recoHcft any t>ne .psirticular pcrfon wholidd 
diis language you have been fpeaking of? 

J. I cannot; we were in two rooms there; the firft room w€f 
ivere in broke down> which occafioned us to go iip ftairs. 

^ You were afterwards at Chalk Farm> I think you fajl 

JL I was. 

^ There you went under the fiune eraploymenti and for te 
IGune perfon? 
^ A. Exaaiyfo. 

j^. You feem to have fixed yourfelf a good deal upon Ms^ 
'Thclwall? 

J^ ^o, Mr. Thelwall fixed himfelf upoame* 

j^. It was involuntary then? 

A. Quite lb> for at that time I hardly knew Mr* Thelwall* 

J^ You would rather bave dedtned it ? 

A* No, I did not £ty that ; that is going too fiir ; he and I were 
.fiandii^ at the door, in Store-ftreet, together, when there were 
not above ten or a doxen people there, and then the paper bein^ 
ftuck up that the meeting would be held at Chalk Farm, he ^ud^ 
** come along.'* 

^. Was that the firft time jrou had converfed with him ? 

A^ I had converfed with him feveral times. 

^ Did he know who you were ? 

A* I do not believe he did. 

^. He had no previous knowledge of you ? 

A- He had ncxie of me, nor I of him. 

^. Had you any introdu^on to him ? 

A. None. 

j^ You had no previous knowledge of him, nor he of yoii, 
]X> introduction to him, no common friend who told each that lie 
might truft the other ? 

A. No, I do not recoiled that ever fuch a converiation pafTed 
Wtwcen mc and any man tn the world. 

^ But 
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^ But all this that he faid to you was voluntaryf ;• 

' A. What pafled between him and me was in going to Chalk 
^arm, which was the firflrtime in my life I ever fpoke to him, it 
was voluntary* 

- -^ I think you fay fliat at Chalk Farm there was a clamor 
ihatfpies were there y 
• A. Certainly. 

^ And Mr, Thelwall was for admitting them all t 

A* He waSj and defired them to hear ; and, I believe, I ihay 
add fomething further, now you have brought it to my recpDec*- 
^on: he faid, it would give the minifter the power of judging 
of their proceedings and their numbers. 

^ You faid fo before — ^I believe you yourffelf made this "cry 
mgaifrft fpies, did not you ? you yourfelf faid you thio'ught dierp 
were ipies among them ? 

A. O yes ! I did fay that, and thought myfelf very juftifiable 
in fo doing. 

^. Yes, yes, that was a fcheme you had learned \vi your 
praftice certainly, you were the perfon then who fuggefted that 
'there-were fpies from the Treafury there ? 

A. 'No, I was hot 5 there was a perfon prefent,! was afked If 
"I knew him, I faid, yes, I did. 
«. ^ Did you fay you knew him to be a fpy ? 

A I was afked who he was, and what he was, and I faid, I di4 
j^nk he was a perfon employed by Government, 

^. Who Viras hef 

A^ His name was Walfli. 

j^. And you feeing Mr. Walfh' there, faid, you fliought h<j 
<was a perfon employed by Gpvernment? . • ' 

A. I was applied to by feveral to know whether it .was not 
Mn Walfli, I faid, it wds, and thkt I believed he had fppi'e em- 
ployment about Government; and I believed Mr. Wjllfli di4 
•ihoti wHH to conceal if, for upon his buttons there was, Fbelievei 
^ke' King and GonfWtution, fo that he did Hot wifli to cpnceal it, ' 
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